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Fr - by:F. Darby,for Nevil $:mmemrs, at the Prin. 
9c St. Pauls Charch-yard ; and by Dorman 
Prodn. at the Kimgs- Arms in the Powltrey, 1672, 
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CHAP. LE 


| Th HE Inrredudion by Mr. Richard Baxter, Pp. 1; 


by "gp 4 f bi Fo h *s S forth da h ia 

"of ef Relation of hy ear etting inthe Chrifti ar 

4 i 2 his Childhood At ſome. Memorials of his {of 
beginnings, and earneſt. purſuit of Learuing in the 
Us 9 Written 2 42. gewrenge thereof, p. 18 


| *C H A P. IN. 

4 brief Charddfer of hims,"'b by My. Richard Alleive, fhewimng 
"oe Wren he was qualified for the Miniſterial ſervice 
and an; parfare 6 hereunto he WAs Called, p. 28 


 —O-M AP. IV. 
of” hee godly Life and Pratiices and of the iurſe 


we be Moir ; Taunton ; giver by My. George New- 
ton, the ens P aftor there, whoſe Aﬀptant he wasy P.33 


| CHAP: TV. 
of "I Account of” hys Miniftry, by way of Cupplaweny Fo 
be: farmer © By F. of -hus Tollop-Lelewretvy who was his 
' "ntwnate Friend, P. 39 


by 4 | c H A ; of 
; | 4 «ful Aarrative off his Exfe from hs filencing to his Death 3 
A bis Widows Mr. Theodoſia Alleine, i her own words : 
612. 15 natably Ek forth with what patience he ran 
be 


| | the Race that was ſet bifort himy and fulfilled the" Mini- 
p OO receiyed m the Lord, FP. 52 
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bu - FT. ET the Re a nknow, (to. aſſure him that Fa- 1 
Fs. wr Son; and artiality: are-not the Aughors of | 
SY This Hiſtory) -that"the 'ewo-fall, Narrati chat 


Tt”. not fuk Pare written” by two, Sonfor- 


Ne ke hided art ei to take notice, That s- 
RE. 4% that part of the Life which is drawn up by F-. 
_ 5: Mrs. Theadaſis Aileine; was; fent up 'by herto a | hag 
W_ worthy: Divine, 'by him tobe publiſhed in his. own {* 

4 Stite, the riot unaginirlg it; ſhould be Pucforth in 
FR _her,own words. But that worthy Perſon, andyi- 
= wy others, upon peruſal, aw. no reaſon to alter 
Watt” 6, bs huts cauſed it it to be printed as it. FO Os 
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T 1s REEF of FEY 4 
LA: . 2+; The Saints Everlaſting Reſt, in guarto.. 
; Scriptur e-proof of... Ink; * Charck menberhip 
a, {10 guearto. . | 
rigbeMatbed fora {let 'h58 of Conſeience,: and 
bra Compforts 3+ Dy Deetions. madtdve...: 
ElriianCrne the. Agreengertt.« of. the Afocia- 
aſtors and. Churches fy Worcefer-lbere, in quartey. : 
E hang. 3. Or Chrift $ Abſolute Domp 1pzan, £9 

Sermons, poke at Worceſter, - mn twelves, "mf 
7A A Sermon n a i preach'd. At P ei ondemn Dec. 

&- Al . aries. 
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In odfavo, 


. v6 AWodug inding-ſhet for Pope EE Foo wo 
"+ Sheet : againſt the 256 6 | ye 
* 19. Aron Rehs niſtry, &c, 
18. DireC&ions to Juſtices of the Peace, eſpecial in Cerpo- 
rations, to the diſcharge of thei Duty to God, cy A 

I9. The Cructfying of, the World þy the Croſs of Chil 
Oc. ow quarts. 


\ Call to the Unconverted to Turn an# Lire, andac- _ 


pee , While Merey-may be had, as ever they. would 
find Mercy i in the da of their extremity,fi 'om the Living God: 

Yo be read'imn es where any are unconverted, in zwelves. 

27, Of Saying Faith : That it is not onely advally, but 

atcally diſtin& from all Commion Faith. - The Agreement 

of Richard Baxrer with that Learned con fentins Adver- 

, that hath maintained his Afſzrtion by a pr Cen- 


fatation in the end of Serjearnt — Book of Sencerit y ; 


and # in quarte. 
2 Cs Le Perfiraſions to a found Oonrextion, Te. 


23. The Grotian Reli 
Me. Thomas Peerce in his Vindication ; with a Preface; Vindi- 
the: of Dore fromthe calumnies of the new T'le- 


nas; and David; Peters 8c. 'and the Puritans, and Sequeſtr as | 


Fong, . from the cenſures of Mr. Perce, in och2v0. a 


24. -Confirmatio n and Reſtauration, the neceffary means of | ; | 


DET and Recorndiiation, in ot#xvo. \* 
. Five Diſputations of Church-Government, in quarte. 
bes "AKey for Carhotls __ roopenthe jugling gf the Jeſuits, 
and fatisfie all that are. but truly willing to ynderitand \whether 


the cauſe of Roman or Reformed Churches be of God ;; and © 
toleave the Reader utterly T0: able that after this will be: 


a Papi nyt. guarto. _ © 
27. A Treatiſe of Self. deryal, in quarto. 

28. His Apology againſt the Exceptions of Mr. 5lhe, Kern- 
dal, Crandony Eires, L. Moulins' in guarto. 

2 A The unreaſonableneſs of Infidelity, in ur parts, &c, 
in ce av. 


3>. The Worceſter-ſhire Petition to the Parliament, for the : 


Miniſtry of -Engled, defended, £5. in guarto. \ 
31: His Holy Common-Wealth, or Political Apho1iſms, 


n- diſcovered, at the invitationwof -/ 


opening 7 * 


-% 


-Hat 


| enter Price Government, &e. In ocfave. L 


Faith, &c. -in quarro. 


3 
oY b= His Humble Advice ; or the Heads of thoſe Things 
'W 


were offered tv many honourable Members of Parlia. 
j Ee Fe, Inguarto. 
34+ The Lakers Catechiſm ; or the Quekers queſtioned, 
"_ 
An Accoutit of his preſent They ts 5 contettiing the 
| clloratia about >. afyerance Saltits, in quarto. 
wn His Lettet to Mr. Drury fot Pacigcarion In qw4yto. | 
- The ſafe z of three Diſputatious for the Re- 
| formed Catholick Religion, HHTEIET Popery, &'s, in oavo. 
38. Catholick Unity 4 ot the only way to bring us all to be 
''e one Religion, &c. inewelves. 
39. The true Catholick, and Catholick Church deſcribed, 


4 [- in :welv.s, &Ccz 


40. The ſucceſſive viſibility of the Church, of which Pros 


1 _— L,. the ſoundeſt Mepabers, &'c. in octave, 


A Sermon of Repentance. 
6: Of Right Rejoycin vr, 
. A Sermon of Faith ote the King, 
a A Treatife of Death. 
45. - The Vain Religion of the Formal Hypoctite; &. 


; y 11) Tre Sermons preached at the Abbey in Wefmraſter, it 


4 
I F 
| 47: Shott Inſtrudtions for the Sick, a ſhtet-. 


| ance in _ 


twelves, © 
46. Two Sheets for poor Farnilies, Oc; 


So ls rig rs Oc, in quarto. | 
milthick of Salb-lgnorzace, and benefit of SelF: 


Fo. Univerſal Concord, 9c, in oeFavo. 
51. The laſt Work of a Believer, 5c, in :2welves. 
52, The Divine Life, in three Treatiſes : The firſt, Of the 


Knowledge of God : The ſecond, Of Walking with God: The 


- third, Of Converſi ing with Godin Solitude, in quarts. 
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"*Mind the true Idea or Conception of Godlineſs ang Chriſtia- 
vity, in ove, A 4 55. Now 
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53. The Reaſuns ot the Chriſtian Religion, ©. 
54. DireQzons for weak diſtempered Chriſtians, to grow 


7 by intoa confirmed ſtate of Grace, ©&'c, 2. The Characters 


a ſound confirmed Chriſtian, written to imprint on Man's 


34. 
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ry to the Unity 2oncord of 'Cht Mans ; and are delivered . 
1.2, Hog | ales & Cure of ro Mk E Diviſions, in ottavo. q 
5.9. A ſecond 5, Ma. Edmard Baghhaw, writ- ' 

fl to.call. he % bor in y falſe EZ ot Crimes 
and eſpeci: y,ti TOs ſhabl le Untfoths 'in matter of Fa, 
Hldegs pabl by Hier his in 90 Hp Libels, 1Twhich he 

the” epraving. Principles "of - | 


Che TDi wy ſh then bh to what WY are [ 

N -TNEY  JINTU avoil munion wit true” | 

Enrcel and Chriſtian Poe COMM bm "in 0&9, 7 
pDifergee berween,the. Power of. Magifttates Sid ; 

Cp *and the Roman K inzdom and Magtftracy, , 2 

under the Narti EF *EChurch and: _Cfivrehy Goyerumeyt, -ufur- 7 

ped by the Popes. 2s liberally given r him "by Popih 1 Princ es, *In | ? 
' "Qnarto, | 

| , :- 61, The Church Tot of Ms: > Adabd Bagſhaw Seanets, 

_. --- ang of the, dange "ous ſgares” "of. -Satan, now A haid for - 4 
.* Bo” 2 yg ants Principles,%n" quarto, " - ; 
= 1 They NI "Heavenly. Medit tony in 97747t0;” '® 
Yo Þ How far Holineſs is the Deſign of Chriſtia eyes in my 
64. God's gopdne dnefs"Vindicat ed, "Ifith reſpect tothe 'Do- A 

Ss Thel -obation Ind” Dam ton, "Th twelyes, © S 
| vine Appoinitment'of the Lord's Day; in I. ; 

52 i Meets Reafotib r the Chriftian Religion, nd. wo, Rea- OY 


Fay fs, it, in twelves. 3-3 v JIG 
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There is fiow extant anorfian* Thectife of Mr. _ DAllejs, 1 
Entiti ed.y Az Alarm to Uniobverred- S1zners ; with maby-. 
- Tradtical Sh of f Sonſeines, in otevo, el -& 
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Practical. Divinity. 


} With the Pettinent Caſes of Conſcience. 
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BEING 


RENE J k. Young Preachers 
4 | A Prompruary for < © Maſters of Fanlies 
| - and Help ps Private Chriſtians; in 
;- i, --their daily Practice. - Ry 


And Gigs DE Hiing of the requeſt of many 
- Foreign:Divincs: long. hince made to A. iN 
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; Oſher, and Horgan by Mr. Da. 


> "By Richard Barr 


In Folia 
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Books Prifited for Dorman Newman, - at the 
| Kings-Arms tx the Poultry, 
| F ol:0, | 


P Rins New Hiſtory of the Kings of England, 
Stapletons Tr lon'of Fuvenal, 


, | | * Qwarte, | 


Mownt Piſgah, of a Profpetof Heaven z Being an Expo< 
fition on bn CH of the firſt Epiitle of Sr. Potts 
the Theſſalonians, by Tho, FP 

The Real Chriſtian ; or a Treatiſe of BfeQual Calling , 
wherein the Work of God, in drawing the Soul to Chrijz, 
being opened according. to the Holy Scriptures, ſome things 
required by our late Divines, as neceſſary for a, right prepara- 
tion for Chr:ft, and a true clofing with Chr:f, which bath 
cauſed, and deth ſtill cauſe, great trouble to ſome ſerious 
Cay ® with due reſpe&s to thoſe Worthy Men bronght 


. to the Ballance of the 'SanRuary, there weighed, ang, ac+ 
rordingly judged, by Giles Fermin, as off 
riftian Man's Callmg ; or a Treatiſe of making Re- 


ligion ones Buſineſs, wherein the Chriſtian is direfted how he 
may perform it in his Religious Duties, in Natural Actions, 
in his Particular Vocation, in his Family DireQions, and in 
his own Recreations, By George Swennoch,, late Preacher art 
Great Ksngbal inthe County of Bucks. * 

Late M at Glaſgow ;, with a Preface prefixed by | Door 


Qpwenx, | 
Mr. Caryls Expoſition of the Book of Fob, 


The Sinners Sandtuary; or. a Diſcovery made of thoſe 
Glorious Priviledges ofered unto the Penitent and Faithful 
under the Goſpel ; being forty Sermons on the Eighth Chap- 
ter of the Romans, by Hugh Binning. 

'The Q»4kers Spuitual Court Procaimed, 


DoQtor 


An Papattion of rhe Song of Solomon, by Fames Durhain, 


OED > = OO REP 


Dodtor Robert Wilds Letter to a Friend in Londow, | 

the receipt of his ns Declaration for L F | of Os 

* exce , together with his Poersca Licentia, or 2 Fneadly De- 
3 bate between a Conformiſt and a Nonconformiſt, 


OXavoes and T welves. 


Heaven on Earth or the beſt Friend in the worſt of Times + 
To which may be added, A Sermon Preached at the Funcral 
of Thomgs Meſely, an Apothecary; with a full acconnt of 
his Converſion, drawn up by his own hand before his death ; 


and publiſhed by Fames Faneway, Miniiter of the Goſpel 


A Token for Children; Being an Exa&t Account of the 
Holy and Exemplary Lives, and Joyful Deaths, of ſeveral 
Young Children, in two Parts, by Fames Faneway. 


Memorials of God's Judgments, Spiritual and Temporal ; 
being Sermons preached in Loxdoz, during the late Vifitation, 
by Nicholas Lockser. 


HOSES oe 


» 


Lazarus Redivivus ; or 2 Diſcovery of the Tryals and 
Triumphs that accompany the Work of God, in and about his 
People ; laid open in ſeveral Sermons, by N. Blakze. 


Fenners four Sermons againſt Popery. 
Biſhop U/bers Life and Death, 
A Plat for Mariners ; or the Seamans Preacher ; delivered 


in ſeveral Sermons on Fonah's Voyage to Nrmiveh, by Fohx 
Rither, Preacher of God's Word at Wapping. 
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THE 


Ate & Death | 


- of that Excellent Miniſter of Chriſt, 


E. 
_ 


Mr. JOSEPH ALLEIN,- 


Late Teacher of the Church at Taunton in 


-" Somerſet IO ;- Aſſiſtant to Wnny Mr, Newton. 


m—_— 


Cc H A P.. ;L. 
_ The Introduction: 


PEAS 3 Hiſtory is both Vſeful and Delightful to 
| © Man-kind ; ſo Church-Hiftory above. all, 
ff hath the uzheminence: in both : for it 


N [Sf Q as —_ _ uo) gy oof oo, In 
FS>>] which he mojt Gracitoully condeſcendet 
EST == to Man, and thoſe Adtions of Men, 
in which they have moſt. nearly to do with God ; and Treat 
ing of thoſe Holy Societies, Events, an4Bufi nefſes in which 
God's Holineſs is moſt conſpicuous, 3nd his Honour moſt Con- 
E.rned | in the World. The Narratives of the great Victories 


ZD Treateth of the greateſt and moſt neceſſa- 
ry Sybje&s.:' It 1s moſt eminently Divine, 


and 


=, 


b 
? 


I SH 


"And large Dominions of AlexanderyCeſar Tambeilain,or ſuch 


others; are but the Portraiture of Phantaſms, and the Rehari.. 
on of the Dreams of Vagrant Tmaginations, or of the Lifeleſs 
motions in a Poppit-Play, where there is much ſtir to-little 
purpoſe, till the Play be. ended ; further than the: Mat-. 


- ters of God, and of the Church, aud Mens everlaſting con. 


- cernments,are comprehended in them. The report of one Souls 
Converſion to God, and of the Reformation of one Family, 
City, or.Church, and of the noble Operations of the bleſſ:q 
Spirit, by which he brings up Souls to.God, and conquereth 
the World, the bleſh, and the Devil ; the Heavenly Com. 


© munications of God anto Sinners, for their 'Yivification, IL. 


lumination, and holy Love to God, and-to his Image, are fo 
far better than the Stories of theſe grand Flurderers, and Ty-. 
rants, and their great- Robberies, and Murders, called Coz- 
gueſts, as the Diagnoſticks of Health are than thoſe of Sick-. 


/ nels: Or,as it is'more pleaſant to read of the Building of Ci- 


ties, than of their ruins ; or of the Cures of a Phylitian, 
than of the hurts done by Robberies and Frays ; yea, of the 
Healing of Immortal Souls, than of the over-haſty deitroying 
of mens Bodies, which would quickly turn to Duit of them- 
ſelves, if theſe valiant Murderers had but the patience to.itay 
the time. ” 

And among all parts of Church-Hiſtory, the Lives of Wiſe 


and Holy Men, do ſeem. to be not leait ff; and Del:ght- 
fel ;, (which is the reaſon why Satan bath ſo 


; marvelouſly and 
ſucceſsfully beſtird himfelf, to corrupt this part of Hi:tory 
with'fo many impudent” lies in the Popiſh Legends, as might 
render all ſuch Narratives afterwards Contemptible- and in. 
credible,and might deltroy the Ends:) Theretore is the Sacred" 


, Scripture ſo much Hiſtorical ; and the Goſpel it ſelf is not a 


Volumn of well compoſe] Orations, or a Syiteme, or Encu- 
clopxdia of the Sciences and-Arts ; nor yet a great Volumn 
of urineceſſary Laws ; but the Hiſtory of the Lite and Death 
of Chriſt,and the wonderous Works of Himſelf, and his Spirit 
in his Seryants, and a Record of thoſe. brief Laws and Do- 
Erines; which are needful to the Holineſs and Happineſs of 


Man. 


In the Lives of Holy Men we ſee - God's Tmge, a1 tte 
Beaytizs of Holinzf5, not only in Precept, bat : +.'? 2UTY 2 :14 
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Precepts and Rules be more perfe& in their kind,as wanting no 
or Part, yet the real Impreſs and Holineſs in the Soul, 


—_ Image of 7-4 which is the end of the former, 


ts of a perfe&t Rule, who cannot 
them in.a Holy Lite. Many*- 


Holineſs moſt excizgth Malice | Beſides, that the beſt of men 


_ hare dmperfeRions, which may be a pretence for DetraRion, 
Slander,and Perſecution;when the Sacred Rule is not ſo boldly 


to be accuſed, till they are ripened in Malignity and Audacity. 
Many a one can read with Reverence the Life of a dead 

Saint, who will neither imitate nor indure the Living, And 

I deubt vor but many can bear the Narrative of this holy.per-. 


ns. Life, who could not have endured to ſee themſelves con. 


demmed. in the Exerciſes of his preſent Holy Zeal. | 
. And yet it 15 not to be denied, but that Humane Nature yet 


 eontaineth fuch Principles and Inclinations, as give an honou- 
. rable teſtimony to goodneſs ; For the exercifes of prudent, 


: tal, equal Vertue, and eminent holineſs in a Heavenly 
1 ite, and in the joyful Hopes of the inviſible Blefſedneſs, and 
in fervent Loye to God and Man, and in an innocent Life, 


. and Self-denying endeavours to do good to all, do ſo much 
* convince and awe Mans Nature, and fo powertully command 
Approbation. and Honour, that Satan and bad Men could not 


r-fift them ; were it not that ſuch excellent Perſons are too * 


;Rare, and tht the far greater number of good Men are 1a. 


mentably imperfe&, and tainted with many unlovely Faults : 
And wete it. not a-fo for two great 2dvantages that Satan layeth 


| hold on; that is, Mens Srraxgenecſs and Diſacquaintance with 


thoſe that are good,” and the Slarderozs reports of them by 
others. And whoever noteth it;ſhall find, that moſt that ever - 


| Hated and Pe fecuted men of eminent Holineſs, were ſuch as 


never intimately knew them, but only at a deceitiul unch 
ane 


(15 ) 

end fach 25 heard them odiouſly deſcribed b ing 'Tongues? 
_ it is not a ſmall benefit of this kind of Hiſtory, that 
the Weak and Lame Chriſtians may ſee ſuch excellent Exam. 
ples for their itnitation ; and the Rag and __ 
- Chriſtian may have ſo real and lively a reproof ; and the 
diſcouraged Chriſtian may {ee that higher degrees of good- 
veſs, are indeed attainable ; and that the dark and troubled 
Chriſtian may ſee the Methods in which Gods Spirit doth work 
upon his Servants, and fee that a Genuine Chriſtian life, is a 
Life of the greateſt joy on earth : Andhat the floathful Hy. 
pocrite, may ſee that Religion is a ſerious Buſineſs : And that 
the factious Chriſtian, may ſee that a man may be eminently 
Holy, that is not of his Qpinion, Side, or Party : And that 
both the proud domineering Phar/ſee may ſee, that eminent 
Piety. i3 ſeparated from his Traditions, Formalities, Cere- 
monies and Pomp : And the Qpinionative Hypocrite may 
ſee, that Holineſs conſiſteth of ſomething elſe, than' in cir. 
cumſtantial and fiding Sn, and in a condemning or 
-other mens outward Expreſſions, . or Modes of Worſhip, or 2 
"ng Zeal againit the Opinions and Ceremonies of 
others, | 

And it is a notable benefit of this kind of Hiſtory, that it 
is fitted to Infinuate the Reyerence and Love of Piety into 
young unexperienced Perſons : For before they can read much 
of Tbeologscal Treatiſes with underftanding or delight, Nature 
enclineth them to a pleaſure in Hiſtory, and ſo their Food is 
fugard to their Appetites, and Profir is entertained by delight. 
And nothing taketh well with the Soul, that is not pleaſant to 
It ; nor did he ever know the true way of Educating Youth, 
or doing good to any, that knew not the way of drawing 
them to a pleaſedneſs, and loye to goodneſs : One twlit pune 
ym quis miſcurt utile aulcs, 

On ſuch Accounts, we may conclude that ſuch men as 
Melchior Adamms, Mr. Samuel Clark , &c, that have ſerved 
. the Church with this fort of Hiſtory, have done no ſmall or 
uſeleſs Service ; which we the eafilier perceive when we re 
member at what rates now the Church would purchaſe a full 
' Hiſtory of the Lives of all the Apoſtles, and all the Eminent 

Paſtors of the Churches for the Frſk two hundred, or three 
hundred Years ; yea, or but of ſome few of them, And ow 
Muc 
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the Harmony and Compleatneſs of fuch | 
, of them in a high Degree, as yfe to exalt the*fame of others, 
- in whom! ſom&ofie or: few of them. is: found. "And all thefe 
- in g mari fo young, aSunlkſsmrrohe Foh. Pirie Mirandula,one 
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+-vahic alÞrheir own; and tohih fot ap- 
meet to ay6id;appearances-of Pride, and 


2D FTI rs gy {In 5:54 FITS TITS + | St} 63» = 
_ *Oſtentation, 'that few'think *meet to take this courſe. And 
' the next deſirable 1s, That their-intimate Friends would write 


F 


their Lives atdarge, who ate beſt able'; as" Camrerarges hath 


d oO 


 done._MeluntFhons;: and Bexa, Calyins ; andas the Lives of 
\ Buccholtz;#r, Chyrrizas, arid many; more are writtert.* © js 


' But none of all this 'muſt be expeted_ concerning this our 


Brother :*Becaufe he was you E, and taken gay before any 


a 
| had thoughts of -gatheringup*his Words or Actions for any 


ſichruſ:” Thoſe that have-done this little, -being-his Fathers, 
and Seniors, who lgoked to have diedlong before him : And 


" becauſe" he lived * ma time of Trouble, and Divifion, and 


Sufpition, in which every man had great concernments' of his 


- own to mind ; '*and jwwhich men are afraid: of praifing "the 
"Holy Servants, of God, left it offend thoſe that in ſome things 
differed om them;,* FT EIT 


The ſpecial Excellency of this Worthy Man, -Jay chiefly in 
articular Gitts,and all 


Keckerman, one Pemble, in a Countrey, is rarely to.be found. 


Do youtdefrre the Preparatives of Languages,and Philoſophy > 


In theſe he was Extmious, as his Treazife de Providentia, Li- 


 cenſed for 'the Prefs. (of which more anon) doth. ſhew ; 
. with-ſevetal other Manuſcripts of like nature. © How throughly 


had he ſearched the Writings of Philoſophers? How fully had he 


_ forndont how much Natural Reafon doth- atteſ, and ſpeak 
* for the Attributes and Providence of God, 'and the Principles 
- of a Godly Life, © And how much Super-nataral Reyetatin 
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:ſuppoſeth,-and findeth ready to entertain.it and befriend.it 
the F pht and Law of Nature > How excellently able was he 
leal with the Naturaliſt at his own Weapons, aud to ſhame 
m that call Religion an ay api or #rreaſonable thing v 
doubt it was an excellent help to his own Faith, to have ſo 
ar and full, a fight of all thoſe S»b/idrary natural Verities, 
ich are known propria lace, and are out of the reach of thoſe 
liguant "ar Aa by which the Tempter 1s often queſti-. 
hg Supernatural Truths, Few Chriſtians, and too few 
ines do dig ſo deep, and proceed fo. wiſely, as to take in all 

| $a] elps ; but overpaſling thoſe preſuppoſed Veri- 
z, do oft leave themſelves open to the ſubti) aflaults of the 
npter; who, knoweth where the Breach is ; and will ſome 
(£5 urge ſuch .ObjeQions on them, as need a Solution by 
ws which they are ignorant of. . . | :- 
Do ao look for an high degree of Zeal > In this he was 
tvellous, being a living Fire, continually burning in the 
g of Goggod Man ;_ {till mounting upward, and Lindlin 7 
that were capable about him ; As prone to Fervour wn, 
Evzty, as earthen Natures to Cold and /dlereſs ; not weary 
well doing ; not ſpeazing ſlightly, and with indifferent af. 
ion of the great Fehovah, and of holy things ; but with the 
rence and ſeriouſneſs, as became one that by-Faich {till 
:the Lord : Not doing God's Work with an unwilling or 
uegiſh heart, as if he did it not, nor as thoſe that fear be- 
Joſers by God, or of giving him more than he deſerveth, 
ttin> Salvation at too dear a rate : But as a Soul that was 
xo Angels, which are ative Spirits, and a flame of Fire 
; came from God, the Lord of Lite, and Father of Spi- 
; and liveth in God, and is working and paſling .vp to 
q As one that knew that none other work was worthy of a 
;, (and approveable by ariy Reaſon, ſave that which is 
le a Salye to ſenſe). except onely the Souls Reſionarion, 
gence, and Love to God, and the ſeeh;ng of the Heavenly 
ble Felicity, inthe uſe of all theſe Means which God in 
ſures and Scripture, hath appointed- for the obtaining 


+ is too common to find men that are long and deep Stus 
IS In Philoſophy, and the Do@rinals, and Methods of Theo- 
; to. be found none of the moſt Zealous or ſerious Divines ; 
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mucti'& the Hiſtory of the Times they lived in; is con 
in a juſt Hiſtory of Tuch mens Lives, © ot 
- Tt were tobe wiſhed"thatimore did-as Thranm;atlrge ; or 
ins Schttet ns, im his Curriculum vite ſue arleaſt;'or yet a5 Fc- 
2:11#;andimany others, thargive us a Breviate of the moſt con- 


ained 


-fiderable Paſſages of their. own*Hves :-Becauſe no'tan' know- 


/eth' uſually" thoſe "intimate Tranſadtions of God upon mens 


\ 


*Souls, "Which are the Life of ſuch"Hiſtory; or at lealtno' uſc- 


ef part! But men atecconirfionly ſuppoſed to be {6 felfiſhly | 


- partia},-ang apt to offet—akie alÞrheir own; and to fiſh fort ap- 
- plauſe;' and ft” is ſo hed to arid appearances-of Pride, and 


\ Oſtentation. that 'few'think *meet'to take this courſe. And 


'the next defirable is, That their-intimate Friends would write 


their Lives atdarg?,-who are beſt able'; as" Camerarges hath 
- done. MelantFhons:,- and Beza, Calvins ; and 25 the Liyes of 
\ Buecholrz;r,, Chytrias, and many-more are witten,”  ', * 

. But none of all this 'muſt be expeted concerning this our 
Brother :*Beeauſe he was young, and jaken away before any 


.* 


had thoughts of--gathering* up: his Words or Actions' for any 


ſichuſs:” Thoſe that have done this little, being his Fathers, 
and Seniors, who lgoked to have died-long before him : And 
* becauſe he lived m'a time of Trouble, -and Divtfion, and 
' Sufpition, in which every man had great concernments of his 
- own to mind ; and iywhich' men are afraid* of praiſing "the 


"Holy Servants of God, leſt it offend thoſe that in ſome things 


| : differed from them;* : 


The ſpecial ExceNeney of this Worthy Man; tay chiefly in 
«the Hartony and Compleatnefs of fuch particular Gifts,and all 


, of them in a bigh Degree,” as yſe to exalt the*fame of others, 
- in whom ſom&ofte or: few of them, is: found. And all thefe 
- In gmail fo yonng, aSunkſfrirone Fob. Pirze Mirandula,one 


Keckerman, one Pemble, in a Countrey, is rarely tobe found. 


 Doyoudefire the Preparatives of Languages,and Philoſophy > 


"Thc 


In theſe he was Extmious, a&his Treaziſe de Providentia, Li- 


 cenſed for the Prefs. (of which more 'anon ) doth thew ; 
- witi-ſevetal other Manuſcripts of like narure. © How throughly 


had he ſearched the Writings of Philoſophers>How fully had he 
found-out how much Natural Reafon doth atteſt, and fpeak 


- for the Attributes and Providence of God, 'and he EOneDgs 
- of a Godly Life, * And how much Super-nataral Revyetattsn. 
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preſuppoſeth, and findeth ready to enterrain.it and befriend.ie 
1n the ght and Law of Nature > How excellently able was he 


to deal with the Naturaliſt at his own Weapons, aud to ſhame 


them that call Religion an 4 api or erreaſonable thing 
No doubt it was an excellent help to his own Faith, to have fo 
clear and full a fight of all thoſe Sub/edrary natural Verities, 
which are known propria lace, and are out of the reach of thoſe 
maliguant "hag ru by which the Tempter is often queſti-. 
oning Supernatural Truths, Few Chriſtians, and too few 
Divines do dig ſo deep, arid proceed fo. wiſely, as to take in all 
theſe 28nd bv : but overpaſling thoſe preſuppoſed Veri- 
ties, do oft leave themſelves open to the ſubti) aſſaults of the 
Tempter, who knoweth where the Breach is ; and will ſome. 
times urge ſuch Objections on them, as need a Solution by 
thoſe helps which they are ignorant of . . 3.26; 

. Do you look for an high degree of Zeal > In this he was 

Harvellous, being a living Fire, continually burning in the 

love of God,and Man ;_ ſtill mounting upward, and Lindlin 7 

all that were capable about him ; As prone to Fervour = 
Ad@trvity, as earthen Natures to Cold and 7dleneſs ; not weary 
of well doing ; not ſpeaxing ſlightly, and with indifferent af. 
tetion of the great F Mm and of holy things ; but with the 
reverence and ſeriouſneſs, as became one that by«Faich ſtill 


; . faw the Lord: Not doing God's Work with an unwilling or 


a ſluggiſh heart, as if he did it not, nor as thoſe that fear be- 
ing loſers by God, or of giving him more than he deſeryeth, 
or gettins Salvation at too dear a rate : But as a Soul that was 
Kin to Angels, which are aQtive Spirits,, and a flame of Fire 
that came from God, the Lord of Lite, and Father of Spi- 
rits, -and liveth in God, and is working and paſling .up to 
God. As one that knew that none other work was worthy of a 
Maz, (and approveable by ariy Reaſon, fave that which is 
made a Salye to ſenſe) except onely the Souls Reſipnarion, 
Qbedjence, and Love to God, and the ſeebing of the Heavenly 
durable Felicity, inthe uſe of all theſe Means which God in 


| Natures and Scripture, hath appointed- for the obtaining 
£ © "4t; - 


It is too common to find men that are long and deep Stus 


2 dents in Philoſophy, and the Do#@rinals, and Methods of Theo- 
} Jogre, to þe found none of the moſt Zealous or ſerious Divines ; 
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and for the learnedſt Doctors to be but-of the courſeſt and 


* weakeſt fort of Chriſtians. - Becauſe [they exerciſe the Head 
3lmett alone, and take little pains to. work whar Truths they 
'kiow upon their Hearts : As if the hrad were more diſeaſed 


with fin, than the Heart is, and the Heart had not as much 


; ,needof a Cure: Or as if God's Grace'did:not-as much-dwell 
inthe 4:1, as in the 'Urderfturding ;, and the Heart hafl not 


the nobleſt Work'to do. Die Light, and Love, are the TIn- 
ſeparable Tnifluerices and Effects of the Sandifying Spirit : 
Bur'yet ſometimes -the Indiſpofition of *the- Receiver, may 


kz6p'otit one of them more than the reſt. ZLeght alone may 


be 'profitable ito the Church, by breeding Zrghr in others : 


Bift Lyfe and Zove,alfoare as ſuitable means to..produce their 


+ Hke, 'as Dzphris, And without them, it is not a flaſhy Light 
and brig (nowledge that will fave the Soul. Tiut9 


dof! the'other fide, alaſs, how-ordinary is it for Zeal to 
makea bifSle in the Dark, and for thoſe that are very earneſt 
to be very blind > And firong AﬀeRtions (not to; 'bimſelf_ 
but about the'exerciſe of Religious Duties) to 
a weak Underſtanding : And fſo- for fuch well-meaning Per- 


{ons;-20 make moſt, haſte when they are.out of the way, and , 


to Uvide and trouble the'Church and Neighbouthood,by their 
ferveticy ifi Errour, till.late Experience hath -ripened them 
to ſee ' what miſchief their Self-conceitedneſs hathidane> O ! 


how happy werethe'Chireh of -God, if great Underſtanding 4; 
and feryent Zeal; were ordinarily as: well-conjoyned, as they 2 


were in this werthy Man, | 
And many have:much Rea#jrg, and plentiful XMaterrals 
for "Learning, who: yet were / never truly Learned, as being 


 Fnjtd:ctoms, and never i digeſted what they Read, 


into the habits of ſolid UnderRa ding. But fo'was it not with 


this our Brother, as his very Letters tully w#meſs : How clear-. * 


ly and foiidly doth he refolve that great Queſtion which he 
ſpeaketh to > As one that bad Theologie,. not in his Books on, 


. Ty, bur inhis Head and Heart, 


 AndT-account-itno. ſmall part of his Excellency, that his 


| Judgment led him to dwell ſo much on rhe great Eſſentials of 


Godlineſs and Chriſtianity ; the Love of God,and a holy,juit, 
and ſober Lite : * And- ttatthe laid not/out his Zeal diſeaſedly, 
and unproportionably, -upon-thoſe outward mr Ys 
| om 4 ware 


e guided by 


| where-the' noiſe doth-call of the minds of too thany, from 
" the jnward life of Communion with God : His Sermons, his 


7 


(19) 


Conference, - his Letters, were not about Mint and Commin, 


but about the Knowledge of God in Chriſt, which is the Life 
Eternal. 


>. 2 Yer that he did not proſtitute his Conſcience te the Intereſt 
. of the Fleſh, nor ſubje&t God to the World, nor deny Self. 


' denyal and the Croſs of Chriſt ; nor Hypocritically reſolve to 


hift off the coſtly part of Religion, on pretence of 1n4;ffe.. 


| Fency or Smalineſs of aity thing, which he thought God forbad 


Families and Souls, that it is no wonder i 


him ; you need no other proof than the following Hiſtory. 
And he was not one of thoſe weak well-meaning Mini. 
ſters, -who think that their meer Honeſty is enough to deſerve 
the eſteem of worthy Paſtors ; ror was he one of thoſe proud 
aneuEfy Perſons, who think that the Dignity of their Fun. 
&ion is enough to oblige all to bow to them, and to be 
Ruled'by them, without any 'perſonal Ws{4o-z, Holineſs, or 
MAaniftersal Ab;lsties, ſuitable to their Sacred Office : But, ſo 
great was his Miniſterial Skilfulneſs in the publick Explicati. 
on, and Application of the Holy Scriptures, ſo Melting, and 


4 Way; onvincing and Powerful,his unaffected ſacred Ora- 
F tory ; ſo wiſe and ſerious his private — with particular 


God bleffed him 
with that great ſucceſs, which is yet vifible among the People 


* Where he lived, and which many. of his Brethren wanted 
2 For he did not by ſlovenly Expreflions, nor imniethodical Ex- 

2 -ravagances, nor unſound injudicious etroneous Paſfages, nor 
5 by joculat Levities, or by naufeous Tautologies, make Ser. 
+ mons, or Prayers, become a ſcorn ; nor give advantage to 
2 carnal captious Hearers, who for every hair, not only abhomi.. 
2 hate the wholſomeſt Food, but alfo write Bovks to breed their 


q yy own Diſeaſe in others - Nor yet did he by af affected unna- 


' pn and Salvation 3 WAS a great advantage to his Succeſs, For, 


; tural curioſity of Jingling Words, and ftarched Phraſes, make 

: Sermons like Stage-plays, and dettroyed the Peoples Edifica- 

"2 cion, or their reverence of Holy Jhings : But he fpake as one 

+ that ſpake-from God, in the Name of Chriſt, for mens Re- 

novation and Salvation, in a manner fuitable ro the Weight 
= and Holineſs of the Matter, 


And his fervent. Zeal and Thirſt for the Peoples Converſi- 
les 


& 


(20) 


Je: mens Parts be ever To gear, I, ſeldom have known any 


mando'much gcud,that was not earneſtly deſirous to do good ; 
or mens Convetfion, he is ſeldom the means © 


It he lapg-not for m: | 
Convetting many, For there is a certain {vely ſeriouſneſs ne- 
 cfſuyin all our Studies, to make our Sermons ſuitable to 
their ends, andiin all our Preaching, to make them fit to reach 
mens Hearts'z without which they are as a blunted Kz#fe, or 
as a-Bell that*s crackt, or any other unmeet Inſtruments, 'un- 
able for their'proper uſe, -- And" though 'God cari work Mira- 
bes, and therefore can work without means, or without their 
fitneſs, yet that is not his ordinary way, and therefore is not 
Go be expeRed, DN | | 
And his great diligence from Houſe to Houſe in private, 
was a great promoter of his Succeſſes. I never knew Mini-. 
Ker, who. prudently and d:lygenrly took that courſe, to be un- 
proſperous in his Work but by them that have wiſely and 
ithfully nſed it, T have known that done, that before ſeem- 
ed incredible : And truly, when I think of ſome”men- yet 
_ Hving, and ſome few (too few) places (great places) which 
bpthe great Abilities, and' excellent Preactfing, the Perſonal 
Exhortations, and Catechizing, the unwearied Pains, and the 
.exttaordinary. Charity to the P 
Liyss of their Paſtors (I.can ſcarce forb-ar naming four or five 
.of my Acquaintance) have been ſo generally ſeaſoned with 
Piety, that the great Market Towns have become as Religi- 


.ou5,. a5 the {elefted Members, which ſome think onely ft tor | 


Churches ; it makes me conclude, that it 1s principally for 
want of {uch a Miniſtry, that the World is fo bad, and that 
| things are not done among us : And that for another 
Art 


of men to cry out of the Peoples Ignorance and Propha- . 


neſs,” and obſtinate Wickedneſs, while their Unskilfulneſs, 
.Sloath, Miſcarriage, and Neglig-nce, is the cauſe ; is as little 


honour to them, as to the Phyſitian or Surgeon, that when he - 


can cure but.tew, doth caſt the blame upon the Patient, when 
Skilfullzr men do cure the like, | 


. . And 9 o1 humility in ſtooping to the meaneſt, and con- -Þ! 
the pooreſt of the Flock, and not worn things i 


verfing w. 
above him, nor infinuating by fatteries into men of wotld- 
Jy Wealth and Power, no. doubt helpt on his great Succefles ; 
though it was not the way-to Preferments, Honhouts, wo nor 

| Saicty 
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oor, the the holy exemplary 
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4 Safety and Quietnefs to the Flefh.Had Batre dc F't through? 


/ outfincerely, it had been a very honourable and comforta- 
+ ble word to him fromKing Balack,, Num.24.t 1. / thought 58 


| back from honour. 


{2g 1+ 


- becauſfein theije diſtemper 


, OY 


promote thee 't3 great honour, byt loe, the Lord hath bepr thee 
a It is more honourable and comfortable to 
be kept from honour by God and a good Conſcience, than ts 
be honoured, by men on finful terms. - | 

And the moderation and peaceableneſs of this holy Man, 
was very exemplaty and amiable ; which I the rather mention, 
ed times of Temptation, too ma- 
ny think that the' excellency pf Zeal Ilyeth in'going \to the 
furtheſt from thoſe they differ from; and fuffer by. And be- 
cauſe ſome will think, that knew no more of him, but oncly 
how oft and long he lay in the Common Goal, that fure, he 
was fome violent unpeaceable Zealot. ' No, his. Zeal was for 
Peace and Quietnefs, for Love and for good Works : He was 
not-uſed to inflame men againſt Difſenters, nor-to Back-bire 
others, nor to make thoſe odious that were willing enough to 
have made him fo; He fled from one extreafi with fear, and 


$ A of the other. He was indeed htmfelf a Silenced Mi- 
', andwho had been blefſed with his fruitful Labours ; and his 


ter, in a Place, and among a People who bad his heart, 


Judgment was, That it is Sacriledge for a Miniſter Confecra- 
ted to God, to alienate himſelf, and. violate that Covenant 
and Miniſterial Dedication, by giving over his Work. as long 
as he hath ability and opportunity, and the peoples Souls have 
a true neceſſity. And therefore he choſe that long Impriſon- 
ment, rather than voluntarily - to Surceaſe. 
had Liberty, he went oft to the publick Aﬀembles, and was 
a Hearer where he was wont to be 2 Teacher, and encoura- 
ged the People to do the like. He fpake not evil of Dignt. 


| ties, nor'kindled ſeditious. Principles or Paſſions in the Peo- 


. } ples minds,” nor diſaffefted them againſt Authority, nor ag- 


i} roms his ewn Sufferings to exaſperate their minds againit 
; fa 


ch as he ſuffered by ; though how great they were as to the' 


S. . Effe&,the Sequel will acquaint you. [n all, be did in patience 


flefs his Sou}, and learned fill more patience by the things 


| which he ſuffered, and taught others what he learned hin 


ſelf. < 


But above all, it is his bigheſt excellency in my eyes, a 
4 . Ne ep B 2 ie 
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' he attained to the right temperament of the Chriſtian Relig: 
on, ard to a truly Evangelical frame of Spirit, ſuitable to the 
eros hopes of- Faith, and to the wonderful love of out 
Redeemer. And when moſt Chriſtians think that they have 

done much, if they can bur weep and groan over their Cor-= 


yuptions, and can abſtain from the Juſiful Pollutions of the 
World, in the midſt of many doubts and fears ;- LOVE and 
JOY, ands HE AVENLY MIND, were the Internal 
part of his Religion ; and the large and /fervem PRAISES 
of God,and THANKSGIVING for his Mercies;eſpe= 
cially ror CHRIST, and the SPIRIT, and HEAVEN» 
were the External Exetciſes of it. He was not negligent in 
confeſſing Sin, nor Tainted. with any .4:#:20-:z4a7 Errours ; 
but PRAISE, and THANKSGIVING, were his Na- 
tural Strains ; his freqzenreſt, longeſt, and heartieſt Services ; 
He'was no deſpiſer of x broken Heart ; but he had. attained 
the bleſſing of a healed Joyful Heart. The following Narra- 
tives, the ftrain of his'Letters, but above all the admirations 
of his neareſt Ffends, will tell him that will enquire, ' how 
his tryumphant Diſcourſes -of the Hopes of Glury, and his 
frequent and fervent Thankſpiving and Praiſe, were the Lan- 

rage Which he familiarly ſpake; and the very buſineſs ofs his 
Vet and Life, And, O how amiable is it to hear the Tongue 
employed ſeriouſly, and frequently,” in that which it was 
mage for; even tn the praiſe of him that made it!' And to 
Tee 7 man' pafing with joyful hopes towards Immortality ! 
And to liveas one. that ſeriouſly believeth;that he muſt quick= 
Jy be in the Heavenly- Church, and live with God and Chriit 
for ever. ' O how comtely is it to ſee a man that faith, he be- 
Keveth that Chriſt hath redeemed him from Hell, and re= 
ronciled him to God, and made him an Adopted Heir of 
Glory, to live like one that was ſo ſtrangely faved from ſo 
wer a miſery, 'arid with the moſt affef&tionate gratitude to 
honour the Purchaſtr of all this Grace : And how uncomely a 
thing is it to hear a man 'fay, That he believeth all rhis Grace 
of Chriſt, this Heavenly Glory, this Love of God, and yet to 
be inclined to no part of Refizion, but fears and complain- 


ings, and ſcarce to have any words of Praiſes or Thankſgi- 
ving, but a few, on the by, * which are heartleſs affeted, and 
Conſtrained. O did Chriſtians, yea Miniſters, bur Live with 


the 


3 the Foy and Gratrtude, and Praiſe of Tehovah, which beſcem2 
+ eth thoſe that believe what they believe, and thoſe that are 
'" entring into the Celeſtial Chore, -they would then be an. ho- 
pour to God and their Redeemer, and; would win the World: 
 to-alove of Faith and Holineſs, and make them throw away. 
their worldly Fool-games, and come and ſee what it is that 
theſe Foyoxs Souls have found : But when we ſhew the World, 
no Religion, but Sighing, and Complaining, and live a fad. 


./ derlife than they, and yet talk of the glad-Tydings of Chriſt, 


and. Pardon, and Salvation, we-may talk fo long enough, be- 


. fore they will believe us, that ſeem no more to be Believers 


our {elves,. or before they. will leave their flethly pleaſures, for 
fo ſad and dreadful a Life as this. | 
; . Andasthis kind of. Heavenly, Joyful Lite is an honour to 
- Chriſt, and a wonderful help ro the Converting of the World, 
+ ſo15 ita, Reward to him that hath it ; which made this Holy 
 Perfan live in ſuch a. vigour of Duty, ſuch feryour of ho- 
ly. Love, and ſuch continual Contenr ir Godzſo ihat the King- 
dom of. God in him was Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy n the 
Holy Ghoſt ; which others think confifteth in Mears, Drinks, 
and Dayes, in Shadows and Circumſtances, in Sidings and 
in fingular Conceits, Rozz. 14, Cal. 2, 16. It was not a Me- 
Lencholy Spirit that afted him, nor did he tempt his People 
into.{uch an uncomfortable ſtate and ſtrein, Put in the mul- 
- tudeof his theughts within him;. the comforts of God. did de- 
: light his Soul : His Meditation of God and his Redeemer was 
: Siweetyz and he rejoyced in, the Lord, He delighted in the Law 
;_ of .the Lord ; and when delight invited him, no-wonder if it 
/ were his Meditation day and night, P/al. 1. 2. & 104. 34. ©, 
 Tig. 103. & 94. 19. - i, | 

+ © Andhowgreata SolacAvas this in his Sufferings, when he 
.could be in a Goal, and in Heaven at once > When he could, 
' .after the terrible torment of Convulſtons, have the foreſight 
and taſte of Heavenly Pleaſures > Nzhil Crus [entit 312 Ner- 
'; Vo, cum Anim eſt in Calo, ſaith Tertal. | Os 
 Andas he lived, fo he died, in Fgorows, Foyfwul Praiſes, 
and Thaxksgivings : Reviving out of his long ſpecchleſs Con- 
> vulſion, into thoſe fervent Raptures, as if he had never been 
7 to impatient of bcing abſent trom the Lord, as when he was 
: Juitpaſſing iato his Preſence ; 'or rather as if with hh 
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had ſeen Heaven opened, and Chriſtin his Glory, and could 


not but ſpeak of the unutterable things which he had ſeen. 


Edeny not buthis vigotous aQtive Temper, might be a great 


kelp to.all his holy Alacrity and Joy, pn his healthful State : 
But: when that frame of Nature was broken by ſuch Torments, 
and was then dfoldiag, to hear a dying Man about ſixteen 
Hours" together, ' like the - ferventeſt Preacher in the Pulpit; 
pour out his Soul in Praiſes and Thanskgiving ; and ſpeak © 


God; of | Chriſt, of Heaven, as one that could never ſpeak 


enough of them; and that with a Vivacity and Force, as if 


he had been in former Health, and. to tryumph in Joy as one 


that was jaſt laying holdnpon the Crown; furely in this there 
was ſomething that 'was the Reward of: all his former Praiſe 


= 

2 | 
" 
2 | 


and "Thankfulneſs ; and that which muſt needs tell the Audi- 


tors the difference, not'onely between the geath of a Righte- 
ous Believer, andithe wicked - Unbeliever, but the weak- and 
diſternpered Believer z” alſo the difference between a ſound 
and adiſeafed Chriſtian, 'and between the tryumphant Faith 
and: Hopes, of one that faw the God and World inviſible, and 
the zering Eaith, -and trembling Hopes of a feeble and 
diftru{tul Soul ; and between the death of / one that had been 
uſed to.converſe in- Heaven, and to make Thanksgiving and 
Praiſe his Work, and of one that had been uſed to cleave to 
Eatth, and make a great matter of the concernments of the 


Fleſh,” and to riſe bur lirtle higher. in Religion,#then a cowrſe 


of oatward Duty animated moſt with troubleſome Fears': 


Though he died-not-.in the Pulpit, yet he died in Pulpit= 


Work, fr fc. 


- © AndL.muſt alſo note,how great an advantage it was to him- .: 


{e1f, and to his Miniſterial Works, " "p94"? poſſeſſed deeply 
with this true ſen'iment, That tIE-PLEASING of G O D 
5s the proper ultimate end of Man, (not doubting but it in« 
cludeth the notion'of glorifying him): for thus his heart was 
rightly principled, and all his Do&rine and Duties rightly 
animated, Wk {1 PTR 
-*- Andas in all his Miniſtry, he was extraordinarily addicted 
to open to the "Hearers the Covenant of Grace, and to. ex- 
plain Religion. in the true Notion. of Covenanting with God, 
©2nd Covenant-keeping, and greatly to urge men to deliberate 
; well-grounded Reſolutions in this Holy Covenant (as. ca 
| rnat. 
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7 that underſtood that Baptizing is truly Chriſtening, and thay 


Baptiſm and the :Lord's-Supper are our Sacramental Cove- 
nanting, and that we need no new Deſcriptions nor Chara- 
&ers of Grace and. Church-Titles, if we underſtand ' what 
theſe Sacraments truly mean : ) So God was pleaſed to: give 
him a certainty and ſenſe of his Divine Faithfulneſs, in fall 
ling the Promiſes. of his- Covenant, and a lively ſenſe of all 
the benefits of it 3 and his Faith in God for the performance 


of his part, was as ſtrong and fixed, as was his own Reſolution, 


in the ftrength of Grace to be true to God : I compare not 
his reſolution to God's Fidelity; for what compariſon between 


A God and Man, - but onely to his belief of God's Fidelity, and 


his.comfort in- the aſſurance of the Conclufion, And as he 
was reſolved through Grace never to forſake Chriſt, ſo Chriſt 
did never. fail him,'-nor forſake him. And in his Miniſtry, 
in his Sufferings, and his Neath, this Faith, this Hope, this 


| . Heavenly Joy, : was. his ſupport and ſtrength ; and in. the 


y 


: Ede, 


Valley.of the thadow of Death, he feared no eyil. But when 


| his fleſh and heart failed, as to natural Rrength, the Lord was 


the Rock or Strength of his Heart, and neyer failed him, P/al. 
3--25. Let: me dig the death of the Righteows, and let my 


73:25. Ler: me 
af end be like his 


I have premiſed this encral Skeleton, . as Limners. and 
Builders firſt: draw the Pillars and S$:4za-24 of their Work, 


-which the following. Narratives will fill up : And I have given 


you this general -Indes, or. Contents,. of what is diſtin&ly 


.contained in the Sequel. - For the. Hitory is not .drawn -up 


one Hand, nor. as by one that iritended rather to ſhew what 
he could ſay, than what the Perſon was, and did : _ But it is 


-the brief Account of the ſeveral parts of his Life, drawn up 


by. ſeveral of his moſt worthy and judicious Friends, that were 


preſent,or molt jatimate and familiar with him, And I take thjs 
to be the beit Advantag? to a Hiitory,.as to the Truth, which 


ſhould ſatisfie the Incredulous, though not as to Unitormity, 
and a fluid .Stile, which. might pleaſe the Curious. - For a 
Man's Life is like a,War or Battle : No diſperſed War, no 
nor any one particular Battle, can fully be deſcribed by the 
Obſervations of any one man alone : But one Man is but in 


+ one places;-and fzeth onely that which is within his own pro- 
ſpe, which his proper ſtation did advantage him to ſee: 


But 


| (26 ) £ 
But when: Intelligent Men from each part of the Army do 
every one bring in their ſeveral Narrateves,” all agg, rs 
may be a ſatisfaQtory Hiſtory of the whole War, or Fight x 
$0 when a Marrs courfe of Life is tranſient, and one is his 
Familiar in his. Youth, and another at riper Age; one in the 
Univerſity, and another in the Miniſtry ; one in Priſon, and 
another at Home ;” one in Health, and another at Death it 
$8 no one of- himſelf that can credibly report the whole. . And 
therefore though by variery-of Stile, it may feem a Cexro, or 
a compoſed ; yet Truth being the Soul of Hiſto- 
ry ;/ that's beft' which is, beſt fitted to the lovers of Truth. 
And-though one part be written by a Woman, (his Widow) 
and another by his Reverend Father in Law.z another: by that 
worthy Paſtor whom he aſſiſted ; another by a Fellow Mint- 
ſter;' and another by a Scholar of his intimate Acquaintance, 


Cc. Yet is there ſuch Agreement in them all, and ſuch Evi-- E 


dence of unqueſtionable Verity, eſpecially/ to all that know 
theſe Worghy and Faithful Perſons, that for my part I rake it 
ascoming to me with greater advantages+than it it had been 
anevener Thred,/ drawn out by one skilful Hand alone ; as 
the writing of the Hiſtory of Chriſt by the four Evangelifts, 
1s advantagious to the Chriſtian Faith, The plainneſs and 
Sper Bivaſe of a Godly Widow, and of fo many Holy and 
-moſt credible Friends, 1s another kind of Evid-rice, than: the 
contrived Hiftory of a Learned Man, which is fitted to the In- 
tereft of a Party,to which the perſons Fame and Honour ſeem- 
th requiſite: I know not how a Hiſtory of this Nature 
could come to the World with fairer humane Evidence of ..un- 
queſtionable crediþiliry than rhis doth. ... . Nas 71" aa 
And lr Pofterity know. (for I need not tell it to this pre- 
fent Age, who live; in the Light) hat though this Servant of 
Chriſt excelled yery many of his Brethren;yet it is not that ſuch 
ered Fhk you in this Age, that bis Life is ſingled qut to 
be recorded to Poſterity <; But becauſe his affe&ionate Friends 
and .Auditors, are forwarder than :many others, hereby to 
tcl} the World, what! EffeRs his Holy Dofrine, and Exam- 
ple, hath Teft upon their hearts : It. makes the Writers heart 
to bleed, to think how many thouſands of Souls do;periſh by 
Ignorance, and ungodlineſs, even in England, and how many 


vait Kingdoms of the World are deprived of the Goſpel. 
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_ Tf you ask, What Labours he hath left behind him > I An- 
fer Van puede numbers of Holy Souls converted, con- 
firmed, and edified by his Do&rine, and the Example of his 
holy Life. The Spgcamer,. or Exemplar of a right Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, which he hath left to the Neighbour Miniſters 
that knew him, and to thoſe that now poſſeſs their Places, 


and to all the Miniſters of the Land, and to the ap that . 


are yet to come : For who will not be convinced of the 
necelfity and fweetnefs of Holy Diligence, in ſo good a 
Work, and become Laborious in the Word and Dodrine, 
who ſeriouſly readeth ſuch Examples as this here ſer be. 


"fore him > And who that conſfidereth it aright, can chuſe 


but ſee, , how greatly ſuch Holy Eabourers do differ from 
thoſe that Preach the Goſpel in ſtrite and envie, to add 
afflition' to Paxls Bonds, Phil. 1. 15. And thoſe that uſe 
their Minjftry but as Lawyers uſe the Laws, to get Preferment 
and worldly Wealth by it ; that they may fay, Sol, rake thy 
Eaſe, Eat, Drink,, and be Merry, thou haſt Goods enough lazd 
rp for many years : Till they hear at laſt, Thox fool,zhzs night 
ſhall they require thy Soul , Whoſe then ſhall the things be 
which thors poſſeſſeſs 2* So is every one that layeth up Riches for 
himſelf, and is not Rich towards God. + | 
Secondly, And for Writings, 'who can expe& that a man 
that entered upon the Sacred Miniitry at: Twcnty One years 
of Age, and died about Thirty Five, and lived in ſuch ex- 
cecding Miniſterial Labours, , ſhould leave many Books be- 
hind him of his Writing, (in an Age wherein we have had top 
many Books, and too few ſuch Miniſters) yet the follow- 
ing Hiſtory tells us, He is the Author of that Syopſes of 
the Covenant, in Mr, Richard Alleins Book, He Printed an 


| Expoſition of the Aſſemblies Carechiſm, with an Exhortati- 


on touſe it, As alſo Prayers for his Peoples uſe : And left a 
Book to work on the Unconverted, not yer Printed, And he 
hath left (alaſs _—_) a good part of a body of Natural 
Theology, called, eologia Philoſophica, 1. De cognttione Dez. 


/2. De Exiſftentia Dei, 3. De Nommibes © Subſtantia Det. 
4. De Attributzs Det in genere, (5 Spectatim de ezzus Unitate, 
5s. De Perfectione Divina, &c. 6, De Decretis Diving. 7.De 
i Providentia Divina, $. De Cultu Divino, de Precibus, In 
all which he ſuccinctly delivereth in a very good Latin __ 
| ; | the 
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the Chrifian Dogrine ; and then by : way of Annotation & 
addeth the Teſtimony of the Antient Philoſophers # fo that 


: You have together a fum of ſound Do&rine, and the fulleſt 


Atteſtation of Erhnrcks conſent- that ever T have ſeen ; being 
fuch'a Promptuary for. any one that hath nor leiſure to peruſe; 
-or to gather to ſuch particular uſes the Philoſophers themſelves 
that I know not where you can find'the like. For every Sheet 
'6r, two of his Do&rine on the or" there is about eight, 
'ten, twelve, 'or more Sheets of Collected Atteſtations. The 

reft are all imperfeQly written, "onely that De Prov;dentia, 

hath his Vit:man Manum, and is Licenſed for the Prefs ; but 

being Latiz and Greek, and ſuch Books having too few Buy 
ers in Ergland, none yet is found that will. be at the charge 


'of Printing it, much leſs altogether ; though indeed (though 


imperfe&) it'is pity they ſhould be feparated. The "Title of 
this Licenſed Piece-is, Theologse Phrloſophice, ſive Philoſophis 
Theologice ſperimen 3 In quo Aterns Des Providentia"ſolites 
"Nature lumme comprobatur, validiſſims ratiwonum moments 
demonſtratur, quoad Fartes, Species, "Objedta, & explicatur'; 
Contra omnes denique Adver(ariorum Objettiones firmatur : 


'Zx Arjftotele, Platone, Chalcidio, Salluſtio, Firmico, Empi- 


rico, Jamlico, Antonino, EpeReto, Proclo, Simplicio, Ci. 
'ccrone, Seneca, Macrobio, Porphyrio, Xenophonte, Galeno, 


'Plutarcho, Plotino, Tyrio, Appuleio, Alcinoo, alsſque Philo- 
'ſophrs, Oratoribrus & Poetgs, tum Gracss tum Lating, ad Athe- 
orum Convidtionems &© Orthodexorum confirmationem ; Elw= 


eubratione ].'A. Anno Dom. 1661. 
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A Brief Relation of his early ſetting forth in the 
Chriſtian Race, from hu Childhood : Alſo ſome 
Memorials of bis Induſtrious and Proſperous pur- 
ſuit of Learning, and of his ſingular Piety during 
bis Abode in the Univerſity. Written by an Eye- 
WWitneſs thereof- 


P 


ME® Foſeph Allein, Born in-the Dev:zes in Wilrſhir ey In 


the Year 1633. During his Child-hood, ſhewed forth 

a fingular ſweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and a remarkable Dili- 
ence in every thing he was then imployed about. The firſt 
obſervable Zeal of Religion that appeared in him, was in the 
eleventh year of his Age, about which time. h2 was noted 
to be very diligent in private Prayer,and fo fixed in that Duty, 
that he would not be diſturbed, or moved by the coming of 
any Perſon accidentally into the places of his Retirement. This 
and other Fruits of a Serious and Gractous Spirit, were. the 
common obſervation of the Family, From this time forward, 
the whole courſe of his Youth, was an even-ſpun thred of 
Godly Converſation, which was rendered more amiable, by 
his ſweet and pleaſant deportment towards all he converſed 
with. While he thus openly began to run his Chriſtian Race, 
his Brother Mr. Edward Alez, a worthy Miniſter of the Go- 
{pel departed this Life :1 Whereupon he earneſtly defired to 
be brought up in Preparation, to ſucceed him in the Work 
of-the Miniſtry. Which good Motion, his Father gladly 
-hearkned unto, and ſpeedily prepared to put it in Execution. 
Such was his great diligence at School, that he redecmed 
for his Book, the time allotted for Recreation, In the ſoace 
of abour four years, he attaincd to very good knowledge in 
the Liz and Gree: Tongues, and was by his School-Mafter, 
adjudged fit for Univerſity-Studies, After which,he abod2 ſom: 
time with his Father in the Country, where a worthy Miniiter 
> 1oSit 6 Vz 


BE. - Ra 
of. the Place read Logrck to him: And when the was about 
4 years Old, he was: placed in Z:izcoln Colledge in 
Oxfor | | obs 
in had not been long in the Univerſity, but a W:lrſhrre 
'Place becoming void in Cormpas Chri/ts Colledge, he was cho- 
ſen SCHOLAR of that Houſe : The Pregnancy of his Parts, 
afluring all that his 6wn MERITS were the SOLE 


FRIENDS, the ONLY MANDAMUS which brought him 
an 


Being etitered and ſetled, he gave both early and conſtant 
Proofs, of his wag yer Induſtry ; Signalizing thereby his 
love to Learning, and evidently Demonſtrating how much 
| heabhorr'dto be found a Drone in ſuch a Hive. He eſteem- 
- eda Colledge an othergueſs place than a VICTUALING 


HOUSE, and coming into this with a Nobler defign, than - 


ovely ro TAKE. COMMONS : Hethought bimſelf happy in 
nothing ſo much, as the advaritage he had gain'd for the beſt 
AGHU1es- | x; | 

I have known too miany, who in the very Places which 
they have got by their Parts, have loſt the Parts which got 
them their. Places z and peradventure - had. been excellent 
"Scholars, had they never had thoſe Incouragements to beſo, 
which they unbappily won froni their Cnmpiacics For 
Idleneſs enervates, the ſtrength of Nature, and makes thofe 
Loggs that-might have been Merewres ; but this Perfon was 
hone of thoſe, He quitting bimſ*]f fo well at the Ele&tion, 
was buta-Pledge and Dame of his doing better afterwards. 
He made it appear 'toall obſerving him, that when he ſtood, 
he ſtood not fo-much for a Place, as for the Accompliſhments 
by his future ſtudiouſneſs attainable in it, demeaning himſelf 
like one, who even in the dayes of his Vanity, well underſtood 


How prophane a thing it-was to live in a School of Learning, 


no-otherwiſe than as if it werea:;Sanfuary for Laſineſs, or a 
Place priviledg:d with nothing elſe but Leave and» Qpportu- 
nity to eat the Founders Bread, with no other, ſweat of the 
Brow, than-what*s provok'd in a Ball Court, | | 

. Never had Learning a truer Drudge fince ſhe kept Houſe 
in Oxford, At her:Work, he was both day and night, think- 
ing alFtime too little, -no pains too much that he ſpent in her 
Service : When but a School-Boy ( as I have beard!) he was 
pe | . obſerved 


Ba % a 
obſerved to be ſo ſtudious, that he was known as much] by 
this Periphraſis [The L4d that well ot play) as by his nam?*: 
Andſure I am, when in the Univerſity, he was fo generouſly 
and ingeniouſly bookiſh, that he deſerved to be called; The 
Scholar, who by his good will would do nothing clfe bur Pray 
and Study, | | 

. -Courteous he was, and very civil toall Acquaintance : But 
i they came to viſithim at Studying times, though they were 
ſure enough 'to find him within, yet withal ſo butte general. 
ly with better Company, as to*have no leiſure to let them in, 
And if at this they were moved, and murmured, and went 
away offended with him, he cared not. That notable Prin- 
ciple of Foachimue Fortizs, which ſhut him up, bearing him 
out, and being his relief in'\.all ſuch Caſes, Yaz. Better ut ys 
that they ſhould wonder at thy rudeneſs, than thou fhouldeſt 
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' boſe thy time ; for only one or two will rake notice of that, but 


zl Poſterity would be ſenſible of this. | 

His Appetite to his Buſineſs being.that to him, which AL 
larms in their Chambers are wont to be to others ; ſeldom it 
«was that he could'be found in Bed after four in the Morning, 
though he had ſtayed up on the ſame occaſion on which he 
then roſe, till almoſt One over-night, 
- For though whilſt J:nior Scholar, he obtain?d many weekly 
SLEEPING DAYS for others, yet in many years he could 
hardly vouchſafe himſelf fo much as one. 

And as thus he begrudg'd himſelf his Reſt,ſo thus alſyhis ye 
ry Food: It being as familiar with him to give away his Com. 
mons (at leaſt) once, as with any others to eat theirs twice a 
day. As if he who was never ſatisfied how many Volumns foe- 
Ver he devoured, had looked upon it as a kind of gluttony, to 
eat that Meal, the time of eating which might without preju- 
dice to Health, have beerrbetter ſpent upon a Book. Porphy- 
res With, v:2.. That he were able to live without eating, and 
drinking at all, that fo he might be wholly taken up abour 
nobler things, Is ſure the with of thouſands in the Leardned 
World, Certain I am it was his, and that if Piety would 
have ſuffered him,and they had not been ſuch dears Friends,he 
would have fallen out with God, tor tying his Soul to ſuch a 
Body, as could not ſubſiſt wichout (what he would of-en call no 


- better than time-conſuming things) Mear,and Drink, & Sleep, 


That 
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+ That this his laborious Studiovſneſs, was as delightful ind 
pleaſant to him, as the higheft Voluptuouſheſs can be to the 
moſt ſenſual Sot ; I conclude rot onely from the conſtancy of 
:ir, but from his charging Matrimony, to-which afterwards he 
became a.Subje&, with no greater tyranny, than the neceſ. 
fity which it laid upon him, of being kinder ſometimes unto 
himſelf, rhan he was wont to. be in Oxford. For being Mar 
ried, an intimate Friend of his of the fame Colledge, who had 
thoughts of changing his Condition, wrote to.himh, and (in a 
xiting manner) deftred of Mfim an Accourit of the Incon- 
yeniences of Marriage; to whom he returned this pleaſant (but 
very ſignificant) Anſwer. . Thou wouldeſt know the Inconves 
Hiences of a Wife, 'and I will tell thee ; Firſt of all, whereas 
thou riſeft conſtantly at-four. in the Morning, or before, ſhe 
-will keep thee till about fix. .' Secondly, Whereas. thou uſeſt 
to. {ſtudy fourteen Hours in the dav, the will bring thee to 
_ "eight or nine, Thirdly, Whereas thou art 'wont to: forbear 
ene Meal a day at leaſt for thy. Studies; ſhe. will bring thee to 
thy Meat : If theſe be not Miſchiefs enough to afright thee, I 
know not what thou art. h Bots xy 94 - 
_ Through his Induſtry ( with Gog's Blefhng: on it.) he ex- 
ceedingly proſpered in his Studies, and quickly appeared a no- 
table Proficicat, He: would often ſay, he chiefly affeed rati- 
. onal Learning, valuing Skill in Languages, onely for the ſake 
of things, and thoſe things moſt, which were of all molt like. 
ly to improve his Judgment. And'the truth of his words 
was ſufficiently evident :: For all that knew him, knew him to 
be as good -a Linguiſtfo as ſmart a Diſputant,and an excellent 
Philoſopher. -When he performed any Academrcal Exerciſes, 
either in!the Hall, or-in the Schools; he ſeldom or never 
came of without the - Applauſe, or: (at leaſt ) Approbation 
of all, but tte envious ; who alſo themſelves, even by their 
very Detractions, in ſpight of their Teeth, commended him z 
there being to the Ingenuous, no furer ſign almoſt of his\ha- 
ving acquitted himſelf well, than that ſuchas they could not 
endure it ſhould be ſaid ſo. | EO 
Certain I am, his pregnant Parts, and ear Accompliſh.- 
ments, were ſo muchtaken notice of in the Colledge, that fo 
ſoon almoſt as he was but Batchellor of Arts,he was even com- . 
pelled to. Commence a ' Tutor ;/ and preſently iniraſſey | (ts 
| pean 


.- ( 33 ) 
7 ſpeak within compaſs) with as great a number of Pupils as 
” Any in the Houſe. Soine of his Scholars are now Graduates 
in Divinity, and fingular Ornaments of that flouriſhing Soci- 
ety,. ( as Mr. Fohz Roſewel, B, D. Mr. Nicholas Horſeman, 
' B. D. (9c.) others of them, who left the Univerſity, have not 
7 gone without conſiderable preferments in the Church, (as 
} Xe. Fohn Peachil, lately Lecturer at St.Clements Danes, with. * 
7 out Temple-Bar ; Mr. Chriftopher Coward Prebendary of Wells, 
28&c.) AndI make no queſtion but all of them (which are 
*yetalive) honour his memory, and will at any time be ready 
}ro expreſs the grateful ſenſe which they retain of the advan- 
1 tage they received from his prudent inſtructions and pious 
Examples. . / or 
4 ?*Tis true indeed, he had no advancement proportienable 
#to bis Merits whilſt be ſtaid amonglt us : Bur if there were 
hing to be bland for that, *rwas nothing eiſe but bis 
town Selt-denyal. For a Chaplains place becoming void, he 
choſe that before a Fellowſhip, which he, knew well enough, 
"an alittle time, would. of ,courſe, and. by right, have been 
certainly his. And this choice having been made by him at 
#rſt deliberately, he never after in the leaſt repented, but 
father often reflected on with a great deal of content aud 
"comfort, . For-he had alwayes ſuch an huge affeQion for Pray. 
*tr, that he and his Friend could hardly ever walk. and dif. 
;courſe together, but before they parted ( ar his deſire ) they 
-pwſt alſo go and Pray together, And what a pleaſure then 
Fay we think it was to him, twicea day to engage a whole 
$ociety, in ſo dear an Exerciſe, with a Le? 2 pray « Frequent= 
indeed have I heard him ſay, He prized the Imployment 4- 
ve that, which generally we reckoned much better Prefer. 
Ment, and look'd, upon it as his henour and happineſs. 
2 And *twas well with us that fo he did, it being hardly 
av{l1ble that the duty of the place ſhould. have been by any 
aſcharged better than it was by him. We were' not .uſed 
C 0 Deas Goal of Noiſe, vain Tautologies, crude Etuſfions, 
mtelligible Senſe , or myſterious Non-ſence , inſtead of 
Fayer. His Spirit was ſerious, his Geſture reverent, his 
Yords few, but | quemn1—n and well weighed, pithy, ſo- 
W., and to the full expreflive of his as truly humole as ear- 
"Baſt defire; He loathed the —— which weat by the 
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name of. Zoly Boldneſs, and drew near to God ; not as. if he MY, 
had been going to play with his Marte, butas became a Crea- Þ 
ture overaw'd with the Majeſty of his great Creator. He 
prayed with the Spirit, ahd the Underſtanding alſo ; - confeſ- 
ſed Sin with real Griet, inward Hatred, and Deteſtation ; 
and. beg'd the Mercies he” came to beg, like one that felt the 
. want. and worth of what he beg'd, with Faith and Fervency, 
and true Importunity ; his Aﬀections working, but working 
rationally as well as.ſtrongly. _ | 
And this {as I doubt not it preyailed. above). fo it had on 
us the more ping influence, becauſe we found it to be no 
meer Religious Fit, "but exattly agreeable to the habitual 
frame and diſpoſition of the Man. *Tis a ſhrewd refle&ion 
which $742; makes on the Philoſopher Sallft, (how truly 
I know not, he is neither civil nor juſt to ſome) SEaxucis | 
5 or 4p 0g- mapadb}G- mamy av3proac, ona jiv pihodmgere þ 
T@- im 7 agpreericgy, mw 5 migorrQg- int T5 yihothripoy, 
Selligffs carriage was ſtrange to all men ; For though when A; 
he read his Philoſs y Lectures, he did it gravely.and very Þ a 
Tolemnly ; yer art other times he plaid the "Child, and that Þ ;, 
moſt ridiculouſly, And there are too many, both Chaplains Þ a; 
and Preachers, who juſtly merit as bad a Cenſure : Whilſt F & 
Praying and Preaching, they appear denwre, and mighty F +, 
devout ; yet take them out of their Desks, and Pulpits, and % 
they areas light, as vain, and frothy ; yea, extreamly diſſo- Wt @ 
Tote. as any others. But it was not. ſo with this Perſon : W þ, 
For fie was alwayes compoſcd and ſerious, grave and reve- i y 
rend, above his Age. He ſet God alwayes before him, and # py 
where-ever he was, laboured to live as in his Preſence. It YF 4 
was his folemn buſineſs to be Religious, his great endeavour  þ, 
to walk by Rule; his main deſign in ail his wayes, to approve MM ,y. 


himſelf unto his Father, which {aw in ſecret, and his dai y ex- I 
 erciſeto keep a Conſcience void of offence, both'towards God *X C, 
and'towards men. *. © © | Wy AY bo 
- As for the pleaſures 'and delights of Sin,” he highly nau- | 
feared and abhorred them ;' was ſo aboye them, that he could i {1 
not endue them :Qz4m2 [ave ift;s ſuavitatibas carere'! How @ at 
Fiveer was it ro him (as {aid once St. ar dry, to want thoſe Þ ey, 
Sweets'} And as for lawful delights and pleaſures, although 'f 6, 
he did divert unto, and now' and then ſolace a white, and .F 
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'F entertain himſelf with them, yet bow little was his heart 1:1. 
F to them, or was he ( generally ) taken with them ! He was 
7 as formal in uſing them, as ſome Chriſtians are in God's Ser 
© vice ; as they ſometimes do pray,as if indeed they prayed not ; 
} and hear, as if they heard not ; fo he rejoyced in ſich 
Z things as theſe, as if indeed he rejoyced not. He Jooked up.. 
# on them, compared witlr others, as upon his Righteouſnets, 
* compared with Chriſt's, as very vanity, yea, droſs and. dung, . 
7 His converſation being in Heaven, his ſweeteſt Comforts, and 
7 moſt priſed Refreſhments, were Divine and Heavenly, His 
3 Soul took often a delighttul profpe& of Eternity, viewing the 
} Regions of Bliſs and Glory, lobking wiſhly at (her Fathers 
2 Seat) the Mount of Joy;aſpiriring after a nobler Manſion, and 
7} hugging her {elf in a comfortable perſwaſion,that it would.not 
4 be ng ere ſhe ſhould be in it. And hereupon as he little 
F minded any RY lory, ſo he little Fa v4 cared for the 
3 poor and empty delights of ſenſe. 


3 However, he was not moroſly pious, nor did his Aﬀe@ion 
F'to God and Goodneſs, and the things Above, make him either 
XJ a Timon or a Cynic ; (It had not then been fo true and genu- 
FX ine, and of ſo right a kind as it was) Homlitical Virtue he 
4 as'much excelled in as any other, and the decried Morality 


FJ found ever with him. very great reſpect, being recogniz'd as 
FF an integral part of his Religion, | Los SS 
FF He was of as ſweet a diſpoſition, and of as highly civil a- 
& converſation, as a man (ſubje& to the common frailties of 
& humane nature) almoſt could be. He had fcarce a geſture 
*F which did not ſeem to ſpeak, and by a powerful and charm- 
4 ing Rherorich,, aifett all whom he converſed with. Were it - 
F hot that fo many other moral Perfe&ions and Excellencies 
F beſides that, it might as truly be ſaid him, as, by the Hiftorian, 
23 was of the Emperour, in reſpect of his clemency, That he was 
7 Torms ex comitate, made up as it were of nothing elſe but 
1 Courteſie and Aﬀability, - | : 
3 ForaFriend, I think I may ſafely ſay, He was one of the 
4 trueſt that eyer Perſon had intereſt in ; and withal, as plea- 
4 fant as a ſerious Chriſtian could well with.. He loved not 
IF raſhly , but where he loved, , he. loved intirely 5; and who 
Rf ever came to be entertained in his Aﬀeftions, were fure to 
# find a warm Lodging : There was no more but only one thing, 
14 C x whigh 
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which he thought too much for any, for whom he thought 
not tis Love too good, He could not fin {knowingly, and Fac 
willingly) for = Friend he had on Earth. When Lelizw Fe: 
inthe preſence of the Romant Conſuls, (who after the con. Bs 
demnation of Trberz295 Gracchs,purſued all that had been for- * 
mery intimate with him) came to enquire of Cazz25 Bloſrzes, me 
his chicteſt Friend, whar he was willing to have done for ha 
Gracchns : He anſwered, All things : What all things,rep]i- Þo 
© 
e 


ed Lelizes > Suppoſe he had willed you to burn our Temples, 1 
would'you have done it at his requeſt > I know, ſaid Bloſ7zes, Þ 
he could never command it ; but if he had, I had obeyed In: 
Him, T confeſs this Friend did never dare to be ſuch a Friend, ni 
orany thing like him « But Ufque ad Aras, ſo far as lawfully Fo: 
and confcientioufly he might do any thing, he ſtuck at no- Þt' 
_ wherein he might ſerve, pleaſure, or gratiftie them he JÞs' 

»» : 3 , ef 

And yet his love was not ingroffed by his Friends onely ; "Fel 
for whilſt to them he ſhewed himſelf friendly, good nature as $01 
well as Chriſtianity, obliged him to be kind to all, and ({ac- nd 
cording to his ablility) to the Poor bountiful. He was too {Þke 
frugal to throw away his Charity, yet not ſo covetous as to $a! 
with-hoid it when he mer with Obje&s to whom *twas due. Þin 
He -4id not think the little he had ſo much his own, as |Fea 
that his neceſſitous Brethren might not claim a part in it ; ve: 
and therefore gave them as it he had bezn paying Debts, and Þim 
not beltowing Alms. But of all moſt admirable was his oo 
aftetipn to the Souls of others, and his defire to do good bl 
- them. This indeed- was moſt conſpicuous, and ſeemed to Yim 
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Much like the Moon appearing bigger, and ſhining brighter -Þm 
than che other Stars. The ſage Pythageras, I remember, #0 
gave this very myſtical, but wiſe adyice unto his Scholars, jSom 
( "Eaipahoy pn £216y) By mo means to eat their own WB 
Brams, intending by it, (ml *tis conceived) that they ſhould Wat 
not keep their Reaſon (of which the Brains is an immediate WÞito 
Ioſtrumen:) unto themſelves, but Kill employ it for the 'Þ&l6 

advantage '$ 
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| 37 @ 
| Fadvantage of others. And fure c Perſon did forbear ts 
| eat, but by his abſtinence, fed many others with his Brains, 
. 4 e. his inlightned, improved Reaſon. Some there are, to 
. Zmy knowledge, who at this day do verily, think, they thoaſd 
, Mever have tound the way to live, to live for ever, if he 
- Jhad liv'd unto himſelf. Eminent was. his charity to the 
. oor Priſoners in Oxford Goal ; among whom firſt (as the 
, Feverend Mr. Perkins did at Cambridge) of his own accord 
, "Þe began to Preach, and held on conſtantly (whilft he re= 
| Jnained in Town) once a fortnight, for a-year and upwards, 
, Encouraging them to give attendance on his Minzftry, by a 
7 Fonſiderable allowance of Bread ( that week he preached ) 
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rt his proper coſt and charges. Frequent viſits allo was he 
2Þs'd to make at other times, to other perſons in the World that 
Fpcre but mean and low ; his main deſtgn (together with the 
; Felieving of their temporal wants) being to aſſiſt their 
5 Souls, and help them forward in their way to Heaven. And 
- Fndeed, in all his Converſes, where-ever he was, he was 
> \Þke Fire, (as Salut was uſed to ſay of Atherodorms) ix 
> 7% mins mh mngerxciuecn:t Warming, Refreſhing, Quick- 
ns gall that were about him, and kindling in them. the like 
5 \Feal for God and goodneſs, which he had in himſelf, Who. 
er they. were that came to viſit, or to be acquainted with 
Sim, it was their own fault if they got: not by him. {o much 
Food, as to be for ever the better for him. It was havd!y poſ 
ble to be in his company, and not to hear ſuch things from 
im; as, if well weighed, might have been enaugh to make 
' Hne out of conceit with Sin,and in love with Vertue,as long as 
'gne lived. ' Though he did not ſay (as Tis once) yet by his 
\Ictions, we may judge he-thought that he had even quite loſt 
8 day, when none. had gained fomewhat by him. He lived 
35 if he had been quickned with that ſaying, (which I have 
- Þmewhere met with in Terrzellian) Quid prodeft effe,girod iff > 
{#07 prodeſt > To what purpale ts 1t to live, and not tolt\e to 
;&ome good purpoſe. 
& . But this was that ( this ardent love to the Souls of men 
Wat quickly depriv'd us of his company, it carried bim down 
Mito the Countrey, where, how he demeaned and carried him- 
> *&lf, let others ſpezk. 
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A brief Charafter '# him by that Reverend Perſon 
Mr. R. A.. who was nearly related'io him, ſhewing 
how eminently be ws qualified for the Minifterial | 
Service aud W: arfare, unto which = was called. | 
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OF his Extra&, I ſhall ſay little ; He was the Son of a) 
| godly Father, Mr. Tob:e Allezz, ſometime of the Devs-"; 
2g, AN underſtanding, affetionate, prudent, and fignally- 
humble; and experienced Chr iſtian , Mak died addenty, pur 
ſweetly ; - his Son ſurviving him not above a year or two. Heil 
having been languiſhing G ſome tine, at length he ſeemed? 
"to we eh and went about his Houſe ;' on the morn-. 
Irg before he died, he aroſe abolit four ; about 10 or 11 he 
carne down out of his Cloſet, and called'for ſomething to ear, 
which being pre » he gave Thanks, but could not eat any\d $ 
thing : Mis Wi perceiving a ſudden change i in him, perſwa- 
cd Lim to go to his Bed , He anſwered, No, but I will die i inf 
— Chair, Sod I am not afraid to die ; "He ſat down and on-!; 
ly ſaid, My Life is hid with Chriſt in God, and then he cloſed# : 
his Eyes with his own hands, and died immediately. No more? , 
of the Father : Concerning his Son I ſhall ſpeak, 4 
What he was, and what his temper and behaviour was,| 1 


As 4 Man. 
As 4 Chriftzan. 
As 4 Minſter, 


1. 4s a Man, He was, 1. Of quick natural parts,and great] 
acquired | Abilities, concerning which I ſhall nced fay noy 
more, there being a fuller Account given by another 
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.: 2; Of acompoſcd grave and ferious temper and behaviours 
$ not at all morole, butfull of candour, free, affable; chexrful, 
FJ 2nd coutequs. I | 

| © 2, As 4 Chriſtian, He was for exemplary Holineſs and. Hea- 
venlineſs of. mind and life, much elevated above the ordinary 
Rank, He lived much in delightful Communion with God, 
his Soul was. greatly exerciſed in Divine Contemplation, and 
be would ſometimes ſpeak (to provoke others, whom he wiſh- 
4 <&d the fame delights, to the fame exerciſe) what ineffable 
"\F pleaſure, fweetnels, and fatisfaftion his Soul had"found in his 

3 ſlated Meditations on the Divine Attributes, diſtin&ly one by 
 3-2one.. In his Diſcourſes he would ſp2ak much and paſſor.ately 

J tothe commending and exalting of the Divine Goodneſs, and 
of the incxpredible dearneſs. and, tendernefs of the Divine 
Love. In Prayer he was not ordinarily. fo much in.confeffion 
or complaining of Corruption and Infirmities, {though he 
exprefied a due ſ:nſc of theſe) as in the admiring and praiſing 
of God in his Infinite Glorious PerfeCions, in the mention of 
his wonderful Works, particularly. of thoſe Wonders of his 
Love revealed in Jeſus Chriſt. . In ſome of his Letters to. me, 
When he had been ſpeaking of the Grace and Goodneſs of God 
to him, (of the ſenſe whereof he would ſeem to be even quite 
ſwallowed up) he would break of with fome ſuch Expreflions 
as theſe, / 42 full of the Mercies of- the Loxd ;, O love rhe 
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Lord for me-; \f ioue the Lord far my fake ;, O help mt, 
ethe | 


help me to. prat Lord, Pr | 
...His whole Life was adorned and beautificd wi.h the admi- 
 rable luſtre of his particular perſonal Graces. Os 
" 1. He was: a. Man of Love. His fweet amicable and 
courteous conyerſe, was ſuch as. made him the delzcze of his 
Acquaintance, and made way for the entertainment both of 
his ſerious Counſels and ſ:verer Reproofs : He grew deat un- 
to the Saints that knew him, becauſe they faw in his very face 
and all his Carriages, how very dear they were to him. His 
compaſtion to thoſe in diſtreſs, his bounty to thoſe in want, 
( wherein he abounded beyond bis ability ) his forbearance 
in-caſe of offences, his affectionate Language and Carriage,his 
readineſs to all obliging Offices of Love to kis Relations, to 
his Friends, .to Strangers, to Enemies, did evidently declare 
bow he loyed them, Eſpecially his Loye was let forth im 
- +15. Shak 4 ob. £4 C 4 F _ ; | {uller 


CS.) j 
fuller ſtreams upon the Congregation where he exerciſed his 7 
Miniſtry. - The People of his Care,were the People of his De- * 
light, . His ardent Jonging for their Souls, his rejoycing in ; 
their Souls —— proſperity, his bleedings and breakings of *. 


wk 
E*'p 
b 


p 
Soul under any of their falls or infirmities, his uncefſant la- 1 
bours among them, both publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, 
his frequent and affe&ionate Letters to them when he was ab- .; 
ſent ; his earneſt deſire to live and die, and be buried amongſt ! 
them, (declaring to them, Tha# if he died within fifty miles 
of Taunton, hs will was to be brought and baried there, that \ 
his Bones might be laid with their Bones, his Duſt mingled 
with their Duff) theſe all declare how greatly they were in his © 
Heart. pa, parent ths If Re, reared . 
'' 2, . He was a Man of Courage. 1. Hefeared. no dangers 
in the way of his Duty, knowing' that He that walks wp- | 
rightly, walks ſurely. In caſes leſs clear, he was yery inquiſt- 
tive to underſtand his way, and then he fixed without fear. 
2, "He feared not the faces of Men, but where occaſion 
was, he was bold in admoniſhing, and faithful in reproving ; 
which ungrateful Duty he yet managed with ſuch prudence, 
and ſuch expreſſions of Love, and compaſſion to Souls, as 
ace his way into hearts more caſte, and his work more ſuc- 
po es bon bh Pre Pe T8 
3. He was 4 Son of Peace; Both a zealous Peace-maker 
among differing Brethren, in caſe of petſonal Quarrels and 
Contzntions ; and he was alſo of ſober and peaceful Princi- 
ples, arid an healing Spirit, as to Parties or Fa&tions upon the 
accgunt.of Religion, * He” had an awful and reverend regard 
to Magiſtrates, mp, all provoking and'infolent ex- 
prefſions, .or mutinous and tumultous Attions againſt them. 
' 4. He was a Manof' Truth and Righteouſneſs ; Both as to 
his'own perſonal prattice,. and alſo was much in preſling .it 
upon others, eſpecially profeſſors 'of Religion, to be exam- 
plarily juſt in their dealings, and true in their words ; to be 
warty in promiſing, and punctual in performing. O how often 
and paſſionately have I heard him bewailing the Sins of Pro- 
miſe-breaking and deceitful dealing, whereof ſuch as he hath 
known to be guilty, have underſtood both by Word and Wri- 
ting how much his Soul was grieved at them, for the wrong 
they did hereby to theirs own Souls eſpecially, and the - 
S. Y iy. W 6 | ” proac 
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proach they brought upon the Goſpel of our Lord. 
5. He was of great Patrence,To ſay nothing of his behaviour. 
under ſufferings of other kinds, his great weakneſs, and long 
languiſhing for ſome years together, and his conſtant ſerenity, 
calms and quietneſs of Spirit, in ael that time, fo far from 
the leaſt touch of murmuring, that he was {till bleſſing the 
Lord for his tender dealings with him, have given the World 
a full proof that he was of a patient Spirit. 

6. He was Eminent in Liberality ; Henot only did, but 
deviſed liberal things, and by liberal things did he fland ; 
He fludied and confidered how he might both give him- 
ſelf, and procure ' from Sthers, relief for thoſe in want : 
He gave much Alms daily, both in the place where he 
lived, and where-ever he came. When there were Colle&i- 
ons at any time for pious and charitable uſes, He ſtirred up 
others to bountiful giving, both by Word, and alfo by his Ex- 
ample. In the Colle&ion for the Fire in Loder, He gave 
publickly ſach a liberal proportion as he thought meet to be 
an example to others ; and (as I came occaſionally to under. 
ſtand) leſt it ſhould be misjudged, he had been known to give 
more, he gave more than as much again ſecretly. He diftri- 
bute bak. amonglt his Relations, His Aged Father, and 
divers of his Brethren, with their large Families, being fallen 
into decay, he took great care for them all, and gave equcati- 
on to ſome;, Penſions to other, Portions to others of them ; 
and notwithſtanding all this, he had but a very ſmall matter. 
of Stock to begin upon, and never above? 8o pounds per 47, 


 thatT know of, and near the one half of his.tim?, not above 


half fo much ; only by the induſtry of his Wife, who for di-. 
yers years kept a Boarding-School, his income was for that 
time conſiderably enlarged, He took great pains in journey= 
ings abroad to many Gentlemen, and. othe rich Men in the 
Countrey, to procure a ſtanding ſupply for ſach No-2-conform- 
mg Miniſters as were in want. 

'7. He. was of an Adrive Spirit, He went about doing 
good, As he was abundant and uncefſant in his Labours in 
the Congregation where he lived ; So where-ever he came, he 
would be ſcattering ſome good Sczd, not only among the A- 
dult, but he would be dealing much with the Children in 
thoſe Families into which he came, asking them Queſtions, 
giiing 
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iving them Counſel, 'and fometimes leaving them his Coun=< 


in Writing. In his own Family (which was great whilit - 


his Wife kept Boarders). he was exceedingly induſtrious ; 
the gravity of his Carriage, contempered with much fweet- 
ms and affability —_—_ thoſe young ones, begat in many, 
of them, the Awe-and Love, as of Children to their Father, 
and made way for the fuccefs of his Indeavours with them, 
which was conſiderable upon divers of them, At Bath, while 
be Jay fick there, -he ſent for many of the Poor, both Old and 
Chaldren, and gave them Catechiſms, engaging them to learn 
them, and give him an account z who*came cheartully and 
ST to him, being encourage hereto by his Familiar 
Winning Carriage ; his giving thena Money, his Feeding 
and Fcaiting them. He would fometimes ſay, t's pet y that 
F Cownfel of our Lord (Luk.14.13:) of Feaſting the Poor, was 
xd more pradtiſed amongft Chriſtians. © ” 
8. He was of an bumble Spirit. Though God had io ex- 
mgly lifted him up'in the Hearts of others, yet he was 
not putfed up in his own: He was low in his own eyes, and 
deſpiſed the praife of men. His whole carriage was without 
the leaſt oftentation, and he was of great condeſcention to 
the Weakeſt or Meaneſt. Once or twice he was complain- 
ing to me of the pride of his Heart ; I ( judging it to proceed 
rather from an holy jealouſfie of himſelf, and a tenderneſs of 
the leaſt ſpark of that evil, than from any power it had upon 
him) replyed to him ( as I remember) to this purpoſe : It 
be had a proud Heert, he had it to himſelf, for none elfe 
could perceive it, But he anfwered, Some er that are proud 
enowgh have more wit than to let every one know it. Another 
. time making the fame complaint in a Letter to me, he added 
this : But my naughty heart whilſt I am writing this gs mn hope 
wall 2ot believe me. So watchful was he, as to eſpie and 
check the leaſt motions of that Luſt, which he ſo much ab- 
horred. 
3. As a Miniſter. He was ſetled in Taunto Magdalen, as 
an Aſſiſtant to the Reverend Paſtour there ; with whom, as a 
Son with the Father, he ſerved in the: Goſpe]. I ſhall fay 
nothing here, there being a large Account given under the 
Hand of that worthy Perſon. 
But beſides his Labours in that great Congregation, in 
whic 
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which alone he was fixed, the care for many other Congrega- 
tions was daily upon him. He went forth frequently into ſe- 
veral places about the Countrey, amongſt the poor ignorant 
le that lived in dark Corners, and had none to take care 

of them, and both Preached to them himſelf, and ſtirred 
vp many of his Brethren ; whoſe forward minds readily joyn- 
with him, to ſet up ftanding Lecures amongſt them, He 
had an Eye to poor Wales, and had an influence upon the 


{ending over ſome Miniſters to them: He reſolved alſo to have 


gone.and ſpent fome time amongſt them bimſelf, and by all 
the difſiwaſions of his Friends, from his great Weakneſs and 
Unfitneſs for Travail, he was hardly with-held from his 
Purpoſe. 


IPO 


CHAP. IV. 


An Account of his Godly Life and PraGice, and of 

the Conſe of hy Miniſtry in Taunton, gzver by 

| Mr. George Newton, the Reverend Paſtor there, 
whoſe Aſſiſtant he was- 


M* Foſeph Allen came to my Aſſiſtance, in the Year 
1655. being then in the One and Twentieth ycar of 
his Age ; and we continued together with nuuch mutual Sa- 
tisfaction. - | | 
| I ſoon obſerved him to be a young Man of Singular Ac- 
compliſhments, Natural and Acquired. His Intelle&uals ſo- 
lid, his Memory ſtrong, his Aﬀections lively, his Learnin 
much beyond the ordinary Size : And above all, his Holineſs 
eminent, his Coriverſation exemplary ; In brief, he had a 
good Head, and a better Heart. 
* He ſpent a conſiderable part of his time in private cott= 
verſes with God, and his own Soul ; he delighted very much 
to perform his ſecret Devotions in the view of Heaven, _ 
tne 
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the open Air, when he'could tind adyantages fit for his pur- 
poſe. He uſed to keep many dayes alone, and then a private 
Room would not content him, but (if he could ) he would 
withdraw himſelf to a ſolitary Houſe, that had no inhabitant 
Init: And herein he was gratified often by ſome private 


Friends of his, to wboqn he did not impart his defign : Per- 
haps it was, that he might freely ufe his Voice as his Aﬀecti- 


ons led him, without ſuch prudential conſiderations and re- 
ftraints as would-have been neceflary in- another place ; and 
thathe might converſe with God without any avocation or 
diſtraction. | 
His converſation with others, was, alwayes mingled with 


Heavenly and Holy Diſcourſes ; he was ready to Initru&,and 


to Exhort, and to Reprove, which he never failed to do 


'- (when he thought it neceſſary) what-ever the event might be : 


Bur he performed it uſually with ſuch reſpe&, humility, ten- 
derneſs, ſelf-condemnation, and compaſſion, that a reproof 
from him did ſeldom, if -at all; miſcarry; | 

In the Houſes where he Sozourned, their Hands fed one, but 
his Lips fed many ; God freely poured Grace into his Lips, 
and he freely poured \it.out.. None could live quietly in any 
vifible and open fin, rnder his inſpe&tion : When he came to 
any Houſe to take up his abode there, he browght Salvation 
with him ; when he' departed, he left 'Salvation behind him. 


His manner was, when he was ready to depart, and to tranſ- 


plant himſclt into ſome other Family, (as that the exigence 
of his condition and the time, did more than once conitrain 
Him-to) 'to call the People one by one into his Chamber ; 
from whence it was obſerved, that ſcarce any one returned 
withdry eyes. - [5:. | 

In matters of Religion, and the firſt Table, his ftrifneſs 
was fo exemplary, ( which was near to rigour ) that I have 
Farce known any of his years keep pace with him. Surely he 
did more than others 5 His. Righteouſneſs exceeded not the 
Pwublican only,but the Phariſces too. He was much taken with 
Monſieur de Rewty, (whoſe Lite he read often) and imitated 
ſome of his Severities upon better grounds : How often have 
-F heard him to admire (among many other things) efpecially 
his ſelf-annihilation, ſtriving continually to be Nothing, that 
God might be all. 4 | 


But - 
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- But here he ſtayethnot, h- was a ſecond-Table-man,a mar 
of Morals ; I never knew him ſpotted in the leaſt degree with 
any unjuſt or uncharitable A&. And I am ſure, the many 
failings of Profeſſors in this kind, touched him to the very quick, 
and brought him low ; drew Pra ers, Tears, Complaints, and 
Lamentations, both by Word and Letter from him, though 
yet the Lord would not permit him to behold and reap the 
Fruit before he died. 
He had an eminently, free, and bountiful heart to his 
on and I may truly ſay, beyond his power ; yea, much 
zyond it, he was willing of himſelf, It 1s bur ſeldom thar 
the beſt do need reſtraint in theſe Matters ; and yet we read 
of fom2 who brought more than enough, yea, much more 
than enough, Exod, 36.5. So that there was a Proclamati- 
on iflued out, to put a op upon their Buunty, and it is ad- ' 
ded preſently, ſo the Peopie were reitrained. Men univerſal. 
ly almoſt do need a Spur, but he did rather need a Bridle. 
When other men gave little out of much, he gave much our 
of little ; and while they heapt and gathered up, he diſper- 
fed and ſcattered abroad, He did not hide himſelf from his 
own fleſh, but was helpful to Relations, as fome of them 
have great reaſon to acknowledge. His charity began at home, 
but it did not end there ; for he 41d good fo all, (according to 
his opportunities) though c/pec-ally roxthe Houfhold of Faith. 
He conſidered the Poor, he {tudied their condition ; hz de- 


_ viſed liberal things ; he was full of holy Proje&s, for the ad- 


vancement of the good of others, both Spiritual and Temyo- 
ral; which he parſued with ſuch irreſiſtable vigor, and zeal, 
and activity, that they ſeldom proved abortive. F 
He was a man of extraordinary condeſcention to the infir- 
mities of weaker Brethren, as they that are moſt holy, and 
beſt acquainted-with themſelves, are wont to be : 1z/frud#;ng 
thoſe that were contrary minded in meehneſs ;, If God perad- 
venture would give them repentance to the acirowledgiug of 
rhe Truth : Reſtoring theſe who were overtaken with a fault, 
with the Spirit of Meetneſs, So dealing with them in £:ch 
a loving, ſweet, and humble way, as conſidering himſelf, 
leſt he alſo might be tempted, In their conteſſ2d failing, 
he was 'no way ſupercilious, captious, and cenforious ; he 
would mzintain a good opinion of another, upon a ns 
c vote 
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footing than many , who ( to ſay no more ) were no« 


thing ftricer, holier, humbler, than himſelf would be: 


His Charity, Bel:eved all rhings that were to be believed, and ' *! 


Hoped all things that were to be hoped, And when he deep-- 
ly condemned the Action, he would not judge of the Eſtate ; 


. 


Indeed he had more charity for others than himſelf;and though 


he were ſufficiently mild in his judgment of others, he was ſe. 
vere enough in his judgment of himſelf; _ 

_ He was not Peremptory in matters that belong to doubtful 
Diſputations : He laid no more weight and ſtreſs on Noti. 
ons, and Opinions im Religion, that wholly depend upon 
Topzcal Arguments, than belongs to them. He was not like 
many who ate ſo over-confident in their determinations, that 
they will hardly hold communion ; Nay, ſcarce fo much as 


a pleaſing converſation with any man ( how gracious ſoever ) 


who cannot think, and ſay, and a& in every thing as they do; 
He would allow his Felow-Members the Latitude that the 
Apoſtle doth ; and fo would freely and familiarly converſe 
with thoſe who are ſound in the Faith, (as to the fundamentals 
of Religion) and who were ſti and holy in their lives, 
of all Perſwaſions. | 
His Miniſterial Studies were more than uſually eafie to 
im, being of a quick conceit, a ready, ſtrong, and faith-. 
ful memory, a free ezpreflion {( which was rather nervous 


and ſubſtantial, than ſoft and delicate) and which was beſt 


of all, a holy Heart that boyled and bubled up with good 
matter; This furniſht him on all occaſions, not with warm 

affeQions onely, but with holy Notions two; For his Heart 
was an Epiſtle, written not with Ink, bat with the Spirit of 
the Living God :- And out of this Epiſtle, he drew many ex- 
cellent things. .. In the courſe of his Miniſtry, he was a good 
Man, and in his Heart a good Treaſure 5 whence he was wont 
continually to bring forth good things, both in publick and 
private. | | 

He was apt to Preach and Pray, moſt ready on all oc- 
caſtons to.lay out himſelf in ſuch Work, yea, ſpending him- 
felt in ſuch Work : When my fſuddain Diſtemper ſeiſed up- 
on me, put himat any time ( as many times they did ) u 
on very ſnort and ſuddain preparations, he never re Ps 


no, not fo much as fluuated in the undertaking : But being 


- 
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called; he confidently caſt himſelf upon the Lord, and truſt. 
ed perfectly to his Afſiſtanc?, who had never failed him 3 and 
ſo he readily and freely went about his Work without aifha. 


ion. 


He began upon a very confiderable ſtock of Learning, and 
Gifts Miniſterial and Perſonal, much beyond the proportion 
of his Years, and grew exceedingly in his Abilities and 
Graces, in a little time, So that his profiting appeared to 
all Men ; he waxed very rich in heavenly Treaſure, by the 
bleſſing of God on ax diligent hand, fo that he was behind 
in no good Gift, He found that pretious promiſe ſenfibly 
made good, To him that hath ( for uſe and good employ 
ment) fhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance, He 
no Talent for the Napkin, but all for Trafftique, which he laid 
out ſo freely for his Maſters uſe, that in a little time they 
multiplyed ſo faſt, that the Napkin could not hold them. I 
heard a worthy Miniiter ſay of him once, (not withont much 
admiration) Whence hath this man theſe things > He under- 
ſtood whence he had them well enough, and ſo did IT, even 
from Above, whence every. good and perfe&t Gift procerd-. 
eth : God bleſſed him in all Spiritual Bleſſings in Heavenly 
Things, and he returned all to Heaven again ; he ſerved God 
with all his might, and all his itrength ; he was abundant in 
the Work of. the Lard ;, he did not go, but run the wayes of 
his Commandments : He made haite and lingred n6t ; He 4:4 
runs and was not weary; he aid walk, and was not fant. 
He prefſ:d hard towards the Mark, till he attained it ; his Race 
was ſhort and ſwift, and his End glorious. 

He was infinitely and infatiably greedy: of the Converfion 


' of Souls, wherein he had no ſmall ſucceſs in the time of his 


Miniſtry : And to this end, he poured out his very Heart in 
Prayer and in Preaching ; He :7mparted not the Guſpel only but 
bis ow#z Soul. His Supplications, and his Exhortations, ma- 
ny times were ſo affeGtionate, ſo full of holy Zeal, Lite, and 
Vigor,that they quite overcame his Hearers : He melted over 
them, ſo that hs thawed and molified, and ſometimes diffol- 
ved the hard-{t Hearts, But while hz melted thus, he waſted, 
and at laſt 'conſumed himſelf. 
' He was not fatisfied to ſpend himſelf in publique, but uſed 
conitz.xtly to go from Houſe to Houſe, and thers to deal per-- 
. : ticularly 
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ticularly ( where he had a tree reception ) both with the I. 
Governors, and with the Children, and with the Servants 
of the Houſhold,  inftruQting them eſpecially in the greart # 
Fundamental neceffary Truths of the Law, and of the Goſpel, #8. 
where he obſerved them to be ignorant : Gently reproving | * 
them, where he found any thing amiſs among them. Exhort. # 
ing them to diligence, both in their general and particular | 
Callings: Entreating them who were defe&tive , by any {| 
means to ſet up the Worſhip of God in their Houſes, and to Þ| 
make them little.Churches, by conſtant reading of the Scrip. # 
ture, that ſo the Word of Chriſt might deeply dwell among, MF. 
and in them richly, by careful Cunchilne of the Children, # 
and the Servants, if the Governours were able ; by frequent - | 
Meditations, Conferences, Repetitions of that which they | 
had heard in publique,, eſpecially by daily Prayer, Morning 
and Evening, that ſo they might avoid that dreadful indigna- 
tion which hangs over, and is ready to be poured'out upet: the 
Families that call not upon God; He made the beſt inſpeQi- 
on that he could, into the ſtate of eyery particular Perſon, 
and ſo accordingly applyed himſelf to check, to comfort, to 
encourage, as he found occaſion. All which he did with fo 
much tenderneſs, humility,& ſelf-denyal, that they gained very 
much on the affe&ions, and reſpects of all that received him, 
and wrought them ar leaſt, to outward conformity ; ſo that 
they who were not viſited in the beginning, at length came 
_ and called upon him to tome to their Families and help 
tnem, | 
Thus did he wear himſelf away, and. gave light and heat 

to others : He uſually allowed himſelf too little ſleep to re- 

cruit and 'to repair the Spirits which he waſted with waking, 

His manner was to riſe at four a Clock at the utmoſt, many 
" times before, and that in the cold Winter Mornings, that he 

might be with God betime, and ſo get room for other ſtudies 

and imployments, His extraordinary watchings, conſtant 

cares, exceſſive labours in the Work of his Miniſtry, publique 

and private, were generally apprehended to be the cauſe of 

thoſe diſtempers = d:cays, and at laſt of that i]] habit of bo- 

dy, whereof in the end he died. | | 

He was the graveſt, ſtrifteſt, moſt ſerivvs, and compo- 


ſed young Man that I had ever yet the happineſs to be ac. 
quainted 


- 
- 


Et Cas). . = 
zuainted with, And yet he was notrigid in his Principles, his 
Eaoderation was known to all men that knew him. 
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; A further Account of bis Catechizing, both in Pubs 
I. \ lick, and Private, by Mr. G. 


4 


| W/ Hen he did Catechiſe the greater Sort in Publick, be: 
3 ** fore he was Silenced, his manner was to begin with 
Prayer for a Feſſirig upon that Exerciſe : And having propo- 
Yd ſome Queſtions.out of the 4ſen-blies Catechiſm to themy 
She was caretul, not,onely to make them perfe& in rehearſing 
Mthe Anſwers there ſt down, bur alſo to bring them to a clear 
Yudderſtanding of the ſence and meaning of the ſaid Anſwers, 
Sand of all the Terms and Phraſes in which they are expreſſed ; 
YAnd to draw ſome praftical, uſeful, inferences from thoſe 
Heads of Divinity contained in them. Moreover, when any 
Sdiſtin&ion was neceſſary for the clearing up of the matter in 
hand ; he would be alſo inſtruting his Carechumer”s therein : 
Now this he wonld do, by propoſing ſeveral other Collateral 
J Queſtions, beſides thoſe in the Carechiſ2z ; which Queſtions, 
together with the Anſwers to them, himſelf had before drawtr 
up, and ſent to them in writing. 
W Inthe Even of the Lord's Day, his coutſe was to repeat his 
Sermon again, in the publick Place of Worſhip, where abun. 
dance of People conſtantly reforted to hear him ; which when 
he had done, ſeveral Youths were called forth, which did 
give him an Account of the Heads of all his Sermon by Me- 


—_ | | 

| As for his Method in going from Houſe to Houſe, for the 
nſtrufing of Private Families, it was this ; He would give * 
hem notice of his coming the day before, 

Deſrring that he might have admittance to their Houſes, to 
Weonverſe with them about their Soul-Concetns, and that they 
Iwonld have their whole Family together againſt he came. 
L E Þ Whey 
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When he came,. and the Family were called together, he 
- would be inſtrufting the younger ſort in the Principles of Re. 

ligion.by asking ſeveral Queſtions in the Cazechi{z2 ; the An.'z 


- ſwers to which he would be opening and explaining to thetn, M 
Alſo he would be enquiring of them about their {piritualEſtatej 
and Condition, labopring to make them ſenhble of the evil, 
and danger of Sin, the corruptzon and wickedneſs of our Na- 
tures, .the miſery of. an unconverted. State ; ſtirring them up 
to lodk after the trae Remedy propoſed in the Goſpel, to turn 
from all their fins unto GOD; to cloſe- with Chrift upon hisMF; 

_ own-Terms ; to follow after Holineſs, to- watch over theirj 
Hearts and'Lives, to mortifie their Luſts, to redeem their. 
Time, to prepare for Eternity. Theſe things as he would 
be explaining to their underſtandings, that mes might have 

lear apprehenſions about them ; ſo he would IF preſfing the 
ractice of them upon their Conſcitences, with the moſt Co.. 
ent Arguments and Conſiderations, minding them of theh: 
reat Priviledges they did enjoy, the many Goſpel-SermonsW. 
that they did or might hear, the many Talents they were in-W, 

_ truſted withal, =S the 'great account that they had to give 
tothe GOD of Heaven, Telling them how fad it woulT be 
with them another day, if after all this they ſhould comeW; 

' ſhort of Salvation. Beſides, he would leave with them ſeve. 
xal Counſels and Directions to be carefully remembred. and, 
praftiſed for the gond of their Souls. Thoſe that were ſeri-: 
ous and religious, he would labour to help forward in Holi, 
neſs, by anſwering their Doubts, reſolving their Caſes, in 
couraging them under their difficulties. And before hz did 
_go from any Family, he would deal with the Heads of that Fa- 
mily, and ſuch others as were grown to years of diſcretion, 
ſingly and apart : That ſo he might (as much as poſſibly hel 
could) come to know the condition of cach particular Per- 
fon in his Flock, and addreſs himſelf in his Diſcourſe as might 
be ſuitable to every of them, If he did perceive that they dis 
ive in the negle& of Family Duti:s: He would e-hort and 
preſs them to ſ=t up the Worſhip of GOD in their Families 
as Reading,Prayer,and direQing them how to ſet about it,and 
to take time for.fecret Duties too. Such as were Maſters oif 
Families, he would earneſtly perſwade, and dcfire, as they. 
did tender the Honour of Chriſt, and the welfare of th-irg i 
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Children, aid Servants Souls to let them. have ſom2time eZ 
ery day for ſuch private Duties, and to incourage them in 

--— "he performance of them ; neither would he leave them be-. 

*- Fore he had a promiſe of them ſo to do. Sometimes alſo he 

Srould himſell o to Prayer before his departure, This was 

his method in the general ; although with ſuch neceſſary 

Fariation in his particular Viſits, as the various State and 

ondition of the ſeyeral Families did require, If the Family 
vhere he came were ignorant, he would infiſt the longer int 
gnfrutcing and Catechizing : If looſe, in reproving and cor 

Fincing : If Godly, in incouraging and direfing. # 

Z He did ufe to ſpend five afternoons ever w__ in ſuch exer- 

Tiſes, from one or two of the Clock; until ſeven in the eyen- 

g': In which ſpace of time, he would viſit ſometimes three 
dr. four Families in an afternoon, and. ſometimes more; ac< 
vrding as they were greater or leſs. This courſe he would 
ake throughout the Town ; and when he had gone through, 


He would preſently begin again, that he might viſit every Fa- 


mily as often as he could. He often did bleſs. GOD for the 
vreat ſucceſs that he had in theſe Exerciſes, ſaying, that GOD 


"Fad made him as inſtrumental of good to Souls this way, as by 


Wis publick Preaching, if not more. When the Miniſters .of 
us County of Sozerſet, at one of their Aﬀociations which 
teretofore they held, were debating whether, and how far 
t were incumbent upon them to ſet up private Family Inſtru- 
tion in their particular charges ; Mr. Alle;z was the Man 

xt they pitched upon for to draw up his Reaſons for that 
raRtice, together with a Method for the more profitable mia= 
agement of It. 


An Abridgmint of what he drew up, here 
Followeth. 


T being the unqueſtionable Duty of all the Miniſters of the 
Church of Chriſt, To #4ke heed to all the Flock over whoae 
he Holteft hath made them Overſeers; and to Teach,& Preach; 
ot only publickly, but from Houſe ts Houſe ; not onely ta- 
Wing a general care of the whole, or calling out the chieteit 
f the "i nj for our particular Care and Inſpefion, as the 
-"JMariner of ſome is; and leaving the reſt to fink or ho 
$ [OL 1 — -Y ut 
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But a5 good Shepherds iniquiring into their Eſtates, obſerving 


heep, atl l 


bt en Marks, Diſeaſes, Strayings of our 


applying our ſelves fuitably to their Caſes; In a word, warn. 
ing every man, that we may preſcnt every man perfe& in 


3{t Jeſus; Therefore it behoveth us, 'to ſtudy to do this 
great Duty in- ſuch a manner,. as may be 17 ones to God} 
.and profitable to'our Flocks, The direQtions for performing 
this Duty, are either more. genergl, or more ſp-cial ; fo 
. the more . general DireQions, they ate either ſuch as concern 


the entrance on this Duty, or the performance of it. Fa 


thoſe that concern the Entrance : | 
1. It will be neceſſary, that we convitice the People of thy 
neceſſity of this Duty. '* | 

22, That we ſtudy to. manage this great Work to our Pec 
ples beſt advantage.. | 7, | 

. 3- That we ſet apart ſuch ſet-times for this great Work, a 
upon conſideration we ſhall find moſt convenient for them an( 
us, reſolving to be conſtant in obſerving them. | 

4. That we pray for Wiſdom trom Above, what, and hoy 
to ſpeak. x | 

5. That we ſend word to the People, when we intend t; 
vidit them, that they diſpoſe of their buſineſs to receive us. 

For thoſe that concern us, in tlie mannaging of the Duty : 

x. The Family being called together, we may, 1f time ani 
conveniency permit, begin with Prayer. 

2. The Family, confilting of Superiours, arid Inferiour: 
1t would not be amiſs to begin/with the Inferious ; for nian 
can heat their Children, and Servants Examin2d contented 
ly, that cannot bear it themſelves : For that they will 
diſdain to give an account of themſelves bctore their Superi 
ours, though rheir Superiours would diſdain to give accou 
before them ; and here it will be neceſſary to enquire int 
their Knowledge, Practice, States. | * | 

IT, Their Knowledge ; here we may examine what progre 
they have made in the Principles of th: Dottrine of Chrill 
and try them in the Catechiſm. @ 

2. What they do gain by the publick Miniflry, what th: 
rem-mber.of the Sermon laſt heard. h 

2, In their PraQice. 


( 


I, In their Duty towards God; where it may be ſel == 
a 9 gy i ; - 


\ 


| Fo inquire, if they make Conſcience ef ſeciet Prayer ; the 
[119peceſiity of it may be expreſſed, the nature of it opened, rand 
111dome heads of Prayer explained ; and if they be fuch as need 
rt, it, would be uſeful to commend to them ſome form, for the 
inÞreſent help. = 
hid 2. In the Duties of their Relations towards ni:n 3 and if 
od hey be prefled to Faithfulneſs, Diligence, and Uprightneſs, 
ing Daties they owe to thoſe that were over them, :t would be 
foFery convenient, ; 
ern} / 3. Into their Eſtates ; and here we may take an account of 
FEaShem, what they think of the ſlate of their Souls, ſhewing 
Fhe paucity of them that are ſaved, the defperate deceitful- 
eſs of the hcart, the infinite danger of. being deceived, the 
tles and devices of Satan to beguile them ; from whence,and 
uch like Arguments, we may preſs them to be diligent in in- 
Juiring, what the caſe of their Soub is, to be jealous of then 
elves, where we may take occaſion to ſhew them, | 
-T. That every Man by Nature is in a damnable eſtate, 
2, The abſolute neceſſity of Converſion, 
- 3- By what figns they may know whether they remain in, 
Fr ate delivered from, this Eſtate : which figns ſhould be 
ew, plain, certain, and infallible, founded upon the clear 
Evidence of the Word ; and becauſe the ſearching Work 3s 
0 diſpleaſing to the Fleſh, that it might diſingage them to 
ome too clots at firſt, It may not be amiſs to defer this, till 
re had got ſome intereſt in their Hearts, by a loving tender 
UTIage, | | 
3. Phe Inferiours being thus dealt with, may be.diſmifled 
d their ſeveral Imployments, and then we may take occaſt- 
on to diſcourſe with the Heads of the Families, proceeding 
As ——_ ſhall dire& upon ſome of the fore-mentioned par- 
iculars. | 
nl 1. We may enquire whether they perform this great Duty 
Bf Prayer in the Family, offering th:m __ if they need. 
. We may preſs them to Inſtruct and Catechife theiy Fa- 
nilies, . 
3, We may exhort them to the firict SanQifying the 
Lord's Day. . 
4. If they are poor, we may draw forth the Hand of our 
Bounty towards them, | 
3. —_ D3-- $. If 


4 L_ & 


\ 2. Tf we kftpw any vil by them, we may take them afic 
velraacly, thewing then the finfulneſs of their pra&ice, an 
ngagi! m'to promiſe reformation, . 
6. We ſhould leave with them ſome few particulars (Mi 
greateſt weight, often. repeating them till they rememba. 
them, ingaging them to mind them, till we ſhall Conver/W 
with them again. - $US T3 9M  þ 
9. Our dealing with them, muſt be in that manner tha 
may moſt prevail, and win upon their hearts. RES. 
1. With Compaſſion; being kindly affe&tioned to then 
Charging, Exhorting, Comforting every one of them, as ji 
Father his Children. | ONO | 
2. With Prudence, RARE ng aceg them in all Wil. 
dom, applying our felves to the ſeveral Cafes and Capac 
ties, ro 
1. To the Rich in this World, ſhewing more reſpe& 
their places require, charging upon them thoſe Dnties that : 
required of them in ſpecial. _ ay ut; : 
2. "To the poor, you may be more plain and free, preſfin 
_ them thoſe Duties that are moſt proper to their cone 
tion. omg lens; | : 
3+ To the Aged, we muſt be more reverent, Iabouring ip" 
root out of them. the love of the World, ſhewing them tif _ 
dangerouſnefs of Covetouſneſs, and the neceſlity of makin 


ſpeedy preparations for Eternity. * | 
png Men are to be exhorted to Temperance and Sobrii 


ty; diligencein their Callings, &c. of 
5. Women to Meekneſs, Humility, Subjeftion to the 
Husbands, and conſtant infuling good Principles into thc 
Children. 2 $674 6 | 
2. With Patience, being gentle to all Men ; in meekne| 
InſtruQing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, bearing with the 
dulnefs,: rudeneſs, and difrefeRfulneſs, waiting for their :: 
<pentance, * Not Geof II 
4. With all faithfulneſs, giving no occaſfoni of offence, th 
- our Miniſtry be not blamed, '- ; - = wy, 
'S. With Zeal, as .4pollo, fervent in Spirit, teaching dil 
gently the'thivgs of the Lord, :&e;,- | 
| 6. With plainneſs, not betraying their Sonls to. Hell, an 
eurs with them, for want of faithfulneſs, and' cloſeneſs 


a) 


fi 


an 


(55) 
ur dealing, with them ; it being not ſufficient in general, 
hat no Drunkard, &', ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven - 
ut telling them plainly, and particularly, fuchis your looſe-" 


#pcis, your ignorance, that I tear you are in an unconverted: 


S % tate, 


nb a 
Ertl 


C 7. With Authority ; dealing with them in the power and 
lemonſtration of the Spirit. 7 | 


Y. 8. With Humility ; Not lording zt over God's Heritage, but. 
fordeſcending to men of low Eſtates 5 Nor diſtpining to go in- 


d the Houſes of the meaneſt. 
: The ſort of Direftions are more ſpecial, reſpeQing the ſe- 
eral ſorts of our. People, who may be ranked into four 


Wlcads, the Ignorant, Prophane, Formal, Godly, 


.. Ferft, For the Ignorant : Our Work with them will be, * 
+7. To convince them that are Ignorant, which may be done 
dy ſhewing their inability, to anſwer ſome plain familiar Que- 


t10nS. | 


2, To ſhew them the dangerous, yea, the damnable nature 
df ignorance, | | ' 
3- ToPreſs them with all poſſible earneſtneſs, to lahgur af. 
er knowledge. "oF | 
4+ To anſiyer their carnal Pleas for their ignorance, when 


Secondly, Fox the Prophane : It would be neceffary to deal 
ith them convincingly, ſhewing the certain damnation they 

are running upon. 

Thirdly, For the Formal : With theſe we muſt deal ſearch- 
zgly. and ſhew them, 206 
;1., How eafily Men may miſtake the Form of Godlineſs for 
ie Power, | | | 

2. The undoing danger of reſting in being almoſt a Chri- 
tan. | 


- 2. The moſtdiſtinguiſhing differences between an Hypocrite 


Mand a:fincere Chriſtian, 


Fourthly, For the Godly : To theſe we muſt draw forth the 
Breaſts of the Promiſes, opening to them the riches and fulnefs 
of Chriſt ; inquiring into their growth in Grace z quickning 
them to labour after aſſurance, to be ſtedfaſt in the Faith ; pa- 
tient in ſuffering ; diligent in _ the Will of Chriſt, zea- 
lous of good Works, alwayes abounding more and more. 
RE - DB g There 
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There is- one thing more, in which his ſelf. denyal, and 
ether Graces, ,were very exemplary : Namely, his faithful. 
. neſs in Feproving the miſcarriages of Profeflors, ſparing none, # 
- whether High or Low, whether Miniſters or Private Chri. /$. 
ſtjans ; yea, although they had been never ſo dear in his affe-} 
Rions, and never ſo abliging'in their carriage to him, yet if he} 
found in-them any thing that was reproveable, and blame. 
worthy, he would deal with- them faithfully and plainly about 
3t, whatſoever the ifſue and event were. ns 
_ "One time when he was going about ſuch a Work, he told a 
Chriſtian Friend, with whom to was very intimate and fami- 
lar ; well (fayes ies 1 am going about that which u like to 
make 4 very dear and obliging Friend, to become an Enemy : 


Bus however, it cannot be omitted, #t zs better to loſe mans fa 
yours than GOD's. But G OD was pleaſed (then, as well 
as divers other times beſides, when he went about buſinef; 
- .of this nature) to order things for him, better than. he could 
have Yom and fo to diſpoſe of the heart of the Perſon 


with whom he had to deal, that he was ſo far from becoming 
his Enmy for his conſciencious faithfulneſs to him, that he lo- 
yed him the better ever after as leng as he lived. ' - 

As top his judgment about the 4rm#an Controverſies, as 
far as I can perceive, who have diſcourſed: with him about 
them, it was mguch-what"the ſame with Door Daverarts,and 
Mr. B axters. og | 
_ _ He was aManof avery calm and peaceable Spirit, 'on: 
that Joathed all tumultuous carriages and proceedings ; he 
was far from having any other deſign in his Preaching, tha 
the advancement of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, by the 
converſion and falvatian of Souls : This was the mark that he 
had in his eye ; this was that for which he laboured, and ven 
tured, and ſuffered, and for which he thought he could never 
Jay out himſelf enough. L 

.. Though he were but a young Man,yet in his carriage he way 
exceeding ſerious and grave, and wi: bal very humble, courte 
-ous, ang affable, condeſcending to diſcourſe with the pooreſt 
and meaneſt Perſons, for their ſpiritual good, as ſpan as witt 
. the greateſt and richeſt, | | 

- And indeed fo-unblameable and convincing was he in the 
whale of his converſation, that there were very few ——_ 
; allgs 
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and ſober Perſons that knew him, either in Town or Country; 
either Miniſters,or People, (yea.though ſome of them differing, 
in judgment from him) but did highly approve of him. © And. 


- for his Brethren in the Miniſtry here in theſe parts, ſuch was 


his holy and diſcreet deportment amongſthem ; that he had 
as great an influence upon them, as few others had the like, 
He was full of holy projects, often bethinking himſelf by whar 
wayes and means he might more effeually promote the ho- 
nour of Chriſt, and the benefit of Souls,” and whatſoever he 
apprehended to:be conducing tq theſe higheſt ends, he would 
proſecute with that wiſdom and vigour, "that he ſeldom failed 
of bringing it to a comfortable and ſucceſsful ifſue. | 
Of which Proje&s,this is one which I ſhall here inſert., Ha- 


- ving conſidered how much the Conſcientious, and frequent 
' pertormance.of the duty of Self-Examination, might tend to 


the bringing down of Sin, and furtherance of Holineſs, both 
in —_— life; He did earneſtly preſs the ſaid Duty on, 


bis Hearers in his Preaching, direQting them in the perform- 
_ . ance; andnot onely ſp, but dealt with them alfo.in private 


aboutr it, | and got a promiſe from the moſt of them, that they 


* would every night, before they did take their reſt,ſet about this 


Duty ; and ſpend ſome time in ſecret, on purpoſe to call them- 
ſelves to an account, how they had carried it that day, by pro- 
poling ſeveral Queſtions to their own hearts, which Queſti- 
ons he had referred to ſeveral Heads, and drawn up for them 
in writing, | _ | 
_ 1And not a few of them have acknowledged, that they have 
Cauſe to bleſs GOD, who ſtirred him up to put them upon this 
practice, which they have found very helpful to them in their 
daily Chriſtian Walk, W-<5k 
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 Whereby a Chriſtian may- every 
day examine himſelf. 


T 


PSAL. 4 + | 
Commune with your Hearts #por your Beds... © | | 


other time in the day-more for your advantage in this 
——  Wotk) ſequeſter your ſelf from the World ; and-having 
ſet your heart in the preſence of the Lord, charge it before 
Gol toatfirer to theſe Interrogatories, | 


| F:. | Evening - before you ſleep (unleſs you find ſome 


Wh © p 1 Jour nar IN 
« I. Did not God findgge on my Bed, when he locked for 
we on 73Y knees > Job 1. * Fi £ 4 # 


| Q. 2. Have mot 7 prayed to no purpoſe, or ſuffered wander: 
.8ng thoughts to eat out my duties > Mat.18.8,9, Jer.12.2, 


; ' Q. 3. Have not 1 neglefed, or been very overly 3x the read-! 
eng God's Holy Word? Deut. 17.19. Joſh.1.7,8. 


+: Q44. Havel digeſted the Sermon: I heard laft> Have T re- 
Ky4e4 7t over >. and prayed it over > Luk.2,19,51, Plal.1.2. & 
I19. 5,11,97, " Qs, 


6 1 RP a and 


;Chap. 4- Ver. Ze 


(59) 
Q. 5; Was there not more of cuſtome, and faſhion in my 


Family Duties, than of Conſcience > Pfal.101.2. Jer,30.22, 


Q. 6. Wherein have 1 denyed my ſelf this day for God 2 
Luk. 9. 23« | 


Q. 7. Have I redeemed my time from too long or needleſs vis 


fits, idle imaginations, fruitleſs diſcourſe, unneceſſary ſleepy 


more than needs of the World > Epheſ.5.16, Col.q.s. 


Q. 8. Have 7 done any thing more than ordinary for ths 
Church of God,z in this time extraordinary > 2 Cor. 11. 28: 


4 


Iſa 62. 6. 


Q.. 9, Haye 1 fook care of My Company ? Prov. 13, 209 


| Pſal. Ilg, 63. 


Q. 10. Have not 7 negle&ed, or done ſomething againſt the 
duties of my Relations, as 4 Maſter, Servant, Husband, Wife, 
Parent, Child, &c. Bpheſ.5.22. zo Chap.6.yer.g. Col.3.18. #0 


For your Sins. 
| Q. rt. Doth not ſin ſit light > Phhl.38.4- Rom.7.24. 


Q. 2. 4m 7 a monrner for the ſims of the Land > Enek. 9.4, 
Jer.9. 1,2,3e 


Q. 3 Do 7 live in nothing that I know or fear to be 4 ſon Þ 
Pſal. 119,101,104. , 
For your Heart." 
Q. 1. Have 7 been much in Holy Ejaculations d Neh.2-4,5- 


Q. 2. Hath not God been out of mind > Heaven out of ſight % 


. Pfl.16.8. Jer.2-32. Phil. 3.23. 


Q. 3. Have 7 been often looksng into mine ann Heart, aov 
; 4448 


& f 


—— 


W 


We 6c 0 0) 
made mſec of pv thoughts > Prov.3. 23: Pfal.r 19.1 I 3 


' Q-4- Have not I giver way to the workings of Pride, uM 
_—_ 2 Chron.32-26. Jam.4.5,6,7. | | 


Far my Tongue. 


Q. 1. Have I bridled my Tongue, and freed it in? _ 


2.26.8 3-2,3,4- P{al.39:1, 


 Qz2. Havel ſos evil fm dies > Tit. ENF Jam 4-I I. 


'Q, 3. Hath the Lew of the Lord been in 27 mouth as [ [at 
Sv my Houſe, went by the way, was lyeng _— and riſing up ? 
Deut.6- "I 


4. Have I come ito no comps where 1 have not drop- 
pod ſincthin of God, and left jw? oe ſavour behind d 


Cas Fpheſ.4-29. 
For yaur Table, 


Q. r. Did mot T ſit down with a higher end than a Beaſt, - 
mreerly to pleaſe my Appetite > Did T eat, drink, for the glory 


' of Ged? 1 CIO EL | 


- Q; 2., Was. nor. mine ; Appetite foo had for: one ? Jub 1. 
"2 Pet-1.6. 


3. Did net 1 ariſe from the Table without droppin any 
lg Codereres Luk'7.36,(9c. & I4- 1,5, John ao v7 


. 4. Didnot I mack, with Godl when 7 pretended f0 crave 
a bleſſing, and ant ab > As 27. $5439: Mat.15-36. Col. 


+ I17,8F 
. .-For your Calling, | 


Q. 1. Have 7 beey diligent in the autres of My Calling ? 
Q. 2. Have 


* Recleſ. 9: I Cor.7.17,20,24- 


| ( 6x.) x 
Q. 2. Have 1 defrauded noman > 1 Theſ.g.6. 1 Cor,s.z, 


-Q. 3. Have 7 dropped never 4 lye in my Shop or Trade > 
Prov.z t-6. Epheſ 4.25. | | 


Q. 4. Did net 7 raſhly make, or falfly break, ſome pro- 
7 > Plal.106:33. Joſ.9.14, &c. Phl.1 5.4. nw” 
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An Addition of ſome bricf DireQtions for th 
Morning. | 


Dred. 1. if through neceſſity or careleſheſs you have omit 
ted the reading and weighing of theſe Queſtions in the tyen« 
ing, be ſure to doit iow. | 


D. 2. As your ſelf what fin have 1 committed, what duty 
hve I omitted > Againſt which of theſe Rules have I offended, 
#n the day foregoing > And renew_your repentance, 4nd double 
Jour watch. 


D. 3. Examine whether God were laft in your thoughts 
when you went to fleep, and firſt when you awake. 


D. 4. Enquire whether your care of your heart and wayes, 
deth increaſe upon your conſtant uſmg of this courſe for Self 
Examination, or whether it doth abate, and you grow more 
remiſs, 


D. 5. Impoſe 4 t45k of ſome good meditations upon your 
ſelves while you are making ready, erther to go over theſe Rules 
an your thoughts, or the Heads of ſome Sermon you heard laſt, 
or the Holy Meditations for thy purpoſe im the Practice of Pie 
ty, or Scuders Daily Walk. 


D. 6. Set your ends right for all that day, 


D. 7. Ser your watch, eſpecially againſt thoſe ſms and temp- 
rations that you are like to be moſh incident to that day. 


CHAP. 


pai 


| *4 full Narrative of bis Life, ( from bib 


S rome” ell his Death) by bis Widdow 
Mrs. Theodofia Allein; 7-ber own 
_* Words 5 wherein 1s notably ſet. forth 
. .. with what patience he ran the Race that 

| was- ſet before bim, and fulflled the 
ey that be bad recefoved of the 


Efore the 4 for Uniformity.came forth, my Husband 
' - IF was very earneſt day and night with God, that his Way 
mght be made-plain to him, that he might nor defiſt from 
Auch- Advantages of ſaving Souls, with any Huge upon his 
Spirit 3 In which, when he ſaw thoſe Clawſes of A/ent and 
Conſent, and Renowncing the Covenant he was fully ſatisfied : 
\But-he ſeemed fo.zozeraze before, that both my .ſelf and o- 
- thers, thought he would have Conformed:: He often ſaying, 
_ He wonld not leave his work for. (mall and dubious Matters ; 
- - Butſeeing his way. /o plan for quitring the publick S:27/02 
. that he held, and being thoroughly perſwaded of this, that the 
_ Eje&ion of the Miniſters out of their Places, did not diſob- 
lige them from preaching the Goſpel ; he preſently took up a 
firm reſolution' to go on with his Work in private, both of 
. Preaching .and Yiſiting from Houle to Tha, till he ſhould 
be carried to Priſon, or Baniſhment, which he counted upon; 
the Lord aſſiſting him : And this Reſolution, without delay, 


he proſecuted ; tor the Thurſday after he appointed a Solemr 
'E | © a) | pg 
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Day of Humiliation, when he preached to 29 many as would 


adveriture themſelves with him at our own Houſe : But it be. 
ing then a ſtrange thing to the moſt Profeſſors to ſuffer, they 
ſeemed much afrighted at the threatnings of Adverfariesz ſo. 
that there was not ſuch an appearance at ſuch opportunities 
.as my Husband expeQed ; whereupoti he made it his Work 
to converſe much with thoſe he perceived to be moſt time. 
rous, and to fatisfe the Scruples that were on niany amongſt 
us; ſo that the Lord was pleaſed in a ſhort time to give 
him ſuch ſucceſs that his own People waxed bold for the Lord, 
and his Goſpel : and multitudes flocked into the Meetings, 


at whatſoever ſeaſon they were, either by day or night ; which 


_ Was a great encouragement to my Husband, that he went. 


on with / much vigour and affe&ion in his Work, both of 
Beacungs and Viſiting, and Catechizing, from Houſe to 
SIS, 1... -.. 

He went alſo frequently into the Villages and Places about 
the Towns where their Miniſters were gone, as moſt of them . 
did flie, or at the leaſt defiſt for a conſiderable time after 
Bartholomew day : Where-ever he went, the Lord was pleaſed 
to give him great ſucceſs ; many converted, and the generali. 
ty of thoſe animated to cleave to the Lord and his wayes. 

* Butby this the Juſtices rage was much heightned againſt 
him, and he was often threatned and ſought for ; but by 
the Power of God, whoſe Work he was delighted in, was pre- 


_ ſerved much longer out of their hands than he expe&ed : For 


he would often {ay,. If 1+ pleaſed the Lord to grant him three 
months liberty before he went to Priſon, he ſhould account him- 


{elf favoured by him, and ſhould with more chearfulneſs 


£9 
when he had done ſome Work, - At which time we fold off all 
our goods, preparing for a Goal, or Baniſhment, where he 


- was defirous I thould attend him, as I was willing to do, it al 


'wayes having been more grievous to me to think of being ab- 
ſent from him, than to ſuffer with him. 
He alſo reſolved, when they would ſuffer him no longer to 
ſtay in England, he would go to China, or ſome remote Part 
of the World, and publith the Goſpel there, 
"Tt pleaſed the Lord to indulge him, that he went on in his 
Work4rom Bartholomew day till May the 26th after : Though 


_often threatned, yet he was never interrupted, though the 


People 
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People both of the Town and C 1ntrey were grown fo reſo2 


Jute, that they came in great multitudes, at whatever ſeaſori 
the Metrewg was inte very ſeldotn miſſing A\vice 4 Sab-. 
bath, and often in the week : I know that he hath Preached 
fourteen times in eight dayes, and teii often, and fix or ſeven 
- ordinarily in theſe Months. at. hottie and abroad, beſides his 
frequent converſe with Souls. ' He then laying afide all other 
Studies which he formerly fo much delighted-in, becauſe he ac- 
counted his time would. be but ſhort. And the Lord (as \he 
often.told me) made his Work in his Miniſtry far more caſie 
to Lie | favs ſupplies of his _ both in Gifts and Grace, 
did evidently appear, both in his Do&#r-ne and Life; he ap- 
pearing tobe niore Spiritual, and Heavenly, and affetionate 
then before, to all that heard him, or converſed with him. 


- He was upon a Saturday in the evenin , about fix a clock, 
ſeized on by an Officer of our Town, who: had rather have 
| been otherwiſe imployed, as he hath often ſaid, but that he 
Was fotced to a ſpeedy execution of the- Warrant, by a Ju- 
ſtice's Clerk, who was ſet on purpoſe with it to ſee it Execu- 
ted, becauſe he feared that none of the Town would have done 
It. , | ; 
- The Warrant was in the Name of three Juſtices, to ſum- 
3 mon' him to appear forthwith at one of their Houſes, which 
E was about two miles fiom the Town, but he deſired liberty to 
Nay and Sup with his Family firſt, ſuppoſing his Entertain- 
ment there would be ſuch as would requite ſome refreſhment : 
= This would not be granted, till one of. the chief of the Tow 
"Sy _ was bound for his ſpeedy appearance : His Supper being pre- 
k > pared, he ſat down eating very heartily, and was very chear= 
| ; but - of Fane and £7 os Expreſſions, oP e his 
and out preſcnht ſtate. After Supper, having prayed with us, 
he with the Officer, and two or hs Friends wing 
Him. repaired to the Juſtices Houſe, where they lay to his 
charge. that he had broken the 44 of Unifonaye) by. his 
mi Preaching ; which he denycd, ſaying ; That he had Preached 
b, neither un any Church, nor Chappel,r place of publick Worſhip 
$ —ſente the 24th of Auguſt, and what he did was in his own Fa 
mily, with thoſe others that came there to hear him, 


Here, 


Cn... ASS }: BY) 
Here as'elſe-where, he was a careful redeemer of his'time 3 
his conſtant practice was, early to begin the day with God, 
rifing about four bf the Clock, and ſpending a conſiderable 
part of the Morning in Meditation and Prayer, and then fak- 
ing cloſe to his Study, in ſomte corner or. other of the Priſon, 
where he could be private. At times, he would ſpend near 
the whole Night in thefe Exerciſes, not putting off his Clothes 
all, onely taking the repoſe of ari hour or two in his Nights 
Gown upon the Bed, . arid ſo up again; When any came to 
vihthim, he did not entertain them with ticedleſs imperti.. 
ent Diſcourſe, but that which was ſerious, profitable; and 
edifying ; in which he was careful to. apply himſelf to them, 
according to. their ſeveral capacities, whether Elder or 
Younger z' exhorting themi to thoſe gracious Practices, which 
by.reaſon of their Age, or Temper, Calling, .or Condition, 
ie apprehended they might be moſt defe&ive in, and dehort= 
ing them from-thoſe Evils they might be moſt prone and lya.. 
ble-unto, He rejoyced that-he was accounted worthy to' ſuf- 
fer for the Work of. Chriſt ; and he would labour to incou- 
rage the timerous and faint-hearted, by his owri and others 
experience, of the Mercy ard Goodneſs of God in Priſon, 
which was far beyond what they could have thought or expe- 
Ged. He was a careful obſerver of that Rule of the Lord Je- 
ſus, Mati5.44. Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you,aa 
goed to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully 
ſe you, and; perſecute you, It was none of his pratice to ex- 
oo againſt thoſe: that were the greateſt Inſtruments of his 
ufferings. | | | 
In allhis Im riſonment, at preſent, I could not diſcern his 
Health to be the leaſt impaired, notwithſtanding his abun- 
dant Labours ;' but cannot but ſuſpe&, as the Phyſitians judg- 
et, that he had. laid the- foundation for that Weakneſs, which . 
uddenly after ſurpriſed him; and was his death. | 
Athis return from the Priſon, he was far more earneſt in his 
Work: than before; "yet willing to preſerve his liberty arhong 
his People, who had no Miniſter that had the overſight of 
hem, though ſome cattie'and preached while he was abſent : 
A\nd'the People flocked fo greatly after him, that he judged 
It beſt 'to divide the Company into four, and reſolved to 
Preach four times each Sabbath to them; But finding _ 


> Co 


bly: thati would be too thard for him, his firength much de 
- Eaying, he did forbear that 'courſe, and preacht only twiceW- 
Sabbath as formerly, and-often on Week-days at Home an 
In the Countrey ;- and ſpent what time he had elſe from hi 
 MKudying, inprivate converſe with-God; as formerly he ha; 
done:: Preſſing-all that feared the Lord, eſpecially thoſe: th: 
were of a more weak and timerous Spirit, to a life: of+ Cou 
rage and Adtivity for God, and'to be:much in helping on 
another, by. their Converſes, now Miniſters were withdrawn ©: 
and tobe much in the Work of Praiſes and Thankſgiving tl | 
Ged,-rejoycing and delighting themſelves in him ; and wit 
cheirfulneſs and readineſs, denying themſelves for him, and} 
| ling themſelves, and all they did enjoy, to him :. LettinY 
the World know, they could live comfortably: on a God alone” 
on-his Attributes and/Promiſes, though they ſhould have no 
thing elſe left. web; O05 2 47+ 
- i Buvir pleaſed the Allaviſe God, to take him. off from th: 
eager; purſuit of his Work, and 'defigns' for -him\ by yiſitin 
himin the later end of ,A»g-ft, with much Weakneſs, o that 


_ He had hot above three months time after he came.our of Pri 


: * For he: going about: ſixteen miles,” at the requeſt of M - 
yaciety, whoſe Paſtor ' was not 1 to come --among_- thenllf 
-  toPreach, and to Adminiſter a more folemn Qrdinance 3 h: 

+ Wasdo diſabled, that he was able not to perform: the great and 
* abief Work, though he did adventure.to Preach, but with muct 

Injury-to himſelf, becauſe he would not wholly diſappoint the 

People, who came fo far as many of them. did : ..With much 
| difficulty after three or four dayes, I made way to get him 
tome to Tat, where we then ſojourned; -and preſent] 
.had 'the'beft; Advice the moſt Able Phyſitians, both' in and 
round:the Town,' could give ; who adviſed: together, and all 
Judged it to be; from his abundant Labours, and the Preach. 
ing too ſoon after his Meals ;' as he did, when he-Preachrt four 
times a Sabbath, whereby. he had {6 abated the natural. heat 
of: his. Sromach; .that no Feed: would digeſt, nor oftentimes 
keep within, him :* He. would afſure us, 'he was in no pain, 
but a conſtant diſcompoſure in his/Stomach, - and a failing ot 
his Appetite, - that: he-*could not\ for many Weeks bear the 
ſcent. of 'any; Eleſh-meat,; nor retain any Liquors.or Broths, | 
fo thathe'conſiuned .{o faſt, that his Life ſeemed to draw to 
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anend: But-the Lord did fo {4 the means, that he reco2 
[yered outoof this Niſtemper, after two months time, but ſo 
- Joſt the uſe of his Aris from O&ober till April, that he could 
notput off nor on his Clothes, nor often write either his 
: Notes, -or any Letters, but as I wrote fot him, as he dietted 
;to me : He was by all Phyſitians,and by my earneſt beſeechitigs 
- often diſwaded from Preaching, but would net be prevailed 
- with, but did go on once, and Peherlies twice a Sabbath, ahd 
| Ig his private Viſiting all that Winter ; in the Spring, the uſe 
' of his Arms returned, for which ke was exceeding thankful to 
[the Lord ; and we had great hopes. of his Recovering ; and 
- making uſe of further Remedies, he was able to go on with 
. more treedom in his Work : And the Summer following,by the 
uſe of Mineral-Waters in Wzlrſbire, near the Devsſes, where 
© he was born, his ſtrength was much increaſed, he finding great 
". and ſenſible good by thern, Op, | | 
. » But he venturing too much on what he had obtained, his 
weakneſs returned | Franken ly upon him the next Winter, and 
; more in the Spring following,being ſeiſed as he was at the firſt : 
| But it continued not long ar a time, ſo that he did Preach of- 
. ten to his utmoſt itren " (nay, I may ſay, niuch beyond the 
ſtrength. he had ) both at Honie, and Abroad ; going "into 
7 ſome remote parts of the Countiey, where had been no Meets 
ings kept all that time the Miniſters had been out, which was 
two Years: And there he ingaged ſeveral of his Brethren 
' to go and take their turns, which they did with great 
- ſucceſs: | RE of NSN 
He had alſo agreed with two of his Brethreii to go into 
. Wales with them, to ſpread the Goſpel there ; but was pre- 
vented in that, by his weakneſs increaſing upon him : It was 
much that he did, bur much more that he deſired to do. 

He was in this time much Threatned, and Warrants oftert 
out for hint; and he was fo far from being diſturbed at it, that 
he rejoyced ; that when he could do but little for God, becauſe 
of his Diſtempers, God would ſo far hohour him, that he 
ſhould goand ſuffer for him in a Priſon. He would ofteft with 

chearfulneſs ſay,7hey corld not do hize a greater kindneſs : But 
the Lord was yet pleaſcd to preſerve him from their rage, ſeeing 
' him not then fit for the inconveniencies of a Prifon. 
The gve Mile A& coming in force, he removed to a place 
ANC IVE BANC ACh bY Is tle 
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. Called Wellington, which is reckoned five miles from Taunton, 
; t92-Dyers Houk., in a yery obſcure place, where he preached 
;onthe Lord's-Dayes, as he was able : Bur the vigilant Eyes of 
+ hisgld Adverſaries were fowatchful over him, that they ſyon 
foand him ont, and reſolved to take him thence, and had put 
; AWarrant into the Conſtables hand to apprehend him, and 
> oe or Friend, Tad threatned to ſend him to Goal for 
. entertaining ſuch perſons in his Honſe : So my Husband re- 
" rurned'to the. Hou Mb: Fohn Mallack, a Merchant, who 
Uved bout a mile from Taxntor, who had long folicited him 
ko, tak "his Hou e for his Home : We being in ſuch an unſetled 
. fats,my Hurband thought it beſt to accept of his courteous of- 
"er; But many of his Friends were willing to enjoy him in the 
-, Town, and fo eardft, that he did, to fatisfie them, go from 
" ene to another, ſtaying a forttiight, or three weeks,or a-month 
| og Hove ; bur ſtil took Mr. Mallacks for his Home : 

Fmorian of his. Friends he told me, (though it was trou- 


, 
s 


' blefome'for us to be ſo,unſetled) he was willing to embrace, 
© becauſe he knew not how ſoon he might be” carried again 
from them to Priſon, 'and *he ſhould have opportunity ro be 
more intimately acquainted with them, and the Rate of their 

—_—_ 3. and of their Children and Servants, and how they per- 


: their Duties each to other in their Families. 
 -He: went from no Houſe without ſerious Counſels, Com- 
. Jorts, or Reproofs,as their Conditions called for ; dealing with 
"Altthat were capable, both Governours and others particular- 
yy acquainting them faichfully and moſt affe&ionately, what 
he had cen amiſs in any of them. | 
_ He went from no Houſe that was willing to partwith him ;; 
nor had he opportunity to anſwer the requeſts of half that in- 
. vited us to their Houſes : So that he would often bleſs God, 
. and fay with holy Mr. Dod, That he had a hundred <þor, Þy for 
-oxe that he had parted with ; and though he had 'no Goods, 
he wanted nothing, his Father cared for him in every thing, 
. that he lived 4. far more. pleaſant life - than' his- Enemies, 
., Who. had turned him'oiut of all: He was exceedingly taken 
_ vith God's Mercy to him, in Mr. M#baths entertaining him 
* and me ſo bountifully, the Houſe, and" Gardens, and Walks, 
. bezng a FA ar delight to him, being fo Pleafant and. Cu. 
, FiOus, and all Accofuniogdations within ſuitable; ſo that he 


would 


Oo 


ould often ſay, "That he did as Dzves, fare deliciouſly, every 

7: But be hoped he ſhould improve Ic_ better than he” 038-7 

d that God had inclined him to take care for many Paget 
ad for. ſeveral of his Brethren in the' Miniſtty 3 and now 
od did, reward him,, by not ſuffering him to be at the" lealt 


3 
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e was a very ſtrict obſeryer of all Providences of every 


© ay, and did uſually reckon-thenr up to 'me, before we went 
d PEP < ach night. after be came into ;his Chamber and Bed, r 
© {praiſe his own Heart and Mind, to praife the Lord, and'to 


\- {6 him, whom we, had ſuch experietice 'of, from time to" 
Ime, , * | QT Sap | 

-* -The time of the Year being come for his going to the Wa- 
 . {W5, he was deſirous to fer one day apart for thankſgiving to 
od, for all his Metcies.to him and them, 'and {6 to take his: 
ave of them. *S | "ny + _ 
1 Accordingly, on, the torch of Fuly; 1665. divers of his" 
\e rethren, ui the Miniſtry,and many of his Friends of 7awto,. 
et rogerier to take. their leaye of him before his deparrure, 

4 the Houſe of Mr.;,zback,, then living about a mile out'of 
 We::Jown. | Where, after they had been a white together, 
ame two Juſtices, and ſeyeral other Perſons attending them, 
rake open. the Doors by force, (though they might. have 
watched them, if they had pleaſed) and with Swords. came 
: among .them..  Atter much deriding and menacing, Lan-: 
age, 'which I ſhall not here relate,” having taken their 
. MWames, commirted them to the cuſtody of fome Conſtables, 
? {Whom they charged to bring them forth the next day, at the 
iftle Tavern in Taunton, before the Juſtices of the Peace 
nere, The next day the Priſoners appeared, and anſwered 

© their Names ;. and after two dayes tedious attendance, were 
Ul Convicted of .a Canventicle, and” Sentenced to pay three- 
Wounds a 'piece, or to be committed to Priſon threeſcore 
yes, Of the Perfons thus. Convicted, but few either paid 
eir Fines, or ſuffered their Friends to do it for them. My 
Lusband, with ſeven. Miniſters more, aud forty: private Per- 
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gether with the reſt of his Brethrtn and Chriſtian Friends, 

aine to.the Priſon, his Carriage and Converſation there was 

very way as Exemplary, as in his former Confinement. 
| F 3 Not- 
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bus, were committed to the Priſon of Zlcheffer : When he, © 


he might make it every way delightful to him, 
ſome. Birds to be caught, .and.to be kept up in Cages, till 
' they had learned. ſundry ſweet and artificial Tunes" and 
when they wete perfe& in their Leſſons, he let them- Abroad 
. out of their Cages. into his Grove, 3hat while he was walky 
$225 | F 4 


ton 
mer together -- To you that are:Priſoners, T ſhall ſpeak ſome 


thing by -way of Exhortation, and ſomerhingby way of De- 


By way of Exhortatios. 


Firſt, Rejayce with trembling in your Priſon-Comforts, 
and fee that you keep them in a Thankful-Remembrance. 
Who can tell the Mercies that you have received here > My 


time, nor ſtrength, will not ſuffice me to recapitulate them. 


See that you rejoyce in G OD, bur rejoyce with trembling. 
Do not think he account will be little! for Mercies, fo- many 


-and ſogrear, Receive theſe choice Mercies with a- trembling 
'hand, for fear leſt you ſhould be found guilty of miſimpro- 
+ving ſuch precious benefits, and fo wrath ould be upon you 


from the Lord. Remember Hez.ehza4's caſe, great Mercies did 


he receive, ſome Praiſes he did return,but not according to the 
'benefir done unto him ; therefore was wrath npon him from 
_ the Lord, and upon all F+dah for his ſake, 2 Chrew. 31.25, 


Therefore go away with a holy Fear upon your hearts, leſt you 
ſhould forget the loving kindneſs of the Lord, and ſhould not 


| "render to him according to what you have received, 
- > Oh'my Brethren, ftir up your ſelves to render- praiſes to 


the Lord : You are the People that G OD hath formed for 


his Praiſe, and ſent hither for his Praiſe ; and you ſhould now 
W Home as ſo many Trumpets to ſound forth the Praiſes: of 


ON, when you come among your Friends. There is an 


Expreſſion, Pſal. 68, 11, The Lord gave the Word, great was 
the company of them that publiſhed tt. So let it be ſaid of the 
\Praifes of God now, Great was the company of them that 
.Pybliſhed them. - GOD hath ſent a whole Troop. of you here 
 .together, let all theſe go home and ſound the praiſes of GOD 
;where-ever you come ; and this is the way to make his Praiſe 
.Llorious indeed, Shall I tell you a Toory that T have read : 


here was a certain King that had a pleaſant Grove, and that 
he .cauſed 


__ 
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3ng in this Grove, he: might 'hear them hnging thoſe pleaſant 
+Tanes, \and teaching them to other Birds that were of a wild- 
. er Note, Brethren, this King is GOD, this Grove. is his 
- Church, theſe Birds are your felves, this Cage is the Priſon ; 
GOD hath ſent you hither, that you ſhould learn the ſweet 
and pleaſant Notes: of his Praiſe, AndI truſt that you have 
Jearned ſomething-all rhis while, GOD forbid elſe. Now 
GOD: opens the” Cage, and lets you forth into the Grove of 
his Church, that you-may fing forth his Praiſes, and that o- 
thers may learn of you too.” Forget not therefore the Songs 
of the Houſe of your Pilgrimage, do not return to your wild 
Notes: again ; keep» the: Mercy of GOD for ever in a thank- 
ful Remembrance, ahd make=mention of them humbly as 
long as you live ; then ſhall you anſwer the end for which he 
{ent you hither :'I'rruſt you will not forget this-place. When 
— Queen Mary died, the fad, That if they. did rip her up, they 

ſhould find Callis on her Heart. T hope that men ſhall find 
by yqu hereafter, that the Priſon is'upon your heart, Zlchefter 
5s upon your heart. © ; 

Secondly, Feed and feaſt your Faith upon Priſon-Experi- 
ences, Do not thinkthat GOD hath done this onely for your 
preſent ſupply,” Brethren, GOD hath provided for you, not 
pnly- for" your preſent ſupply in Irifon, -but to lay up for all 
your Lives, 'that experietice- that 'your Faith muſt live upon, 
rill” Faith 'be turned into Viſion. Learn dependance upori 
GOD, and confidence in'GOD, by all the Experiences that 
you have had here, Becauſe thou haſt been my help (Jaith the 
Pſalmiſt) #herefere amader the ſhadow of thy Wing will I rejoyce. 
Are you at a Joſs at' any time, then remember your :Bonds. 
We read in Scriptuve of a'time when there was-no.S-27th in 
all 1/-ael, and-the I/uelires were fain to' carry their Goads 
and othet Inſtruments!" to be ſharpened, down to the Phil:- 
_ Peres ; So when your Spirits are low,; ard when"your Faith 

3s dull, carry them to the*Priſon to be ſharpened and quick- 
ned; ” Oh how hath the Lord confuted all our fears ! Cared 
for all our necefſities'!! The Faith of ſome of you was ſorely 
by toitfor Corporal Necefſities : You came hither, not ha- 

ing ary "thing confiderable to pay' for your Charges here, 
bit GOD took carefor that : And you lk poor nuſerable Fa- 
willies at home, and nofloubt but many troubleſome thoughts 
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were'tn your minds, what your Families ſhould do for Bread, 


-þut GOD hath provided for them. 


We that are Miniſters, left poor ſtarvling Flocks, -and we 


thought that the Countrey had been now {tript,and yet GON 


-hath provided for them. Thus bath the Lord been pleaſed to 
furnith'us with: a— for our Faith, againit we come to 


thenext diſtreſs : 


hough you ſhould be called forth to Jeave 


* Four Flocks deſtitute, you that are' my Brethren in the Mini. 


ity, and others their Families deſtitute, yet doubt not. but 
GOD will provide, remember your Bonds upon all occaſions. 
Whenſoever -you are in diſtreſs, remember your old Friend, 
remember your tryed Friend. | To, 

- Thirdly, Let Divine Mercy be as Oyl to the flame of your 


\ Love: O love the Lord all ye his Saints. Brethren, this is the 
Language of all GOD's dealings with you, they all call-upon 
. you to love the - Lord your God with all your hearts, with all 


your Souls, with all your ſtrength, What hath GOD. been 
doing ever fince you came to this Priſon > All that he hath 
been- doing fince you came hither, hath been.to pour | Oyl 
into the flames of your Love, thereby to encreaſe and heigh- 
ten'them. - GOD hath loſt all theſe Mercies upon you, if you 
do not love him better then ' you did bzfore. You have had 
ſupplies ; |to what purpoſe is it, unleſs. you love GOD the 
more > If they that be in want, love him better than you, it 
were better you had been in their caſe, You have had health 


_ "here, but if they that 'be'in ſickneſs love: G OD better than 


you, it were better you had been in ſickneſs too :- See that 
ou love your Father, that hath been ſo tender of you, What 
os GOD been doing, but pouring out his Love upon you'd 


How wete we miſtaken > For my part, I thought that G O D 


took us upon his Knee'to Whip us, but he took us upon his 
Knee to Dandle us. 'We thought to have felt the firokes of 
bis Angers but . he hath ſtroked us as a Father his Children, 
with moſt dear Aﬀe&ion. Who' can utter his loying Kind- 
neſs | What (my Brethren) ſhall we be worſe than Puublicans 2 


the Publicans will love thoſe that love them, Will not you 


return Love for ſo much Love > Far be this from you, Bre- 
thren, you muſt not only exceed the P-ublicans, but the Pha- 
7iſees too; therefore, ſurely you muſt love him that loveth 
You. his is my Buſineſs now to beſpeak your love to _ 
. . br , x : ha E '*) 
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to: nite your hearts to'him ; Bleſſed 'be God for this Occa2 

fion, -for my part I amr unworthy -of it. ' Now if I' can 'get 
your Hearts nearer to'GOD than they were, then happy am 
1, and blefſed are you-: Fain I would, that all theſe Experi- 
ences ſhould knit our Hearts to GOD more, and endear us 
for” ever to. him,” What > So mucty bgunty and kindneſs, 
20dno returns pf-Love # At leaſt no further returns > T may 
plead inithe behalf of the Lord with:you, as ithey did for- the 
Centurion : He loveth our Nation (ſay they )- and hath built 
' a 4 Synagogue; 'SoT may fay here, 'He hath loved you, *and 
poured out his Bounty upon you. 'How many friendly Vilits 
from thoſe that you could but little expeR of > Whence'ds 
you' think this canie >” It is GOD that hatlithe. Key of'all 
theſe Hearts. He-ſecretly turned the Cock, andicauſed them 
to-/pour torth kindneſs upon you : There. is not a motion 'of 
love in'the Heart of a Friend towards you, but it was GOD 
that put it-in, -.: - "F i 
r.:Fowrthly, Keep your Manna in a Golden Pot, and forget 
nee him that hath ſaid fo often, Remremberme,. You have had 
Manna rained plentifully about you, be ſure thar ſomething 
ob\it.be-kepr., Do not forget a}l_ the Sermons that you have 
hed&rd here : -O. that you would labour to: repeat them qygr, 
16 live them over !.. You have had ſuch a Stock that you may, 
live upon, and your;Friends too ( if: you be'communicative 3 
z great while together : If any thing have been wanting, time 
for. the Digeſting. hath. been wanting, | \See that you well 
Chew.the Cud,and ſee that you eſpecially remember zhe Feaſts 
of "Love, Do not you. know. who hath ſaid to you fo often, 
Remember me > How often have you heard that ſweet Word 
fince you-came hither > , What > Do youthink it is enough to 
remember him for an hour > No, but Jet it be a living: and 
' laſting remembrance. | Do not you: write that Name of his 
in the Duſt, . that hath written- your Names upon his Heart. 
Your High Prieſt hath your Names upon his Heart, and there- 
with-is entered ifito [the Holy Place, and keeps them there 
fora'Memorial before the Lord continually, O that his Re- 
.membrance- might be- ever written upon your Hearts, writ- 
.ten as with a Pen of a Diamond, upon-Tables of Marble, that 
-might never be'worn'out !: That as Arsſtotle ſaith of the cu. 
rious Fabrick of Mznerya, that [he had ſo ordered m- ny 

"ay rick, 
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| brick, that his Name was written in the midſt, that if any | 


went to take that out,” the whole Fabrick was diffolved.. So 
the Name of Feſzs ſhould be written upon the ſubſtance of 
Your Souls, that' they ſhould pull all afunder, before they 
ſhould be able to pull it our, $7, 
" Fifthly,” Let'the Bonds of your Affliction, ſtrengthen the 
Bonds of your Aﬀe&ion. Brethren, G O D hath ſent us hi. 
ther to teach us among other things, the better to Love one 
another; Love is Jovely, bothin the fight of GOD and Men, 
and if by your Imprifonment you have profited in Love, 
then you have made an acceptable proficiency. O Brethren, 


' look within 3 Are you not. more indeared one to another > 


T blefs the Lord for that Union and Peace that harh been 
hong you ; but you muſt be ſenfible that we come 
r/ar ſhort of 'that: Love that we owe one to another ; we 
have not that love;that indearedneſs,that tenderneſs, that com- 
Rlacency, that compaſſion towards each other, that we ought 
to have. Miniſters ſhould be more indeared one to another, 
and Chriſtians ſhould be more dear to each other, then they- 
were before. . We have eaten and- drunk together, ' and 
hved on our Fathers Love in one Family together; we have, 
been” joyned together in one common Cauſe, and all put in-' 
to one Bottom :' O let:the Remembrance of a Prifon, and of 
what hath paſſed here, eſpecially thoſe Uniting Feaſts, ingage 
you to love one another. EROS 

- Sixthly, Let preſent Indulgence fit you for future hard- 
ſhips; and do not look "that your Father ſhould be alwayes 


dandling you on his Knee, Beloved, G-OD hath uſed you 


like Fondlings now, rather than like Sufferers : What ſhall 


; F fay > I am at alofs, when I think of the tender indulgence, 


and the yearnings of the' Bowels of our Heavenly Father upon 


| bs. + But ( my Brethren ) do not look for ſuch Priſons a- 


ain, 
' Affliftion doth but now play and ſport with you, rather 
than Bite you ; but do you look that AMi&tion ſhould here. 
after faſten its Teeth on you to purpoſe : And do you look 


'that the Hand that hath now gently ſtroked you, may poſſi- 


bly buffet you, and pur your Faith hard to it, when you come 
to the next Tryal. This fondneſs of your- Heavenly Father, 


| bs to be expected only while you are young and tender, but 


after. 


LY 
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afterward T_ mult look. to follow your. Buſineſs,. and- to-_ 


keep your diſtance, , and to have rebukes and frowns too when 
ou nced/them. - Bleſs GOD for-what you have found: here, 
but prepare you, rhis is but the beginning, (thall I lay the be 
ginning of Sorrow,l cannot ſay fo ; for:the Lord hath made it 
aplace of Rejoycing) this is but the entrance of our AMiQi- 
on z but you muſt look, that when-you are.trained up to a bet- 
ter perteQion, GOD will put your Faith to hardet Exerciſe., 
Seventhly, Caſt up, your, accounts at-your Return, and ſee 


whether, you have gone as much forward in your Souls, as 
'ou have gone backward jn.your Eſtates.. I,cannot be inſenhie, - 
ble, but ſome of you. arc-here to very great diſadvantage, as 


to your,, Aﬀairs in'the World, baving, left Jour buſineſs. ſo 
rawly at home in your Shops, Trades, .and | 
is like to be no little detriment to you,..upon.this Ac 


” 


Bur happy are yes: if you find at. your zeturn, that 5 much 25 


your Afﬀairs, are gone.backward, and 'behind-hand, ſo much. 
your- Souls: haye gone, forward. If your Souls. go forward- 


in..Grace-by your, /Sufferings, bleſſed be,G OD that- hath. 
brought you to ſuch a place as a Priſon-is; .,:; 
Exght 


burn the brighter, and ſee. that your 'Courie., and Diſcourſe 


be the mere ſavoury, ſerious, and Spiritual for this preſent 
Fryal. O Brethren |; Now the Voice of the.Lord is to-you,as 
it4s in the Prophet Iſarah 60.1. Ariſe, and. fpine,now let your 
Light fine before men, that athers may. ſee your good Works» 
and glorifie your Father which is 1n Heaven, It is ſaid of thoſe 
Preachers beyond Sea,, that have been ſent into England, and 
here reaped the benefit of pur E=glsfp practical Divinity : At 
their Return, they have Preaghed ſo,much: better than they 


had wont to do, .that-jt. hath been ſaid of them ; Apparmet 


hwnc fraſſe 4n An lia, $odo you my. Brethren, Live ſo:much 
better _ you bo wont, that when men ſhall ſee the change 
in your Lives, they may ſay of you, 4pparwie hunc: faifſe 
Cuſtodia,. See har your whole Courle ” nas "{ win 
Spiritual and Heavenly. than ever, See that you ſhine in your 
Families when you tothe. Home ; be you Hotoor Husbands, 
better :Maſters, better Fathers, ſtudy ty; do more. than. you 
have done | this 'way,. and, to approve. Four: ſelves. better - in 
your Family-Relations than you did before ; that the {avour 


— 
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allings» heir, 


[y, Let the -Snuffers of this Priſan make your Light: 


gn) 1 
26f 4 Priſon may be upon you in all Companies, then will you - 
praiſe and pleaſe the Lord. ec 
| Ninthly, And laſtly, See that you walk Accurately, as thoſe + 
-that-have the Eyes-of GOD, Angels, and Men, upon you : 
(my. Brethren ) you will be looked upon now with very cu. 
'xibus Eyes. GOD doth expe&t more of- you. than ever ; for 
he hath done more for you, and he looketh what Fruit there 
will be of all this. Oh! may there be a ſenfible change upon 
your Souls; by the Showres:that have fallen in Priſon, as there 

1s in the greenneſs of the Earth, by the ſhowres that have fal- 
len' lately abroad: 


#: *: By wayof Dehortation alſo, 7 have theſe four things 
| [IE | #0 Leave with you. 

\ Firſt, Revile not your Perſecutors, but bleſs them, and pray 
-for.them, as the Inftruments of conveying great Mercies to 
-you.: ' De not you ſo far torget the Rule of Chriſt, as when 
:you come home, to be. ſetting your Mouths to talk againſt 

thoſe that have injured you. Remember the Command of 
-your:Lord, Bleſs them that curſe you, pray for them that de- 

zrefully uſe you, and perſecute you. Whatſoever they intend. 
&d, yet they have been Inſtruments of a greatdeal of Mercy 
to us; and fo we ſhould pray for them, and bleſs GOD: for 
'the good we have received by them, \ 
Second!y, Let not the humble acknowledgment of GOD's 

Mercy \degenerate into ' proud, Vain-glorious | boaſting, or 
Carnak-tryumph, I beſeech you, ſee that you go home with 
2 preat deal of fear upon your Spirits in this reſpect, leſt 
pride ſhould get- adyantave of you., left inſtead of humble 
. acknowledging GOD's Mercy, there ſhould be Carnal boaſt. 
ing.” Beware of this, I carneitly beg of you, for this will ve- 
| Y much ſpoyl your Sufferings, and be-very diſpleafing in the 

'Hght of GOD, But let your acknowledging of his Mercy, 
' bz ever with humble Self-abafing Thankfulneſs, and be careful 
that you do not make his Mercics to be the Fuel of your Pride, 

which were to loſ: all at once. | 

Thirdly, Be not Prodigal of your Liberty upon a conceit 
that the Priſons will be.eafte, nor fearf1] of adventuring your 
ſcives in the way of 'your Duty. . Alas! Lam afraid of both 
| ; theſe 


found a great deal of Mercy here, will now thin 
need of any Chriſtian prudence, which is alwayes necefſary, 
' and is a great duty. It is not. cowardice to make uſeof the 
beſt means to preſerve our Liberty, not decling our Duty, 
On the other-ſfide, there is fear left: ſome may be fearful; and 
ready todecline their Duty ; - becauſe they have newly taſted 
of a Priſon for it. Far be it. from- youto diftrult GOD; © 
whom you have had fo great ' experience, but be ſure you hold 
on in'your duty, whatſoever it coſt. yous >; _ 
' Forrthly, Do not load others with cenſures; whoſe Jugg- 
ment, or PraQtice, differs from yours, . but humbly bleſs GOP 
. that hath ſo happily dire&ed you, (You know all are not © 
© the ſame mind as to [the Circumſtances of Suffering, and all 
have not gone the ſame way. Far be it from any.of you (my 
__ 'that you ſhould ſo far forget your ſelves, as. to be 
unmerciful to your Brethren, but bleſs 'GOD that hath di- 
reed you into a'better way. Your charity muſt grew higher 
' than'ever ; GODforbid that you ſhould increaſe in Cenfuxes, 
"Inſtead of increaſing in Charity, ba, | £ 
.* 1 Having ſpoken to'my. Fellow-Prifoners, I have two. Words 
. to ſpeak to you ourFriends and Brethren with us. 
> Ferſt, Let our experience be your incouragement.... O love 
the. Lord, ye. ourFriends, love the Lord, fear him for ever, 
believe in him, truſt in himfor ever, for.our ſakes ; we have 
- taſted of the-kindneſs of GOD. _- L 
-- You'know how:good 'GOD hath been to us in Spirituals 8& 
In Temporals, - Encourage your hearts in the Lord your God, 
. -ſerve lim the more fodly and gladly for our ſakes... You 
ſee we. have tryed, 'we have taſted how good the Lore 1s: Dofiff 
.you truſt him the more, becauſe we have tryed him fo much, 
-and found him a Friend ſo Faithful, fo Gracious, that we are 
uttterly unable to ſpeak his Praiſe, Go on and fear not in th: 
way of your Duty : Yersly there is a'reward for the Righteoms, 
GOD hath given us a great rewatd already, but tlis is but the 
-leaft, we look for a Kingdom. We 85." 
Secondly, and laſtly, My defire is to our Friends, that they 
will all belp us in our Praiſes. Our Tongyes are too little to 
ſpeak forth the Goodneſs and the Grace of GOD.,,.do you heiv- 
us in our Praifes, Love the Lord the better, Prgiſe hum the 
4 more 


'theſe extreams on the one hand, leſt ſome Kong us, having 
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. "more; and whar is wanting in us, It it be made good by you. 
Othat the Praiſes of GOD may ſound abroad in tke'Coun- 


try by our means, and for our ſakes, - 


JE was prevented of going to the Waters, by his laſt Impri- _ 
->- ſonment ; tor want of which,” his Diitempers increaſed 
-much upon him all the Winter after,and the next Spring more ; 


\yet"not fo as to take. him fully off from his Work, bur he 


'Preached, and kept-many Dayes, and Adminiſtred the Sacra- 
ment among.them frequently. | 
| Bur going up to the Waters in. Fly 1667, they had a con- 


-trary effe&t upon him, from what they had at firſt : For after 


three dayes taking them, he fell-into a Feaver, which ſciſed'on 
his Spirits, and decayed- his ſtrength exceedingly, ſo that he 
ſeemed very near Death : But the Lord then again revoked 
the Sentence paſſed upon him, and enabled him in fix Weeks* 


"ro return again to his People, where he much defired to be : 


But finding, at his return, great decay of his. ſtrength, and 
a weakneſs in all his Limbs, he was willing to go to Darchefter, 
to adviſe further with Doctor Loſe, a very Worthy and Re- 


 verend Phyſitian, from whom he had received many Medicines, 
» but never converſed with him, nor had feen him, which he 
' conceived might conduce more to his tull Cure. 


The DoQor ſoon perceiving my Husbands weakneſs, per. 
ſwaded him to continue for a tortnight or three weeks there, 
that he might the better adviſe him, and alter his Remedies, as 

ſte occaſion ; which motion was readily yeelded un- 


But we had not been there above five dayes, before the uſe 


_ of all his Limbs was 'taken away on a ſudden ; one day his 
Arms wholly failing, the next his Legs; fo that he could 


not go, nor ſtand, nor move a Finger, nor turn .in his 
Bed, bur as my ſelf and another did turn him night and day 
In a Sheet : All means failing, he was given over by Phyſiti- 
and and Friends, - that ſaw him lie ſome weeks in cold 
Sweats night and day, and many times for ſome hours toge- 


ther, halt his Body cold, in our apprehenfions, dying ; recet- 
'ving nothing but the beſt Cordials that Art could invent, and 


' Almond Milk, or a little thin Broth once in three or four days. 
''Thus he lay from September. 28, to November 16. before be 
ih ; began 
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began.to Revive; or it could be diſcerned that Remedies\did 
at.all-preyail againſthis.Diſeaſes : In all this time he was 411 
cheartul,and when he did ſpeak; it-was not at all complaining, 
bur. alwayes Ag; Mere; God for his Mercies ; but 
his Spirits were ſo low,' that he ſpake ſeldom, and very foft- 
ly, He Rill/told us he hadino pain at-all, and when his 
Friends admired: his Patience, he-would ſay .; God had not 
yet-tryed him in any. thing, bur laying- him. aſide out of his 
Work, and keeping; him: out of Heaven; but through Grace 
he could-ſubmit to his pleaſure, waitirig tor him : It was. Pam 
hecyer feared; and that- he had nor yet felt ; ſo tender was 
his Father of him;- and he 'wanted ſtrength (as,he often told 
us)-to ſpeak. more of his Love, and-to-ſpeak- for God who 
had been, and-was fill ſo gracious to.him. |» Being often askt 
by my ſelf and others, bow. it was with: his Spirit in all- this 
weakneſs >: he would anſwer : He had not thoſe raviſhing joys 
that he expected; and that ſome Believers did partake of ; but 
be. had a ſweew-ſerenity of Heart, and: confidence in God, 

grounded on the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and did believe it 
would be well with-him-to all eternity. .. © - 

In all this time, I never heard one impatient word from him, 
Not'could uv -{trifteſt obſervation, diſcern the leaſt diſ- 


NY 
content with this ſtate ; thovgh he was/a icting Obje&: to all 
: 


ethers that beheld him, being ſo conſumed, befides the loſs of 
the-uſe of his Limbs :\ Yet the Lord did ſappott and quiet his 
ps. 4 thathe lay as if he had erdzred nothing ;. breaking out 
often -moſt affeftionately .in commending the kindneſs of: the 
Lord to him, ſaying, Goodneſs and Mercy had followed him 
all his dayes. | $4160 | 

=: And indeed the-loving kindneſs-and care of God was fin- 
gular to us in that place, which I cannot but mention to. his 
Pra! Ee. ; 424 : : 
We \ came © Strangers thither, 'and being in our Inn, 
we found it very uncomfortable ; yer were fearful to impoſe 
our- ſelves . otr any private Houſe : Bur neceſlity inforcing, 
we-did enquire for a Chamber, but could not procure one 3 
the, Small /Pox.- being very hot in moſt Familics, and thoſe 
that had them not, daily expefting them, and ſo could not 
ipare Rocms, as elſe they might. But the Lord who ſaw our 
a{llicion, inclined the hcart of a very good Woman, (a Mini- 


ters 
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Hers Widdow ) one Mrs, Bartlet, t6 come and invite us t6 
a Lodging in her Houſe ; which we :readily and thankfully 
accepted off ; whiere we were ſo accommodated, as we could 
not have been any where elſe in the Town, eſpecially in re- 

ard of the aſſiſtance I had from four young Women who li. 
ved under th2 ſame roof, and fo were ready, night and day, 
to help me A, having no Servant nor Friend near me) we 
being 1o unfer ed, I kept none, but had alwayes tended him 
= ſelf to that tinie : And the Miniſters and Chriſtians 
of that place were very compaſſionate towards us, viſiting and 
Praying with and for us often: And Dr. Loſe viſited him 
twice a day for twelve or fourteen Weeks, except when he 
was called out of Town, refufirig ariy Fees tendered to hint 
The Gentry in and about the Town, and others, ſending to 
us what-ever. they imagirfed might be pleaſing to him z furs 
nithing him with all delicates that might be grateful to one 
ſo weak ; So that he wanted neither Food nor Phyfick, ha-. 
ving not only for neceſlity, but for —_ and he did much 
delight himſelf in the conſideration of the Lord's kindneſs to 
him in the love he received, and would often ſay, 7 was # 
Stranger,and Mercy took me im + in Priſon, and it came tome; 
ſick, and weak, and it viſited me; There was alſo ten young 
Women, beſides the four in the Houſe, that tvok their turns 
to watch with kim conſtantly ; for twelve weeks ſpace I ne- 
ver wanted one to help me : And. the Lord was pleafed to 
ſhew his power ſo in {trengthening me, that I was every night 
( all theſe Weeks in the ; pry ot Winter ) one that helped 
to-turn him, never lying out of the Bed one night from him, 
but every time he called or wanted any thing, was waking 
to aſſiſt her in the Chamber, though as ſome of them have 
{aid they did tell, that we did turn him more than qo: times 
a Night, he ſeldoni ſleeping at all in the Night, in all thoſe 
Weeks : Though his tender AﬀeCions were ſuch, as to haye 
had me ſometitnes lain in another Room, Fet mine were ſuch 
to him, that I could not bear it, the thoughts of it being 
worſe to me than the trouble or diſturbance he accounted IL 
had with him, for I feared none would do any thing about 
him with ſuch eaſe ; neither would he ſuffer any one all the 
day to touch him but me, .or to give him any thing that he 
did receive ; by which I diſcerned - was maſt gratetul to _ 
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and therefore ſo-to,me'? And I never: found any want of nyMh; 
Reſt, nor did - much as a Cold all that Winter, though W 1 
] do not remember-that for 14 or 15 yeats before,. I could ever Khir 
Hay I was one month free of a moſ violent Cough, which if Ind 
had been moleſted with then, would have been a great additi-Wou 
on to his and-my affliftion ; and he was not a little taken WithWnd 
the goodneſs of God to me in the time of all his fickneſs, butSe 
eſpecially that Winter ; for he being not able to help himſelf inſ$ec 
zhe leaſt, I could not be from hinanight nor day,with any com-Wot 
Fort to him or my ſelf, - T5 tg 0. 
' In this condition -he kept his Bed-till December the 18th. 
'And then, beyond all expeCtation, though in. the depth of 
Winter, began to revive and go out of his :Bed ; but he 
could nejther ſtand nor go, nor yet move a finger, having! 
ſenſe in all his Limbs,but not the leaſt motion : As his ſtrength Wen: 
did increaſe, he learnt to 80, (as he would fay) firſt by beingWo ; 
led by two of us, then by one ; and when he' could go oneW#e 
' Earn in his Chamber, though more weakly, and with more} 
fear than the weakeſt Chil that ever I ſaw, he was won- he 
derfully taken with the Lord's Mercy to him: By February 4 
he was able, with a little help, to walk in the Streets 5 ( burGr- 
—_— feed himſelf ):nor to go up or down ſtairs without much , 
elp. - e; 
| When he was deprived of the ufe of his Limbs, looking - 4 
gown on his Arms, as I held him up. by all the ſtrength 1Pre 
had : He again lifted up his Eyes from his uſelefs Arms toWf 4 
Heaven, and with a chearful countenance faid : The Lord hathWon 
givens- and the Lord hath taken, and bleſſed be the Name of oil 
the Lord, : = / 
- Being asked by a Friend, How he could be fo well contented Fh4 
fo lic {o long under ſuch weakneſs > He anfvered, 101 
What, zs God my Father, Feſwus Chrifh my Saviour, and tht An. 
Sprret mry ſweet Friend, my Comforter, and Sandifyer, an eV 
Heaven my Inheritance > Shall I not be cantent without L1mb;WPou 
, #nd Health > Through Grace 1 am fully ſatisfied with my Fa. " 1/17, 
ters pleaſure. Wort 
To another that asked him the ſame, he Anſwers, 7 havelW$*-/ 
ckoſen God, and he xs become mine, and 1 know with whom 11 \ 
hve truſted my ſelf, which zs enowgh : He & an unreaſonabliWPra 
wretch that cant he content with a God, though he had no-t 1 
| #hingl 


OO): 
hing eſe * My emtireſf in God i all my. joy, 1 + 

His Friends Come of Taunton) coming to Dorceſter to ſee 
um, he was much revived, and would be ſet up in his Bed, 
id have all the Curtains drawn, and defircd them to ſtan 

ound abour the Bed, -and woulfl have me take out his Hand, 
id hold it out to them, that they might ſhake him, though 
ie could not therit ; as he uſed formerly to do, when he had 
een abſent from them : And as he was able, thus he ſpake 
othem : © how 27 rejoyces my heart to ſee your Faces, and 
0 hear your Voices, though 1 cannot [prak, as beretofore t0 
2 Methinks 7 am now like Old Jacob,. wath all his Sons 


any weeks, ſmce 7 parted with Taunton, but God hath been 
Wt” me, and { hope with yow ; your Prayers have beer heard, 
d anſwered, for me many wayes3 the Lord return them in- 
0 your own Boſozzs: My Friends, Life is mime, Death: 
rene, 27: that Covenant 1 was preaching of to you, x all my 
alvation,and all my deſire ; although my Body do not proſper, 
| throwgh Grace my Soul doth. _ | | 
I have lived a ſweet Life by the Promiſes,and I hope through 
race can Die by a Promiſe: It « the Promiſes of God which 
re everlaſting, that will ſiand by z% : Nothing but God in 
hem will ftead us in a day of Aﬀiition. | ; 
$. My dear Friends, 1 feel the power of thoſe Dot#rines I 
WP reached to you, on my Heart : Now the Dottrimes of Faith, 
ff Repentance, of Is, of the Covenant of Grace, of 
Wontentment, and the reſt ; O that you would live them over, 
ip 7 Cannot Preach to Jon. 
It x 4 ſhame for a Believer to be caſh down under Aﬀiretons, 
i hat hath ſo many glorious Priviledges, Fuftification, Adop. 
on, Santtification, and eternal Glory, We ſhall be as the 
nels of \God 117 4 little while : Nay, to ſay the truth, Be- 
evers arts as it were, little Angels already, that live mm the 
ower of Faith, O my Friends Live like believers, trample 
hx dirty World under your feet ; Be not taken with ifs Com 


#t ſbortly. | | 
When they canie to take their leaves of him, he would 
Pray with them as his weak ſtate would ſuffer him; and 
-32 the words of Moſer, ante the 2po/tles , Blefled _ 
”. | G 3 .T96 


him : Now you ſee my weak, eſtate ; thus have 1 been for / 


forts, nor diſquieted with its Croſſes, Tow will be gone out of 


F 


| | * '& c ) 
The ſame he alwayecs uſed Nw Sacrament : The Lord Ll: 
-y9i2 424 peep you, the Lord canſe his Face to ſhine upor yi 
. "nd *grve you peace, And the God of Peace,that brought ag, 
' Form the Dead our Lord Fewer, through the Blood of the Eve 
laſting Covenant, make you"perfect im every good Work to | 
hs Will; working in you that which is well-pleaſing in | 
feht,' through Feſies Chriſt, to whom be glory, for ever ay 
ever, Amen, <A i | 

- And then fpake thus, { Farewell, farewell my deay Friend, 
Remember nit to ul Taunton ;> I befeech you and them, if 
never ſee" your faces more,” go' Home and live over what 

have predched to your and the Lord provide for you when 1 4 
ones" Of let not all my labours and ſufferings, let nat 
waſted ftrtnigthymy uſeleſs Limbs, riſe up in judgment again 

you at the great Day of the LORD. - | | 
Another time; fome coming to Viſit him there, he ſpaj 
thus to themi: 0! my Friends, let your whole Converſatic 
be 4s betomes the Goſpel of Chreſt ; whether '[*am preſint | 
abſent, live to what 7 have ſpoken to you 1 the Name of tit 
Lords Now I cannot Preach to you, let my waſted ffrengt 
ny uſeleſ}, Limbs, be 4 Sdrinon to you < Behold me, I cann 
move a finger ;/ all this is come-upon me for your ſakes, 4 
the Goſpel.; It u for Chriſt-and you that 1 have thes ſpent 0 
ry ſelf: 1 am afraid of you, leſ# ſome of you, after all tha 
T have ſpoken to you, ſhowld:be loft in the World, There 4 
many Profeſſors who can pray well, and talk well, whom 
ſhall find at the left Hand of Chriſt another days You ha) 
our Trades, your Eſtates, your Relations 3 be not taken wit 
theſe, bat with'God: 'O live on him! For the Lord's ſake 
Home and take heed of the World,- worldly Cares, worldly Gi 
forts, worldly Friends, &c, Saying thus, 

' The Lord having grven Authority to his Miniſters to ble 
his People, accordingly 1 bleſs you tm his Name, uſing the ſam 
words'as before, _ ſo'parted with them; with many othe 
dear Expreſſions of his Love'to them and the Town. 

And-thus he was uſed. to Converſe with all that came t: 

. Vifir him, as he was able, looking alwayes chearfully upo: 
them, and never complaining of any” Affliction he was un 
der, except it were to' excite his 7auunror Friends to thei 


Duries. . Se: , f 
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tn Febryary, he being very deſirous to refture among, his 
Jl 


eople, he moved it to! his| JDoGtor, who conſented tg it 
aring that Air might be too keen for him in March ; And 
oping that it might much add to his Cure, to fatisfe his 
\'In'a_Horfe-Litter I removed him : He was much pleaſed at 
he fight- of the Place, and his People, who came fiocking 
bout him ;3/ and he feemed to increaſe in ftrength, ſo that 
he was- able to feed himſelf the Week after be came. Hame : 
ut I fearing the frequent Viſts of - his Friends might. he pre- 
udicial to him, perſwaded bim to _rewuve ta Mr, Mallacks 
Jouſe, which he was again invited to, and moſt courtcouſly 
ntertained, '' | 

And thus he continued increafing in ſtrength, 111] the be. 
rinninog of April, and then he began to. decline again, "and 
yas taken afrer ſome dayes with Convulſion Fits, as he fat in 
iis Chamber one Afternoon, and had three or four more 


" "fits that Night : But in the uſe of Means, through God's BleC- 


Wing, he had no more in three Weeks, One Eyening being 


in his Chamber, he defired me to leave him a while-alon? , 
Which I was very unwilling to do, bur his 'importunity made 
me? to go down from him : Burt in leſs than halt a quarter of 
n hour, he was fallen to the Ground in one of his former Fits, 
and had hurt his Face; and from his Nofe came much Blood, 
which was very. clotted and corrupt, which Phyſitians fee- 
ing, did conclude (though it were grievous tg me, that un- 
der ſuch Weakneſs, he ſhould have fo ſad an Accident ) that 
the fall ſaved his life :. For had-not that Blood come from his 


Head, he had, fo far as they could rationally judge, died in 


that Fit, which took away his Senſes for the preſent ; but he 
went to Bed, and flept fo well that night, as he had not in 
niany Weeks before ; ſo that my Self, and Friends, feared 
that he had been in an Apoplexy $ But he awaked abour fx 
inthe Mornmg, much refreſhed, and full of the Praiſes of 
God for his Mercies to him, being very ſenſible how ſudden- 
Iy he was furprifed the Evening before. After this, he lived 
alwayes expecting Death, ſaying often to me and his Fri-nds, 
Tt 3s but a puff, and 1 am gone ; And therefore would, every 


Night after he had been at Prayer, bid all the Family farewei, 


telling them, Hs 7arght be dead before the Morning ; and _ 
. G Z \ ; ng 
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' 220w; let 'rus live well this day; work hard for our Soxl: 


| In the leaft moving himſelf, my ſelf and Friends weeping 


.  g2ge to ſee how the drops lay and run down his Face, and 
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ing ſome tioly Counſels'to them, would depart to his Chan 
ber : AY the while F was undreſfing him, the would- be diffs 
courſing of Spiritual things, it being all his delight ; an{WF- 
when we hay down to reft, his. ft words were uſually, [ wn 
ſhall ſhortly be in another Bed, therefore «t 3s good ta min 
tt, and provede for 'it apace; farewel my Dear Heart, th 
Lord bleſs thee] and fo he would" go to his 'Reſt. In hi 
Health' and Sickneſs, his firſt Speeches in the Mornings woul; 
be, [ Wow we have ove day'mmore-; bere is one more for God 


lay wp much Treaſure ins Heaven this day, for we have but i 
few to live, FE | TE 

yn this, the m—_ of _ Ln wh were —_—_ 
returned again, and |  deyond all expectation, fo 
recovered, rm: we had Yay, Yo of his relapſing again : Hi: 
Appetite, and Reſt, and all repaired. Bur about the fixth 
Mzy, he began again to-find weakneſs in his Stomach, which 
in a few dayes fo grew upon him, that he loſt his Limbs again ; 
and on the 12th of May, in the Mbrning,; having lain ſome 
dayes and nights in cold: Sweats, as heretofore at- Dorcheſter 
he was again ſeiſed with Convulſions, firſt lying four hours 
with-his eyes fixed to Heaven, not {peaking .one- Word, nor 
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by him, at laſt he ſpake tous with a very audible Voice 
F Weep rat for me, my. Work 3s done ] and ſeemed to be 
full of Matter to utter to us, but was immediately ſeifed with 
a terrible Convulſfion, which was ſad to behold ; it fo alterec 
his Countenance, and put him into ſuch Sweats, that *twas 


B20 by 


Hands, 211d Body : This held kim two hours or more, and 
ceafed; but he was left by 'it without any ſenſe; and in all T 
quarter -of an hour, or little more, fell into another, in which * 
he ratled, and was cold, ſo that we -apprehended everyſ# * 
breath would be his laſt. The Phyſfitian who was then by him, 
accounted his Pulſe to be gone, and that he would be dead in a hi 
few minutes : But the Lordſhewed his Power here once again 
3n raiſing him, ſo that many that came and ſaw him,that heard] ft 
the next day he was alive, would not believe till they cameF © 


- and ſaw him again. Theſe violent Fits went off about twelve Þ 


2 Clock, and he reyived, but had no ſenſe to conyerſe with _ 
, . - ; Ft St 4 - < Gen” a ff wan T | 
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$1] the next day, nor did he perfe&ly recover them four dayes 


Wfter, 'and then was as before, and ſo continued very weak till 
M7 ly, no ſtrength coming into his Hands or Legs ; for the 


moſt part confined to his Bed, bur ſtill chearful in his Spirit, 
and free to difcourſe with any that came to viſit him, as long 


25 he was able. 


of that had not in many weeks been out of 
JJ ber, was able in two dayes to reach near forty miles, ( but 


- But the Lord hadyet more work for him to do : I ſeeing 
him lic ſo hopeleſs, as to. his Life or Limbs, and. conſidering 
the Winter was growing on apace, I propoſed it to the Do- 
Qors to have him to the Barh ; ſome were for it, others a- 
ainft it ;. acquainting my Husband with- it, he was much 

pleaſed with it, and fo earneſt in it, -that I ſent immediately: 
to Bath for a Horſe-Litter, and the Lord was pleaſed flrange- 
ly to appear in ſtrengthening him for his Journey : fo that he 
is Bed and Cham- 


when he came to Bath, the DoRors there ſeemed to be much 


© amazed to behold ſuch an Obje&, profeffing they never - ſaw 


AY the like ) much wondering how he was come alive ſuch a 
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Journey, and doubted much to put him in: But he having 
tryed all Artificial Baths, and Oyntments, and Plaiſters 


© bcfore he reſolved, againſt their Judgment, to adventure 


himſelf, 
\ Athis firſt appearing in the Bath, being waſted to Skin and 


Bone, ſome of the Ladies were afrighted, as if Death had been 
- —"_ in among them, and could not endure to look towards 
Kita. 

* The firſt time he went in, he was able to ſtay but a little 


while, but was much refreſhed, and had no ſymptom of his 
Fits, which he feared the Bath might have cauſed again ; 
Through the bleſſing of the Lord upon this means, without 
any thing elſe, except his drinking of Goats-Milk, he that was 
not able to go nor ſtand, 'hor move a Finger, could in three 
weeks time walk about his Chamber, and feed himſelf : 
his impaired Appetite was again reſtored, and his firength fo 
Increaſed, that there flowed no doubt to the Phyſitians of his 
full recovery, he having not the leaſt fign of any inclination 


to his Fits, from the twelfth of 2ſzy till his Death drew 


nigh, | 
fn this time of his being in Barh, his Soul was far more 
G4 © _-frength. 
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ſtrengthened with Grace ; fo that my ſelf, and all that beheld 
him, and-converſed with him, diſcerned ſenfibly his growth; 
and he was in the nights and dayes, fo frequently with God, 
and often in ſuch'raviſhments of Spirit,trom the Joys and Con- 
ſolations that he received from the Spirit of God, that it was 
oftentimes more than' he could. expreſs, or his bodily ſtrength 
could bear ; ſo that for my own part, I had leſs hopes of his 
continuance on Earth than ever before : For I perceived plain- 
Iy, the Lord had ſpared him but to recover ſtrength of Grace, 
and to make him a more evident\inſtance of his ſingular Love, 
before he took him hence. MS. 

He being now more chearful than formerly,and more exceed. 

Ingly affectionate in his carriage to me, and- to all his Friends, 
e oecially with thoſe that were moſt Heavenly, the Lord was 
pleaſed to order it in his Providence ; there were many ſuch} 
then who came to uſe the Bath, as Mr.Fazrclowgh and his Wite 
Mr.. How of Torrington, Mr.Foſeph Barnard and his Wiſe, aud | 
ſeveral gf our Tawntor Friends, and of Briffol Miniſters and} 
others, which was z' great comfort to us, 
. His parts-feemed to be more quick in his Converſes, what- 
ever he was put upon, either by Scholars, or thoſe that were 
more Inferiour. He had many viſitors there,both of ſtrangers 
and Friends, who were willing to fee. him, and diſcourſe with 
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. His Reproofs were managed , with ſo much reſpþe& to their 
Perſons, and the honourable efteem'he had of their Dignity, 
that they ſaid, They could not but accept his Reproofs, though 
wery clofe and plain: And his way was, ſometime before he 
intended to reprove them, he would often in the Bath. Con- 
verſe with them, of rhings that might be taking with them + 
and did fo ingage their Aﬀe&ions, that they would willingly 


every day converſe with him : He being farnſhed (from his 


rmer Studies) for 4ny Company, deligning to ule it till 
for Holy ends ; by ſuch means hath caught many Souls, 


- -, While he was in this place, though he had many Diver- 


fions, by his uſing the Bath conſtantly every day, and his fre. 
—o_m_ Viſits, beſides his Weakneſs, yet he kept his conſtant 
eaſons, four times a day, for his Holy Retirements 3 wa- 
king in the Morning conſtantly at or before five a Clock, and 
would not be Liſturbed till about ſeven, when he was carried 
to the Bazh. Having the Curtains drawn cloſe, he ſpent his 
time in Holy Meditation, and Prayer, and Singing, and once 
again before Dinner, but then he ſpent leſs time ; and about 
half an hour before two in the Afternoon, julit betore he went 
abroad. 4s, 

For though he never attained to ſo much ſtrength, as to be 
able to walk abroad in the Streets without my leading him, 
or ſome other, yet he would be imployed for his Lord and 
Maſter, His Chair-men that uſed to carry him to the Bath, 


.he ——_— to fetch him- about three a Clock, who 


carried him-to Viſit all the Schools and Alms-houſes, and 
the Godly Poor, eſpecially the Widdows ; to whom he would 
give Maney, and with whom he would Pray and Converſe 
with them, concerning their Spiritual States, according as 
their Neggſſities required ; ingaging thoſe that were Teachers, 
and Governours, to Teach the 4ſſerblies Catechiſm, buying 
many Dozens,and giving them to diſtribute to their Scholars ; 
and many other ſmall Books which he thought might be 
uſeful for them ; and then would come and ſee, in a Week or 
Fortnight, what progreſs they had made : He alfo ingaged 
ſeveral to ſend their Children once a Week to him to be Ca- 
techiſed;which they did h2a1 ken to him in : And we had about 
ſixty or ſeventy Children every Lord's-Day to our Lodging, 
ang they proficed much by his Inſtrucions, till ſome _ 
o UC 
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ſuch” offence at it, that he was forced to deſiſt, and the Schools 
Mafter was threatned to be cited to We[ls before the Biſhop,and 
many others afrighted from ir. | 

He alſo ſent for all the godly Poor he could find in that 
place, and entertained them athis Chamber, and gave to-them 
every one as hz was able, -as a Thank-Ofering to the Lord 
for his Mercy to him, and deſired them, with ſeveral others, to 
keep a day of Thankſgiving for him ; Mr. Faercloughs Mr. How, 
and H;mſelf, performing the duties of the day. 
© Thus though his Sickneſs had been long, and his Expences 
great, he thought he could never ſpend enough for him from 
whom he had received all : 'He conſtantly gave Money or Ap.. 
ples to all the Children that came to be catechized by him, to 
ingage them, beſides all he gave to the Teachers, and Poor, 
which indeed was beyond his ability, conſidering his Eſtate : 
But I am perſwaded, he did foreſee that his time would be bur | 
ſhort ; and having made a competent and comfortable proviſi. | 
on for me, he refeived to lay up the reſt in Heaven ; he did of. 
ten ſay to me, 1f he lived never ſo longyhc would never mcreaſe 
his Eftate, now I was provided for ; he having no Children, 
God's Children ſhould have it. - Me 

'But he w2s yet again deſigning what he might do before he 
took his leave of the World : And his next work was, to ſend 
Letters to all his Relations and intimate Friends, in moſt of 
which he urges them to obſerve his Counſels,for they were like 
to be his laſt to them, TI alwayes.wrote for him, for he could 
not, by reaſon of his weakneſs, write a Line, | 

At this time he had a great defire to go to Mr, Foſeph Bar- 
»ards, which was about five Miles from Beth, there to finiſh 
his laſt Work for God, that ever he did on Earth , which was 
to promote the Exerciſe of Catechiſing in Somerſetſhire and 
Wilrfhire : Mr. Barnard having had a great deliverange as well 
as himſelf, h- propoſed this to him as their Thank-Offering to 
God, which they would joyntly tender to him. They had inga- 
ged one to another, to give fo much for the Printing of ſix 
thouſand of the 4//emblies Catechiſms, & among other Friends 
to raiſe ſome Money, for to [end to every Miniſter that would 
Ingage in the Work,and to grve to the Children for their Incou- 
ragewment in Learning : This Work was finiſhed by Mr. Zar- 
nara after.my Husband was goneto his Ref. 
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He finding himſelf to decline again, apprehended it was. 
for want of uſing the Bath, and therefore defired to return, 
and I being feartul he ſhould ride home, ſe-ing ſome Symp. 
toms of his Fits, ſent for the Horſe-Litter, and fo carried him 
again to Bath : Where, by the Doftors adyice, after he had 
taken ſome things to prepare his Body, 'he made uſe of the 
Hot Bath ( the Croſs-Barh being then too cold ) and fo he 
. did for four dayes, and ſeemed to be refreſhed,- and the 
ftrength that he had in his Limbs to recover, rather than 


Y abate; and two of his Tao Friends coming to ſee him, 


Y tome. 


he was chearful with them : But on the third of November 
I diſcerned a great change in his Countenance, and he foun 
a great alteration in himſelf, but concealed it from me, as [ 
heard after : For ſome Friends coming to viſit him, he deſi. 
red them to pray for him, for his time was very ſhort ; But. 
defired them not to tell me of it : All that day he would not 
permit me to move out of the Chamber from him, except 
once while thoſe Friends were wich him. After we had dined 
he was in morethen ordinary manner tranſported with Aﬀe.. 
Qion towards me ; which he expreſſed, by his returning me 
thanks for all my pains and care for him and with him, and 
utting up many moſt affeftionate requeſts forme to-G OD, 
hribto e would ſuffer me to riſe as we ſat together : At Nighr 
again, at Supper, before I could riſe from him, he ſpake thus 
Well, now my dear Heart, my Companion in all my Tribrt. 
lations and Afﬀidtions, I thank thee tor all thy pains and la- 
bours for me, at Home and Abroad, in Priſon and Liberty, in 
Health and Sickneſs ; _—_— up many of the Places we had 
J beenin, in the dayes of our affliftion : And with many other 
F moſt —_— and affe@tionate Expreſſions, he concluded 
* with mary Holy Breathings to God "2 me, that he would re- 
quite me, and never forget me, and fill me with all manner of 
Grace and Confolations, and that his Face might till ſhine 
upon me, and that I might be ſupported and carried through 
all difficulties, : 
' After this he deſired me to ſee for a Pradice of Piery ; and 
I procuring one for him, he turned his Chair from me, that T 
night not ſee, and read the Meditations about Death in the 
barter end of that Book ; which I diſcerning,askt of hi, Wie- 
- ther 


PT + POOR 

ther he did apprehend his end was near > To which he replyed, 
He knew not, in a few dayes 7 would. fee ; and fo fell into 
Diſcourſe, to divert me ; deſiring me to read two Chapters 
to him, as I uſed to do every night ; and ſo he haſted to Bed, 
not being able to go to Prayer ; and with his own hands did 
very haſtily undoe his Coat, and Doublet, which he had not 
done in many months before : As ſoon as he was in Bed he 
told me, He felt ſome more than ordinary ſtoppage in his 
Head ; and I brought him ſomething to prevent the Fits, 
which I feared : But in a quarter of an hour after he fell into a 
very ſtrong Convulſion : Which I- being much afrighted ar, 
called for hclp, and ſent for the Doors ; uſed all former and 
. other means, but no ſucceſs the Lord was pleaſed to give then 
ro any : But they continued for two dayes and nights, not cea- 

fing one hour. | 
This was moſt grievous to me, that T ſaw him fo like to de. 
_part, and that I ſhould hear him ſpeak no more to me ; 
ZZ>earing it would harden the Wicked to ſee him removed by 
ſuch a ftroak : For his Fits were moſt terrible to behold : 
And I earneſtly beſought the Lord, that it it were his plea- 
ſure, he would fo far mitigate the heavy ſtroak I ſaw was 


coming upon me, by — him to utter ſomething of his 


Heart before he touk him. ftrom me ; which he gratiouſly 
anſwered me in ; for 'he that had not ſpoke from Tueſday 
Night, did on Friday Morning, about three a Clock, call for 
me to; come to him, ſpeaking very underſtandingly berweerz 
"Times, all that day ; But that Night about nine Clock, he 
brake out with an audible vorce, ſpeaking for ſixteen hours to- 

ether, thoſe and ſuch like words as you formerly had account 
of ;- and did ceaſe but a very little ſpace, now and then, all the 

"oxmtg , till about ſix on Saturday in the Evening, when he 
departed. | _ 

Lbout three in the Afternoon he had, as we perceived, fome 
confli& with Satan, for he uttered theſe words ; 

* Amway thou foul Fiend, thou Enemy of all Man-kind, thou 
ſpbrle Sophiſter, art thou come now to moleſt me! New 1 am 
guſt going! Now 1 am (o weak., and Death upon me. - Trou- 
Lle me not, for I am none of thine ! I am the Lords, Chriſt 
zs mine, and I am bs: Hs by Covenant ; 1 have ſworn my 


ſelf. ro be the Lords, and hys 1 will be: Therefore be = 
| | Ineto 
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Theſe-laſt words he repeated often, which T took muc' | no 
| tice of ; That his covenanting with God was the means } e:uſed 
to expel the Devil and all his Temptations. | 
The time we were in Bath, I had very few hours alone-with 
him, by reafon of his conſtant uſing the Bark, and Viſits of 
Friends from all Parts thereabouts, and ſometimes from T.2zr- 
Foz; and when they were gone, he would be either retyrin 
to G OD, or to his Relt : But what time I had with him, te 
alwayes ſpent in Heavenly and Profitable Diſcourſe, ſpeaking 
much of the Place h2 was going to,and his Deſires to be gone : 
One Morning as I was drefling him, he looked up to Heaven, 
_ ſmiled, and I urging him to know why, h2 anſwered me 
tus 

Abmy Love, 1 was thinking of my Marriage Day, it will 
be ſhortly : O what a joyful day will that be ! Wilit not think- 
e/i thou my dear Heart ? 

Another time, bringing him ſome Broth, he ſaid, Bleſſed 
be the Lord for theſe refreſpments in the way home ;, but O haw 
ſweet will Heaven be . 

Another time, 7 hepe to be ſhortly where I ſhall need no Meat, 
nor Drink , nor Cloaths. 

When he looked on tis weak conſumed Hands, he would 
ſay, Theſe ſhall be changed , Th vile Body ſhall be made like 
fo Chriſts Glori9zs Body. | 

O what a glorious Day will the Day of the Reſyrret1on be ! 
Methinks 1 [ee rt by Faith ; How will the Sarnts lift up their 
_— and rejoyce, and how ſadly will the wicked World look 
Fen 

O Come let us make haſte, our Lord will come ſhortly, let us 
prepare. | 

1f we long to be im Heaven, let ws haſten with our Work ; 
or when that x done, away we ſhall be fercht. 

O this vain fooliſh dirty World, I wonder how reaſonable 
Creatures can ſo dote upon it ! What ws ;n it worth the looking 
after 1 I care not to be 11 1t longer than while my Myſter hath 
erther doing, or ſuffering work for me, were that done, farewel 
to Earth, | 

He was much in commending the Love of Chriſt, and from 
that exciting himſelf and me to obedience to him, often ſpeak- 

ing of his Sufferings and of his Glayy. FR 


_ 
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FLOf his Love-Letters, as he called the Holy Hiſtory of his 
Life, Death, Reſurre&ion, Aſcention, and his Second com 
ing ; The thoughts of which he ſeenied alwayes to be mychi 
raviſhed with. 


had\ſent him, which I remember he would frequently reckon 
up, 1. The Pardon of Sin. 2; A Patent for Heaven, $3. The 
Gif? of the Sprrit. 4. The Robe of his Righttowſneſs. 5. The 
oyles of Enemmes, 6, The Charter # all Liberties and Privi- 
edges. 7. The Guard of his Angels, The conſideration of 
this laſt he did Ragaenty folace himfelf in, ſaying to rhe of- 
ten, when we lived alone in the Priſon, and divers other Pla- 
ces; Well, my Dear, though we have not our Attendants and 
Servants as the Great Ones, and Rich of the World have, we 
have the Blefſed Angels of God ftill to wait upon mts to mini- 
freer to 5, and to watch over wu while we are ſleeping ;; to be 
with ms when journeymyg, and ſtill to preſerve us from the rage 
of” Men and Devils, | | 
He was exceedingly affefted with the three laſt Chapters of 
Sarnt Fohn's Goſpel, eſyecially .Chtiſt's parting Words, and 
Prayer for his Djiciples. Bur it is time for me to ſet a ſtop to 
my Pen, God did pour into him, and he did pour out fo much, 
that it was ſcarce poſſible to retain the Converſes of one day, 
without a conſtant Regiſter : His Heart, his Lips, his Life was 
filed up with Grace ; fo which he did thine both in Health 
3 and Sickneſs, Proſperity and Adverſity, in Priſon and at Li- 
berty, in his own Houſe,and in the Churches of Chriſt, where- 
ever he came : I never heard any that converſed with him, but 

would acknowledge it was to their advantage. 

At my Husbands firſt coming to Tawnror, he was entertain- 
ed by Mr." Newtoy: 2s a Sojourner, and after he was ordained in 
Taunton in a Publick Aﬀociation Meeting, he adminiſtred all 
Ordinances joyntly with him; though he were but an Aſſiſtant, 
Mr. Newton arg have it ſo,who dearly loved him,and highly 
eſteemed of him ; and ſeeing him reſtleſs in his Spirit, and 
putting himſelf to many tedious Journeys to viſit me, ( as he 
did once a Fortnight 25 miles ) he perſwaded him to marry, 
contrary to our purpoſe, we reſolving to have lived much lon- 
ger ſingle. The 4th of Oober 1655. after a year and two 

. . Months acquaintance, our Marriage was conſummated, : 
An 


| He would be frequently reckoning the choice Tokens Chriſt 
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And we lived togerher with Mr.|Newtoz, near two years, 
where we were moſt courtepuſly entertained? and then hope.o 
Ing to be more uſeful in our Station, we took a Houſe, and I 
having been alwayes bred to work, undertook to teach a 
School, and had many Tablers, and Scholars, our Family be. 


Ing ſeldome lefs than Twenty, and many times Thirty ; My 


| uſually fifty or fixty of the Town and other places, 
And the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs us exceedingly in our en- 
deavours : Sothat many were converted in a few years, that 


. were before Strangers to God : All our Scholars called hin 


Father : And indeed he had far more care of them than moſt 
of their natural Parents, and was moſt tenderly affe&iongte to 


' them, bur eſpecially to their Souls. 


His courſe in his Family was Prayer, and reading the 


np, and ſinging twice a day, except when he cate- 
chiſe 


ifed, which was conſtantly once, if not twice a Week : Of 
every Chapter that was read, he expected an account of, and 


. of every Sermon, either to himſelf or me : He dealt with them 


and his Servants frequently together, and apart, about their 
Spiritual ſtates, prefling them to all their Duties,both of Firſt 
ahd Second-Table, and calling them ftri&ly to account, Whe.. 
ther they did not omit them. He alſo gave them Books ſui. 
table to their Capacities and Condition, which they gave a 
weekly account of to him or me ; but too often by publick 
Work was he diverted, as I am apt to think, who knew not ſo 
well what was to be preferred. 

His Lords-Days Work was great, for though he Preachs 
but once in his own Place, yet he was either defired by ſome 
of his Brethren to fupply theirs on any Exigency, or would go 
where was no Miniſter ; and fo was forced often to leave his 
Family to me, to my great grizf and lofs : In his Repetitions 
In Publick, as well as Catechiſing, his own Family came all in 
their turns, to Anfwer in the Congregation,both Scholars and 
Servants, 

When I have pleaded with him for more of his time with 


my Self and Family, he wonld anſwer me : His Miniſterial 


Work would not permit him to be ſo conſtant as he would ; 
for if he had Ten Bodies and Souls, he could imploy them 
all, in, and about Tawntor: And would fay, 4h my Dear, 
4 know thy Soul is ſafe ; But how many that are th - 
AVsg 
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have 7 to leok after > O that 1 could do more forthim ? 
_ He was a Holy, Heavenly, Tenderly-Aﬀe@ionate Husband. 
and I know nothing I could complain of, but that he was ſo 
taken up, that I could have bur very little coriverſe with him. 
His vn was expreſſed to nie, in his great care for mez 


Sick and Well; in his Provifion for me ; in his Delight in | 
my Company ; ſaying often, He could not bear to be from | 


me, but when he was with God, or, imployed for him ; 
and that often-it was hard for him to deny himſelf to be fo 


long abſent : It was irkſome to. him to make a Meal with-. 


out me, nor. would -he manage ariy Afﬀair almoſt without 
converſing with me, concealing nothing from tne, that was 
fit for me to know ; being tar from the Temper of thoſe 
Husbands, who hide all their Concerns from their Wives, 
which he could not indure to hear of, eſpecially in Good 
Men. 


He was a faithful reprover of any thing he ſaw amiſs in me, |þ 


which I took as a great evidence of his real good will to my 
Soul ; and if in any thing he gave me offence, which was but 
ſeldom, fo far would he deny himſelf,as to acknowledge it, and 
deſire me to paſs it by, profeſſing to me he could never teſt till 
he had done ſo; and the like I was ready to do to bim,as there 
was far more reaſon ; by which courſe, if any difference- did 
ariſe, it was ſoon over with us. 

He was a very tender Maſter to his Servants, every way ex- 
prefling is to their Souls and Bodies, giving them that incou- 
ragement in their places they could defire ; expecting from his 
whole Family that reſpe&, and obedience to his Commands, 
. Which their Rule required : reproving them that were careleſs 
and negligent in obſerving them. | 

He was frequent in keeping ſoletnn dayes of Humiliation, 
eſpecially againſt a Sacrament. 


He was a very ftri& obſerver of the Sabbath, the Duties of | 


which, he did perform with ſuch joy and alicrity of Spi- 
rit, as was moſt pleaſant to joyn with him, both in Publick, 
and in the Family, when we could enjoy him : And this he 
did much preſs upon Chriſtians, to ſpend their Sabbaths more 
in - avs and Thankſgivings, as dayes of holy rejoycing in our 
Redeemer. 


All the time of his Health, he did riſe conſtantly * ot 
before 
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before four of the: Clock, (and on the Sabbaths ſooner, if 
he did wake) he would be much troubled if he heard any 
Smiths or Shoomakers, or ſuch Tradeſmen at work at theit 
Trades, before he was in his Duties with God : Saying to tile | 
often, O how this Noiſe ſhames me | Doth not my Maſter 
deſtrye more than theirs > From four till eight, he ſpent ini 
Prayer, Holy. Contemplation, and ſinging of Pſalms, which 
he much delighted in, and did daily practiſe alone, as well as 
in his Family : Having refreſhed himſelf about half an hour; 
he would call to Family-Duties, and after that to his Studies; 
till eleven. or twelve a Clock,. cutting out his Work for every 
hour in the day. Having refreſhed himſelf a while. after 
Dinner, he uſed to retire to his Study to Prayer, and fo A- 
broad among the Families he was to viſit, to whom he al- 
wayes ſent the day before ; going out about two a Clock, and 
{c1dom r:turning till ſeven in the Evening, ſometimes latcr : 


 RHHe would often Y» Give me 4 Chriſtian that counts his tame 


4 , 


more precious than Gold. His Work in his publick Miniſtry 
in Taxrton, being to Preach but once a Sabbath, ard Cate- 
chiſe ; he devoted bimſelf much to private Work, and alſo 
[245n i once 2 Week in Publick beſides, atid repeated the 
Sermon he Preached on the Sabbath-Day, on Tueſday in the 
Evening, . 

He found much difficulty in going from Houſe to Houſes 
becauſe it had not been vraftiſee a long time by any Miniiter 
in Tarrtoz, nor by any others of his Brethreri z and he be= 
ing but a Young Man, to be looked upon as ſingular, was 
that which called for much Self-denyal, which the Lord ihd- 
"wy bim to Exerciſe : For after he had Preached up in Pub- 

c>& th2 Miniſters Duty to their People, and theirs tv receive 
them, when they cattic to theni for their Spiritual Advantages 


- he ſer ſpeedily upon the Work; 


In this Work, his courſe was, to draw a Caniboies of the 
Names of the Families in eath Sireet, and fo to ſend a day 
or two before he intended to viſit ther that they might nor 
be abſent, and thar he might underſtand who was willing to 
receive im : Thofe that ſent ſlight Excuſes, or did obſtinate- 
Iy refuſe his Meſſage, he would ryings nag, go to them, 
and if ( as ſome would.) they did ſhut their Doots againſt 


im, he would ſpeak ſome few + words to them 
S ; "— | or 
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orif he ſaw cauſc,, denounce the Threatnings of God againſt 
them that deſpiſe his Miniſters, and fo departed ; and after 
would ſend affeionate Letters to'them, {o full of love, and 
expreſſions of his great deſires to do their Souls good, as did 
-overcome their Hearts; and they did many of them afterwards 
readily receive him into their Houfts. - Herein was his Com- 
paſhon ſhewed to all Sorts, both Poor and Rich, not diſ- 
dainigg to go intoyſluch Houſes' amongſt the Poor, as were of- 
_ ten yery offenſive to ' him to fit in, he being of 'an' exa& and 
curious temper 2 yet would he with joy and freedom, deny 
himſalf for the good of their Souls, and that he might fulfil 
wy Miniſtry among thoſe the Lord had given him the over- 
19ht of, | 

| 5 perceiving this Work, with what he did otherwiſe,to be too 
hard for him, fearing often he would bring himſelf. to Diſtem- 
pers and Diſeaſes, as he did ſoon after, beſought him not tv 
go {o frequently: His anſwer would be, What have 7 frength 
fer, but to ſpend for God 3 What xs a Candle for, but to be 
Emrnt:> And he would ſay, 7 was like Peter, fill erying, O 
ſpare thy ſelf ; But 7 muſt not hearken to thee, no more thau 
2:5 Maſter did to him + Though his Labours were ſo abun- 
dant, T never knew him, for nine years together, under the 
leaſt Diſtemper one quarter of an hour. 

He wasexceeding temperate in his Dyet, though he had a 
very ſharp Appetite, yet did he at every Meal deny himſelf, 
being perſwaded that it did much conduce to his Health : 
His: converſe at his Table was very profitable, and yert plea- 
fant, never riſing, either at home or abroad, without drop- 
ping ſomething of God, according to the Rule he laid down 
ro others. He was very much in commending and admi- 
ring the Mercies of God in every Meal, and was {till fo plea- 
ſed with his proviſion for him, that he would often ſay ; | 
He fared deliciouſly every day, and lived far better than the 
Great Ones of the World, who had their Tables far better 
furmiiſhed : For he.enjoyed God in all, and ſaw his Love and WW: 
Bounty in what he received at every Meal : So that he would 
fay, O Wife! I live a voluptuors life ; but bleſſed be Gad,zt ts 
rpon "Wha Damnties, ſuch as the World know not, nar taſte 
act Of, >: ; 

.. He was much in minding the Poor, that were'in want c- 
a 
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; things, often wondering that God ſhould make fuch a/dif.. 
ference between him and them, both for this World and -that 
to:come ;. and his:Charity was ever beyond his Eſtate, as my 
{elf and many. other Friends did conceive, but he would not 
de diflwaded, alwayes ſaying, 1f he were Prodzgal, it was for 
God, and not for himPfelf, nor (6. | | 

- There were but ew, if any, Poor Families, eſpecially of 
the godly in 7awntor, but he knew their neceſſities, and did 
by himſelf or Friends relieve them : So that'our Homes were 
ſeldom free of ſuch as came to make complaints to hin;- -ARer 
the times grew dead for Trade, many of our godly :men'de- 
caying, he would give niuch beyond' his ability to recover 
them : HE would buy Peaſe and Flitches of Bacon,and diſftri-, 
bute twice a year, in the cold and hard Seaſons; He kept 
eyeral Children at_ School at his own. Coſt 3. bought. many 
Books and Catechiſms, and had many thouſands of Prayers 
printed, and diſtributed among'them ! And after his Brethren 
vere turned out, he gave four pounds a yeat himſelf to 4 
publick Stock for them, by which che excited many others ts 
do the ſame, and much mote, which elſe would never, have 
done it: And on any other occaſions as did frequently fall 
in, he would give even to the offence of his Friends : So 
that many would grudge in the Town to give him what. they 
had agreed for ; becauſe he would -give ſo much; Beſides' all 
this, the neceſſities of his own Father, and many other Rela- 
tions were ſtill calling upon him, and he was open handed:to 
them all : So that it hath been ſometimes even incredible to 
our ſelves to confidet how niuch he did, out of a little Eſtate, 
and. therefore may ſeem ftrange ty others : Moreover, when 
he had received any niore than ordinary Mercy at the Hand 
of. GOD, his manner: was, to ſet apart ſome conſiderable 

ortion out. of his Eſtate, and dedicate it to the Lord, as a 


:| Tot of erongy to be laid out for his Glory in pivus and chart- 
e 


table U 
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- When I have begged him to conifider himſelf and me ; 
he would an{wer me, He was laying up,and GOD would re- 
Wpay him ; That by liberal things he thould ſtand, when others 
might fall that cenſured him ; that if he ſowed ſparingly, he 
ſhould reap fo ; if bountifully, he ſhould reap bounrtifully. 
 Atid I zuſt confeſs I did often ſee ſo ntuch of GOD. in his 
| 7” WH dealings 
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dealings with us, according to his Promiſes, thar I have been 
convincd and filenc'd ; God having often fo ſtrangely and un 
expeRedly provided for us : And notwithſtanding all he had 
done, he had ar laſt fomewht to diſpoſe of 'to his Relations 
and to his Brethren, befides condnindls proviſion for me. 
Thus his whole Life was a continual Sermon, holding forth 

evidently the Doctrines he Preached ; Humility, Self-denyal, 
Patience, Meekneſs, Contentation, Faith, and holy. Conf 
dence _—_— in him, with moſt dear Love to God, and hi 
Church, and People ; and where he longed and panted tobe, 
he is now bining in Heaven, ſinging Praiſes to. God, and to 
the ng ich Work he much delighted in, whilſt here on 
E | | 


© 
— 


CHAP. VII. 


Some Notes from another, whoſe Houſe he Lodged 
FL an in ( Mr-Fe ) 


The Narrateve of his moſt Conflant, Tender, Compaſſionate 
 gtaling with ignorant and bad People, tn the places wher: 
be came, ( frequently giving them Money, with his Exhor: 


. F&teons ) 5s mentioned before. 
React x . 


A®S for ſuch as feared God already, hz was ſtill ſeeking 
their Edification, and ſtirring them up to a Holy Life : 
Very much prefling them, to intend God as their end, and 
to do whatever they did for God. When the Week began, he 
would ſay, Another Week ss now before ws, let me ſpend this 
Week for God, Andin the Morning he would fa, Come now 
Let rhys day be ſpent for God, Now let ms live fhys one day well : 
Could we reſolve to be more than —_ circamſpectt, but for 
oe diy at 4 time, and ſo on, we might live at extraordinary 
rite. In the day time, he would ( ſeafonably.Y+-ask People, 
How did you. ſet out to day ?. D1d, you ſet out for God to day?) 
What were your Morning Thoughts > 7 
' In the Week time, he would often ask the Servants for = 
Heads | 


> 
« 
XY 
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eads of the Sermon, which they had heard on the Lord's- 
Day before. As he walked about the Houſe, he would make 
ome Spiritual ufe of what-ever did occur, and till his Lips 
lid drop like the Hony-Comb to atl that were abaut him, to 
lo any Offices for him in his Weaknefs,were all well xequiteg. 
To give.a few Inſtances of his ſavoury words. 
To one that had done well. © There are two things ( fad 
* be) that we muſt ſpecially look to after well doing, and the 
* ſpecial taſt of the Love of God. 1. That we grow not 
*proud of it, and fo loſe all. 2. That we grow not ſecure, 
*and ſo give the Tempter new Advantages. S 
'Speaking of the Vanity of the Worle he faid : <Itis as 
gcod be without the World, and to bear that flate as be= 
teem=-th a Chriſtian, as to exjoy the Warld, though ir 
werenever fo well imployed > If a Man hath Riches, and 
layeth them out for Gud, and for his Servants, yet is it as 
happy a ſtate to recetve Alms of another, fo we bear our 
Poverty aright, and are chearful and thankful in our low E- 
4 fate. (Though yer it is true, that Riches may be. ufed to 
the good of others ; and it is more honourable to give, than 
to receive, ) 
Another time he was ſaying : © How neceffary a Duty it is 
18 for a Child of God, placidly to ſuit withall God's Diſpen- 
7 fations, and that a Chriſtian muſt not onely quietly ſubmit 
'-[O to God in all his dealings, but ever to be Fl pleaſed with 
what God doth, as knowing that he is infinitely Wife, and 
Good. And, O how unbecoming a Chriſtian is it to do 0- 


2 (i therwiſe, To which one anſwering, How ſhort we ordina- 
© Wy fall as ta thar temper : He replyed, *We have much ground 
dif to go yet, but fo it muſt be z, but we ſhall never be well in- 
c BF deed till we come to Heaven. 


5 I Another time ſaid he, © O what an alteration will be ſhort- 
” ly made upon us ! Now we are the Sons of God, but yer 
* Wit doth not appear (to fight ) what we ſhall be : Dil we 
7 FF imagine onely that we ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the Fir- 
)  mament, it were too low a Conception of our Bl. fednets . 
'» Ml iereafter, 
? WM Another Morning as he was Dreſſing, he faid, © O what a 
ſhout will there b2 when Chriſt ſhall come in his Glury ! L 
Wt ot + 2 contribute to that ſhour, Sd 
*I H 3 Another 


| (x82 ) 

Another time, © I bleſs the Lord, I delight in nothing in 
© this World, further thanTfſee God in it. | 

Another time '( in his weakneſs ) faith he: © There are 
© three things which muſt be wunlearned, as being miſtakes a. 
© mong men. - 1, Men think that their happineſs lyeth in ha. 
< ving the World,” when it is. much more in contemning the 
« World. 2, Men think that the greateſt contentment lyeth i 
<-having their Wills, when indeed it lyeth in croſſing, mor. 
< tifying, and ſubduing their wills to the Will of Goc 
E. 3. Men think jt their þutineſs and benetit to ſeck themſelyes 
i when iMeed it is the denying of themſelves. 

Another rime this was his advice, © r. Value preciout 
£time, while time doth laſt, and not when it 1s irrevocab| 
& Joſt. 2. Know the worth of things to come, before the; 
< come, ( or are preſent) and the worth of things preſent 
| © before they are paſt, 3. Value no Mercy as it ferveth t 
© content the fleth,- but as it is ſerviceable for God, and tj 
& things eternal. Gn | 
Such was his talk at the Table, where he. would be fti 
_ raiſed in gratitude for God's Bounty, and uſed to eat his mea | 
with much chearfulneſs and comfort,as ſavouring of a ſweeta: 


: He took one that was watching with him by the haud, an 
faid:*T hope to paſs an Eternity with theezin the praiſes of ouſſſ } 

« God: In the mean time, Let us live a lite of praiſe whil 
& we are here, for it is ſweet to us, and delightful to God : Il 
«is harmony in his Ears, our (nillogs being pardoned, and vl 
& and our praiſe accepted through Chriſt. Such diſcourſe isM . 
T hope, no great rarity with good men, in the chearfulneſs « 
Piper) in health; but for a man on the Bed of tediou-- 
Janguiſhing it is more rare. | Ds | 
* The night before he went to Bath, where he died, he ſaid t 
the ſam: Perſon : © O how much more hath God done fo 
* you, than for all the World of unconverted Perſons, ir that 
F he hath wrought his Image on your heart, and will bring yo 
« at laſt to his Celeſtial Glory : See now that you acknow 
£ ledge the Grace of God, and give him the praiſe of it : Fo! 
* my part, I blefs the Lord, I amfull of his Mercy ; Good 
* neſs and Mercy have followed me all my dayes ; I am ful: 
£ and running over: And now > charge you to walk yo” 
DOE le todo” 
ap” = 
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Gs fully, and to follow me with your Praiſes whilſt F am 
« altve. | | 
_ And for ſuch in the Family as Iay under doubts of their 
condition, he took great. care of them, endeavouring daily 
to fatisfie their Doubts, and anſwer their Scruples ; and Atl 
- would be enquiring, whether they had yer any more fettle- 
ment : And if they faid, they :-knew not how to try them. 
felves ; he would ſay, Come, let me help you 5, and fo would 
take them aſide, and: propaund fome three or four found 
Marks, by way of Queſtion, and would ask thene whether it 
were fo with then or not > And if any doubt appeared to re. 
main about it, he would not eafily leave them, tHll they were 
Jowewhat farisfied at that time, and would bring all down to 
the meaneſt -- Capacity, by putting his Queſtions feverat 
wayes. And if yet doubts remained, he would ufe alt the 
fcompaſſion and pitifulneſs that might be, and open to them 
the goodneſs of God's Nature, the ſufficiency of Chriſt, and 
bis readineſs to accept returnmg Sinners. ;, and after. long 
| ya. by fairer means, would plainly labour to conv incether 
of the Sin of Unbelief, (5c. And for any inthe Family that 
_ feemed to ſtick under bare Conviftions, he much urged then 
= go on, and make a through, and found, and fure work 
of it. 
ol 3 1» Family Duties, he femed more excellent than at other 
Nil " times. We 


[ He was a man of ſingular patience in AMition. Though 
wlll be lay under ſuch weakneſs for certain years, as rendred 
3M. Þim almoſt wholly unable for his publick Work, and many 
. WM times not able tv moye a Hand or Finger, or hardly any 
uM. other part ; yet ſome that have been much with hin, acver 


\ heard hin once complain, of one pain or other, unleſs any 
askt him, and then would alwayes make the leaſt of it, And 
when he lay many nights and never took the leaſt reſt by 
fleep,he would never thew the leaſt impatiency, nor ſo muck as 
fay, he had not ſlept, unkfs it were askt bim : And ſtill would 
juitifie and glorifie God, and fay, Shall 2 recurve gaud at Gad's 

nds and ng evil > | 


” 
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Additions, 


Speaking of Exhortations and Reproof, he ſaid, 7:*s he 
ſefeſ courſe ( where it may be done ) to take the opportunity, 
and not to ſuffer cur backward hearts to cheat us of the preſent, 


on pretence of ſtaying for a fitter time. 
As Sg, 4 pr Ee Airy he ſaid, 7? z good for 
brech Chriſtians as need it, to ſtud) —— what ta ſpeak, 
. that they may alwayes have rs ung in readineſs to bring 
forth o the benefit of others, which will prevent smpertinencies, 
Ot Prayer with others he would ſay ; We have need to watch 
epamfh confining owr Thoughts and Deſires to the caſes of Our 
own Souls, with the neglect of thoſe that joyn with ws z, but 4. 
bovg all, with the negled of the miſerable World, and_of the 
Church of Chrift, For though indeed Hypocrites uſe to Indite 
almoſt all their publick Prayers from the ſuppoſed caſe of 
thoſe that are ay bas and meddle bur little with their own 
fins and wants, unleſs in formality : Yet finczre Chriſtians are 
. _ at firſt too apt to dwell upon their own Caſes almoſt alone, 
inſomuch that they have need to be called outward; and as 


they grow in Love, they will grow enlarged in the caſe of 
their Feerfeen,but eſpecially of Publick and Univerſal Conſe- 


qUEnce. 


—_ 


CH AP. VIIL 
4 intire and exadt Delineation of this Holy Perſon, ll. 
Written by one of his familiar Acquaintance 3 - 
preſented in the laſt place, as the Portraiture of a 
compleat Gofpel-Minifter. 


Firſt, Hs Perſonal Chara@er. His Stature and Complexion, 


AS to his Perſonal Bodily Character, He was of Stature, 

tall and ere& ; of Complexion,clear and lovely,his Coun- 
p<nance being the ſeat of chearfulneſs, gravity, and love. It | 
” contra: | 


by 
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contradidted that uſual ſaying, viz. Fronts waJe fides ,, fol 
his ſpritely 8& ſerene Countenance was the Index of an Qin 
and harmonious Soul. Anger as it ſeldom beclouded, fo + 
became not that Face moit uncapable of ſowr impreſſions 
It was forc'd, and fo not of long continuance, for it never 
appeared but upon Sumnjons, when commanded to interpoſc 
it elf, the Glory of GQD, and Honour of Religion bei 
concern'd, Neither did his Reaſon and Vertue ſooner rai 


than lay it when the Cauſe was ceaſed. He was angry, and 
+ finneq nor, by being angry chiefly or only far fin. | 


Hz Conftitution. 


He had not a more hail Complexion, than healthfut Con- 


; Nitution, hugely fitted for the Employment in which he was 
'fo ſucceſsful, v-z,, His Miniſterial Labouys and Studies, Info- 


much that he hath often been heard to confeſs,” thar h2 knew 
not what an hours ſickneſs or indiſpoſition was for thirty years 
and upward, even until after his firſt Impriſonment, ro which 
(as it 15 elſe-where intimated) it may well be thought thar he 
owed the firſt ard fatal impairs of his healthful vigour, Since 
which firſt decay,it may be afhrmed that contrariwiſe for fom= 


- years together, till the period of his life, he ſcarce knew what 


was an hours health. Moſt deplorable it is, that his grear. 
and even exceſſive labqurs, and hard durance,thonld have 


 prodigal of thav ſtrength which might perchance have been hi- 
'therto employcd to the moſt noble 
| Innocent flames of Divine Love to G OD, and Zeal for his 


e purpoſes, Bur alas, the 
Glory, and the good of Souls, made all his itrengrh a whole 


{ burnt Sacrifice, and as well devoted, as if ſacihced to the 
$ flames of Martyrdom. 


His Fudgment. 
And here ſome injury would be done to his Worthy 


| Name, ſhould his internal BExcellencics, which are of all the 


greateit, be wholly forgotten, His Judgment was as the Por 
of Manna, wherein were found and conſerved all wholeſome 


| Soul-feeding-Dottrines ; moſt ſolid and accume it was. | For 
though with the Eye of his Bedy he could not fee far off, yet 


with 


4-4" Sa 
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with the Eyg of his mind or underſtanding, he penetrated 
fac into the receffes. of difficult Truths, and out of menta! 
perplexities- he was wont happily to extricate himſelf and 
others, toyk of his Intelle& herein betng not fo pleaſant 
as facceGful. He was all judgment in his enquiries after 
Truth, and. all affeRtion in purfuing .and promoting that 
\ which is good. | | 


His Memory. 


Hts Memory was as the Tables of the Covenam, GOD's 
LAW ge Meditation Day and Night, and as the Sa-. 
cred Records there kept. It was a moſt Faithful and Refined 
Trezfary,, out of which he continually brought Things New 
and Old for the Inſtruction and Conſolation of his Hearers. 
So tenacious. it was, that it needed not, and wholly refuſed 
thoſe belps by which it is uſually fortined, and its defe&s 
luppiyed It knew not the ſlavery of an impoſcd task, for 
we 


typeſet of bis Mind or Memory. 


His Phanſie. 


His Phanſie was as 4arozz; Rod budding, ever producing 


freſh Blofloms of refined Divine Wir and Invention. It was 

ick and happy, a fruitful Store-houſe of hallowed and ſub. 
me Notions. Ever pregnant, px never bringing forth any 
ether thanthe Ofi-fprings of Judgment & Diſcretion. Though 
it ſoared high, yet like 2 Bird in a String, when it had gone to 


Its utmoſt kngth, it was check'd by his Judgment and Humi. | 


liry, leſt it ſhould afcend above its height. 
His Will and Aﬀedtions. 
His Will he had folong loſt in the Divine Will, as not to 


findrt, or to be troubled with its reluQancies under ſo long 
and {2d a Series of Tryals and Aﬀflicttons, as thoſe which at- 


tended him conſtantly ta his Grave, © His Aﬀe&tions were | 


frong and fervent, and to uſe his Words, They kept to 
their right Objes, and their due Bounds, never inkindled 
| but 


had once engaged his love, was without delay or difticul- 


Frag” * = © tl i a 
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but with a Coal from the Altar, and then they ſoared to mar= 
vellous Heights. He was indeed, as it were, all affeQion in 
pong and promoting the grand intereſts of Religion. The 
Zeal of God's Houſe had conſumed him, and that not Blind 
nor Wild, but well attempered with Light and Heats. In Sum, 
what Holy Mr. Herbert ſaid of himſelf, that may be ſaid of 
him, That his Active Soul was as a keen Knife in a thin Sheath, 
mo to cut through, and take its flight into the Region 

uls. 


His great Gravity. 


But to proceed to ſome of his excellent Proverties. His 


_ gravity appeared to be true and genuine, (as not affe&ed or 


moroſe, not through any inability, but unwillingneſs to preſs 


- his Wit to the ſervice of Vanity) reſulting from a mind ever 


in the awe of God. * Becauſe his Preſence and Deportment 
ſtruck ſuch an awe even on all with whom he converſed, and 
compoſed them to a true decorum. So that as Reverend Mr. 
Boltoz, when watking in the Streets, was ſo much cloathed 
with majeſty, as by the.notice of his coming in theſ2 Words, 
Here comes Mr, Bolton, as it were to charm them into order, 
when vain or doing amiſs ; ſo this moſt grave Divine, where. 
ſoever he came,was as a walking Ghoſt by his preſence, conju- 
ring them into a grave deportment, his countenance ever 
pointing at his awful Soul, What the Image or Statue of Se- 
xacherib did ſpeak, that much more did this lively Image of 
the moſt High GOD ſpeak, v-z. He who looketh to meglet him 
be Religions. | 

This his great gravity was not onely Univerfally diſcerned 


| by all, but alſo more particularly and efoecially acknowledg- 


ed and loved by his Brethren in the Miniitry, tor there being 
ſome matter of moment depending among them, the care 
of which was to be devolved on ſome on? man: A worthy 
Divine far exceeding him in years, ſollicited him to take it 
on him, who modeitly waved it, wondering that they ſhould 
pitch on one ſo young and vnexperienced as himſ-If, for fo 
folemn an undertaking : To whom the tor2named Divine re- + 

lyed ; That of all the Miniſters, his Brethren, whereot many 
(5 Age were his Fathers, ke knew none of greater Gravity, 
| | EL Induſtry, 


T3 - 
Tndu and fitnefs for the management of that Aﬀait than 
Induſt, anagrmene 


Hi Aﬀebility. 


Neither was hz fo immurcd in his Study, as to be a ſtranger 
to, or averſe from, that generous and innocent freedom and 
ebli ingneſs of converſe, for Love and Aﬀability, were accu- 
xately attempered with his great Gravity, He became all 
things to all men,” that he might gain the more, and fo com- 
municative innocent and obliging were all his Converſes, 
that he commanded the imitation and ' admiration of his 
Friends, and forc'd this acknowledgment from his Adverfa- 
ries, both Prophane, Atheittical, and Se&arian, v/z, That 
. if there were ever a good Man among them,(meaning the Non- 
conformiſts) Mr. Allen was he. h 


Hu Charity, 


Communicative I fay he was, both of Spiritual, and alſo 
Temporal good things together, according to, and even be- 
opd his Power, (as it is elfe-whete abundantly aſcertained) 

h when he heard the loud Complaints of ſome, and when 
be Jittened to tbe ſilent Suits of others, v/2.. ſome modeſt and 
indigent Houſe-keepers, who only ſpake by their real needs, 
end entered ther Suits at the Eyes of an inquiſitive Almoner, 
mare than at his Ears. Of the good things pertaining to this 
Life, he was often liberal beyond his meaſure, and of thoſe 

rtaining to another Lite, _ beyond his ſtrength; and by 
this Conſtellation of his Charity and Alms-deeds,” he made 
the one more Profitable, and the other more Acceptable ; the 
one the greater,and the uther the happier, and more ſucceſsfal 
and by this Conjunction alſo, he 1 himfelt more per-. 

© feft before God, the more throvghly furniſhed to every good 
Word and Work. ' | | | 


His Utterance, 


His Prolation or manner of Speech was Free, Bloquen 
Sublime, and Weighty, Of him it may be well ſaid, as of 


2.308: 
our Blefſed Saviour, That all bear hin witneſ5, andwondered 
ot the gracious Words which proceeded out of bis Mouth, It 
will be hard to tell what Man ever ſpake with more Holy Elo- 
quence, Gravity, Authority, Meekneſs, Compaſſion and Eh 
cacy to Souls, than he did to thoſe to whom in Inſtruction, 
Exhortation, Conſolation, ye , he molt wiſtly, 
frequently, and ſucceſsfully. applyed himſelf, Few could re. 
fiſt, or ſtand before the powerful Charms, and united Force 
of his Love and Authority, being equally attracted by the one, 
and awed by the other. In him, it in any, that conimon obg 
{rrvation did evidently fall, v-z. | 


Non bene conveniunt, nec in una ſede lacantur 
Majeſtas © Amor, 


True its, that this young T--2orhy (with whom few were 
like minded, in caring naturally for the ſtate of his Flock) 
was at his firſt entrance on his Miniſtry,deſpiſcd for his Youth, 
by thoſe who after with ſham? confefſ:d their Errour, and 
deplored their raſhneſs, reſolving atter for his ſake, no more 
to judge according to appearance,but to honour for their work, 
E_ worth, thoſe whom Age hath not made Vene- 
TaDie, 


Secondly, Hi Studies and Learning, 


- As reſpe&s his Studies, he had a ſtrong inclination to, and 
delight in the Study of the Nateral and Erhnick Theologee, 
in which he proceeded to a great acquaintance with the 
chief. Sets of the Philoſophers, ahecially the Acalemrcks, 
and. Srozcks, of his infight into whom he made ſingular uſe, 
by gathering their choiceſt Flowers tov adorn Chriſtianity 
withal ; and indeed, ſcarce did he Preach a Sermon, where- 
in he did not Sele&t ſome excellent Paſſage or other out of 
theſe, whereby to illuſtrate and fortihe his Diſcourſe, And 
how well becoming a Divine, and mo{t Jaudable this his In- 
clination and Choice was, is moſt manifeſt to conſidering 
Men ; for hereby he more confirim2d himſelf in the Chriſtian 
Religion (which ke had eſpouſed with ſo mnch Judgm-nt and 
Zeal) by a diſtin aad certain knowledge of the higheſt Prin- 


Ciples 
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ciples and Hopes of the Z:hzzcb Religions, and by a ſober 
comparing of that with theſe. He alſo much delighted in .4- 
w4t02z9,i0 which he acquired a conſiderable skill, which alſo he 
nota little improved by frequent Diſſe&ions. And in his pub- 


lick Miniſtry, he often made uſe of this his infight, by com- | 


fing, with Galez, Hymns to the Creator, whoſe infinite 
Wiſdom he was often heard to admire, in the contrivance of 
Mans outward frame, and in the rare contexture, dependance, 
and uſe of all, even the minuteſt parts,in the excellent Fabrick 
_ of Mans body. As to his skill in the Lan guages,it was not con. 
temptible, eſpecially in thoſe three which , Ludovicus V 1- 
yes faith) Chviſt ſanCified upon the Croſs. 


Thirdly, His Moderation and Humility: 


He managed his diſfents in Judgment from others with 
great Charity, Humility, and Moderation, moſt ſtrictly ob- 


evil of no man, much leſs of dignities. Infomuch that when 
his ement was at any time defired concerning any Ser- 
mon. which he had heard, and any Miniſter, (Conformiſt, or 
Nonconformiſt) though weak and mean, he would yet ever 
find matter of Conimendation, none of Diſpraiſe, judging 
the Miniſter and his Diſcourſe, at leaſt, to be honeſt, and of 
good intent. He abhorred to intrench on''the Divine Prero- 
gative, in judging of Mens States before the time ; and in 
emning Mens Actions at all adventures, without conſi- 
dering their leſſening or altering Circumſtances. And as he 
liked to. judge no man beyond his Sphere, and ſpeak evil of 
no Man ; fo in his Lite did he reap as great and viſible Re- 
ward as any for this moſt Chriitian Practice'; for the Tongues 
even of all did pay tribute to his good Name ; which was a 
ng fo entire and ſacred, that ſcarce a Rabſheha or Shimes 
capid find a paſſ>ge by which to invade'it. His good Name 
was as a precious Box of Oyntment, by his Death efpecially 
broken and poured forth, the delicious ſcent whereof all thoſe 
Hearts with gacat delight retain, which like Lzdza's, were o0- 
pened to his Heavenly Dodrine ; and not onely ſo, but they 
_ Will perpetuate it, whil{t they have Childrens Children by 
whom to eternize his Memory, 
= Fourthly, 


an what he {till exhorted his Flock unto,. vez; To ſpeak 
Is ] 
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Fourthly, Hz Pradtice as to Church-Communauy” Has 
Fedgment as to Obedjence to Authortty, 


—_ 


As reſpe&s his Praftice, and moderate Opinicn in point ef 
Church-Communion, and his Judgment in point of Obadi.. 
nce to the Supream Power, together with his great regard to, 
and earneſt infiſting on Second-Table Duties, much may -be 
ſaid to his worthy Praiſe, He as frequently attended on the 
publick Worſhip, as his opportunities and itrength permitted, 
and often declared his very good liking of ſome Sermons, 
which he heard from the preſent Incumbent. He did mot ac- 
ount that none could worſhip God aright, unleſs in all In. 
ances, and ſmaller Circumſtances of Worſhip, they wholly 
zecorded with his Apprehenfions ; But with the Divine Apo- 
le he had learnt to ſay ; Norw:ithſanding every ways whe 
ther in Pretence or in Truth, Chriſt xs preached, and 1 there 
do rejoyce, yea, ard will rejoyce. He knew of how great mo- 
ment it was,that the publick Worſhip of God fhould be maain- 
tained, and that its Afſ:mblies ſhould - not be relinquithed, 
though ſome of its Adminiſtrations did not clearly approve 
themſelves unto him, becauſe vpon the account of ſome Int. 
—_ and Pollutions in them, ſuppoſed or real, to with- 

aw Communion, is evidently to ſuppoſe our ſelves poyned 
before our time to the Heavenly Aſſembly z; or to have 
found ſuch a one here on Earth, exempt from all mixtures 
and imperfetions of Worſhippers and Worſhip. He 'aban- 
doned not all nes but _ rg iſe; —_— __ FM 
particular, publickly Eſtablithed, (through a fond prejudice 
or' dintiathy, as —_ be affirmed ” too many) bur hath been 
heard much to. commend that Form of Thankſgiving, both 
E:cellent and Antient, 9:2, the Te Deam, and particularly 
that Sentence in it, The noble Army of Martyrs praiſe thee , 
which he was wont to mention with a certain Exaitatton, . So 
moderate and calm he was in his Judgment, that when the 
two new Forms in the Lrtzrgy, v2, onthe horrid Decollati- 
on of King Charles the Firſt, and on the return of King Charles 
the Second, were firſt Printed, he was fo tar from Nauſea» 
ting them, becauſe Forms, or becauſe bearing the ſtamp ot 
Authority, that he had ever reſolved to read them, (hangs 
then 
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then only, 25T remember, ed) had not ſome oc- 
currences,; which ] need not name; prevailed with him at pre. 
ſent to forbear. | 


He Lojalty. 


It that he had a due ſenſe of the grand importance 
of Nh Des of Subjets to the "0 oma Magitrate, 
by ſome excellent Sermons which he Preached on that of the 
Apoſtle,” Ree. 12. ver. x. alittle before his Ele&ion ; where, 
and when his Judgment was fo {lriR4, as unjuſtly to offend 
fome, whoſe weakneſs and ignorance, by reafon of a long 
Profcription of the Regal Power, had made over-ſcrupulous, 
or errancous, His Loyalty alſo to his Prince, he diſcovered 
ia obſerring th tyunftion of the Wiſe Man, viz. Nor to 
Gerſe the King, me mat it his bed-Chamber,or Retiring-Rooms : 
for dokark fon beta feen with indignation to turn from, 
and huſh into filence, all Reports or Swmiſcs, true or falſe, 
which direQly or indireftly, did tend to detract fiom, and de- 
fame Dignities, accounting them no cauſe of wi thdrawing | 

,or Iefſ:ning our juſt Honour and Obedience ; but rather of 
giving our ſelves the more to Prayer and Humiliation. 


Fifthly, FH; reſpec+ to Second-T able Duties, 


- He was not onely a may. aſviring to the Heights, but alſo 
i the due breadth and extent of Religion, being 
vifed, how mich the Vitals and Honour of Religion 

in the World are confervell *by, and concerned in a vcr uh 
nable wear. 4 of Second-Table Duties. That he .had a 
<ep ſcaſe of the great advantage or diſadvantage accruing to 
Religion, by the tri or remiſs performance 'of the Dutics 
of the Second-Table, and particularly thoſe of rhe Fifth 
Commandment ; all bear bim witneſs in, that he upon ſeve- 
ral Texts for a long tim? together, moſt faitbfully inſtructed 
his People in Relative-Duties, (than wkich, none- indeed. are 
more momentous, and leſs obſerved) and moſt ſharply re- 
oved the Guilty for thoi: failures therein ; on all which Re- 
ations, their Duties, and Defeats, he- particularly, and with 
m:<> Zeal infiited. Witneſs alfo his great grief and indig- 
"Ip / nations, 


#arions; which he frequently conceiyed, and -with great ve-.. 
hemency exprefſed. in lamenting over, and reproving. fome | 
Profeſſors of Religion, for their wretched neglect and: breach . 
of ſomie Second-Table  Precepts ; the fcandal and diſho- 
nour of which to Religion, and the Reiigious, how he reſent= 
ed; none but God and bis own Soul did throughly know: 
He: vehemently dereſted that impious and helJith deſign of 
putting aſunder ( in this matter ) what God hath Jjoyned to- 
pn viz, Thoſe Commands reſpeting God, and our 
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jghbour ; both which he hath equally appointed to us, as 
Rules of Dire&tion and Judgement. He was neither Zegalzſ# 
nor Solzfrdan ; neither Kirwalift nor Enthuſraſt, not lo much 
above in the Mount with God, as not. alfo to come down to 
his Neighbour, whom he did accoft as Moſes, with both Ta- 
bles int his Hand, on: which his Life and Dofrine did con- 
ſantly and excellently comment. 
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Sixthly, Hs Labours in the Miniſtry, 


i Ww._ 


As Refpeats ; His great Induftry and happy Labours in the 
Miniſtry, together with his great Prudence and Compaſſion, 
in applying himſelf to the Souls of 'his Flock, according to 
their: moſt prefling needs ; none who knew the former, but 
muſt alfo confeſs, and admireat the latter. 


kh 4 
Jv 


I. His Prudence in them. 


His Prudence ; Then in a ioning, as well as defienins? 
the moſt ſairalle and f-aſoanble inflrations to his People: 
Fas moſt apparent, in that he was ftill (after he had finiſh-: 
dia foregoing Text or Diſcourſe) even at a loſs, as he 
ath 'often exprefſ:d himſelf to fome of his Friends, what 
Subject nyoſt adyantagious and ſeafonable to his Auditory. 
he ſhould next infiſt on ; fo far he was from aiming or 
ſhooting at Rovers in his Divine: Inftrutions and Exhorta- 
ions; And fo loth he was to labour in vain, and to paſs 
from one Diſcourſe to another, as one nnconcerned whether 
ie. had ſown any good Seeds or no on the Hearts of his 
Hearers ; 'that. in the clofe of his Applicatory part on any 
Text, ( which fometimes he bandl2a for a conſiderable 
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while) he ever expreſſed his great unwillingneſs to leave 
that Subje&, till he could- have ſortie aſſurance, that he had 
not fought in that Spiritual Warfare againſt Sin, as one who- 
beateth the Air 5 when alſo: he expreſſed his great fear, leſt 
he ſhould, after all his moſt iniportunate Warnings, leave 
them as he found them. ' And here with how much Holy-Ta-. 
king Rhetorcck.,. did he frequently expoſtulate the Caſe with 
Impenitent Sinners, in words too many to mention, and yet 
too weighty to be forgotten ; vehemently urging them to come 
to ſome good reſolve before he and they parted, and to make 
their choice either of Life or Death. | 


2. Hygs Compaſſion on Souls. 


His .Compaſſion alſo towards all committed to his charge 
was moſt manifeſt, eſpecially. towards the Ignorant ; thoſe 
that were out of the way, and thoſe that did move heavily on 
In the way. BR ON | 


I. Or the Ignorant, mm mſtrutting and catechizgng them. 


. . Tothe Jgnorant, And here _—_— that w:thowt knowledge 
#be Heart zs not,” and cannot be good; and conſidering allo 
how too ſucceſsfully rhe evil one, by ſowing-evil Seeds betimes 
In the hearts of Youth, doth ever after foreſtal and defeat 
- the moſt laborious endeavours for their recovery and fal- 
vation: Thus knowing and conſidering, he was in nothin 
more induſtrious, and in nothing more happy and ſuccefifl 
in exerting his induſtry, than in an early ſowing thoſe Blef. 
ſed Seeds of Divine Knowledge in the Hearts» of all the 
Youth - that h2 could reach in perſon or otherwiſe ; by 
which they | were ' exceedingly formed to receive all good 
Impreſſions. During the time of his publick Miniſtry on 
every Lords-day in the Afternoon he conſtantly catechiſed, 
before a great I__—_ the Youth of each Sex by turns, 
amongſt whom were ſeveral both young Men and Women, | 
fometimes five or {ix of the chief Scholars of the Free-iſz 
School, ſometimes five or fix of the Apprentices of the Town, iſ e 
ſome of whom, though of mans eſtate, who accounted it not 
2 diſgrace to lean ( accerding to the guiſe of this = [ 
| WS | = 7, = 
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World ) but t6 be ignorant, Sometimes, of the other Sex; 
five or fix young Gentlewomen, who were under his Wifes 
Tuition, (and ſo his Domeſtick over-fight) kept their turns, 
of whom the had not a. few, and thoſe the Daughters of 
Gzatlemen of good rank far and near, whoſe laudable emu. 
on; and love to their Father (as they ſtyled him) and to 
l6 Work, was the cauſe why they were not ſo over-baſhful 
asw decline. ſo advantagious a courſe ; by which, together 
th domeſtick Inſtruftions and Example, even all received 
tinQure of Piety and Religion, and many a through Inq. 
reflion : Beſides theſe ſeveral Virgins alſo, and among theſe 
he Daughters of ſome of the chief Magiſtrates in the Town 
did keep their turns, In this his courſe he drew out on the 
hort:-Anſwers in the .4/emzblies Carechiſaz, an excellent Dil-. 
ourſe on all the Points of the Chriſtian Theology, which he 
landled ſucceſsfully, reducing his.Diſcourſe to ſeveral Heads, 
yhich he alſo proved by pertinent Places of Scripture ; which 
lone, he gave both the. Heads and Proofs written at length, 
na Week day, to thoſe whom he deſigned to Catechize on 
be enſuing Lords-day, which, beſides the ſhort Anſwers in 
he Catechiſm, and the annexed Proofs they committed to 
nemory,. and rendred on the After-noon of the day afore- 
zid. Throughout all which courſe he approved himſelf to 
ea moſt ſubſtantial Divine. | LS og 
Neither did his.Catechiſtical Labours reſt here, but alſo 
n Tharſdayes in the Afternoon ( as I remember ) he Cate. 
hiſed .in the Church, Street by Street, whole Families, 
xcepting the Married or more Aged, in order': Which Ex- 
cite ( [ ran, he defigned as preparatory to his Lord's. 
ayes Work: Beſides this, on Satwrdayes in the Morning, he 
echiſed the Free-School of that place, inſtructing hr 
the Points of Chriſtian Do&rine, and excellently explain- 
g the Anſwers in the Aſſemblies Catechiſmr, diſcovering a 
ine'of Knowledge in them, and in himſelf; How excellent 
{M45 his defign,. and great his Labour, beſides all this, in go- + 
from Houſe to Houſe, and inſtructing both Old & Young, 
elſewhere abundantly declared. Neither was this his 
abour tn vain, but became even as ſucceſsful as laborious 
there are few but have gratefully acknowledged that by 
$ means they were either _— into the Knowledge, & -_ 
__— uced 


z 
I 


| | (x16J- 
- duced to. the belief, choice and'praftice of that which was and 
isof Soveraign advantage tv them to this day, And how hap. 

py and likely a courſe he took herein ro adyance” Religion in 
| Nation, on the hearts and lives of men ; and how far leſs 
ſucceſsful and probable all other means are,aiming at this end, 
without this initial Work, it is left to all pious and conſidering 
men to judge. 


2. Oz thoſe that Err, by reproving and reducing them, 


- He had not onely compaſſion over the 7g-207 ant, but alſo 
over thoſe who were ot of the way; witneſs his faithful 
and effe&ual diſcharge of that great duty of giving 
ſeafonable reproofs, of which his great faithfulneſs there 
is abundant mention elſe-where, And by ſo much the more 
did his excellent diſcharge hereof ſpeak | forth his high 
praiſe, by how much the more difficult he ever apprehend. 
ed it atight to apply it. He hath been heard often to fay, 
That it was far more difficult to him to give, than to take 4 
Reproof, conſidering how great Wiſdom, Conrage, Compaſ. 
fron, Self-denyal, Sic. 35 required mm order to its right «|. 
charge. And though he was fo rarely Paſſive, and often Aire 
in this Work, yer the frequency of his giving a Reproof, ne. 
ver made it ſo eaſie as tobe leſs difficut than to receive it 
Fut ever.his Work was to him, not only an At of the great. 
eſt Self-denyal, bur alſo the reſult of a ſtrong conflict within, 
*twixt his Indignation at the Sin, and Compaſſion on th 
Sinner. And yet the conſideration of the difficulty was no 
to him an Argument to forbear, but, rather a ſtronger Motiir 
to undertake it ; who ever delighted to converſe in, and con 
quer the difficulties of Chriſtianity, both in doing and ſuffer 
ing. . Small difficulties here were not his match, and ther 
yere no noble Atchievements in Religion, to which he at 
Zained not, or vigorouſly aſpired. 


Hyws truly Heroich Spirit, | 


As it is ſaid of Themrſfocles, that famous Athenian Ci 
tain, 'that "the Aﬀts of Mzlz:ades broke his ſleep ; ſo 
zruly may it be ſaid of this Blefſed Saint, That the Ads 2 4 
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n4 {ſonuments of the ,Famous Worthies, mentioned in the He- 
x reps, and of thoſe of the ſame Atchievements with them, in 
i Ages of the World, even broke his fleep, by impregnaring 
6 Wis Soul with high deſigns of aſpiring after their perfections. 
Of therefore he hath been heard to excite Chriftians fo long 
. * to move in the Sphoar of difficulties, till the ſweet ſeverities 

of Chriſtianity (as he often called them) were fubdued, and 
yen made familiar ; encouraging them with this confideratt- 
n, That then they would highly approve. their Divine Love 
and Sincerity, and conceive a pleaſure in thofe difficult Ads, 
which would equal, yea, exceed the pleafure of their natural 
tions. | we 


4 3. On the Dawbting, by Reſolving and Releaſing them: 


Neither had he onelv compaſſon- on thoſe that were out of 
the way, but alſo 9 zhoſe who moved heavily on m the way. 
How he hath often raiſed and re&tifyed deſporaling Chriſtrans, 
thoſe who are too prone to account doubting, which 15 their 
ya Sin, to be their Duty and Vertue. Ar once he hath often. un- 
Fl loofencd them from the ſtraitneſs of their needlefs fears and 
MW diſquiets, and undeceived them by diſcovering the latent un- 
belief that did lie lurking in ſuch deſpondings, aſſuring them 
n thefe words, Thar under 4 fly pretence of Humility, 'hty 
PR - S. 1!) f > 
61d call in queſtion God's exacity. 


n j> Seventhly, His ſingular Prety. 


dl» fs reſpects hes ſingular Piety, all who knew him can fay 
nM much, and yet all bur little, conſidering how much more hath 
FM eſcaped the moſt tenacious memory, obſervant eye, and atten. 
herd tive ear. Yet he muſt be wretchedly inobſervant, who amidit fo 
. x: many and great inſtances of it, can make no reflections. 
.; How much he conceived it as his own, and others greateit 
Interejit, Ornament, and Felicity herein to excel, will be ma- 
nifeſt by his e-hortarion which he gave to a young: Scholar 
ready to depart to the Univerſity, in wards to this purpoſe : 
Coll Zhprow, ſaith he, rhat you will labour to excel in Leariag, 
> i 97 be ſrre to excel as in that, {o alſa and efpecialiy in Holt 
. off Beſs» which will render Jous ene of the mufoly zl and amiable 
+. ' Þ Creatures 
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Creatures im the World. Learning will render you pevchance 
ceptable to menyput piety both to God and Mentby that you wil 
feune only on Eaxth to the Clods thereof, and perhaps in ſome . 
ſeure corner of i ; but this 1r,an Orient Pearl, which will ſhin 
#72 you on Earth and j Heaven, both to God, Angels, ani 
Men. How much he' dwelt on this Exftortation, 'and thek 
Apprehenfions, will be evident by a Pious Letter which he 
ſent to the Perſon forenamed, ſome years after, wherein hi. 
words'are theſe : © Oſtudy God, and ftudy your ſelf cloſhy 
<« 2nd purſue Holineſs more than Learning, though' both theſs 
© together make a happy Conſtellation, and are' like C2fi 
& and Pollax ; which when'they appear together, do ever pre 
&« ſage good to the Mariners. And that it might appear tha 
be aa not onely commend Holineſs in the geen, but alſo in 
the particular and chief Inſtances'of a Holy Life : He exce| 
Jently preceeds in' the ſame Letter, ſaying, © I much com. 

© mend unto Jou 'thoſe four beautifying Lefſons, ſo. ſhort] 
£* comprehended in this Diſtich, OY” | 
Spernere mundum, ſpernere nullum, | mg feſe, 

cant. © 


_—_ 


" Spernere ſe ſperms, quatuor ifta 


His Contempt of the World. 


Happy ts the man that can but learn this. When once a may 
2 arrived hereto, he zs above the Worlds reach, and hath at- 
raincd to the true Heroich mind; ſo as that no exterual comma. 
trons will be able to diſturb his Tranquility ; neither will the 
- Comforts or_Croſſes here below, make any great acceſſion to, or 
diminution from the ſerenity of' bzs Sperit, - And indeed, noi: 
thing was more conſpicuous in this Bleſſed Saint, than that; 
generous' contempt ' of the 'World, thas true loftineſs, and I; 
yet profound humility of 'Spirit (of which:the Leſſons afore- 
mentioned; are but as ſo many inſtances): which he recom- 
merided unto others, ' 'He was much a ſtranger on the Earth, 
like the King y Prophet ; not becauſe with old Barzzllat he 
could'not, but would not taft or comply with its Pleaſures 
and Delights ; but he was chiefly induced by a forced ex- 
Hement from his defired and dele&able Habitation;: to think Þ.: 
OA his ſtate of Baniſhment from his Heavenly Country a n 
Wes » lb . . 4 , M03 TIS EAT - ere 
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jere militant upon Earth, and to ſolace his Thoughts under 


1 Mfogreat a grievance, by ſuch Divine Conſiderations as thoſe 


 Mwhich he mentions in the following words of his forenamed 
Wetter. 7 was ( ſaith he ) the Devine Argument that Epi- 


Wictus ſed for comfort in baniſhpent. Ubrq; habenda [unt © 


ollequia cum Deo. 1 met lately mith 4 paſſage our of one of 
We he Fathers,which I which engraved upon my heart.Cui Patria 
ſolum placet, nimis dilicatus eft ; Cui omais Terra Patria, is 
tis eſt ; Cui onnis Terra exilium is Sanctus eft, That's wore 
by of 4 Saint indeed to account himſelf” alwayes tm the ſtare 
'Baniſhment, whilſt in the ſtate of Mortality, like the Wars 
hes that ſojourned even m theLand of Promiſe,as 17 2 ferauge 
tunirey. Such a ſojourner 1 wiſh both my ſelf” and you, aud 
nay nating of Our preſent State frx our defrres #porn 
hat Kingdom which ſhall never be ſhaken. So far he, 


', He Univerſal and Uniform Obedzence. 


But to proceed ; He declared that his Diety, was Genuine 
and Excellent by its univerſal regard and extent, as to-all 
zOD's Commands, fo to all Man's Converfes and is 

wW 


nents, witneſs his earneſt and frequent Exhortations, where= 
he did daily call upon his People to a conftane unifo! m 
are over their Hearts and Wayes. . Nothing did he more 
{pafionately dehort them from, than from that undoing fraud 
to their Souls, v-2.. Confiriing their Religion to their Clo- 
*ts;- upon the ſuppoſal that in fo doing they bad there pur 
ſufficient ſecurity for their after converfation, and had bid 
air for the Divine favour, as if Religion had _—_ Men 
alto kneel, and not how to work ;-and walk, as it. it were 
aitary' or deformed, loving onely to move in the private 
Path; and narrow circle of our Morning or Evening Devoti- 
ns/-and fo ever before and after to appear leaft in fight, or 
$it it were a fury,and ſo to be limited,and not to be entruſted 
ith the uuiverſal condu& of our Lives and Aﬀttons, Fer 
nany there are who think fit rather to make RO their 
affal, than- undivided Companion ; to.command it, rather 
han'it ſhould command them, and therefare they make i 19 
ep its Times and Places, its Poſtures and due DR 
5 62 TD I 4 and 
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and think nat good that it retain to their Company, or appex 
in their Words or Attiens, unleſs when'it-may ſerve the Uſe 
bfi a cloak and cover of Hypocrifie and Iniquity. I 


His care of his Thoughts and Ends, eſpecially 
| Morning and Evening. ; 


. But enough of this 'digreffion. Theſe his fore-mentionel 
- momentous Exhortations, attended with moſt excellent Mc 
tives,deſigned chiefly to dire&t them how well to begin, ani 
end the day in-the:fear, and as in the preſence of G O D, b 
hallowing their Thoughts, and .( as his Words were ) {: 
ting their ends arighr in the morning, (then making their te 
folves, and piouſly forecaſting the Work of the day following 
and by an impartial furvey and examination in the evening 5 
their ' Compliance or Non-compliance with their foregoin 
Preſcriptionsunto themſelves ; whether they obtained thei 
' deſigns and ends, and how they acquitted themſelves in tix 


Lo 


Bay tpregoing.” 
me His delight in Self-examination. 


:- Thus by pointing at the two extreams in cach day, he hap 
pilyſecured the middle. He tacitely convinced them by hi 
own-example and great.growth .in Piety hereby, and exprelj 
by many other eminent inſtances, how advantagioug a cowl 
-he had recommended to:them, © To this end he much applauc 
ed thoſe two noleſs excellent than common Books, the 7, 
Qtice of Prety, and Scudders daily Walk, By this courſe | 
had taught himſelf. and others, as by conſtant, though ſmall. 
gains, to arrive to great acqueſts in Chriſtianity, by . conſtanif 
-and ſhort accounts, the more accurately to know the ſtate « 
their Souls, and the:more eaſily to: diſcern their Progreſs « 
Declinings ;1o,as the more to rejoyce in and promote the on: 
and the {Fes to-put limits to and redreſs the other. AI 
he much inculcated 'on each Chriſtian, that important duty 
fore-appointing and fixing his ends, not onely in the gener! 
but as much'as* might be' particularly and explicitely beta 
eaclattion of the day,but cſpecially each ſolemn, Ation,revo 
wving and conceiving ſuch a Thought and Reſolve as this int 


Mind, 
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His frequent and generous Dgſigns? 


_ This, or this will T do for G OD, &'%c. By which heedful 
courſe, he aſſured the Obſerver, that he would hallow all his - 
Actions, and reap this treble advantage (to ſay no more) 
both of eſpouſing the Divine Direction and Blefling, and of 
obtaining a ſurer Teſtimony of his fincerity , and alfo a 
ſtronger motive to Diligence, and an awful circumſpe&. 
neſs 1n the right diſcharge of what he undertook. In com- 
lyance with this his excellent Exhortation unto others, he 
=o not a day wherein he aroſe without ſome Heavenly 
defign of promoting G O D's Glory, and the good of Souls, 
accounting it a ſhame that the Covetous ſhould ariſe with 
ſuch anxious proje&s of compaſling his defired Wealth, the 
Ambitious his atery Honours and Grandeur, the Voluptuous 
his vain Pleaſures ; and that the Religious, who have fo glo- 
_ rious a Prize and Trophies before their eyes, ſhould be Men 
of no Proje&s or Deſigns. If of any, it may be affirmed of 
him, that according to his frequent and vehement Exhor- 
tation -thereunto, he made ts his buſineſs. Which 
' worthy advice in the ſame words, he did ſo often inculcate, 
that a Gentleman meeting a plain honeſt Countrey Man, and 
diſcourſing of Mr. .4lezz, cavil'd at this paſſage which he had 
often heard from him, as appearing unto him abſur'd and un- 
intelligible, not knowing how any thing ( as he ſaid ) could 
fed a Man's buſineſs, unleſs, that which is ſecular ; fo 
fooliſhly ignorant of the juſt Intereſt and Power of Religion, 
is an unhallowed heart, and fo apt to quarrel with that 
wholeſome advice, and loth to be in earneſt in any thing, 
- unleſs in the purſuit of Vanity or Vice, 


His Delight in Meditation. 


Neither did onely the frequent and faithful performance 
of the two great difficulties of Chriſtianity, v/2, Reproot, 
and Self-Examination, ( conſiſting of ſo many complicated 
Self-denyals ) proclaim and improve his great Piety, but 
alſo his fo great acquaintance with the delightſome Work 
of Heavenly Meditation, A Specser of his profitable ma- 
SL | nagery 
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nagery of - this Work, and his grgat Heights. herein he often 
gave in ſome of his moſt excellent devotional and contem-- 
plative.Diſcourſes, both dropt from his Mouth, and commit. 
ted to Writing, And as was his delight, ſo were his Conver-. 

' ſes with thoſe Authors who did encreafe his contemplative 

Pleaſire ; but particularly he delighted in Mr. Baxters Plat- 
form of Meditation on the Heavenly Felicity, in the clofe of 
his Sa:nts Everlaſting Reſt ; great part whereof he ſo digeſted, 
as often to cite it with great pleaſure, prefacing his Citations 
with theſe words. Moff divinely ſaith that Man of GOD, 
Holy Mr. Baxter, &c, And indeed had nat his zeal for 
GOD's Glory, and the Salvation of Souls, engaged him fo 
much to an Active Life, he could have even lived and dyed 
"wholly in Divine Contemplation and Adoration ; fo much 
did he delight to ſhrink within himſelf, and to abandon the 
view of the deſperate Adventures, and Antick Motions of a 
mad World, that ſo being ſhut to theſe, he might onely open 
his Soul to G OD and Glory, diſplaying it to the glorious 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, - Therefore did he often 
delight in his devotions to converſe with the Fowls of the Air, 
and the Beaſts of the Field, fince theſe were more innocent, 
and leſs degenerate than Man. 

With Streams and Plants did he delight to walk, nd all 
theſe did utter to his attentive Ear the Praiſe'and Knowledge 
of his Creator, and in his unſetled ſojournings from place 
to place he did oftem ( to uſe his m_— look back with 

 Tweetneſs and great content on the places of his former plea- 

ſant retirements, ſetting as it were a Mark upon thoſe which 
had marvellouſly pleaſed him in his Solitudes, by adminiftring 
to his contemplative delight, | 


. He delight in Praiſmngy Sc. 


In the Cloſe, His great perfe&tion in holineſs was mani- 
feſt, in that he loved {6 much, and lived a life of Praiſe, 
and Thanksgiving, Being arrived to ſome perfeQtion, he de- 
fired and defigned to antedate the Work an4 Songs of Spi- 
ris made perfeft, Thus Dayid much proclaimed his per. 
fection in Piety, by his fo great heights in this Heavenly 
Employment.. ' And its Evident that Saints moſt devoted 

| ; Tens to 
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to this Heavenly repaſt, are moit perfe& ; becauſe the more 
Men adore and praiſe, the leſs they want, (for fad and con- 
ſtant Complaints, and penſive Thoughts, are the Attendants 
of great wants) and the leſs men want, the more is their 
wy Rion, His Exhortations to Chriſtians did frequently 

efign to raiſe them to that ſublime life of Praiſe and Thanks. 
giving. Often hath he reproved Chriſtians, charging them 
with the greateſt folly and ingratitude in ſo much negle&. 
ing this ſo pleaſing and profitable duty, and in intereſſing it 
fo" little in their Religious Exerciſes, He much condemned 
them for that too general practice in thruſting ſo enlarging 

a part of their Devotions into ſo narrow a Room, as only 
the cloſe of their Prayers. Eſpecially did he excite Chriſtians 
to this Duty on the Lord's Day, as the moſt proper Work 
for ſo Divine a Feſtival. Shaming them with the excellent 
Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, who welcomed in the 
Sun that brought ſo glorious a Day as the Chriſtian Sabbath 
with their Heavenly Hymnes to their Creator and Redeemer, 
And reproving them for ſo little conſidering and obſerving 
the proper end of its Inſtitution. But as he xeſpeds his own 

_ a great, yea, and ſometimes the greateit part of his 
Prayer was Thanks-giving, and indeed he was never ſo much 
in his Element either in Prayer, or in Preaching, as when he 
was extolling and adoring the Love of Chr:ft, and marvel- 

ling at GOD's infinite goodneſs in the Gift of his Son our 

Saviour, 

Neither did he fo gaze upon and adore Chriſt his Redeemer 

" and his Redemption, as to forget to ſound forth Praiſes of 
GOD, the Creator, for often ' he hath becn heard with ad- 
miration and praiſe, to take notice of the Divine Power and 

Wiſdom in the Works of Creation, and therefore in the open 

Air, in the private retirement of fome Field or Wood, he de- 

- lighted to addreſs himſelf to God in praiſe, that his eyes 
might affe& his heart, and awake his glory. And here often 

he hath been heard to ſay : That Man was the Tongue of the 

whole Creation, appornted as the Creatures [nterpreter,to ſpeak, 

- forth, and make articulate the Praiſes which they but ſclent- 
lently mtimate. 

He much delighted in Vocal Muſick, and eſpecially in 
finging P/alms and Hymns, particularly Mr. Bartons, _ 
| | | neſs 
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nefs his conſtant praftice after Dinner elſe-where related. 
In hin it may be faid, in as high a degree as of moſt 'Saints 
on Earth, That each cy was to him a Prayer, each 
Prayer a Song, each Day a Sabbath, each Meal a Sacrament, 
2 Fore-taite of that Eternal Repait, to which be hath now 
Arrived. $9 apts 

(2:5 His Time-redeemimg Thrift. 


 Teconclude ;. That he might effe& all the excellent pur- 
= of a Holy Lite, he ſet a high value on his moſt prectous 
_ Firae, and did with fo Wiſe and Holy Fore-caſt each day 
redeem and fill it up, that he did not onely not do nothing, 
but alfo not little, though in a little and ſhort time. All 
Companies did hear him proclaim the Price of Time, and 
how excellently and advantagiouſly he did it in publick be- 
Fore bis Ejedtion, in ſeveral moſt uſeful Sermons on Epheſ. 
4-26. many that heard bim, do to this day.to their great com- 
fort and profit,remember. And the more remarkable was this 
tis Holy Thrift, becauſe prophetical of his ſhort aboad here 
on Earth. 

His diligence and holinefs in this his Sphere of Aftion,was 
a: prefage of his ſpeedy Tranſlation,- as with Eoch, to the 
Sphere of Viſion and Fruition, for a reward of his fingular 
Piety ; it being not probable that he who made fo great a haſte 
ta.difpatch bis Heavenly Work, ſhould be long without his 
defired Recompence. 


— 


C H A P. X. 


A few Additions to the former Charafter, by his Re- 
verend and Intimate Friend Mr. Re Fc 


HE was a Perfen, with whom for many years I was well 
| acquainted, and the more I knew him, the more I loved 
and admired the rich and exceeding Grace of GOD in him : 
& laoked on him as one of the molt elevated, refined, choice 
Saints,that eyer I knew,or expect (while I live) to know ; and 
: that 


Y 
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that becauſe (among others) I obſerved theſe things of him," \ 
- 1. A moſt fincere, pure, and abſolute conſecratian of him. 
ſelf to GOD in CHRIST FESUS : his Soul had firſt praftifed 
the Covenant-Dedication, which his hand afterward preſort= 
bed, as a Patern to others in his Father-in-Laws Book. 

There ſeemed no finifter end, or falſe aftefion, to move er 
ſway him in his way z But the good pleaſure of the LOKXD,the 
edification of his Church, na the Salvation of Souls, were 
the only marks his eye ſeemed (at all) to regard, in his De= 
figns and As : I know no other mans heart ; but thus he a 
peared to my moſt attentive obſeryation ; and ſo I fully believe 


'concerning him, as much as of any Perſon I ever ſaw. 


2, In this his dedication to God, he was carried with the 
higheſt and pureſt flame of Divine Love that ever I obſerved 
in any : And that Love ariſing from a clear viſion of the 
Beauty of Divine Perfe&ions, eſpecially his Goſpel Love z 
the fight of which Beauty and Excellency ſeemed perpeta= 
ally to poſſeſs and raviſh his Sout : This Love ſeemed 
wholly unmixed from all that carnal heat that would car- 
ry him into Fantaſtick or Indecent Expreſſions 3 _ but hits 
mind ſcemed to be alwayes aſcending with its might in the 

reateſt calmneſs and ſatisfation. Thus have I-ott obſerved 
Pim in frequent and filent elevation of Heart, manifeſted by 
the moſt genuine and private lifting up of his eyes, and joyned 
with the {weeteſt ſmile of his Countenance, when (I am con= 
fident) he little thought of being ſeen by any : Thus have L 
oft heard him flow in Prayer and Diſcourſe, with the clexeſt 
conviction, . and deareſt taſte of diyine Excellency and Good- 
neſs ; and the fulleſt, higheſt, and moſt pleaſed expreſſton of 
His being overcome by it, and giving up his ALL in eſteemto 
it ; but this Love, in the greateſt demonſtration, appeared by 
his perpetual gre:dy and unfatiable ſpending of his whole ſelf 
for the Glory of God, gond of the Church, and. Salvation of 
Souls, His Head was ever contriving, his Tongue proſing, 
and his whole Man ating ſome deſign for theſe ; ſo he :tvedy 
and ſo hedyed : He laboured and ſuffered himſelf into the 
Maladies which ended him : And when he was art 847%, !ike a 


-perfe&t Skeleton, and could moye neither Hand nor Foot, 


when his Phyſitians had forbidd-:n him all Preaching, and dv- 
ſwaded him from Vocal Praying, (as being aboye his Rreagra\) 


YEL 
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yec then would he almoſt daily be carried in his Bath-Chary to 
the Alms-Houſes, and. little Childrens Schools, and there 
give them Catechiſms, teach them the meaning of them, and 
call them to an account, how they remembred and underſtood, 
And he died deſigning a way how every poorChild in Soxzerſer 
forre might Have, Leam, and be inſtructed in the 4/ſſerblies 
Cetethiſar , yea and at the expreſſion of his affeQion, I cannot 
but mention the frequenteſt Extafies or Raptures of Spirit, 
wherein he lay on his Bed (when his Body.was even depri- 
ved of all power of its own motion, but with -no' great pain) 
in conſideration of Divine Love to him in general, and in 
ror rapes that he felt no great pain : Never heard I God fo 
ved, and thanked, in the higheſt confluences of pleaſing 
providences by others, as he was by him in his affliction, for 
not infli&ing great pain upon him ; though he was otherwayes 
fo fad a SpeQtacle of weakneſs, and looked ſo like death; that 
ſome great Ladies oft hindered his coming into the Bark, the 
gaſllinefs of his look did ſo afright them. | | | 
' 3. His pure and facred Love wrought in him a great Spirit 
of - Charity and Meekneſs to Men of other Judgements and 
Perſwafions ; and great affe&tion towards all fuch in whom he 
found any Spiritual good. His Zeal was all of. a building, 
and no deſtroying nature z he had too much wiſdom to eſteem 
his own thoughts to be the Standard of all other Mens : His 
clear Light and pure Heat, made him of a more diſcerning 
ſubſtantial and divine temper, than to reje& any (in whonr 
Charity could ſee any thing of a new nature) for differing 
from him in the Modes or Forms of D#ſc:plenze or Worſhip, or 
Diſputable Port <. | 
4. Suitably to his high degree of Holineſs and Divine Com- 
munion, he: enjoyed the richeſt aſſurance of Divine Love to 
himſelf in particular, and his ſaving intereſt in Chrift, I be 
lieve few Men were ever Þorn'that attained to ſo clear, ſatisfi-. 
ed and powerful evidence” that his {ins were pardoned, and 
his Perfon accepted in Feſz#s, into eternal Lite, and had more 
glorious fore-taſtes of Heaven. . I remember once, coming in 
when he was kneeling down to Family Prayer, his Heart was 
(in that Duty) carried forth into ſuch expreſſions of love and 
praiſe for the ſ:alings of everlaſting Love and Lite, as I: never 
heard before or ſince ; and ſuch as (I am fully ſatisfied) _ 
C0 
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could expreſs , but who had received the White Stone with the 
new Name in it. | 

+ But this was not accidental to him, or unuſual ; for (what! 
ever Clouds he might poſſibly bave, though I know of none) 
yet I am ſure (for a good time before his death) he lived in 
the very dawning to Glory, both in the full afſurance of it as 
his Portion, and a Spirit of Santity, Love, and Praiſe, like 
unte it, 

And though in the very hour of his dying, his Diſeaſe had 
heat his Head ; and in his Raptures,he had Expreſſions, which 
at another time his Grace and Reaſon would not have uſed ; 
yet, all the Copies, (I have ſeen of thoſe Tr—_ in the 
ſubſtance of them, ſpeak only fuller aſſurance of God's Love 
to him, and his higheſt returns of love to Chriſt again. 

AndI donot at all wonder, that a Perſon ſhining ſo much 
with the Divine Image, and living ſo uninterruptedly in the 
cleareſt and neareſt Divine Communion, ſhould enjoy ſuch 
aſſurance of God's everlaſting Love, and be filled ſo with 
Joy therein, and making ſuch returns of Love and jPraiſe 
thereto, | 
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"uh Wife fo Di/ Poſe” her to hir Acceptance of Taun- 
. l df, 975 | apa Maimenatee. Ah 


By Dew Hier EST EET EN 
Jr cbs rinſe Thope thou haſt recived-r mine by Maxtirs 
$..and dag Anfwer,couchi wing their Reſolution at Taun-: 
ed My thou hrs have been much upon thar Buſineſs. 
x" ſo. (mal] as.the Gr wry ripe i in point of Z 
ire nance are, and methinks T find my heart much, Indlig- 
"9 [wh rell thee the Prificiples upon-juhich I go. 
for @ Foungarjon, "Thar,a. mans, Life cons. 
he Abundance of the things that-he poſleſcth. 
"Rk A \ wiſe Prayer that Agr, pur. up..of 01d. ,that 
phe on ty be Fed with Food convenient for him. And 
+F is that where men have leaſt of the World ; they 
Me. "and 'live'more by Faith and in dependanice: 
= O67; vpon 
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upon *Ged, caſting their care and ' burden vpon him. 


the ſweer breathings ,of Davids ſoul 1. the ſtrong aGtings g 


his Faith and Love, thar we find-come from him , whalfif® 


his condition was low and- mean in the World. How cloſe 
1y doth he cling ? How fully doth he Relic upon God ? Th 
Holy Ghoſt ſeems ro make it a Priviledge ro be brought to 
neceſſity of living by Faith, as, I think , I have forma 
hinted thee, out of Deut. 11; 10. 11. where Canaan Is pit 
fer'd before '«&gypt , in regard of its dependance upon Gy 
for the former and latter Rain ,, which in «Egypt they coul 
live without , and have ſupplies from the River. Andc« 
tainly could we that are unexperienced, bur feel the Thon 
of thoſe. .cares and. troubles that rhece are in gathering a1 
keeping much , and the danger when Riches increaſe 4 
ſetting our hearts upon them, we ſhould prize the happind 
- of a middle condition much before ir. Doubtlcis, Godling 
with contentment; is great gain.  Seeheſt thou great things 
thy ſelf (faith the Propher to Baruch) ſeeb them not, Certain 
a good Conſcience is a continual .Feaſt, and enough for 
happy Life-: no man that Wareth intangleth himſelf wit 
the affairs of this Life, that he may pleaſe him who hath ch 
ſen him to be a Souldier. We ſhould be bur little Incumbre 
with the rhings of chis World, and withal free from a Worl 
of Intanglements, . which in a.great place 'commirred who 
to. our charge , would be upon our Conſciences as no {na 
Burden, | : 
Secondly, IT take this for an undoubrted truth, that a d:: 
of Grace, is better than a Talent of Wealth; and therefc 
ſuch a place where our Conſciences would be free , and » 
had. lirtle to do in the World tro take off our hearts an 
thoughts from the things' of Erernity , *and had the adv: 
rage of abundance of means, an the daily opportunities 
warming our hearts with the bleifed Sociery and Conſercr 
of Heayenly Chriſtians , and'no temprations to carry 
away ,- nor diſcouragements in our walking with God , al 
' the clue performance of our duty is (if we'paſs a. true an 
Spirirual Judgemenr, as the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture would 
without compariſon before akes place, yoid of thoſe Sp 
ritual helps and advantages. Let us think with our fſelvc 
what though our Purſes, our ERtates., may thrive birt 
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1n a place ofa larger maintenance ? yer where are our graces, 
our fouls , like to thrive any way anſwerable ro what they 
afe in this ?. We ſhould have bur litle in the World , and 
me could live hereafter 3 bur alas, what is this if ir be made 
uÞ/to us, as it will ſurely be in Communion with God ard 
bis People ? If we thrive in Faith, and Love, Humility, and 
Jeavenly mindedneſs , as above all places I know we are 
likely ro do there, what matter is it though we do not raiſe 
our {elves inthe World? rhe thing it. may well be accounted 
butmean ; buralas, ler us look 'upon it with a ſpiritual, Eye, 
atid then we ſhall paſs another Judgement of ir. Oh! who 
yould leave ſo much Grace, and ſo much comfort in Com- 

emion wich Chriſt and his Saints,as we may gain there, for 
the probabilicics of living with a lirtle more gentiliry and 
hahdſomneſs in the world ? *Tis a ftrange thing to ſee how 
Chriſtians generally, do judge fo carnally of things, looking to 
the things. thar are ſeen and Temporal, and not the rhings thar 
wil ſtick by us ro Erernity. What is it worth a year? is the 
Maintenance certain and (ure ? What charges are there like 
tobe? rheſe are the queſtions we:commontly aſk firſt , when 
we ſpeak of ſerling. Bur alas, though choſe things are duly to 
be confidered too,yet what good am 1 like to do? whar good 
am T like to get ? (Both which queſtions IT think might be as 
comfortably Anſwered' concerning this, as any place in Eng- 
land; ) Theſe ſhould be the main Interrogarories , and the 
chief things we ſhon!d judge of a'place ro ſettle in by, Whar 
if we have but a lictle in the World? Why then we muſt 

*&*þ bur a ſhort Table, and ſhall make but a little noiſe in the 
World , and muſt give the meaner entertainments ro.our 
Friends. -O bur will not this be abundantly made up, if we 
aye more outward and inward Peace, as we may well count: 
We ſhall have. -One'dram of ſaving Grace wiil weigh down 
a this. Let others Hug themſelves jn their Corn,and Wine, 
and Oy1, in their far Livings,and their large Tables,and their 
gfeat reſort , is-we have more of the-Light of Gods Counte- 
nafice, more grace, more comfort, who would change with 
them? ſurely if P2z{were to chuſe 2 Place, he would nor look 
{o much what *rwas a year , but would Wiſh us ro rake that 
where we might be moſt likely toſave qur*own and others 
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hirdly, Thar rhe beſt and the ſureſt Nay oo have any out 
ward Mercy,is. to be content to want ir. When mens defire; 
are over-cager after the World , they much have thus mug 
a Year,and a Houle well Furniſhed, and Wife,and Children, 
thus and thus Qualified , or elſe rhey will not be contert; 
God doth uſually, if not. conſtantly, break their wills by de. 
Tying them, as one would croſs a frowayd Child of his ſtub. 
. born humour : Or £lſe puts a ſting into rhem,that a man ha 
been, as. good: he had been without, them , as a man would 
give a thing to a froppiſh Child, but ir may be with a knog 
on his Fingers, anda frown to boot. The beſt way to ge: 
Riches, is.our of doubr to ſer them loweſt in ones deſire, 
* Solomen found it ſo : Alas, he didnor ask Riches, bur Wil. 
dom and Ability,ro diſcharge his grear Truſt 3 but God wa 
ſo pleaſed with his Prayer, thar he threw in them into the 
Bargain. If we ſeck the Kingdom of God,and his Righteouſ. 
neſs m the firſt place,and leaye other things to him,God wil 
riot ſtand with us for rheſe outwards , though we never ak 
them. we-ſhall have rhem as over meaſure z God will throw 
them, 1m as the Vantage. And'to rhjs ſuits rhe Exper:ence 
of our. dear Honorathius : And indeed ( faith he,ſpeaking of 
Gog.)..Honorathius finds thar his onely hiding.place and re- 
 foge, and a place of Succour,from the Storms rhar fall upon 
Him., .and hazh had ſuch Helps at dead lift there, thar he is 
© Baged for ever to truſt there, For when he hath becn 
loweſt, and in the greateſt ſtraights, he hath gone and made 
his moan Heaven-ward , with free ſubmiſſion to the rightful 
diſpoſer of all-things, and he hath been (o liberally ſupplied, 
as makes him very confident the beſt way to obtain any Mer- 
cv, or ſupply, is to be content to be without it; And he is 
perſwaded nothing ſers Gods Mercies farther off, than want 


- » 


- © of free ſubmiſſion to-want them. Cerrtainly,God will never 


be behind hand with us.. Let our care be ro. Build his Houſe, 
and let him alone'to build ours. © 
Fourthly, That none ever was, or ever ſhall be, a loſer by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Many have loſt much for him, but never did,ne- 
ver ſhall any loſe by bim. Take this for a certainty, whatſoever 
probabilities of ourward Comforts we leave, whatſoever out- 
ward advantages we balk , that we may glorifie him in our | 
Services, and enjoy him in his Ordinances more than oo 
. 7 NS OT EI ws: oy where 
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wr where we could,, we ſhall receive an hundred fold fn this 
en M0 Life, © "Tis 2 fad thing to ſee how little Chriſt is rruſted or 
"if believed in the World : Men will truſt him no farther than 


I hey can fee him ,"and will leave no work for Faith. Alas, 
"hath he nor a thouſand ways, both ourward and'inward, to 


_ mak TP a'lirrle outward diſadvantage to us ? What doth our 

itt Terve for ? Have any ventured themſelyes upon him in 
wo Kay . bur he made good every, word of the Promiſe ro 
m [Fg ler us therefore exerciſe our Faith,and ſtay our ſelves 
{Woh the Promiſe, and ſee if ever we are aſhamed of our 


b. Fiftbly » Thar, what is wanting in'the means , God will 
+, {Make up in the yelmg. This I rake fora certain rruth,while 
1. 4Bap commirs himſelf and his affairs ro God, andis in a way 
il {8k God put him irito: Now if 'a ian have bur a little In- 
i one if he have a great Bleſſing \ 'rliat's enough ro make ir 
\ UP. Alas; we mit nor account Mercies by the Bulk. What 
ce another have a Phurid ro my Ounce, if mine be Gold for his 
of MolIver, I will nievet change with him: + As*ris nor Bread thar 
c. W*&ps,men alive, but the Word of 'Bleſfing that proceedeth 
bo ur of his Mouth of God ; ſo "ris: nor the largeneſs of the 
- Wicans , but the bleſfing ofthe Lord rhat makerh rich, Oh! 
n (if, men did bur believe this, they would not graſp ſo much of 
7 World as they do. Well, ler ochers take their courſe, 
1! | we will take ours,ro wait upon'God 2} Faith and Prayer, 
1 reſt in his-Promiſe3z_and I am confident thar is the way 
.- Ef9 beprovided for :* Ler others toy?to enlarge their Income, 
i MM alas, they will find they go nor the right:way ro work ) 
: WII bfeſs God to enlarge our bleſſing;and I doubt nor bur 


- 6. ſhall prove the, Gainers, 
| 8. $zthly, That every Condition'hath irs Snares , Croſſes, 
? and. troubles , and, therefore we'tmay not expe tobe with- 
Wout rhem where ever we be,onely that condition is moſt eli- 
gl that hath feweſt and leaſt. 'T cannor Objed any thing 
$418 the Propofat of Taunton, but rhe meaneſs of the Main- 
tenance z bur .f our. Income be bur ſhorr, we can T hope be 
aterit.co liye atiſwerably , we muſtfare the meaner , char 
WIbe all the inconvenience thacl know, and rruiy I hope 
Ne.are nur of the nature of that Ammal , rhar hath His 
Keart'in his Belly, 1 know how Danze! thrived by lus Water 
(a4) and 


(8)! 
and Pulſe ,. and think a mean Diet is as wholſome to the bo- 
dy, :.yea,/and far leſs kurcful than a full arid;liberal 'is 3 and 
Perireade my ſelf ir would be no ſuch hard matter for us con- 
rentedly ro deny our. Fleſh in this reſpe&. . Bur ler us con- 

fider:-how little. and, utterly inconfiderable . this Inconveni. 
ence.is, in compariſon of thoſe we muſt, reckon upon mect. 
ing with,. if God caſt us into anorher place, and-whether this 
be nat.a grear deal leſs than the trouble-we ſhall have for 
want of.comfortable and Chriſtian Society.,” for war of the 
frequent and quickening means we . ſhall -here have, in 
wrangling and contending with the Covetous , or elſe loſing 
our,dues; in the Railings:ane (caudalous, and*malicious Re- 
ports, that are we (ce raiſed upor, the, beſt by the wicked in 
moſt. places ,. in their. contentions about their right ro the 

Sacraments, in our Inranglement inthe cares and troubles 
this life, &*c. all which.we ſhould be here"exempred from. 
Upon theſe andthe like coufiderations, T'find my hearr very 
much: inclined to accept of their offer at, Taunton. I beſeech 
thee ro weigh, and ;throughly conſider the matter, and tci 
me impartially thy thoughrs, and which way thy Spirit in- 
clines, for I have always reſolved the place I ſetrled in ſhould 
be thy choice, and to thy content, The leaſt intimation of 
thy will.ro:the contrary, ſhall overballance all my thoughts 
of.ſerrling there, for-I ſhould account it the greateſt uvhap- 
pineſs if I ſhould thus ſettle, and thou ſhouldſt afrerwards be 
diſcontented ar the ſtraightneſs, of qQur condition. . But I nec 
not-have Wrote this., hadſt not thou fully Ggnified thy mind 
already ro me, I had never,gone (© far as I have,. Well,the 


/ 


Lord whoſe we are ,. and whom we ſerve, do.with us as it 


ſhall ſeem -good unto him, We are always as mindful as i; 
poſſible of thee, here, + both together. and apart, Captain 
Luke deſired me to intreat thee to meet him one two Hours 
in a Day., .for the Commemoration of Mefcies upon the 
rwenty third Day of every Month. Send word ;to me 
rheir Reſolurion, at Tapnton,,/in, rwo-Letrers , leaſt poſſibly 
one ſhould. miſcarry.,,, though never a one did yet: I datc 
not think .of ſerrling under. ſixry Pound at Taunton , and 
ſurely ir cannot be :leſs. Lhave Written as well as I could 
an a ſuddeu my Mind to thee, I have bceri ſo large in 
v2 1 RAE Shin cents i: 1 delivering 
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delivering my Judgement , that T muſt thruft up my Af- 
fe&ions .into a..Corner. Well., though rhey have. but a 
corner.in my Letter, I am ſure rhey have room enough 
in my heart : Bur I muſt conclude; "The Lord keep thee 
my Dear, and cheriſh thee for cver in his Boſom, Fare- 
well mine own- Soul, - Eu) 


1] am as ever 


Thize own Heart, 


JOSEPH ALLEINE: 


Oxon, May 27. 
1659. © 


LETT F RTE =: 
[ Prepare for Suffering, } 


To my dear. beloved the, Flock of Chriff in Taunton; 
Grace and Peace. | 


AY+exrreanh ſtraights of rife will now force me to bind 

/L my long loves in a few ſhort lines 5: yet F could hor 
rell how to leave you unſalured, nor chufe but write to you 
in afew words, thatyou ſhould nor be diſmayed neither at 
our preſent ſufferings,or ar the evil ridings that by this time I 
doubr/not.are come unto you. Now, Brethren, is the time 
when the Lord is like to pur you upon the trial ; now is the 
hour of rempration come. Oh! befaithful ro Chriſt ro the 
death, and he ſhall give you a Crown of life : Faithful is he 
that hath called you, and he will not ſuffer you upon his faith- 

' fulnefs to berempted above what you arc able.Give up your 
ſelves-and your Aro the Lord, with reſolution to foHow him 
fully,and-two things be fure of,and lay up as ſure grounds of 
everlaſting conſolation. sf ER 
I. If you ſeek by prayer and ſtudy ro know the mind of 
God,and do reſolve to follow it in uprightneſs, you ſhall nor 


what his-pleaſure.is, or will certainly forgive ou if you miſs 
your way. Brethren, fix upon your Souls the deep and lively 
affc&igg.apprehenſions of the moſt gracious, loving,merciful, 
feccolabodliounenandey nature of your Heavenly Father, 


neſs and love accept of his poor Children when they endea- 

vour to approve themſelves in fincerity ro him, and would 

fain know his mind anddo it, if they could bur clearly fee it, 
though they ſhould unwillingly miſtake. 

' 2. That as ſureas God is faithful, if he do ſee thar ſuch or 

- ſucha tempration ( with the forethought of which you _ 

: EC 


SH 


fail either ofdire&ion or pardon; Either God will ſhew you _ 


which is ſo great that you may be ſure he will with all readi- © 


(11) 
\. be aprtto diſquiet your ſe]yes,leſt you ſhould fall away when 

- thus or thus tried) will be roo hard for your Graces, he will 

-never ſuffer it ro come uponyou.. Let nor,my dear Brethren, 

; ler nor the preſent tribulations or thoſe impending move 
you. This 1s the way of the Kingdom : perſecution is one of 
your Land-mirks : ſelf-denial and taking up rhe Croſs is your 
ABC of Religion ; you have learnt nothing that have nor 
begun at Chyifſts-Croſs. Brethren,the Croſs. of Chriſt is your 
- Crown ; the reproach of Chriſt is your riches; the ſhame of 
Chriſt is your glory ; the damage attending ſtri& and holy 
diligence, your greateſt advantage : ſenfible you ſhould be of 
what is coming, bur not diſcouraged ; humbled, but not diſ- 
mayed; having your hearts broken,and yet your ſpirits un- 
broken; humble your ſelves-mightily under the mighty hand 
of God 3 but fear not the face of man: may you even be low 
in humility, bur high in courage; lirtle in your own appre- 
henfions of your ſelves,bur great in holy fortirudegrefolution 
and holy magnanimiry,lyingmn the duft before your'God,yer 
triumphing in faith and hope, and boldneſs and confidence 
over all the power of the enemies.” Approve your felver as 
good Sgeuldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, with No Armour, but that of 
- righteouſneſs 3 No weapons, bur ſtrong crying and tears ; look-' 
ing for no- Vigory but thar ot Faith; nor hope to overcome, 
but by patience : now-for the faithand parience of the Saints, 
now for the harneſs of your ſuftering'Graces : O gird up the 
loyns of your mind , andbe fober , and hope to the'end : 
Frght not bur the good fight of Farith: here you maſt contend 
and that earneſtly : Strive nor bur againſt ſin, and here you 
may refiſt eyen unto blood : now ſee that you chuſe life, and 
embrace affligion rather than ſin. Strive together mightily 
and frequently by prayer : I know you do, but T would you 
ſhould abound more and more : Share my loves among you, 
and continue your earneſt prayers for me,and be you affured 
that I am and ſhall be through Grace, a willing rhankful Ser- 
yant of your Souls coneernments, * 


From the-common Gaole 
May 28. 1663. 


Foſeph Altine. 
LE T- 


HY 
5 


(12) 


LETTER 111. 


he *; Warning to. Profeſſors.) 
To mJ moſt dearly beloved, my Chriſtian Friends is 


** Taunton, Salvation. . 


Hoſt loving Brethren : . | T 
j Shall never forget your. old/kindneſles, and the entire af- 
feRions that you have ſhed upon me, not by drops, bur 
by floods; would I never fo fain forger them , yet 1 could 
not;/ they are ſo cqnrinually renowned 3 for. there is never a 
day but hear of them ; nay, mpre than hear of them, I feel 
andrafte them. The'God:that hath promiſed to them that 
give to a Prophet though bur a:cup of cold Water , ſhall re- 
ceive & Prophets reward; he will recompence: your labour 
of love, your fervent prayers; | and conſtant cryes,your care 
for my wellfare,your bounriful:(upplies who have given me, 
not a. ws þ of cold water, bur the Wine of your loves,with the 
fenſe and tidings:whereof } am courinually refreſhed. I muſt, 
Ido, and will bleſs the Lord as long as I live, that he hath 
caſt my lot'in fo fair-a place, to dwell in your communion 3 
and eſpecially: tro go in and.our before you , and to be the 
Meſſenger of rhe Lord: of Hoſt'to you,ro proclaim his Law, 
and to Preach his Excellencies; ro be his Spokeſman to you, 
and to wooefor him,and:to eſpouſe you to one Husband, and 
ro preſent you. as a chaſte Virgin unto-Chrift. .Lord ! how 
unworthy am I; everlaſtingly unworthy of this glorious Dig- 
nity, which-I do verily believe the moſt brighreſt Angels in 


Heaven would be glad'of, if the Lord. ſaw it fit to imploy 


them in this work! Well, Ido nor, I cannot repent, not- 
withſtanding all the difficulties and inconveniences that do 
attend his deſpiſed Servants, and hated ways', and. thar are 
like toattend' them; for. we haye bur ſipped yer of the Cup 3 


bur I hayeſet my hand to his plow; my Miniſtry I rook up 


' thought 
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with you, and my Teſtimony 1 finiſhed with you, though I 
thought I had eſpouſed you till death : and when I was en- 
rred into that'Sacred Office,which through rich Grace,F was 
Imployed in ,, Ltold you in the cloſe of whar I ſpake before 

- the laying of the holy Hands upon me (moſt gladly do TItake 
up this Office with all rhe perſecution, afflition , difficulties 
an tribularion and inconveniencies. that do and may attend 
it) and bleſſed be God,T am through his goodnels of the ſame 
mind ſtill , and my tribulations for. Chriſt , do (to him be 
Glory,for ro me belongs nothing but ſhame and confufion of 
face) confirm my choice and my reſolurion to ſerve him with 
much more than my labours, YVYerily, Brethren,it 1s a good 
choice that I have commended to you : Oh! that there mighe 
not one -be found among you thar hath not made Marzes 
choice, I mean of that good: part which ſhall never be takere 
away from you. Brethren, ler1hem rake up with the world 
that have no. better portion :; be content that they ſhould 
carry the Bell, and bear away the riches and perferments and 
glory, and ſplendor of the World. Alas! you have no reaſon 
ro envy them : verily, they have a lyein their right hand : 
Ah! how ſoon will their hopes fail them : how ſoon will t 
crackling blaſt be out, and leave them in eternal darkneſs ; 
they ſhall goto the generation of their Fathers, they ſhall nE- | 
ver ſcelight, like ſheep they ſhall be laid in their Graves, 
and the uprightſhall have Dominion over them in the morn= 
ing, Butfor my Brethren, T am jeatous that none of you 
ſhould come ſhorr of the Glory of God. I am ambitious for 
you that you ſhould be all rhe heirs of an endleſs life , the li- 
ving hopes of the Saints, the inheritance 1nacorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fades not away. 

Ah my Brerhren ! why ſhould' nor you be all happy? I 
. am jealous for you with a Godly jealoufie, left a promiſe be- 
ing left you of entring into his reft, any of you ſhould come 
ſhorr of ir. 'O look diligently, left any ran fail of the Graee 
of God: Alas !. how it pities me to ſee this Reſt neglected: 
How i grieves we thar any of you ſhould fall ſhort of mer- 
cy at laſt. ! Thar any of that flock over which.the holy Ghoſt 
hath made me in part overſeer, ſhould periſh ; when Chriſt 
hath done fo much for you , and when his under-Officers 
Crhrough his Grace , for we are not ſtifhcient of our _— 

| ave 


\ h .( 14 ) 
have done-fomewha ro recover andſave them: Ah dear Bre- 
thren-!! Iwas'in: greatearneſt with: you when 1'beſonght you 
-qur of the Pulpit, many atime, to give a Bill of Divorce to 
_Fourfiris, and to accepr of rhe match and the mercy that jn 
- the-name of God Almighty Idid there offer to you. Alas! 
how: ic pitied-me rolook over fo grear a Congregation,and to 
think that I could nor , for my life I conld not;,- perſwade 
-them,one quartet of them, in hkelihood ro be faved ? how 
It moyed me to ſee your diligence in flocking, not only to 
the ſtared Exerciſes, bur to the Repetirions'andto moſt ha- 
zardovs opportunities, for which you are greatly ro be com- 
mended, fince the Law forbad my publike Preaching , and 
. yet to-think-rhar many of you that went ſo far, were like to 
- periſh for ever for want of 'going further.- 1'muft praiſe your 
dligent | attendance on Alt opportunities : Bleſſed be God 
that-made'a willing miniftty anda willing people : for Ire- 
member tiow I have gone furniſhed with a Train ! How 1 
went with the mulritude tothe Hbuſe of God, with the voice 
of joy andpraiſes, with the multitude that kept Holy-days. 
The remembrance of which moves my ſoul, bur,O my flock, 
ry moſt dear flock, how fain would I carry you farther then 
the external andoutward profeſſion 4 O.! hdw loath amTto 
leave you there! How troubled to think that any of you 
ſhould go far and hazard muetyfor Religion; and yet miſcarry 
forever by thehand of ſome unmorrified luft! as ſecret pride 
or untamed paſſion, or an unbridled rongue, or which I fear 
moſt of all, a predominare love of the World in your hearts. 
Alas ! muſt ir be ſo, and-is there no remedy hut I rtiaſt car- 
ry you to Heavenis-gate and leave you there ! Oh; thar [ 
ſhould leave the work of your- Sou bur half done; and 
bring you no farrher than the almoſt of Chriſtianity, Hear,O 
my people, hear, although} T may command you, upon your 
urmoſt peril in the Name of the Lord Jeſus that ſhall ſhorcly 
; jndge you, I beſeech you , I warn you as a Father dorh his 
Children,to look ro the ſerling and ſecuring of your everlaſt- 
ing condirion z' and for life rake heed of your reſting in the 
outrer-part of Religion', bur to be reſtleſs rill you find the 
through-change of Regeneration within , tnar you are quite 
new in the frame $ henr of your hearts: for here is the main of 
Religion in the hidden man of the heart : For Chriſts-ſake, 

for 
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for your Soul-ſake look to ir, thar you build upon the Rock, 
that you be. ſure n-the Foundation-work , thati/you do un- 
feignedly deliver over your ſelves-to- the Lordto be under his 
command;and-ar his diſpoſe in all things : fte thar yourmake 
no exceptions,no reſerve, that you caſt: over-board. all your 
worldly hopes, and count upon parting with all for Chriſt : 
thar you take him alone for your whole happineſs. Wonder 
not that I ſo often inculcate this : Ifir bewelthere, it is well 
all ; if unſound here, the error is in the Foundation,and you 
are undone. Brethren,I ſee greattryals coming,when we ſhall 
ſee Profeſſors fall like leaves inthe Autumn , unleſs they be 
well ſetled: therefore is it that I would ſo fan have you look 
to your ſtanging,and to ſecure the main. And for you Whoſe 
Souls are ſoundly wrought upon, O make ſure whatever you 
do: get and keep your evicences clear ! How dreadful would 
- your temptations be, if you ſhould be called to part with all 
for Chriſt , and nor be ſure of him neither : get a rightand 
clear underſtanding. of the terms of life , which I have ſer 
before you in that form of Covenanting with God in Chriſt, 
that I commended to you.I would'that none of you ſhould 
be without a Copy of it : be much in. obſerving your own 
hearts, both in duties and out-crying'mightily to God for aſ- 
ſurance.: If you cannot diſcern your eſtate your ſelves,go ro 
ſome body thar 1s able and fairhtul;and fully open your Caſe, 
your Evidences and doubts, and-be extraordinary ſtri& and 
watchful in your whgle courſe,and I doubr not but you will 
quickly grow up to aſſurance. | | 
I cannot tell how to make an end, methinks I could vrite 
all the day to you, but my ſtraights of rime are great, and my 
Letter already too long , yet I cannot conclude till I have gi- 
ven you my unfeigned thanks for your moſt kind and gra- 
cious Letter. Surely it ſhall be in ſtore with me,and laid up. 
among my Treaſures ; that God 1s pleafed ſo to unire your 
hearrs to me, and ro make uſe of me for your edification, is 
matrer of higheſt: joy unto me 3 as alſo to ſee your ſtedfaft- 
neſs in Chriſt , your unſhaken reſolutions notwithſtanding” 
all the Tempters wiles. Go on,my dearly Beloved,and rhe 
| _ Lord ſtrengthen your hands and your hearts,and lift you up 
! ' above the fears of men. My moft dear Brother Narman {a- 
lures you with manifold Loves ard Reſpe&s, earneſtly wiſh- 


ng 
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57g that: you-may. wear;thei Crown of perſeverance z; as alſo 
7dr. -T#tner., : The'/Lord ſtrengrhen, eſtabliſh, .ſercle you, 
and after you have ſuffered. a' while, 'make'you perfe&:: I 
leave my Brechen in the everlaſting Arms, and-reft; _ 
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Joſeph Alleine; 
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N 1658 (A Call to the Untonyerted.) in 


To the Beloved People the Tahabitants of the Town of 
Taunton, Grace,' Hercy, and Peace from God onr 
Father, and from the Lord FUL as C briff.. 


Moſt endeared and beloved Friends : 
Do moſt readily acknowledge: my ſelf a, Debtor to you. 
all,'and a SEFraat of all, and therefore. I,have ſent theſe 

few Lines:to falute you all. My:Lines did fall in a; fair place 

when the Lord did caſt my Lor among you; for which I de- 
fire tobe thankful. God; hath been pleaſed ro, work.a mutual 
affe&ion berween.meand you.. I remember. the Tears and 

Prayers that. you haye ſenr_me hither with ,- and how I ſaw 

| Your hearts in your eyes, How. can I.forger how you pour- 

cf our your Souls upon me. . And truly you are a People 
much upon my. heart., . whoſe welfare is. the matter , of my 
continyal- prayers, Ccarez, and ftudy. And. oh 1; tharT knew 

how to.do_ you good ;.Ah? how certainly. ſhould never a 

ſog of you miſcarry if I knew how to ſave you. Ah ! how fr pi- 
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ties me to- think fiow that ſo many of you ſhould remain in 
your fins after fo many and fo long endeavours to convert * 
and bring them in. ce more, Oh ! my Beloved, once 
more hear the call of the moſt high God unto yon. The 
Priſon Preaches xo you , the ſame Do&rine that the Pulpit 


\ Yid, Hear, O People , hear 3 he thar hath an ear let him 


hear. The Lord of Life and of Glory offers you all Mercy, 
and Peace, and Bleſſedneſs : Oh, why ſhould you die ! who- 
ſoever will, {et him take of the Waters of Life freely ; what 
miſs of life when ir is to be had for the raking ? God forbid, 
O-my Brethren, my Soul yerns for you , and my bowels ro- 
wards you.. Ah! rharT did bur know what Arguments to 
-uſe with you : who ſhall chuſe my words for me thatT may 
revail with finners nor to reje& their own Mercy : how 


hall I ger within them ? How fhall I reach them ? Oh! thar 


id but know rhe words that would pierce them ? Thar [ 
uld but ger berween rheir fins and chem. Beloved Bre- 


thren, the Lord Jeſus hath mademe , moſt unworthy, his 


Spokeſman , to beſpeak your hearts for him : And oh, thar 
Fhivew but how to wooefor him, that I might prevail ! theſe , 
eighr years have been calling, and yer how great a part do 
remain viſibly in rheir fins,and how few, alas ! how few ſouls 
have I gained to Chriſt by ſannd converſion. Once more 


1 defire with all poſſible earneſtneſs ro apply my ſelf to you, 


[ have thought ir may be a Sermon our ofa Priſon might do 
that which T could not do afrer my long ſtriving with you, 


| but have left undone . come then, O Friends,and let us rea- 
| ſon together, | 


Many among you remain under the power of Ignorance : 


{ Ah! how often have I rold you the dangerous, yea; damna- 
| Hie eſtate rhar ſuch are in. Never make excuſes, nor flatter 
{ your ſelves that you ſhall be ſaved though you go on in this ; 
| I have rold you ofren, andnow tell you again, God imuſt be 
| falſe of his Word, if ever you be ſaved without being broughc 
| our of the ſtate of Ignorance 5 If ever you. enter in at rhe 
| door of Heaven ; It muſt be by the Rey of Knowledge , you 


cannot be ſaved, except you be broyghr to the knowledge of 


| the Truth. A people that remain in groſs ignorance, rhar 
| ire without underſtanding ; the Lord that made mem, will 
| Hot Have mercy on them. O why will you flacrer your ſelves, 


Cb) and 
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and wilfully deceive your own ſelves ? when the God of jþ 


+ Truth hath ſaid you ſhall ſurely die if you go on in this e- 


ſtate : Oh, for the love of God and of your Souls, I beſeech iþ 
you aWake and beſtir your ſelves to ger the ſaving knowledge 


of God ; you that are capable of learning a Tradeto live by, 
are you not capable of learning the way to be laved ; yea, [ 
doubt not bur you are capable if you would bur bear your 
heads about ir , and rake pains to ger it, And is it not pity 
' that you ſhould periſh for ever for want of a little pains, and 
ſtudy , and care to get the knowledge of God : Study the 
Catechiſm, 3f poſſible ger ir by hearr, ifnor, rcad it often, or 
ger it read to you, cry unto-God for knowledge ; improve 
the little you have by living anſwerable. Search the Scri- 
pture daily, ger them read to you if you cannot read them, 


Improve your Sabbaths diligently, and I doubt nor bur in the: 


uſe of theſe means you will ſooner arrive to the knowledge 
of Chriſt than of a Trade. Bur for thee, O hardned finnerx, 
that wilt make thy excuſes that thou haſt not time nor abili- 
tres to get knowledge, and to fir ſtill withour it, I pronounce 
unto thee that thou ſhalt ſurely periſh : And I challenge 
 theetotell me, if thou canſt, how chou wilt anſwer it before 
the moſt High God when. he ſþall fir 'in judgement upon 
rhee , that thou wouldeſt bg conrented to undergo a ſeven 
years Apprentiſhip to {earn how to ger thy living , and that 
rhou mighteſt have got the knowledge of the principles of Re- 


Irgion 1n half the time , but thou wouldeft nor bear thy head 


abour it. | | | 
Many are ſwallowed up in meer profaneneſs : Alas ! that 
there ſhould be any ſuch in a place of ſuch means and mercies! 


bur it cannot be concealed. Many of them proclaim their 
fin like. Sodom, and carry their deadly Leprofie in their fore- 
heads. I am aſhamed to think that in Taunton there ſhould 
be ſo many Alehouſe-haunters and Tiplers , ſo many lewd 


Gameſters,and Riorers and debauched livers ; ſo many black 


mouthed Swearers , who have Oaths and Curſes for their | 


common language, ſo many Raylers at Godlineſs, and Pro- 
fane Scoffers, fo many Lyars and deceitful Dealers , and un- þ 
clean and wanton Wretches, O what a long liſt will theſe Þ 


and ſuch like make up,if pur together : it ſaddens me to men- Þ 


tion ſuch as theſe. O how crimlen is their guilt { how often 


have Þ 
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| faye you been warned,and yer are ſtill unreformed,yea looſe 
and profane. Yet one warning more have I ſent after you 
| from the Lord, to repent. Rerurn, O finners, whar * will 


ou run into everlaſting burnings with your eyes open ? 
. Repenr, O Prunkards , or elſe you ſhall be ſhut our of the 


| Kingdom of Heaven , 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Repenr, O Swearers, 


elſe you ſhall fall into condemnation, Fame?s5.12. Repent,O 
Lyars,pur away lying,and ſpeak every one truth to his neigh- 
bour 3 eKe you ſhall have your part in the Lake that burneth 
with Fire and Primfſtone, R:v.20.8, Repent,O Company-kee- 

rs, forſake the fooliſh and live, byr a Companion of the 


| wicked ſhall be &eſtroyed, Prov. 13. 20. Repent you Decei- 


vers of your unrighreous dealings, or elſe you ſhall have no 
Inherirance in the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, The 
Lord that made us, knows my earneſt defire for your conver- 
fion and Salvation , and. that I ſpeak not this ro you our of 
any evil will toward you, for I would Te at yonr feet to do 
you good, but out of a ſenſe of your deplorable eftare, while 
you remain in your fins. I know there is mercy for you if 
yon do ſoundly repent and reform, and bowfo the Righteoul- 
nels and Government of the Lord Chriſt : bur if you go on, 
and ſay, you ſhall yet have peace, I pronounce unto you, thar 


there is no eſcape, bur the Lord will make his wrath to ſmoak 
| againſt you, he will wound-the head of his enemies, and rhe 
{ hairy ſcalp of ſuch an one as goeth on {till in-his Treſpaſles. 


Others have cſcaped the groſs pollutions of the World, bur 


| ſtick inthe form of Godlinets, and coment themſelves wirh 
| 4 negative Righteouſneſs, that rhey are no Drunkards , ror 
| Swearers, e@-. or at beſt with an outward confortnity to the 
| duties of Religion, or ſome common workings, inſtead of a 
ſaving. OT am jealous for you that you ſhould not loſe the 
| things that you have wrought,and mils your reware for wan: 
| of ſincerity : for rhe Lords fake pur on, and beware of pe- 


fiſhing in the Suburbs of the City of Refuge: beg of God to 
make through-work with-you,and be jealous for your f[clves; 


{. get a right underſtanding of the difference verween a Hypo- 


crizeand a ſincere Chriſtian, and try you eſtates mnch, bur 


| only with thoſe marks, thar you are ſure from the Scriprure 


will abide Gods trial, 


CS 2) But 


_ > <2"3 as 3. 57 - 62 Y * + - + 
_ Oe Aon ne oO TOS 57" I . > Tt, , OE” T-* , >. 
a > OR rs NO Me Sc, %& \ 
£ » IO - a 4 W 


14%» 
os 


(20) 


But for you that fear the Lord in fincerity, Ihave nothing Þ 
but good and comfortable words : I have proclaimed your | 


hagpincs in the laſt Token I ſent ro the Town : I mean the Þ 
abſtra& of the Covenant of Grace, upon rhe Priviledges, Þ. 


n there will not be abundance of comfort, and matrer of joy 
a to you. O Beloved, know your own happineſs, 

- * * #9 . 3% o 
and live in that holy admiring, commending, adoring, prai- 


comforts, mercies chere ſummed up,and ſer before you. May 
- Four ſouls ever live z- whac condition can you deviſe where. 


fins of your gracious God , that becomes rhe people of his 


rate I have been long, yer methinks I have not emptied 

alf my heart unto yl : I rreſpaſs much, I fear ,, upon the 
Bearer,therefore in haſteT commend you to God. The good 
will of him that dwelt in the Buſh be with you 31l. The Lord 
Create a defence upon you, and Deliverance for you : the 
Lord cover youall the day, and make you to dwell berween 
his ſhoulders; I defire your conftanr, inſtant, earneſt Pray- 
ers for me, and reſt, 


A willing Labonrer, and thank- 
ful Sufferer for you, | 


F rom the C1071 Goare in TJuel- 
© cheſter, F#ly 4th. 1663. 


JOS. ALLEINE, 
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A LETT E Rz V. 
| [ Truſt God, and befincere. 7 


| Tomy moſt endeared Friends , the Servants of Chrift 


in Taunton, Grace ard Peace. 


Aoſt dearly Beloved and longed for, 
my foy and Crown : | 


AY hearts defire and prayer ro God for you is, that you 
may be ſaved. IT know thar you are the But of mens 


| rage and malice : but you may fatisfie your ſelves as David 


in his patienr ſuſtaining.of Shemer's fury and curſes: It may 
be rhe Lord will look upon our affli&ion, and require good 
for their curfing this day. But however it be for that , be 
ſure to hold on your way : your name indeed is caft forth 
as. evil , and you are hated of all men for Chriſts-ſake, for 
your profeſſion of his Goſpel, and cleaving to his Ways and 
Servants: bur let nor this diſcourage you , for you are now 


| more than eyer bleſſed :; onely hold faſt, rhar no man rake 

| your Crown, Letnot any that have begun in the Spirit,end 
| in the fleſh. Donot forſake God, till he forſake you ; he 

| that endureth ro the end ſhall be ſaved : The Promiſe is 16 


him that overcometh 3. therefore think not of looking back : 


{| Now you have ſet your hands ro Chriſt's Plow , though you 
| Jabour hard, and ſuffer long, the Crop. will pay for all : now 
| the Lord is trying what credir he hath in the World , and 
| who they be that will rruſt him. The unbelieving World 
| are all for preſent Pay ; they muſt have ready Money, fome- 
| thing in hand,and will not follow the Lord when there is like 
| to be any great hazard and hardſhip in his Service, But now 
| is the rime for you, my Beloved, to prove your ſelves Belie- 
vers , when there is nothing vifible bur preſent hazard and 
| expence, and difficulty in your Makers fervice. Now it will 


ve feen who can truſt the Lord, and who thruſts him not: 
| CESs) Now, 
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Now, my Brethren, bear you up, ſtand faſt in the Faith,quir 
you like men , be ſtrong : now give glory to Godby befie- 
ving. If you can truſt in his Promiſes for your reward now, 
when nothing appears but the diſpleaſure of Rulers , and 
Bonds, and Loſſes, and Tribulations on eyery fide, this will 
be ſomewhat like Believerz. Brethren , I beſeech'you to 
reckon upon no other but croſſes here. Let none of you 
dream of an Earthly Paradiſe , or flatter your ſelves with 
Dreams of ſleeping in your eaſe., and temporal Proſperity, 
and carrying Heaven too, Think nor to keep your Eſtates, 
and liberties and conſciences roo : Count not upon reſt til] 
you come to the Land of Promiſe. Not that I would þave 
any of you ro run upon hazards uncalled : No,we ſhallmeet 
them ſoon enough in the way of our duty , withour we will 
balke it, and ſhamefully turn aſide: bur I would have you 


caſt oyer-board your Worldly hopes, and count not upon an 
Earthly feliciry,. bur be content to wait till. you come on the 
other fide the Grave. 15 it not enough to have a whole eter. i 
Pity of Happineſs yer behind ? If God do throw in the cem- i 


forts of this life roo into the bargain 3 I would nor have you 
throw them back again, or deſpite the googdnels of the Lord: 


But T would, my Brethren, that you ſhould uſe this World, 


as not abuſing ir, that you ſhould be crucified to the world, 
and the World to. yon; that you ſhould declare plainly that 


.you ſeek a Countrey,a betrer Countrey, which is an Heaven: 


ly. Ah! my dear Brethren, I beſcech you carry it like Pil- 
grims ard ſtrangers, I beſeech you abſtain frem tleſhly luſts, 


which war againſt®you Sopls ; for whar have we to do with 
the cuftomes and .courſes and faſhons of this World, who are 
ſtrangers init ! Be contented with Travellers Lots : know 
\ You not thar you are ina ſtrange Land? all is well as Jong aÞ 


It is well at home} I pray you, Brerhren,daily and frequent- 


ly ro confider your condiripn and ſtation : Do you not re-Þ 
member that you axe in an Inn; and what though your be but 


; Poorly attended, and meanly accommodated ? though ycu 


fare hard, and lie hard ? Is this a ſtrange thing ? Wha 
ſhould Travellers look for elſe? Will you ſer forth in a Jour 


. ney, and promiſe your ſelves nothing bur far way and fair 


weather ? Shall aman put forth to Sea and reckon upon no 


thing bur the calm? If you were of the World, the Worllſ 
| © wouldÞ 
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| ways of people of God., and yer | 
| of being thorow and ſound in the main? 
{ verſzon and Regeneration. None ſo miſerable in all the 
| World as an unſound Profeſſor of Religion now js , for he 
| ſhall be hated and perſecuted of the World, becauſe he takes 


(23) 
would love his own. But now God hath choſen you,and cal- 
led you our of the'World, therefore the World hareth you : 


{ Bur remember, my Brethren, ir is your duty to loye chem, 


eyen while they hate 'you; and to pray tor mercy for them 
thar will ſhew no mercy, nor do no Juſtice for us. This I 
defire you to obſerve as a great duty of the preſent times : 
And let not any ſo far forget their duty and pattern, as to wiſh 
evil to them+thar do eviltous, or to pleaſe themſelves with 
the thoughrs-of heing even with them. Let us commir our 


| ſelves to him thar judgeth righteouſly , and ſhew. our ſelves 
| the children of the moſt High, who doth good to his Ene- 
| mies,ard is kind to the unkind and unthankful : And whar 
| though they do hate us ? Their love and good-will were 
{ much more to be feared, than their hatred, and a far worſe 
{ fign. 'Brerhren, keep your ſelves in the love of God; here 
* is Wiſdom. O happy Souls , that are his Favougites! For 
| the Lords-ſake look to this , make ſure of ſomething : look 
} to, your fincerity above all things in the World : let nor any 
| of you conclude, that becauſe you are of the ſuffering-par- 


ty, therefore all is well : Look ro the Foundation,that your 
hearts be ſoundly taken off from every ſin, and ſet upon God 


| above as your Bleſſedneſs : Beware that none of you have 


only a.nanfe to live,and be no more than almoſt Chriſtians. 
For rhe love of your Souls , make a diligehr fearch, and try 


| gpon what ground you ſtand, for it heartily piries me ro 


think that any of you ſhould be in ſo deep, and hazard ſo 
much as theſe muſt do that will noyygeleave to the hated 

at laſt for want 
Tk , 1 mean con- 


up a Profeſſion , and yer rejected of God too , becauſe he 


| ſticks ina Profeſſion : But when once you bear the marks of 
| Godsfayour , you need not fear the Worlds frowns : Cheer 
" up rherefore, Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, and of good 


courage under the Worlds uſage: Fear nor, in our Fathers 
Houſe there is bread enough, and room enough ; this 1s ſuf- 
ficient ro comfort us under all the inconveniences of the 
way, that we have ſo happy a Home, ſo worthy a Portion, {o 

b 3 ready 


| (24) 

| ready a Father, ſo goodly an.Herirage,ſo ſfurea Tenure. Oh, 
comtort- one andrher with theſe words ©: ler God ſce that you 
can truſt, in his Word : Jet the World ſee that.you can live 
upon a-God.. I ſhall ſhare my Prayers and loyes'among you 
_ all, and commit =_ to the Almighty. God © rhe Keeper of 

Iſrael thar:rever flumbereth. not fleepeth;be your Watchman 
and Keeper oo the end, Fatewel, 'Fam./ 1 | 

OO A fervent well-wiſher of your Temporal 
and Eternal Happineſs, 


From the common Gaol at Au! 
\, cheftet, Fuly 24-1663. © | | 
Eg el 0: FOG ACLEINE. 
. wh | 


LETTER, VI. 
| [Lookoutof your Graves upon the World. ] 


To my mot dearly Beloved Friends, the choſen of God 


- 


\ AY heart 4s with you , though I am Abſent, as ro my 
1 Bodily preſence from you,and therefore as Lhave of- 
ren-already, ſof have now Written to you. to ſtir up your 
re mirids by way of Remembrance, and to call; upon. you 
r.your ſtedfaſt contMuing, and-vigorons proceeding inthe 
ways of God, Dear Friends , and fellow Souldiers under 
Chrift the Captain of our Salvarioh, confider your Calling 
and Station, and approve your ſelves as good Souldiers of. 
Jeſus Chriſt, as men of reſolurion and courage, be diſconra- 
| dp no difficulties of your preſent Warfare. - for 
LH - tir i % As ah ES 4 % % TRE ! 1man® 


Moſt endear efTly iſtians, 


| (25) 
- humane affairs, T would have you. ro be as you are, Men of 
- Peace : I would have you Armed. not for reſiſting , God for- 
bid, bur- for Suffering *only ,- as the yy me hints :' You 
ſhquld refiſt:, eyen to the utrermoſi, ſtriving againſt Sin, 
Here you muſt giveno or if you ſpare bur one Agag, 
the lite of your Souls mutt go for the life of your Sins : you: 
muſt make*no- Peace, for God: will not-ſmile.on:thar Soul 
that ſmiles on Sin , nor have any Peace with him, thar is 
ar. peace with his Knemy. Other Enemies you'muſt for- 
give , and love, and pray for \({ which I again- defire you 
ramind as one ſpecial duty of the times). bur for-theſe Spi- 
ritual Enemies ,. all your affettions., and all yonr Prayefs 
muſt he engaged againft rhem j. yea, you- muſt admit no 
Parley : Ir's: dangerous to diſpute: with Temptations. Re- 
 meraber what Eve.loft; by Parleytng with Saran :. you muſt 
. flie from Temptations , and pur them off ar firſt witha Pe- 
remprory denial. If you will but hear the Devils Arguments, 
and the Fleſhes Pleas, and fair. Prerences, it is ani handred 
to. one bur you are inſnared by his Sophiſtry. Andifor this 
reſent evil World , the Lord deliver you from its. Snares;; 
Surely you had need watch and be ſober ; and uſe your ſpiri- 
cual Weapons dexterouſly and diligently., or elſe.this zortd 
is: like to undo you, anddeſtroy you, I have often-warned 
you nat to build upon an External happineſs , andithar-you. 
ſhould promiſe your ſelves nothing but hardſhip here: Oh 
{till remember your Station 3' Souſdiers muſt not count upon 
Reſt, and Fulneſs, bur Hunger., and Hardneſs. Labour to. 
ger right mmm the World. Do nor think theſe 
things neceſſary ; one thing is needful : You may be happy 
in the want of all outward comforts. Do not think your 
felves undone, if brought ro Want or Poverty : ſtudy Eter- 
nity, and you will ſee it to be little material ro you, whe- 
ther you are Poor or. Rich; and that you may have never. 
ſuch an opportunity for your advantage in all your lives , as 
when you pur all ro hazard , and ſeem to run the Veſſel op- 
on the Rocks.Ser. your enemies one againſt the other : Death 
againſt the World 3 no ſuch way to ger above the World, as 
ro pur your ſelves into the poſſeſſion of Death. Look often 
upon your Duſt that you ſhall be Reduced ro, and imagine * 
you ſaw your Bones tumbled out of your Graces, as _— 
a | ike 
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like ſhortly to be, and mem handling your Skulls, and enquir- 
ing whoſe is.this. Tell me of what account will the World 
be then ;-what good will it do, you ': put your ſelves often 
inro your Graves,and look our/from thence upon the World, 
and (ſee what-Judgement you have of ic ther.'': Muſt nor you 
be ſhortly forgor among: the Dead ? your places will know 
you no more,and your Memory'will be no more afiong men, 
and-then what will it profit you to have lived in faſhion and 
repute, and to have been Men of eſteem ?: ore ſerious walk 
over a Church-yard, 4s oneſpeaks, might make a man; mor- 
tified tothe World,” Thinkupon how many you Tread, bur 
you know them not: no doubt they had their Eſtares, their 
friends,rheir Trades, their buſineſſes, and kept as much ſtir in 
the World as others do now. - But alas, what are they the 
better for any, for all this? know you not that this muſt be 
your own cafe very ſhortly : oh the unhappizeſs of deceived 
man ! how miſerably is he bewitched, and befooled, that he 
ſhould expend himſelf for that which he knows ſhall for ever 
leave hini. Brethren, I beſeech you lay no ſtreſs upon theſe 
periſhing things, bur labour to be ar Holy indifferencie a- 
Cokaten : Is jr for one that 1s in his wits to ſell his God, his 
conſcience, his ſoul, for things. that he is not ſure ro keep a 
week, nor a day, and which he is ſure after a few fleepings 
and wakings more,to leave behind him for ever? go and ralk 
with dying nien;and ſee wharapprehenſions they have of the 
World? tf:any ſhould come: to ſuch as theſe, and re]l them 
here is ſuch and ſuch prefermenrs for you, you ſhall have ſuch 
titles of Honour and delights, 'if you will now diſown Reli- 
gion,or ſubſcribe; ro iniquity; do you. think ſuch a motion 
would be embraced ? Brethren, why ſhould we not-be wiſe 
intime ! why ſhould we not now be of the mind of which 
we know we ſhafl be all ſhortly! woe ro them thar will nor 
be wiſe,till ic be rono purpoſe! woe to them whoſe eyes no- 
thing bur Death and Judgement,will open | woe to them thar 
though they have been warned by. others,and have heard the 
Worlds greateſt Darlings in Death ro cry our of irs- vanity, 
worthleſneſs and deceirfulneſs , and have been told where 
and how ir would leave them $-yer pould rake no warning, 
bur only muſt ſerve rhemſe]vesito,fsr warnings to others. Ah 
my Beloved , beware there be no worldly Profeſſors among 
you, 


t 
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you, that will part-rather with: their par - in Paradiſe , than 
their part in Parzs 3 that will rather part with their Con- 
ſciences, than with their Eſtates; that have ſecrer reſerves in 
hearts to ſave themſelves whole, when ir comes to the pinchz 
and not to be of the Religion that will undo them in the 
World. Beware that none of you' have your hearts where 
your Feet ſhould be, and love your Mammon before your 
Maker. It is time for you to learn with Payl,to be Crucified 
to the World. | | 

"Bur it is time for me to remember that *ris a Letter, and 
contain my (elf within my Linijits. The God of all Grace, 
fabliſh, ſtrengrhen,and ſertle you in theſe ſhaking rimes,and 
raiſe your hearts above the fears of the Worlds Threats, and 
above the: Ambirion of its favours. My deareſt Joves to you 
all, with my fervent deſire of your Prayers. May.the Lord of 
Hofts be with you, and the God of Facob your refuge. Fare- 
wel my dear Brethren, Farewel, and be fm in the Lord, 
-J am | 


” 


Yours to ſerve you in the Goſpel, 
whether by Doing or $ uff ering. | 


\ 


From the common Gaole at. 
Juelcheſter, 7#»e 
31. 1663. 


Joſeph Alleine, 


LETTER VII. 
{'Firſt; Chriſtian Marks: 2. Duties.) 


To the Beloved, my 'moft endearing and. endeared 
© Friends, the Pleck, of Chrift' in Taunton , Sal- 
KO 


_ "Zeft dearly; Beloved and louged for, 
my foy and Grown : 

[| Muſt. fay of you as David did of Fonathan, Very plez- 
ſant have you been unto me,and your love to me is won- 
derful.. And asThave formerly taken great content in that 
my-Lot'was. cait among:you \, ſo: through grace I rejoyce in 
my. Prefent Loſes that Tam called'to approve my love to you 
by *tuftering for you; for you, I fay : for you know thar I 
have not ſought yours but you 3 and that for doing my dury 
ro your ſouls , Tam here in rh&fe Bonds, which T do checr- 
fully accepr through the grace of God'thar ſtrengrheneth 
me, Oh !. Thar your Souls might be quickenedand enJarged 
ores my-Bonds! thar_your hands might be ſtrengthen- 
>, and your hearts encouraged in the Lord your God by 
our ſufferings ! See to ir, my dearly Beloved, that you ſtand 
faſt in the power of the Holy Do&rine which we have 
Preached from the Pulpir ;. preached art the Bar 3 preached 
from the Priſon to you : Ir 1s a Goſpel worth the ſuffering 
for : ſee that you follow afrer Holineſs, without which no man 
flall-fee God : Oh ! rhe madneſs of the blind World, rhar 
they ſhould pur from them rhe -only Plank npon which they 
cafi ſcape to Heaven. Surely the Enimies of Holineſs are 
their own Enemies. AJas for them! they know not what 
they do. Whar would nor theſe fooliſh Virgins do at laſt, 
when it is too Jate for a little of the Oyl of the Wiſe 3 Oh, for 
has Qne 


/ 
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| one dram of that Grace which oy have ſcorned and deſpi- 


ſed. Bur let not any of you,-. my dear People, be wiſe too 


. Jare : Look diligently leſt any man fail of the Grace of 


God, Beware that none of you be cheated through the ſub» 
eltty ofSaran and deceirfulneſs of your Hearts with counter 
feir grate. There is never a grace but hath irs counterfeit = 
and there is nothing in all the World that is more common 
or more eafie, than to miſtake common and counterfeir 
Grace for true and ſaving : and remember you are undone 


for evermore,if you ſhould die in ſuch a miftake : Not thar 


——_ 


I would ſhake the confidence of any ſound Believer, who 
upon. often and through ſearch into the Scripture and his owr 
heart , and putting himſelf upon Gods tryal , hath gotten 
good evidence that his Graces are of the right kind : Build 
your confidence fare ; See thar you ger the knowledge of 
the certain and infallible marks of Salvation, and make fure 
by great obſerving your own hearts that theſe marks be in 
you, and then you cannot be too confident. But as you love 


'your ſouls take heed ofa groundleſs confidence. Take heed 


of being confident before you have tried. Dear Brethren, | 
would fain have you all ſecured agzinſt the day of Judge- 
ment 3 I would that the ſtares of your ſouls were all well 
ſerled : Oh how comfortably might you think of any trou- 
bles, if you were bur ſure-of your pardons! Were your Sal- 
vation. outtof doubt , no matter though other things were in 


hazard. I beſeech you, whatever you negle&, look to this : I 
am afraid there are among you that have not made your 


peace with God yer; that are nor yet acquainted with thar 

reat work of Converſion : ſuch I would warn and charge 
Fefore the living God to ſpeed into-Chriſt, and withour any 
more diſputes or delayes ro put away their iniquities , and 
to come in and deliver up themſelves to Jeſus Chriſt , thar 
they maybe ſaved. Iris not your Profeſlion,nor performing 
external duties', nor partaking of external Priviledges that 
will fave you: No,no,you muſt be converted or condemned. 
It is not enough —_ have ſome love and liking to Gods 
ways and people, andare willing ro yenture ſomething for 


them 3 All this will nor prove you ſpund Chriſtians ; Have 
your hearts been changed ? Have yog been-foundly convin- 
zcd of your ſins ? of your qamnable and undone condition 
. | in 


(39) 
#1 your ſelves ? and your ujter inability to lick your ſelyes 
whole again by your own duties ? have you been brought ar 
leaſt ro-ſuch a fight and fenſe of fin, as that there is no fin, 
ttiough agreeable to your conſticurion , though a ſupport re 
yonr gain, bur you do heartily abhor ir, and titerly diſzllow 

of it ? are you brought ro ſuch'a ſenſe of the beaury of holi- 

neſs, and of the Laws and ways of God, as that you do de- * 
fire to know the whole mind of God, and would nor excuſe 

your ſelves by ignorance from any-duty,and rhar,you do not 

allow your ſelves in the ordinary negle& of any thing that 

conſcience charges upon you asa duty ? are your very hearts 

ſer upon rhe glorifying and enjoying of God, as your gteateſt 

happineſs, which you defire more than Corn and Wine and 
Oyl ? had you rather be the holieſt than the richeſt and. 

greateſt-in the World ? and is your greateſt delight. (ordina- 

rily, and when-you aye your ſelves) in the thoughts of God, 

.and in your converfings with God in Holy Exerciſes ? Is 
Chriſt more precious than all rhe World to you ? and are 

you willing upon the through conftderation of the ſtrifneſs, 

and holineſs , and felf-denying Nature of his Laws ,- yer to 

take them all for the rule of your chonghts, words, and aQi- 

ons ? and though Religoin may coſt you dear,do you reſolve 

if God will aſſiſt you by his Grace, to go through with it, ler 

the coſt be what-it will ? happy the man thar is in ſuch a caſe. 

This is a Chriſtian indeed, and whatever you be and do ſhort 

of this, all'1s unſound. Bar you that bear in your ſouls the 

marks of the Lord Jeſus above mentioned,upon you'I ſhould 
lay no other burden, bur to hold faſt, and make good your 

ground, and to preſs forward towards the mark. Thankfully 

acknowledge the diſtinguiſhing grace God to your ſouls : and 

live rejoycingly in the hopes of the glory of God, the hopes 

that ſhall never make you aſhamed : live daily in the praiſes 

of your Redeemer: be much in admiring God,and ſtudy the 

worthineſs, excellency, and glory ofhis Artribures : ler your 

- ſouls be much raken up in contemplating and commending 
his glorious perfe@ion,and bleſſing your ſelves in the goodly 
Portion you have in him: live like thoſe thar have a God, 
and then be diſconſolate if you can : If rhere he nor more in 
an infinite God to comfort you, than in a Priſon, or Poverty, 
or other affliction ro deze you, our Preaching is vain , and 
| Your 


(31) 
your Faith is vain. Let the tizoughrs of God be your daiſy 
repaſt : and never -be ſarisfted trill your hearts run our as 
freely,natorally, conſtantly, unweariedly after God,as others 
do aiter the World: 2 litrhe force *upon your hearts for a 
while to turn chem into-this holy Channel,may quickly. come 
fo to habiruate your mynds xo holineſs, that they may natu- 
rally run that way. - But ir is cime ro ſir vp: Farewel, my 
dear Brethren, the Lord God Almighty be a prore&ion ro 
you,and your cxceeding great reward : Farewel inthe Lord, 
I am | 


Tours in the Bowels of the Lord Feſns, 
Jos. ALLEINE. 


' From the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
 Sepremb.-11. 1663. 


| Juſt now I received your melting Letrer,to which T am nor 

able now to return ah anſwer, bur ſhall with ſpeed : your 
very great aftefions for me cannot but move me, and make 
me ready to repeat again the firſt words of my Letter aboye. 
The Lord inable me to return ſomething to you for your - 
great loves; Iam ſenfible I have come very ſhort of my duty 
to you 3 bur I muſt needs tell you, my Bowels are moved 
with your loves , which I hope I fhall greatly prize : once 
more Farewel. | 


My dear Brother Norman remembers you with much love, 
defiring that you may be blamelieſs and harmleſs, the Sons of 
God without rebuke in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Nation, among whom ye ſhould ſhine 2s lights in the World. 


Po 
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ms. 


0 LETTER, vin, 
[How to thew love to Miniſters;and live joyfully.7] 


Friends in Taunton,Grace, Mercy,and Peace, from 
God onr Father, and from the Lord 7 eſtes Chrift. 


Maſt endeared Brethren, 


I Have received your moving elting Letter, and could not 
look over ſuch render expreſſions of your working aftc- 
ions, withour ſome commotians in my own : Tmay con- 
fidently ſay, 1 yu more Tears upon thoſe Lines, than ever 
| you did Ink : Your deep ſenſe of my labours in the Miniſtry, 
; 1 cate bur thankfully atktiowledge,and take notice of: yer 
, withal, heartily atid unfeingedly confefling , that all was but 
the duty: whichT did owe to your precious ard imimorta! 
Souls : which God knows, are very much ſhort of my duty: 
The omiſſions, itmperfe&ions, defe&s, deadnels, that accom- 
panied my duries I do own,” I muft and will own; and the 
Lord humble me for rheth; But all that was of God (and that 
was all rhat was good ) be fure thar you give to God alone: 
To himT humbly aſcribe both the Will , and the Deed ; to 
wholn alone be Glory for ever. 

My dear Bretfiren ,-my buſineſs as I have often rold you, 
1s nor ro gain your hearts, or turn your cyes towards me;but 
xo Feſus Chriſt : his Spokeſman I am , will you' give you: 
hearrs to him-? will you give your hands , your names tc 
him'? will you ſubſcribe ro his Laws, and conſent to his Off: 
ces, and be art rhrowugh defiance with all his Enemies ? This 
do,and TI have my Errant.” Who will follow Chrifts Colours * 
who will come under his Banner ? this ſhall be rhe man the: 
ſhall be my Friend'; this is he that will oblige me for ever. 
Po theſe Eerters come to none thart are yet unſayAified ? ro 
$59 looſe fmner ? rono ignorant ſinner ? x6 nounſound pfo- 

> feffor ? 


To the moſt Loving and dearly Beloved, my C briſtian | 
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felſor ? Oh that there were none ſuch indeed! oh that! had 


 lefr' no ſuch behind me ! bur would they do mea kindneſs as 


I believe they would, oh then let chem come away to Jeſus 
Chriſt ar this call! lie no longer O finner, in thy (will, be 
no more in love with darkneſs ! ſtick no longer inthe skirts 
and ourfide of Religion, demure no longer, difpuce not and 
wayer no more, halr no further, - bur ſtrike in throughly wich 
us Chriſt, except nothing, reſerve nothing, bur come off 
throughly ro the Lord , and follow him fully, And then 
happy man that rhou ſhalr be , for _ wilt be made for 
evet 3 and joyful man thar I ſhall be, for I ſhall favea Soul 
from death. The earneſt and pitriful beggings of a poot 
Priſoner , do uſe to move ſome Bowels : hear © Friends, 
will you do norhing for a Miniſter of Chriſt ? Nothing for a 
Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt ? merhinks T hear you anſwer, [yea, 
rather what will we not do , he ſhall never want while we 
have it; he ſhall need no office of Love, bur we will run and 
Ride to doit. ] Yea, butthis is not that T beg of you; will 
you gratifie me'indeed ? then come in, kiſs the Son , bow 
to:the Name of Jcſus; nor in a Complement, with Cap and 
Knee, bur ler your Souls bow , ler all your Powers bend 
Sail, and do-himhomage. Ler that Sacred Name be Gra- 
ven into the ſubſtance of your hearrs , and he asa bundle of 
Mirrh berween your Breafts. Ler me freely ſpeak for him, 
for he is wotchy for whom you ſhall do this thing; worthy 
to'be beloved of youz worthy to haye your very hearts , 
worthy to be admired, adored, vraiſed, ſerved, glorifted ro 
theuttermoſt by you,and every Creature z worthy for whom 
you ſhonld lay down all , leave all :' Can any thing be too 
much for him ? can any rhing be roo good for him ? Or to 
great for him? come. give up all, Reſign all , lay it ar the 
eerof Chriſt Jeſus, offer all as a Sacrifice ro him, ſee thar 
you be univerſally the Lords ; keep nothirig from him : T 
know through the goodneſs of God , that with many of you 
this work is nor yer to do: bur this ſer ſolemn refignarion ro 
the Lord is ro be done more than once ; and to be followed 
with an anſwerable pra&ice when 1t is done : See thar you 


walk worthy of the Lord? bur how? in the fear of the Lord, 


and in the comſort of the Holy Ghoſt;, ler rheſe rwo go toge- 
ther. So ſhall you adorn the Dodrine of God our Saviour : 
Fe Ce) and 
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you necd nor fear : let this, be:your. daily exerciſe, to keep 
your conſciences voideof offence :. keep fair weather at home, 
owever.js.be abroad. Bur I. would. nor only that you ſhould 
walk holily,bur, that youſhould walk comfortably. : But T need 
ſay the fels to. this,, becauſe the fear of the Lord, and the 
comfort of rhe Holy Ghoſt, do lic rogether.... Oh the provi- 
ſion—God: hath made for your continual joy and corhfor: ! 
gear Brethren ,. do. bur. underſtand your own bleſſedneſs, 
happy. men thar you. are, if Jo did bur know and conſider 
ir 3 who would count himſelf poor and miſerable thar hath 
All the: falneſs.of rhe. Godhead for his ; ſound in this deep : 
can. you find any bottom? take the heighth of rhe Divine 
Perſc&ions if you can., till then you cannor rell your own 
felicity, Take a ſervey of Immenſity, tell. me the longitude 
or latitude of infinite goodneſs and mercy , of the Eternal 
Diety : if you can dothis, you may gueſs ar your own hap- 
pineſs. Oh Chriſtians !. live like your ſelves, live worthy of 
your Portion, of your Priviledge, and yonr glorious preroga- 
riyes, 


2; 093 .- | 
alves.. T1.am m haſte, and it, is rime'for me to end ; hows 
ever, that you may walk worthy of. your glorious hoges,and 
may; live.anfwerablygo the mercies you have received from 
ahoye; 5. the great defirc of pon ftv: wn 
Oo OO OE OY Nr nn 
3; Lomr Spuls fervent well wiſher in the bonds 
worls” of affifftion and tribulation. 
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as moſt Loving and Beloved,my Chriſtian Friends 
mig 9, e2Tauntonz; Salvation: e |, 


» X 
5 *# TILL n . 
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mEſealed 'ap among ' his -Treaſures?. ſurely the Lord wilk 
Rye: mercy uport Tiuhton : T. have: no doubt bur thar -the 
God'of your Mercies: hath yer a choice bleſfing- in ſtore for 
youz. be not weakned by my Bonds. Glory be ro'God in the 
Higheſt, that he harhaccovrired me worthy not orily to Preach 
the Goſpel to you, bur alſo, to confirm itby the parting with 
my much valued. liberty, ſo dear a People, fo (wer Relat 
ons, comforts, converiencies , whictt I enjoyed in all abun- 
dance when I was with you. WheniT look back upon all the 
crcumſtances of the late Providence ,' I muſt fay as they of 
oh Ces) Chritt 
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Chriſt upon his Miracles, He hath done all things well; it is 
all as I would have ir, I am fully fatisfied in my Fathers good 
pleaſure, Verily. there is no little honour and happineſs, no 
. little Peace and Privilidge in theſe Bonds, Verily all is true 
that I have told you of the All-ſufficiency of God, of the ful- 


neſs ofChriſt,of the ſarisfa&orinels of the promiſesof the peace, ſÞ 


tranquility,content,and ſecurity,that is to be had in a life of 
Faith. Surely methinks I ſhould be content to ſeal to theſe 
things ata much dearer rate than this 3 bur my gratious Fa- 
ther will nor pur me tothe hardeft Leſſon art firſt : oh what 
reaſon have I to ſpeak goed of his name ! what elſe ſhould 
I doall my days, bur love, and fear,and preach, and praife,fo 
good a God? whenT look back ayon the gentle dealings of 
God with me, þ often think he hath brought me up as indul- 
gently as David did Adonijah, of whomir is ſaid , His Father 
had not diſpleaſed bim. T have received nothing but good at 
the hands of the Lord all my days; andnow he doth begin 
to affli, I ſee ſo much Mercy im this very Gaol, that I muſt 
be more thankful for this than for my proſperity. Surely the 
name ofthe place is, The Lord 3s here 2 Surely it maybe cal- 
led Perzel. Be ſtrong'in the Lord, myBrethren, be parient, 
ſtabliſh your hearts, for the coming of the Lord draws nigh, 
In nothing be terrified by your adverſaries. Now let thoſe 
that fear. the Lord be often ſpeaking one to another, I heat 
that Satanis praRiſing.to ſend more of you after me : I de- 
fire and pray for your liberty : bur if any of you be forced 
hither for the the teſtimony of the Goſpel,I ſhall embrace you 
with both arms, Fare you well,my moſt dearly Beloved : be 
perfe&, be of gvod comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you. My Bre- 
thren in Bonds ſalute you wich muck affeFion, rejoyeing to 
behold: your order and the ſtedfaſtnefs of your Faith in 
Chriſt : ſhare my heart among yov, and know that Iam. 


The willing Servant of your Faith and Foy, 
Foſeph Altine, 


From the common Gael at Juelcheſter, 
September 28, 1663, 
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LETTER, X. 


[_ The Love of Chriſt. } 


Tomy Beloved in the Lord , the Flock of Chriſt in 
Taunton, Grace «nd Peace. 


. oft Loving and beſt Belovea , 


MY hearr is with you, my affe&ions are eſpouſed.-co you, 
And methinks I could even ſay with the Apoſtle, (yoz 
art in my beart , to live aud die with you: ) and who can bur 
love where rhey have received (o much love (and continually 
do) as I have from you! rhe Lord require.your love which 
is great (and if compared with his, bur litrle) with his which 
5 infiriite 3 this is a love worthy of your ambirion, worthy of 
your adoration and admiration, This is the Womb thar 
bore you frotn eternity , and our of which have burſt forch 
al the 'Mercies, Spiritual and Temporal, that you enjoy. This 
wes the love that choſe you, when leſs Offenders, and thoſe 
thar'being cenverted, might have been a hundred fold -more 
ſetviceable to their Makers Glory, are left to periſh in their 
fins': May your ſouls be filled with the ſenſe of this love, 
But ir may be you will ſay, how ſhall I know if I am anob- 
je& of Ele&ing love ? leaſt an unbelieving thought. ſhould' 
damp your joy; know in fhort,thar if you have choſen God, 
hehath certainly choſen you. Have you taken him for your 
bleſſednefs ? and do you' more highly prize , and mpredili- 
gently ſeek after conformity to him,and the fruirion of him 
than.any, than all the goods of this World ? If fo, then away 
with doubts , for you could not have loved, and have cho-. 
ſen him , unleſs he had loved you firſt. Now may my Be- 
loved dwell continually in the thoughts, the views, che taſtes 
of the love. Gert you down under its ſhadows , and taſte 
ks pleaſant Fruits, Oh the Provifions that love hath made 
for you, before the Foundation of the World ! Ah filly duſt, 
thatever. thou ſhouldeſt be thoughr upon ſo long before thou 
waft :. that the contrivances of the infinire Wiſdom, ſhould 
be caken up abourthec! that ſuch a Crawling thing, ſuch a 
| CE 3) Mire, 
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Mire, a Flea , ſhould have the conſultations of the Eternal 
Diery exerciſed about thee ! verilyhis lovero thee is wonder- 
ful. Lord what is man! thou: telleſt us he is Duſt and Varity, 
4 worm, nothing, leſsthas nothing ; how then qoſt thou love 
him! ok wonderful! be aftoniſhed yea Heavens art this : be 
moved ye ſtrong foundation of rhe Earth, Falldown. yea E!- 
ders,Ntrike up YE Heaxenly Quires and ling yer again, Glory 
to God inthe bigheft : for all our ſtrings'would crack to reach 
the Notes of love, praiſe, and afmication that.chis.love.doth 
call for. Oh thar ever emprineE and vanity, ould” be thus 
prized | that Jebovsh ſhould make acrqune- of ©: worthleſs, 
bh uſeleſs a thing as man?_ that ever: þaſene(s;houid:;be thus 
preferred! that eyer nothing-ſhould be:thus dignified! tha 
ever rottenneſs. ſhould be thus adyanced, a Clog, a:fhaddow, 
Porſheard, ſhould be thus glorified !' Oh Brethren! fhudy:. 1 
beſecoh. you, yor' ta requite ar retaliate (there's, jmpoſſi- 
biliry,and blaſpemy in-fucha thought).bur to adwire aftd imi- 
rare his love. Ler loye confirain.you, :let love pur yow-wpon 
doing ,and- prepare. you for: ſyftering; forget not a: love fo 
memorable, underyalue nar-alove:ſo;mvaluable;. F would 
havd you all theicaprtives of-love: may the cords of love draw 
you'roWards,. ang: knit you to. your Redeemer 3» may the di- 
vided ſtreams bo-united in him. ; Alas, that our: ſoulsare fo 
narrow, that the Waters are ſo ſhallow with us! how! little, 
howrvery.little would: our love-he, the had: icall, infinitely 
lefs: chan.the-Glow-wortaro, the Sun, os the Atrome to the 
Univerſe? and haveweany of this Itile to ſpare for him? ch 
thar we mighr loye him with our beicie All £ that all our little 
powers ere ingageF«for him-! Brethren, here-isno excels: 
ol love the Lord ye his Saints! her1s. worthy for whom you 
ſhall:do this,: ,Do bur think wharJbyeharh dÞne- for you,and 
think if you. can, what ic means: t@:do:for you. This'is the 
love that yarned pon you, when-inyour Bloodno eye pity: 
ingiyou. This is the love that took your up-when! you were 
Robbed, and woknded; and lefr for dead;and: poured in Wine 
and-Oyl into younwounds.: This +5 that loye-that reprieved, 
andipared, and (pardoned: ,” when: the: Law: had condemned 
you,and Juſtice wquid have had you delivered-up;; and:your 
Selk-condemning conſciences gave-up.ali-forloſt, concluding 
there was no-hope. - This is theiloye;,;:;the expenſive love 
: | rat 
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zhat_boughr you from the power of darkneſs, from the eternal 


| burnings , the devouring fire in which you muſt otherwiſe 


have dwelt, Do younort remember how you were hungry, 
and it fed you, naked and it cloathed you , ſtrangers and it 
took you in,fick and ir viſited you,in Priſon andart came unto 
you ? you were dead and arealive, you wereloft and are 
found. And me thinks I ſee how love runs ro meer you,and 
falls upon your necks, and kifleth the Lips that deſerve robe 
loathed, and rejoyces over you, and makes a Feſtival,and as 
it were a Holiday in Heaven for you , inviting Angels to re- 
joyce. . And jfthe friends do rejoyce, how much more doth 
the farther ? for ſaich he, Theſe my Sons were dead and are alive, 
were loſt aud are found. Oh melting love! ah Brethren how 
ſtrange is rhis, thar our recovery ſhould be Heavens triumph, 
the joy of God and Angels. That this love ſhould feaſt us,and 
feaſt over ns, and our Brrth-day ſhould be kept in Heaven : 
that rhis ſhouid be the round ar Heavens Table, and the bur- 
den of the Scngs above : | For this my Son was dead, and xs 
alive, | and well, what remains but char you ſhould be ano- 
ther manner of People,than ever yer you have been , more 
Holy, more humble, more eyen, more reſolved, more liyely, 
more a&ive ? where is your Zeal for the Lord of Hoſts ? will 
flender returns ſufflce you in anſwer to ſuch, a loye ? God 
forbid. Bur neceſlity calls me off from goirpg any further. 
May the love thar choſe yon , and redeemed you , for ever 
dwell in you,and overſhaddow you, and bear.you ſafe to the 
Kingdom. In the Holy Arms: of Divine Love I defire to 
leave you. May you live under its daily Influences, and be 


"melted and overcome with its waxgming Beams , with its 


quickhing, piercing, powerful Rays, My moſt dear jove, to 
you all, See that you live nor in a dull, fruitleſs, liveleſs courſe, 
Be-patienrt., be watchful, inſtant in Prayer, fervent in Spirir, 


' ſerving the Lord : Iam very healthful and chearful through 


grace. See that none of theſe things move you thar. befal us. 


. Fare you well my dear Brethren,farewel in the Lord,I am 


Yom in the ſtrongeſt Bonds of 

| Aﬀettion, and Afirtion, 

From the Priſon at Jeulcheſter, 
Oct ob, 25, 1663, JOS, ALLEINE. 
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| [Remember Chriſt crucified, and crucific Sin.] 
To the Faithful and Wel.beloved Peoples the Seryants 
__ ©. of Chriſt in Taunton, Salvation : 


# 


. 


Hoſt dear Chriſtiane, hon 
| Þ Amby Offieea kemembrancer, the Lords Remembrancer 
fqr-you and your Remembrancer in the behalf of-Chriſt- 

My bulineſ.is, with the Apoſtle, to ſtir up your pure minds 

| by way of Remembrance. &nd what or whom ſhould I re- 
member you of, bur your moft mindful Friend, your Inter- 

celſour with the Father, who hath you alwayes jm remem- 
brarce, appearing /in the preſence of God for you? May his 

Memory ever live in our Hearts,, though mine ſhould' die : 
Oh Remember his Love more than Wine, Remember in 

. what a Caſe he found you, and yer nothing could anihelarc 
his Heart, nor divert the purpoſe of his Love from you : He 

loarhed not your Rags. nor your Rottenneſs : He found you 

ina loathſome Vomic and filrhineſs, in a naſty and Verminous 

Tarrers, 'C think not theſe expreſſions roo; odfous : No Pen 
can deſcribe, no Heart ean imagine the-odiouſnefs' of fin in 

his fighr, in which you Jay and rolled your ſelves as rhe f11- 

thy Swine'in the mire) Yer he pitied you,his Bowels were 
moved, and his Compatiiions were kindled, when-one won!d 

have rhoughthis wrath ſhovId have boiled and his indignation 

have burned down to Hell againſt you: he loathed not,bur 

loved you, and waſhed you from your fitts.in his own Blood : 

. Ah. monſtrous and polluted Captives? Ah vile and purrid 
| Carkaſes? that ever the holy Jeſus ſhould take the Rands 

of you, and ſhovld his own ſelf waſh you, and wrinſe you! 
methinks 1 ſee him weeping over you; arid yer jr. was a 
| more 


_ - Ca — 
Ry Bath by which he cleanſcd. you. . Ah. Sinners! 
look the ſtreaming Blood flowing out wharm from his 
bleſſed Body , to fetch our the ingrained filthineſs that, you 
by fin had contrafed., Alas! what a horrid filthineſs in fin, 
fa nothing but the blood of the Covenant could waſh a- 
way ! and what a: love is Chriſts , than when no Sope nor 
Nitre could ſuffice to cleanſe us, when a whole Ocean could 
nor waſh nor purifie us, would opon every vein of his heater 
co do the work ! {look upon yoar crucified Lord : do you nor 
ſee ſacred ſtream. flowing out 'of every Member ? Ah, 
how thoſe Holy Hands, theie unerring Feer do run a ſtream 
to purge us ! Alas, how that innocent Back doth Bleed 
- with eruel ſcourgings to ſave ours ! how the great drops of 
Blog fall ro the ground from his ſacred Face in his miracu- 
lous ſweat, in his bitter and bloady Agony , to waſh and 
beautifie ours ! how . his wounded hearts and-fide twice 
- 'Wierced ,. firſt with love and pity 3 and then with Souldiers 
cruelly do. pour, our their healthful and faving Flouds upon 
+us ? Lord, how'do we make a ſhift to forget ſuch a love as 
this! ah mirrors or rather Monſters of ingratitude, that can 
he unmindful of ſuch a Friend ! do we thus requite him: is 
this our kingneſs to ſuch an obliging friend! Chriſtians, where 
2re your affe&ions ? to whar uſe do you pur your faculties ? 
- what have you. memories for:but to remember him ! Whar 
- have you the power of loving for , bur that you ſhould love 
- him ? wherefore ſerves joy or defire , bur to long for him 
.-and delightfully to embrace him ? may your ſouls and all their 
Powers be- raken up with him-: May all the. little Doors of 
- your ſouls be ſet openro him. Here fix your thoughts, here 
- xerminate your defires 3 here,you may light your Candle and 
- Kindle your Fire when almoſt our, Rub and chaſe your 
-* Hearts well with the deep confideration ef the love of Chriſt, 
nd it. is a wonder if they do not get ſome warmth.The Lord 
ied abroad his love in your hearts by the Holy Ghoſt : Oh ! 
 - that this love might conſtrain you ! Brethren whar will you 
dq now for Jeſus Chriſt. Have you never a Sacrifice to lay 
- upon his Altar ? come, and I] will ſhew you. whar you ſhall 
do, ler your hands be in the blooti of your fins, fall foul with 
chem , ſcarch them our with diligence , ſearch your hearts 
and your houſes 5 whatever iuiquitics you find there , our 
___— with 


wore / 
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wh them , put the far 'ffam *your Tabetifaclesg if you 
ke TRear nr, ou are tior Jeſus his Frietids. © for- 
bid rhat chere ſkopld be a lying Tongue, 'or any way of de- 
ceit in your Shops, Tharkis ſervice ſhould'give place to the 
world in your Families. Far be it from any of you,my Bre- 
thren, that you ſhould be eareful ro teach your children arid 
{yants. the way of your Trades and Callings , and negle& 
i Inftru& them ir; re way of Life. Is weekly Cateckiſing 

1p ir every one of your Families? The Lord. convincegny 
f you. that nay be guilty of this negle&:' Oh'! ſer up God 
it Your Houſes.z an 


d'{ee rhar you be nor floyenly in Cloſer 
erformances : beware, of ſerving the [Lord negligently; 
| IE the Lord: with that which coſts you nothing : Jook 
ro itthat you content nor. your ſelves with a cheap ard eafie 
Religion. . Pur your fleſh to it ; be well affiired rhat the Re- 
* VFgjon thar cofts you: nothing will yeeld you nothing ; keep 
up the life of Rebgion"in your Family and' Cloſer duties. 
Feap nothing bke a cuſtomary and careleſs performance of 
Gods Service. Judge your own ſelves whether lazie wiſhes, 
xe complaints, and. yawning Prayers are like to carry you 
tlirough the mighty, difficulties thar you muſt get through if 
evet you come to fleayenn. When you'find your flves going. 
on in  lifrleſs, liveleſs, h&arrleſs courſe, and have ris mind to 
your work, ask your ſelves, is rhis to rake the Kingdom of 
Ficayen by violence, Br can I hope to win'it-withour? ſee 
char,you ſacrifice Tour ſelves ro'the Lord ,' that you deliver 
up your ſelves to him , thar now you live to.Chriſthimſelf, 
As Chriſt hath made over his life and death to you, ſo ler ir 
be ybur care to live and. die ro him”; labour to forget your 
 ftlves and look upon: all your enjoyments as Chriſts goods ; 
upon your time, parts, ſtrength, as his Talents : (pb ene 
your ſelyes only in the quality of Servants atid' Stewards thar 
Xs, co husband all cheſe for your Lords 'advantage ; and as 
thoſe rhar muſt give an account. And” pray for me: that I 
may take the Courſe! that I give. Tblefs the Lord, IT want 
xothing bur the opportunity of. being ſerviceable unto you, 
and'to enjoy you: but T hope the Lord will make my bonds 
for you ro be uſeſul ro-your. edification ; that is the Whire I 
Att ar, it I may glorifie God , and ſerve your. Souls beſt b 
being here, I ſhall neyer wiſh to come our, though F confeſs 
- | liberty 


\ 


liberty of irs ſelf (a9 

liverty of its lelf is very precious. Finally, Brethsen, Fare- 
wel ; be-perfe&; beof good comfort, be of onemind; live in 
peace,and the God of Love and Peace ſuall be with you, I 
am SIE 


: « The ready Servant of your 
HI þ  *\* Faith-and For, 


JOS. ALLEINE: 


Prom the Priſon at Juelcheſter, 
Lakes -Odtob, T4 1963- | 


My dearBrother Nougy a ſalutes you A 
tO be patient, to ſtabliſh your hearrs , for the coming of the 
Lord:draweth nigh. | 

X. }tt Of , 


; ; rs: "4: 


, 15 544 8 FELL 
v # - 


OA OEMS a lO; OR ENT OT OE ONE RTE OT 3: 
- . Ke > - - Cx VE "vt ” 
_ > - 3, vg.” LEO RT 2900” 
0 C « , , bs 
- a” oY Ft Ny dad" 


" —_ IG 444 » nd "WR a4 . : a] 4 WY £5 »: AY.” a ed hr 4 > 
' _ o LPs <2 IK , . Ay . > _ T S 
ow 1 I 7 #5" = dd DJ a x, Þ. EEE IRE 6. nt , 
Þ. 5 > hs J _ I > TSS $2 *_ b . __ Pon" Sd . 
+ o ws hn ; . . 1 3s 1 Z OS 

3 » . v2 Im wry 2s ts YL, ” M #7 oh - IE RES wa AT. ” 

—_= XI S WE" ER 7 I : j __ _ 2 

Ld p To my 
=; - 


p- Ku £7 hr "a 
— IT. diy 
m_ ks 2» OS hs. % A 3 
I AY 2 " . WERE. . 
S bo - 
TIRES EH So; 
- EY 


WIASTSS 


4 ” 
4 ; > 
1 s 
F 
LY : 

4 ! YL A. 
' rf ce yy O$ if Lo io z 

- S « | | - 


"DI IR 


— —_— ſn CM __ 
- a 4 4d TTY 


ras aL 4 
< PROTO IJ THNTS: 


"LEXTER” X11 


, iz 
- by _ 
= 
IR 
w * 


Ts the moſt Relevoi. Paople » the Flack, of Chriſt in 
Taunton ,, Salvation. 


| [ For daily Self-Examination. ] 


Aloft dear Brethren.” 515 + 42 

Would'my time were as long as*myheagt ,” that I'mighr 
open my ſelf to you 3 bur TI was not without ſome diſ- 
canrenr diverred when gene. delfro have Writ- 
ter arlarge:to youu; : Now Ham; pinched, however:I conld 
rot leave my dear charge altogether unvifited;' bur muſt 
needs ſalute you in a few Lines. Brethren , how ſtands it 
with you? doth the main work go on ? do yourſſbuls pro- 
ſper ? This is my care, beware that you Flag nog, thar you 
faint not now in the evil day. I underſtand that your dan- 
gers grow upon you, may your Faith and courage and reſo- 
lution grow accordingly,and much more abundantly to over- 
rop them. Some of your. enemies I hear are in grear hopes 
to ſarisfie their Luſts upon you : well, be not diſcouraged 
my dear Brethren, bur bjets rhe Lotd who of his abundanr 
Mercy , hat fo remarkably preſerved” you fo long beyond 
all expeRarion, Let it not be « ſtrange thing to you, if the 
Lord do now call you to fome difficulty : forſake nor the 
Aﬀſembling -of your ſelves together , as the manner of ſome 
3s, I plainly fee the Coal of Religion will foon go out, 
unleſs it have ſome better helps to cheriſh it, then a Carnal 
Miniſtrie, and lifeleſs Adminiſtration. Dear Brethren, now 
is the time for you that fear the Lord, to ſpeak often one to 
another : manage your duties with what prudence you can, 
but away with thar Carnal prudence, thar will decline dury 
to avoid danger. Is the Communion of Saints worth the 
venturing for ? Shur not up your doors agsinſt Godly Meet- 
ngs, 


(45) 
ng. I amtold that it is become 2 hard marret, when a Mi-- 
niſter 1s. willing £0 take pains with you.to ger place : Far be 
this from you my Brethren. What, ſhut oar the World! ſup- 
poſe there be ſomewhar more'danger to him that gives the 
Miniſter enterrainment ? Isrhere not much more advanrage 
accordingly ?''did not 0bed'Edom, and his Houſe, ger the bleſ- 
*fing by enterraining the Ark thete ? or do youthink God hath 
never a Bl for thoſe that ſhall wich much'Self-denial en- 
tertain his'M , his Saints, his Worſhip ? are you be= 
lievers, and yet are afiraid you ſhall be looſers- by Chriſt ? do 
you indeed not know that he thar runs moſt Hazard for 
Chriſt, doth expreſs moſt love ro Chriſt, and ſhall receive rhe 
greateſt reward?” away with.that-unbelief , that prefers the 
preſenr ſafety,/ befor the farure glory. rfo:' ot" me IR 
T left you ſome helps for daily Ezamination,' T-am jealous 
leaſt you ſhould grow ſlack, and flight, and'carclefs in thar 
dury. Ler me ask you-in the'name of rhe Lord , doth ne- 
ver a day paſs you, but you do ſolemnly and ſeriouſly call 
your ſelves to an account , what your carriage hath been to 
God and::Men.? ſpeak conſcience , Is there never an one 
within the Hearing of this Letter , rhar is a nepleQer of this 
duty.? dath every. one of your Conſciences acquir you ? Oh 
that they did! -oh char they could ! rell me,wonld nor fome 
of you be pur ſhrewdly to it , if T ſhould ask you when you 
read or thought 'over the Queftions'that were:given you for 
your help ? arid would you net, be-put-to 4-hiuſb:, ro; give 
me an anſwer ? And will you not be much more aſhamed, 
that God and Conſcience ſhould find you rardy ? not that F 
would necefflarily. bind you up to thar very Merhod, only till 
you have found a way more profitable : I would defire you, 
ea, merhinks I cannor bur deeply charge you,to make dai- 
: uſe of thar, Awake conſcience , and do thou fall upon 
that Soul that thou findeſt careleſs in this work, and never let 
\ him be arreſt tif| thou canſt witneſs for him,thar he is a dazly 
and ſtrift obſerucr of himſelf, and doth live in- the conftanr 
praice of this dury. Whar ſhall neither Gods charge, nor 
your promiſe, nor profit hold you to your work ? yer I may 
not doubr , but ſome of you do daily perform this duty. 
The Lord incourage you in it ; yer give me leave roask you' 
what you have gained? are you grown more — _ 
CTC11= 
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ſciences, more ſtri,mare. humble;'and more ſkndible pf y 
many and dear defeRgzrhen you were:before, 2: JE, blew 
are you of me herd: 3:.1f acherwiſe, ahi durycbarh;becn peir- 
forme bur. ty by your: Wibat eat! you. ſay4ahis: ques: 
ſion ? doch yaur care of youp ways wags tbare;gr. dovh avinercaſe; 
byth Bae hu uſerof this dugy\?xlf itabate; thmcrhber: from 
nts ou A\6fallenand. RDU good notdon arall;as 
Dot to Ti purpoſe. LYy $01 Crnboabck & 13054! 
- My Pen.1s apt.co run, when Lam; Sricing-wdrd!you.:i be- 
feech you, thar.my Levers aſayaptbe as ſo-mughtwaſte Pa- 
x 9. y9u5 May they be.proyocations ro/yaur Hoty, | and 

& mig 4nd corruptionsthet: they. miecewirhs>©h that 
rhey. might And our mens; fing;, clad excice their; graces:!-I 
have run much Erthes than 4: thought J-ſhould: bave done, 
but 'now-J;am. called upon;, and. muſt;ſbyt-up.: i;The Lord 
God be 2-Sun-and a Shielf] to:you::;;'My age Lovito 
gon ASE IP vello he apr qavrn 5 018 394] | 
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[Motives and Marks of Growth. ] 


To the moſt Loving, and beff: Beloved, the Servants 
- _ of Chriſt is Taunton, Grace and Peace : 


Moſt dear and render Frienas : | 


: JV fa I am, and whom under God I defire roſerve; 
to build you up in Holineſs, and comfort hath beeu 
through grace my great ambirion. This is that which I labour- 
ed.for3 this is that which I ſuffer for : and in ſhortthe endl 
of all my applications to you,and to God for you. - How ds 
your Souls proſper ? are they in a thriving caſe ? what pro- 
greſs do you. make in SanCification ? doth the hoyſe of Sax! 
grow weaker and weaker,and the houſe of Dav:d ſtronger arul 
ſtronger ? beloved,I defire to be jealous of you with a God! 
zealouſie , leſt any of you ſhould loſe your ground in thee 
declining times : and therefore cannor but be often calling 
upon you to look to your ſtanding, and ro watch and hold 
faſt, thar rio man rake your Crown. Ah! how ſurely ſhall 
you reap inthe end if you faint not ! take heed therefore thar 
you loſe not the things you have wrought, but as you have be- 
gun well, ſo go on in the ſtrength of Chriſt, and give diligence 
to the full aſſurance of hope to the end, *ris your thriving, 
I tell you, I drive at. | 
Do you rced Motives ? } 1. 19w much ar? you behind-hand? 
Oh, the fair advantages that we have loſt ! what rime, what 
Sabboths, Se&rmons, Sacraments, are upon the matrer loſt ? 
how much work have we yet tq do ? are you ſure of Heaveiy 
yer? are you fir todie yer ? ſurely they thar are in ſo much: 
Poverty, under ſo many great wants, - had need tn {et vpor 
ſforve more thriving courtes, f 
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"Secondly , Confider what others have gained ; whilſt we it 
may. be ſit down by the loſs : Have we nor met many Veſſels 
richly laden, while our Souls are empry ? Oh, the rich Boo- 
ries, the golden Prizes that ſome have won ,” while we have 
folded the hands toſleep! have nor many 'of our own ſtand- 
ing in Religion left us far behind them ? 2 
Thirdly, Conſider what a ſpending time there 75 coming : Aﬀ- 
fligion and Tribulation ſeem ro be nor far from you : had 
you not need to be well ſtocked againft ſuch a day ? go to 
the 4nt thou ſluggard,ſhe layerh up her mear in the Summer. 
Happy man thar can ſay to. his Soul on gucd grounds , what 
he vainly ſpake , Thoi haſt much goods laid up for mauy years : 
Who will not Vidal the Caſtle againſt the Siege? and the 
Ship againſt the Voyage ? « | WES 

Fourthly, Conſider you will find all little enough when you 
come to die : the Wiſe among the Virgins have rio Oyl to ſpare 
at the coming of the Bridegroom : diſtreſs and temprarions, 
end death will put all your Graces to it. How much ado 
have many poor Saints had ar laft ro pur into this harbour ? 
David cries fot reſpite till he'had recovered a little more 
ſtrength; | 

Fifthly, Conſeder bow little it will avail you to thrive in your 
Eſtates,and not thrive 7n your Souls : Poor Gehaxz. what did 
he ger by ir when he gained Naamans Talents, and came off 
with his Leprofie ? 9170 | 

Sixthly, Confider bow ſhort-your tim? for gathering in proba- 
bility 3s : the Iraclites gathered twice ſo much Manna againſt 


the Sabbath as they did at other times, becauſe ar that rime . 


there was no Manna fell. Brethren, you know not how long 
you have to lay infor. Y, "508 
Seventhly , Conſider Gods expectations are great from you : 
he hach been lopping and pruning you,and now he looks for 
more fryit: he hath had you for ſome rime under his more 


 ſeverer Diſcipline, and therefore expe&s you ſhould be ber- 


rer proficient : he harh tried new means with you, and is 
come to you witha Rod; and he will be angry with a witneſs 
if he do not find you now xo mend. Times of Aﬀiidions 
uſe ro be gaining times to Gods People 3 God forbid that 


| you alone ſhould be loſers, 


Ds 
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c1Do:you ask, for marks how you may know.your ſouls be in 
zrhiriving caſe ? To | 


.» Firſt, If your appetites. be more ſtrong. "Do you thirſt after 


God; and after grace,more than heretofore ? do your cares 
for and defires afcer the World abate? and do you hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs! whereas you were wont to 
come with an ilI-witlo-holy duries, do you come to rhem 2$ 
2 hungrie Scomach to-irs Meats ? . -, SM w 
Secondly, If your Pulſes meat more tuen. , Are you ſtill off 
and on, - het and cold.. Or. is there a more even ſpun thred 
of holineſs through your whole courſe? do you make good 
0, ground from which; you were formerly often beazen 
off? . | 1:f7 t | | 
Thirdly, If your Natural. heat do grow move vigorous, and your 
argeſtion more. quicks Do you take more norice of God in eve- 
Ty thipg, than heretofore:? and ler none of his works, noc 
words paſs withour fom&careful attention, and obſervation ? 
do you ponder upon, and pray over his Word, and his Pro- 
vidences ? -y ; , = 
Fonrthly , If you do Taoh;mure to the Compaſs , and latitude 
of Religion, and mind more than ever, the carryizg on together 
the 'dutzes of both Tables. .i.Do you not only look to the keep- 
ing if your own Vineyards, - bur do you begin to look more 
abroad,and to lay out your (clves for the g0od of others, ata 
are filled with zealous defires for their converſion, and falva- 
tion ? do you-manage your talk and yeur Trade,by rhe ralcs 
of Religion ? : £ 4G 
Do.you eat and ſleep by rule? doth Religion form, and 
mould, and dire& your carriagg towards Husband, Wife, Pa- 
rents, Children, Maſters, Servants ! p YOu. grow. More unt- 
verfally conſciencious ? Is piety rnore diffuſive than. cver with 
you,doth ir. come more abroad with you,ott of your Cloſſets 
intro your Houſes, your Shops, your Fields? doth it journey 
with you, and buy and ſell fot you ? hath ir the caſting voice 
In ant you do ? | , «be | 
_ "*fthly, If the duties of Religion be nfre eaſiz , ſwert , and 
azlightful to you. Do you take more .delight in the Word 
than ever ? are you more in love with ſecret Prayer , ard 
more abundant in it.? cannoc you be content with your or- 
dinary: Seaſons; bur are ever and anon making extraordinary 
= Vitlcs 
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Viſits to Heaven? and upon all-occafions turning afide to 
talk with God in ſome ſhort Ejaculations ? are you often 
darting up your ſouls Heaven-wards ? Is.ir meat and drink of 
you , todo the Will of God ? do you come off more freely 
with God,and anſwer his Calls, and open at his knocks, with 
more Alacrity and readineſs of mind ? 

Sixthly, 1f you are more abundazt in thoſe duties which av: 
moſt 4p eaſing to the Fleſh, Are you more earneſt upon the 
dury of Mortification ? are you more ſtri& ard ſevere than 
ever inthe duty of daily Self examinarion,and holy Medita- 
tion? do you hold the Reigns harder upon the Fleſh than 
evgr? do you keep a fſtrifter watch- upon your Appertires ? 
do you ſcta ſtronger guard upon your Tongues? have you a 
more jealous eye upon your hearts? _ PSY 

Sevently, 1f you grow mora vile 71 your o'wn eyes. Pride is ſuch 

a Choaking Weed, that nothing will proſper naer it. Do you 

' grow more out of love with mens eftcem, and ſer leſs by it ? 

'are you not marvellous render of being ſlighred ? can you 
rejoyce co ſee others preferred before you? can you heartily 
yalue, and loye them that think meanly of you ? 

Eighthly , 1/.you grow more quick. of ſenſe,mare tender of fin- 
ning, more ſenſible of Divine influences, or withdrawings, Are 
you more affraid of fin than ever 2 are your fins a greater 
pain to you than heretofore ? are your very infirmities, your 
great affli&ions ? and rhe daily workings of corruption a con- 
tinual grief of mind ro you ? iS | 

Ninthly, If you are ated more by Hove to God and Faith 71 theje 
. Promiſes. Fear is a ſlayiſh principle : do you find that you are 
aged leſs by fear,and more by love ? do you look more fre- 
quently to the things not ſeen than ever ? and doth the World 
abate in your eſteem? do you go more out of your ſelves ! 
do you live upon Chriſt as rhe Spring of your life, and make 
more ule of him upon all occafions than ever ? do you prize 
the Promiſes more, and hug and imbrace them with greatc: 
dearnefs , and livemore upen them. _- 

Tenrhly , If you grow of a more publick Spirit, A ſelfiſh 
Spirit 1s unworthy b&a Chriſtian : are the common concern- 
ments of Gods Glory;and the proſperity of the Church, much 
upon your hearts ? will it no way content you to dwell in 


plenty, peace, and ſafery your ſelves , except you may ſce 
| pezce 
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peace upon Tfrae! ? do the wounds in Gods Name and Glory 
go.deep into you? are the fins of others your ſorrows ? _ 

— Time, and room, and ſtrength fails troadd means too, as 
I intended. I havetrefpaſſedin length alrepdy,may theſe be 
helps ro you to pur you forward, and to help you in diſcern- 
ingy! ur- growth. I muſt.conclude abruply, and commend 
you-to God with my dear loves: youall, I take leave ; and 
can only tell you that I atn, 
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| ſhonld be willingly ſo many years a Priſoner for you, ſo 
I might eminently and effe&ually furrher your Salvation. [ 
muſt again, yea again, and again thank you ſor your abun- 
dant and intire affe&ions to me , which value as a great 
mercy, not in order to myſelf, if I know my own hearr, bur 
in order to your benefit, as I may thereby be a more likely, 
Inſte@menr co further your good. Surely, ſo much as I do 
valve your love, which is not alittle, yer had T rather (if! 
am not unacquainted with my ſelf) be forgotten and forſa- 
ken. of you all, -and buried.in. oblivion., So thar your eyes 
and hearts might be hereby fixed on Chriſt , and ſincerely 
engaged ro kim. Brethren, I have not beſpoken your affe- 
Rions for my ſelf: P thar I might win your hearts uniyer- 
Ally rc Jeſus Chriſt, rhough I had loſt them for ever! O thar 
I mighr be inſtrumenral ro convert you to him though you 
were diverted from me. .I am perſwaded that I ſhould much 
rather chooſe to be hared of all , ſo this might be rhe means 
td have Chriſt honoured ,/and ſer up ſavingly in the hearts 
of you all. And indeed there is nothing great bur in order 
to God ; nothing is much material or conſiderable as it is 
trerminared in us : It matrers nor whether we are in Riches 
or poverty, in fickneſs or Health, in honour or diſgrace, 
fo Chriſt may be by us, magnified in the condition we are 
| | in 


I] Have been through mercy many yes with. you ; and 
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#7 welcome Priforrand Poverty, welcome Scorn'and'FErt- 
[he peicome gains preunrempe, if by rhbſe Gods Slory hy 
be, moſt promoted.” , What are” we for” bur for God *" wid 
doth the Creatute. fgnifi Jeparatet from his God * wh 
juſt fo much as, the't Fpher cparated from the Figure 
tie lerter {form the'Sylftble, we are nothingor nothing worth, 
by in reference ro. God and his.ends, Better were'it that we 
| F never been; 'fhah that we ſhould nor be'to hit.” Ber- 
FT that we were dead*than we ſhould live; and not to him. 
Betrer that we had ;no' underftandings thancmthat we ſhoutd 
not know him...” Berfet thart'we were Blocks and Bruirs thah 
thar we ſhould not uſe our Reaſon fortifhi, Whar are our Th- 
tereſts unleſs as tlicy” may be ſubſcrvient to his Tnrereft ?' or 
our eſteem or repuration,unleſs we may hereby plorifie hin? 
da-you love me ? I know you do: 'bur %ho is there rhac will 
Teave his fins for me? TT mean at niy requefts ; with whotn 
ſhall I prevail to giye,up himſelf m ſtrifneſs and ſelf denial 
to the Lord? 'who will be intreated” hy me 'to ſer upon ne- 
'gle&ed duties, or reform accuſtomed fins? 0O'wherein may 


: 


8 eoyes me hl, to cs ary eevhrea, in this yBu 
Thall befriend me,if you obey the voice of God by me, if you 
'be prevailed with to giye:yourſclves up throughty to the Lord? 
would you lighten” my Burger ? would you looſen my borids? 
would you make glad my heart ?-let the hear of yoor own- 
ng the ways and ſeryants of rhe Lord jn, 4dverſicy , of your 
coming, in , of your abiding and 'pat;ent Eontiriving in'the 
-ways of holineſs. .O'thar I could but hear, that the p.a;cr- 
p(- quls, rhe prayerlels Families among you, were now g'- 
yen to prayer |. that the profane finner would be awakened, 
and be induced by the preaching of theſe Bonds, which tere- 
"tofore would norlle prevailed with,to leave cheir drutiKenneſs 


their Tooſe company, their lying and'deceir,” and Wanron- 


. Nels, by all the. chrearnings of God rhat' cou'd be. pronounced 
{Againſt them , nor all rhe beſeechings, wpoings, and entrer- 
ties thar I was able ro uſe with them! will you not; be'tiade 
' Clean? when ſhall ir once be? how long ſhall che'parience' of 
. God, wair for you? how long ſhall the Lord Jeſus ftretth dur 
hishands toward you ? O finners, caſt your ſelves into, b;'s 
, Aims? Why ſhould you die? Why vill you forſake your 
EL =_ T7 Rn * own 
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OOES YOu ?, Con 
[1 iid yo you al FAA inercy + : will you 
%, Souls peidiGon for a little 
fr? or 8 little of the gain 'of un. 
= e'pr. yain- rth, or. looſe. com. 
E Higgs "that pet. berween Sinners 

| 47 29429 Sa IF 
ge. nw HE us with a finer Wired, and are nor ſv 
tr 108 0, of God,as rhe praferleſs, ignorant, Sab- 
Brow pe Tate ſort. ; aig But Lmult onee again 

Outs ze City of Refuge. 0 

at, n buf at the Gates !' that any 
Jut pſig x orld: aha do many things, 
one r00,and \ er. 0 pld fall ſhort of the 
Fa: -throut ON of Y dpychl thy 


| Oue cry, gs Lord, 
ih is in Heaven? how 
eaking forth'of Chil. 
Reſiaion wi cat 5G te Et 5 
* Religion e profane deſpiſers of Go 
| ſe Bu, hay nog pan Lotd , WIT do loye the 
G: lipiſters and, Ordinances, erefery allis well. Ttell you,God- iſ | 
Tineſs is a hea Se » It goes. deep, an Spreads far :, unleſ; 
oe frame of yo 54 E and the drifts'of your courſe be 
nged, uns 3 yo ran OY g gn reftious,and unreſer- | 
.vedly deli werca lh ” ihe the Lord for all rimes, ' and conditions 
: ; Whatever be thecoſt, you re none of Chriſts,how far ſoever 
. 3 .Yol Ugo in cotaman workings and exrernal performances, Hear 
. > Theny O people, and ler nor profaneneſs fwallow youup : let if © 
. nor an almoſt Chriſtianity deceive you,orignorance' carry you iſ * 
.þ "Author r0, yr weigh Oh. the ongoand ren thouſands  ! 


ve been por oy .one of theſe? Ah how often have 

en Tarps Fa them, leaſt you ſhould ſplir againſt 
_ theſe dangerous; ocks. ' O Zeruſalem, Feruſalem, ſaid Chriſt, | © 
| wh O Taunton, Taunton, may I fay from him, how ofren? | + 
whocantell how pray would Gods ſervants have gathered | © 

. You, ;and you would nor ? many, very many of you, would 

> Not. "Bui will you n now 3 ? will you Jet come in? T forbea 
F | Orbear 
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forbeat once more, even. out of the Priſon to call after poor 


Sinners, and make one -tender of mercy more, O come to 
the Warers of Lite, waſh you,* make you clean; read - with 
diligent obſervation, the melrcing paſſages, Prov. 1. 22. to the 
end, Iſa. 1. 16,'21.' Iſa. 55. 6, 10. Oh obdurare Sinners, if 
none of rt;ieſe things move you ! 

Burt for you, whole very hearts are ſer againſt every fin, 
and aredelibcrately reſolved for God and Holineſs before all 
the'Wor1ds delight 3 -you that have experience of a thorow 
change , and.are brought to have reſpe& ro all Gods Com- 
mandments, who will have none but God for your happineſs, 
none bur Chriſt for your Treaſure , that muſt and will have 
him, come what will come, bleſſed are you cf the Lord : O 
happy Souls rejoyce in the Lord, and again, I ſay, Rejoyce : 


your Saviour, Live you a life of praiſe, you are highly 
faybured of the Lord , your Lines are fallen in a pleaſant 
place : only ſtick you faſt to your choice : Beware leſt any 
man beguile you of your reward : watch and keep your Gar- 
ments.abour you , left you walk naked; and men fee your 
ſhame, Many will be pjucking-ro pull you out of Chriſts 
hands ; bur the harder they pluck, the harder do you cling, 


| Goa yo Souls magnific rhe Lord, and your ſpirirs rejoyce in 


and cleave to him , and the berter hold faſt do you rake of 


him: Bleſſed is he that overcometh, 

'» And now rhe God of Heaven fi]l you all with himſelf, and 

oe all Grace to abound in you, and roward you, and rhat 
e-may be a Sun to comfort you, anda Shield of prote&ion 

ro you, and ſhine with his happy Beams of Grace and Glory 


'or-:you all ; Farewel in the Lord, Iam. 


—_—_ 


Tours in the Bonds of the Goſpel, 
JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
Angſt, 28. 1663. 
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To the Beloved People, tbe Inhabitants of the T own of 
Taunton, Grave and Peace : | 

Moſt endeared Chriftians, 
O tell you I-love -and long for you ſeems ſomewhat 
-. needleſs, - T cannot doubt of your confidence that you 
have a deep ſhare in my rendereſt affeRions : for this ler my 
Jabours among you; and rhe hazards for you ſpeak, rather 
that T ry ſelf. -Beloved,-I am, withour-a Complement the 
devoted ſervant of your ſouis proſperity,” and rhe intereſt of 
Chriſt-in you : may the Lord Jeſus be ſet' up higher-in yoor 
hearts ; may his nameever live in you,and"be magnified by 
' you, aridThave what Task. If chis work be not promoted a- 
mong'yov, TI ſhall account all my letters bur waſte Paper, ard 
all my ow but laſt labour.Brethren,T beſeech you, thar none 
of you live te your ſelves, for this weredire@ly ro croſs the 
very end of Chriſt's death': for therefore he died rhar you 
/. ſhould riot; live to your Telves, . = Cor: 5. 15. Oh live 10 kim 
that died for you! Fve to him that is the God of your life ! 
live to him rhat bought Four lives with rhe expenſe of his 
own! To him that Combe you from deſtrufion ; and-not 
only ſo, but bought your names into the eternal Inheritance, 
reſerved in the Heavens for you. Will a man be eaſily per- 
ſwaded to loſe his life ? how infinitely tender are men'here! 
And yer in the worſt ſence the moſt of men do loſe their 
Ives, yea, I-fſe them for nothing. Beloved, confider, I be- 
ſeech you, tEat life"1s loſt, that is not lived unto God. If you 
would nor loſe your lives that yon live,ſee to htm who js the 
end of your lives. Oh remember this, and reckon that day loſt 
which you have not lived unto God! Brethren, how great a 
$1 of our lives haye we really, alas! too too really leſt? I 
eſeech you take heed:: here you are carefhl 'abour many 
things , bur be beware that other things do not put out this 
which ſhould be the main of your cares, ro wit, the ſpend- 
ing your days and ſtrength for him rhar made you. Wculd 
It ct be dreadful for a man to find at laft when he comes 
| | to 
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(57) a” 
ro'his account with God, *thar his whole life,” or ar leaft the 
main of ir-had-been bur damnable-ſelf-ſceking. That'a man 
ſhould have ſa many years allowed him by-God,and he ſhonld 
at laſt be found'ro haye'been bit a falſe and- wicked ſervanr 
that had fer up*for himſelf with bis 'Mafters ftock,and aliena- 
ted his goods, 'and rurned then! to'his own uſe ? Well, that 
you may —— learri thegrand leffori of living unts God, 
take theſe Counſels. O ABLE OT ION ER ef 110 29G, 1 
Firſt, Settle 7t upon your beart that it 1s the ſum of all your 
buſineſs and -bleſſedneſs to live 'anto- God + *Tis your buſineſs ; 
for his pleaſure you are and* were created : what have you 
. E(ſe to do but to ſerve your Maker in your general and par- 
ricular Callings ? what was the Candle made for (faith one) 
burro be burnt? beloved; what elſe have you ſtrength for, 
/ but for God ? doth he maintain fervants,and ſhal}nort he look 
- for their Work? Would you! endare it that the ſervants that 
you find with meat and wages ſhould ſer up for themſelves, 
- that they ſhould ear your bread and all the while do their 
own work ?' beleyed, Gods ſervice is your buſineſs,” and he 
Made you and keeps you for'no other end; and it-is your 
bleſſednefs too. ' Labour ro be under the rooted convidion of 
this principle, thar your very happineſs lies in pleaſing and 
 honouring of God. Let the ſeaſe'of this live freſh upon your 
hearrs, and it will regulate your whole courſe,  ' 
+ Secondly, Remember what a dangerous, yea, damnable thing 
7t 1s to lzve your ſelves: To make it our main care and buft- 
neſs to pleaſe and gratifie our ſelves , or to have applauſe 
From and reputation with others,or to grow rich in the world, 
and greaten our ſelves and poſterity, is the certain evidence 
'of a graceleſs heart. And thoughrthe Godly do make God their 
' principle end in Rye they muſt know, that for ſo mach 
.of rheir lives as 15 ſpent beſides, this erid (which is too too. 
*much) they ſhall ſuffer loſs. . © jor 
* Thirdly, Laborr to beep alive upon your ſelves a deep ſenſe of 
-your ſtrong obligations to Good, Often think with your ſelves 
what a righteous, what a reaſonable thing ir is, that you ſhould 
With all that you have ſerve the Lord, Beloved, ſhall nor 
the Veſſel be for the uſe of the Porter that made it ? Shall 
, Not the ſervant Trade for h's - Maſter with whoſe goods he is 
entruſted ? do you not fe:ch all your bread from Gods door ? 
CD Is 


_ 
Is nor-he. the, Rock that -begar you ?.the Author of your be 
ing and well-being ? . is not. this, heithat can crucifie you or 
releaſe you? can ſave you or. damn youart his-plealure? Is ir 
nor from tim that you fetchevery breath ? your intereſt ob- 
liges you to pleaſe;-him.Why ſhould Belrſhargars charge be a- 
- Nainſt you? char:che Gad:in-whoſe hand your breath is, and 
whoſe are all ypur ways, you have not glorified, Da1.5.23. 
* Fonrthly, Do not only intend God as thegeneral end of your 
cour fe,but in every ſolemn attion.attually mind your end, Though 
a man need nat, cannot think.of his Journeys-end at every 
Rep s Jer-with care. he might come to this in every ſolemn 
agion,particularly and expreſly ro mind his end ; a man can- 
not (nor need he) think ar: every bir that he purs into his 
mouth,I will eat this for God:'yet he might every time he ſits 
down tohis Table, remember to. car and-drjnk, not to gratifie 
his fleſh,bur to glorifie God, .by getting ſtrengrh for his work. 
you cangor think, of it in every ſtep in your Journey.z bur 
without intending ſome glory to God by ſerving his will in 
your place and ſtation? and ſo in your viſits and labours. 
Fifthly, Every morning let this be. your firſt and firm reſolution, 
I will ſet {orth this day in the Name of God. Your firſt and laſt 
thoughts are-pf greateſt conſequence ; and therefore I adviſe 
you to. begin. and end with this : when ever you lie down, 
fay in your ſelves,I will make uſe of my Bed as an Ordinance 
God;thata Servant of his. may be refreſhed and fitted for 
his work : when-ever you rife -up,think I will ſpend this day 
for God,and follow the bufineſs of my calling,becauſe I am ſo 
appointed by, God, Z?ch. 10.12. And they ſhall walk up and 
down 1» bis. Name,ſaith the Lordg&c. | 
Beloveg, I deſign the ſweerneſs and comfort , as well as 
ſtri&neſs of your lives. Live to God as you are dire&ed,and 
you ſhall marvellouſly proſper in both. 1 ara nor ſure yer, 
whether or no I ſhall ſee you at the Aſſizes, which TI earneſt- 
ly defire to do,” I leave all things to our Fathers wiſe diſpo- 
fal, and commending you.to God, I divide my loves among 
you,and fo reſt : 
| Tours in the bonds of the Lord Feſus, 


From the Priſon at Jexlcheſter, | 
Nov. 14. 1663. JOS. ALLEINE., 
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'.. [Notivesto ſer our ſelves to pleaſe God. | 


T o my moſt Dearly Beloved, the Ser VANET of Chr ift 
#n Taunton, Grace and Peace. © 


... Aeſt:dear Chriſtians, ter: 

7 Our Priſoner in the Lord ſaluteth\you with all dearrefs': 
| you are the care of my heart, the defire of my Eyes, 
The joy of*my Bonds , and rhe ſweet of my -liberty. 'Tam 


'much ſatisfied in the wiſe diſpoſal of our Heavenly Father, 


'whether he-ſee'ir good for me'to be a Bond-man, or a Free- 
mar, ſo I may bur ſerve your Souls to the greateſt 'adveritage. 


Methinks1 begin' to feel in my ſelf, more than ever the bene- 


fit of your Prayers ; the irifluences, of Heaven, through the 
riches of Free-Grace (to which-alone be the Praiſe) being 
more fully ſenſible , and ſweet upon me, T hope the Lord 
will reſtore ns one to another in his time, much'berter rhan 
we parted;'' in. the mean time; (ee rhar you ſtand faſt in rhe 
hope of the Goſpel. The Lord'raketh infinire carefor you, 
ſee that ir be your care, rhe care of your very hearts,t pleaſe 
rhe Lord : Ser your hearrs to ir as the bufineſs of your 
lives, and rhe very end of your beings, to walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all well-pleating. Ser home on your ſclves ſuch 
conſiderations as theſe. | 

Firſt, It 7s the very buſine(s you were made for, and (ent into 
the world for, to pleaſe your Maher, For his pleaſure you are, 
and were Created. Why ſhould the Lord repent that he had 
made you? Gen.6.6. What treacherous and damnable falſhood 
is this, thar when the Lord hath given us Breath and Being, 
and ſent us into the World on purpoſe on his ſervice, we 
ſhould like falſe and wicked ſervants, fer up for our ſelves ? 
why ſhould yous Creator ſay, he hath made you in vain ? 
OY "LN Tn on Secondly, 
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.Secondly, If you. fot your hearts to _ the Lord,you ave [are 
you ſhall pleaſe him. Ir is not ſo with men, all the care inthe 
world will nor. ſuffice þ +; ane men..{ How often do 
Princes forſake their greateft Favourites? ſo thar if you ſer 
to pleaſe men -, you are not ſure toatrain your end, ax laſt ; 
yer rare four are fare not roattain it. Burif the Lord dorh 
ſec your vety hearts be ſer to pleaſe him;he will accept you, 
bugN. you come ſhore, 2 Cor,8. 12, Read thar ſweet paſſage, 

SEM: Foe <8 nt 4 
bf ge It will be a certain i of your ſencerity , when the 
pleaſing of the Lord is your greateſt buſineſs, Phil, 1. 20, To 
fuch the Promiſe runs , 1/a. 56. 4, 5. Ir is a diſtinguiſhing 
evidence, truly to ſeck and prize Gods favour , -more then 
Corn Wine, P/al. 4+ 6, Jo | x. e's qoe. 
_ Fourthly ,, Thzs wll ſet all zn order, and bring all your buſc- 
neſt to 4 Head, when you bave ſet down this as the one thing ne- 
ceſſarythat you are refolved to pleaſe the Lord, this will regulate 
your wholp [iyes,and bring all your. buſone(s into a little compaſs. 
A Chriſtian hath bur ove thing ro do in all conditions,and that 
is to carry it ſo in his preſent. ſtate , as that he may: pleaſe 
God. A man-pleafer ; Q how many hath he to pleaſe ' what 
an endleſs work hath ſueh.an one ro do? | | 
Fifthly, Confeder but how careful the Man-pieafing Paraſite, 
and time-ſerving Hypocrite 1s. to. pleaſe men : and ſhall not we 
zake as much. care. to pleaſe our God? oh how doth the flat- 
tering Courtier ſtudy the humour. of his. Prince !- be you as 
careful to ſtudy,and to be acquainted with the mind of God. 
What will not men do to ſcrew themſelves irito the fayour 
of the Wghty ? oh that you-were but as diligent, and un- 
wearied, and pungual in your endeayours,to get and to keep 

the favour of the Almighty ! by 

Sixthly, Confider whoſe favour oy diſpleaſure is of that conſe- 
quence to you, as the Lords is of. Whar if men. ſhould be an- 
gry with you, have they the Keys of Hell,and of Death ? no, 
no, fear them not. Can they undo your- ſouls ? .can they ſend 
you to Hell? Alas they cannot, See that you dread his diſ- 
leaſure that can. Alas what will their favour avail you ? 
if they be pleaſed,can they ſtand berween:the Wrath of God 
and you? can they pardon your fins ? {ave your ſouls ? ſc- 
cure your Eternal! concernments ? where is all there fayovr 
Or 


(.&D)) 
or good will, when they or you come to die ? It will nor be 
worth a Ruſh when moſt needed, Therefore beloved Bre- 
theen, whatever-you-do keep in with God. Reſolve -uponir, 
He muſt be pleaſed, though all the World be diſpleaſed. Ler 
it be enough to you to have his good will : = this be the 
One thing that you bend your ſelves to ſeek, and if you ſet ro 
ſeek ir, you may be ſure to find ir. The Meſſenger ſtays 
for me, and ſo Emuft here ſhur up my Letter, ;as Fud? doth 
| his. Te Beloved, building up your ſelves in your moſt holy Faith, 
Praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep your ſelves 7n the love 'of God, 
looking for the*Mercy of our Lord Feſus Chrift unto Etirnal life. 
Unto his Grace I commend. you. all , and ſhall add nothing 
but ro ſhare my loves among you, and ſo reſt, 
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Moſt degy Friends, and Brethres, t 
Ani now a Priſoner of the Lord for you Gentiles ; and 
therefore have ſent theſe few Lines , to beſeech you by 
theſe Bonds which I gladly endure for your ſakes , to hold 
farth {/aþHhdld' faſt rha(Propfeſſion of your Faith withour 
waycring.' "The Lord make you ſtedfaſt in the Holy Do- 
arine wherein you have be 


ber that by the ſpace of eight years, I ceaſed notto warn you 
every one, and kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
you ; but have taughr you publickly , and from Houſe to 
Houſe ;.. warning.every.man , and teaching every man that 
I mighr preſent every man perfe& in-Chriſt Jeſus. Oh thar 
Impenitent ſinners would yet remember the Invitations, and 
the obſecrations, and the obteſtations; that they have had ! 
have they not been ſoughr unto? have they not been intreated? 
have they nor been followed from rhe Publick, to their own 
Houſes ? hath not the Word beeni brought 4 their Doors ? 
Hath.nat Mercy wooed them ? have they nor been called un- 
der rhe Wings of Mercy? And yet they would not. Oh 
that rhey would confider it now in the latter days ! Fer: 
23. 20, Oh thar they would remember , and repent, that 
there might be yet an after Harveſt ! That they would yer 
come in and live ! Are you yet willing to turn ? hear how 


Wiſdom calls after you , Prov. 11. How long ye ſimple ones. 
will 
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, cavghr., 1 have. not ſhunned, 
ro declare unto you the while Counſel of God: O'rremem: 


RY aAY OH mw .”» wa ith. a +}. 


{ 


will you love ſimplicity, and.fvols bate. knowleage': tin you at 


my tepranf. But.if they will ner hear, good were ir for them 
that they had never been botn : Ir ſhall be:more, and berter 
for Sodom and Gomorab, then for them. . © - ©: | 


longer ſafe than rheſe can preſerve me ; when I muſt ler go 
my Inregrety or my ſafery ,. I will choſe the danger rather 
than the fin: and yet will nevey doubr but my Integrity will 
fave me harmleſs, and prevent me for eyer coming offa 
Loſer. Never perſwade me that that man doth chooſe wiſely 
or 


(6); 


ot will. confulr his own-ſafery \.that runs upon. the diſples- 


ſure of the. infirire: God, who is2 devouring fire, to'flie the 
_ danger of mans-diſpleaſure.' Didryou everrread''or hear of 
a man ſo mad as to runupots the-ſwords point) to avoid the 
(cratch:of a Pin2; or xo runupen roaring Canon;rather than 
indanger hjsbeivg werſhad/?- why his is: che beſf wiſdom of 
the-diſtragied World;: whowill frrrather than'fuffer,and ro 
fave themſelves darmileſs.n rhe; World:, will ron upon Ged, 
—_— his neck; and the thick-Boſles of his Buckler; 70b 
195::295265 2 f2%: ATE 35 Gu 2397 e © $16 

"Thirdly, Holineſs will be found: w be your real happineſs : 
Ear of this Tregzand you ſhalſ:brindeed as God: Godlinels is 
Gods likewiſe. The beaury of Holineſs is this: very Image 3 
Sit is thediſeaſe of which holineſs is the Cure. Pride. is the 
Timpany , paſſion the: Feavour:of the' mind ; how reſtieſly 
Taging is the mind-where rhey reign ? holineſs, hamitiry,meek- 
neſs, are a Preſent eaſe, apreſenrCure, if the Patient can take 
bur enough; ?\:O what peace and: tranquility doth Holineſs 
work in the Mint ! Great peace have they that love' thy Com- 
manaments., - and nothing ſhall offend them, P(alm'119. 165. 
Read 1/a. 48.-18, 22, and 26.3. and 34. 17. Holineſs will be 
a-Treaſure-of Riches , am. 2. 5. and a Crown of honour, 
Adts 17: 11, aParadiſe of Pleaſure ro you, Prov. 3.17. Ina 
word, holineſs is the perfe&ionw of mans nature, Heb. 12.21. 
the Communication of the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1.4. the 
earneſt of Glory, Matt. 5. 8. and the very Entrance of Hea- 
| ven, Phil. 3. 20, | OE: | 

- Ler me ſay now to evety one of you , as our Saviour to 
Martha, Fobn11.26. Believed thox this ? Tf you do, live like 
Believers ;, and do you follow after Holineſs as others follow 
their Trades, or Studies, Ler Religion be your buſineſs, and 
rot a thing by the by with you : follow as hard upon the 
purſuit of Grace, as if you did indeed believe riches and 
honour were in ir. Count your ſelves weit, as long as you 
keep within the line of your duty. Let holineſs fit in your 
Lips, and ſeaſon all your Speech with grace. Profels it, 
own it, plead: ſtoutly and reſolve for ir , be you Advocates 
for Holineſs; in an Adulrerous and wicked Generation, wear 
it as a Robe of honour, when the ſpightful World caſt 
the dung of their Reproaches at you for it : ler it diwcil 
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in your Hearts : Let it adorn yout Houſes : Let it be yout 
Companion. in yout Clcſets: Let it Travel with You iff your 
Journies :+ Let it Lie down and Rife up with You: Let it 
c>ſ: your Eyes .in the Evening, and call You out of your 


Beds in the Morning. Be You the Votaries of Holineſs : 
Keep-Her, and She thall Keep You, 


Sn _- 


I ſball clofe with my* Loves to You all, onely becauſe I 
know You loye to hear of my Well-fare: I muſt tell You 
that” Goodneſs and Mercy do follow - me perpetually every 
Day, and every Night, Glory to God in the hicheft, Deat 
brethren, Fare you well in the Lotd, I am 


Your Devoted Servant in the (0 of- 
| pel, : whether F4 Bond-Man, 
or A F r ee lp: 


tom-the Ptifon at Fucl- | 
 thefter, Decemb. 3. 
1 663, 


. Maſt Dearly Beloved, | : Ex 

This was intended for you a Week foonet then it comes. 
o be- Communicated, - I purpoſely Write in the middle of 
be Week, / that'if any Opportunity be juddenly offered, L 
ay haye ſomewhat ready for Yau : But laſt Week I failed 
{x Conveyance, I ſhall not add any thing further now, bur 
bat T ſhall follow my Counfels with my Prayers, and ſhall 
e an hurble Interceilor night and day before God for You 3 
[0him I commend: You, and to the Word of his Grace, 


Remaining-Tours while I am, 
F. A, 
( eY Let4 
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LETTER XIX. 
[. Try. 2. Rejoyce.] = 


Tothe moſt Loving, 'and beſt Beloved, the Flock, of 
' © Chriſt in Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


| Hoſt endeared Friends, 


AY heart is ſolicitous f.x You : Your Spiritual and E. 

A. ternal welfare is the matter of my deſires and deſigne, 
Let'not my Beloved think they were forgotten by me , be. 
cauſe,yqu heard not from me the lat Week : fleep depart. ſou 
ed front my eyes to write to you at*large ; but in the motr. | 
ing I.concluded it beſt, to. defer the imparting of it to Youſſou 
for afeafon, that you might haye it a better way, Can a ws. 
man forget her Child, that ſhe ſhould” not have.compaſſiuſſow 
on the Son of her Womb > Yea, they may fcrget z but Chrilfſpon 
will earneſtly remember You ſtill, Natural Parents may bÞcal 
{> far unnatural ; ſpiritual Parents may be fo far carnal, as we 
forget their own Children : -L would haye you count nothinWpy 
gs certain bur Chriſts love and: care. This you. may built! 
upon :.' You need. not fear leſt time and diſtance ſhould weanſſtta 
out the remembrance of you with him :- Your names are in Mi, 
rolled in the eyerlaſting Decrees of Heaven, and a whole £11 
ternity hath not-been. able to wear them our, Do any ofÞ:iet 
you , Queſtion whether you are ſo happy - as to haye youpeo 
Names xecorded aboye 2 I ſhall bring it to a ſpeedy jfue : Df Ca: 
you , Queſtion whether Chiiſt hath taken your Names 2 Whe. be 
ther you are upon his heart 3 Let me ask you, Is Heaven up: Nc 
your. Hearts > 1s the Name of Jeſus deeply engraven uponſÞer, 
your Souls > Is his Image and Superſcription there > If youſgalur 
can find that Heaven js the main of your cares, that yon? wo 
hearts are ſet upon itag your home and your Countrey ; ani ?. 
that” it is your greatbuſigcls to ſeek it and to ſecure it, thegſÞed, 


1: 
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Names are unqueſtionably written in Heaven, Ag2ijs, hath 
hrift recctded his Name in your-hearts > Is the Name of 
Fas the Beloved name with you. > precious above 3] ; next 
ofour Hcatis ? Is there no other Name under Heaven f{:» 
ext and ſweet to you > What tcom hath Ckriſt in you > If 
ny. thing be deeper in your hearts than he js, you ate un- 
und, As the Father hath given him, {> do your hearts give 
ima Name abcye every Name : Is Chrilt uppermoit with 
Uh your cſtimaticns and aFeRions > Then rejcyce ard 

+ 4; joy, fer your Names are moſt preticus with Chriſt, 
is Name be above all dear to Ycu, Once mcte , hath 
briſt drawn our his own fimilittide upcn You? Is Chriſt 
thi Y ou > doth he dwell in your Hcarts > Then be fure 


ns | 
Mo have a rocm in his heart : The Image cf Criſt is in he- 
.Wids, Is this that which yout very heatts are {2t upon > Do 


outhirft for Holineſ, > Do You follow af ter Helincſs 3 Do 
u prize it above all Prcfſperity and werldly Greatnef, > Do 
Whate every fin and Jong to be rid ct it as your molt 1tk=- 
ve burden > and rf: all Gods means againft it os far as you 
ow them > If it be thus with you, Chriit hath ſer his ſtamp 
on-your hearts, and {2 you may be f re he hath fer You as 
ea] upon his heart, | | | 

Rejoyce then, O Chriſtians, ard ble{; yout foives in the 
py priviledge that you have, in being under Chriſts care; 
ar nor little Flock ; Stronger is hz th+:. is wich yer, than 
that is againit you { What though Saran ihouvid raiſ2 ail 
Mizitia againſt you, aubere 10 Chtiſt jn a patiert dcing and 
ering his pleaſure, and he ſhall ſ--ire por. : The I.cru will 
ferſake you, becarſ- it hath pleaſqd the Lord to make you 
people : God hath enttuſted you Lich his Son : Yeu ate 
DeſſCare and his Charge : Many will be lifting at you, many 
heÞW be phicking at you, ut fear not, you 11441] nur Fe mo— 
, None thall pluck you out cf 'Chlrijits hard, he hath all 
er, Mar. 28,8, Can Omnivortence ſecire you 2 He is all 
aſures, Col. 2, 2, Can urſ:archable Riches ſufice yeu 3 


vo. word , he is all Fuin«fs, C9, 1, 21, Can af Coment 
: $ . ff } ' i 
an? Can Fulncfs till you 2 if {o, you ar2 blef2d and thaitke 


the! o 


(ez) Be 


ever doubt, if your hearts be  chicfly upen Heaven, yeur 
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_ Beloved, We If: unutterably. for want of conſiderin 
for want of yiewing our own Priviledges, and Bleſſcdref 
.O Man, is Chriſt thine, and yet doſt thou live at a Jow rat 
and Comfort > Is thy name written in Heaven, and yy 
doſt thou'not: rejoyce > Shall the Children of the Kingdon 
-the Candidates of Glory,. the choſen Generation, 'the Rey; 
Prieſthood, be like other men> Q Chriſtians, Remember wh 
..and whence you are, confider your Obligations, put on a bet 
ter pace ; Beſtiryour flves, run 'and wreſtle, and be ftroy 
for the Tord of Hoſts ( and earneſtly, yet peaceabh] 
contend for the. Faith ' once delivered to his Sains 
What ſhall we make nothing of all that God hath ſaid a 
done for us > Chriſtians, ſhall he that hath gotten ar inric 
jng Office boaſt of his Booty > or he that hath obtained 
Kings Patent for an Earldome, glory.in his Riches apd Hi 
nour > And ſhall the Grant of Heaven fignifie little wil 
thee >> Or Chiifts Patent for thy Sonſhip and Partnerfh 
- With himfelf be like a Cypher > Shall Haman come home try 
the Banquet with a glad heart, and gloryivg in the greaii 
neſs of his-Riches, -the multitude of his Children, and: 
the things wherein the King had promoted him aboye t 
Princes * And ſhall we turn oyer our Bibles and read t 
Promiſes, and find it under Gods own hand, that he inte 
the Kingdome for us, that he will be a Father to ns, thatt 
giyes and grants all his infinite perfe&tions to us, and j 
not be moyed > Beloved Chriſtians, live like your ſelves, 
the World ſee that the Promiſ:s of God , and Priviledges 
the Goſpel are not empty ſounds, or a meer Crack, :T<ctt 
erendy cheerfulneſs and the reſtleſs diligence, and the le 
Iy raiſedneſs of your Converſations prove the reallity, all 
celkency, and beauty of{your Religion to the World, F 
get not your Priſoner, Labovr earneſtly for me in yo 
Prayers, who' am night and day labouring - and ſuffer 
for you, I can nevcr bleſs God enough for his moſt tender 
indulgent care for you, which appears ſo wonderfully Wo 
his Fatherly Prote&tion, and his Father]y Provifion, See tf 
you receive not the Grace of Gcd in vain, Remember v 
trembling, that of our Lord, To whom much #5 gi;en of apo 
much ſhall be required, With my moſt Dear Loves 
' 
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x 1all, I commend you to your Father and my Father, your 


rin 
God and -my God, remaining 
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Yours in all manner of Obligations, 
JOS. ALLEINE. 


From the Prifen at Juelcheſter, 
January 2oth, 1663. : 
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LETTER XX, 


[The Felicity of Believers. Pp 


ueWoche moſt Beloved People, the Servants of God mm 


wy Taunton, Sa/vatiog: 
1 | 
res, | 


oe Loft endeared Chriſtians, 

et Eo 

hc if -Have Jonged and waited for a little breathing time, where- 
y, WL in I might write unto you, but I have been opprefſed 


itherto with ſo many cares, and ſuch a throrg of buſineſs, 
hat till now ( and ſcarcely now ) I have had no time cf re- 
ration, wherein I might ſufficiently refle& on you, or my 
Welt, But although ſv great a part of Tawyton be tranſlated 
o'Fmelchefter with me, yet I may not, I cannot ferget you that 
xe behind, 
TY Alas poor Tauntoy, how ſhould I bewail thee ! did I look 
pon thee onely with the Eye of ſerſz, Alas ! for thy 
onted Liberties , for thy fcrmer plenty , and variety 
Wikerewith the Lord hath blefſ:d thee > He had 
(£3) ſpread 


nN ye 
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"LIN: | 
Forged 2 Table fcr thee in the midſt of thine Enemies ; Brea 
_ Hath'been given thee, and thy Waters have been fue : Bu 
now a Pamine ſ-ems to threaten thee, and the Comfcrter 
that ſhould relieve thy ' Soul arefar from thee, Thy Shey. 
heardsare removed. Thou ſeſt not thy Signs, nor-thy Pry. 
phets, and thy wonted helpers are now diſzbled fr:m Giving 
thee ſupplies, Alas, how do. thine Enemies triumph , and 
thy Teachers and thine Inhabitants are become their Cay. 
tives ! and how great is the Cy of thy Poor, and thine oy. 
preſſed ! | : 
Suchawould be the Language of Senfe, if that were ſuffer. 
ed to be the Speaker, But Faith will ſpeak in another Diz 
le&. And therefore amongſt my cther Counſels, that I {ll 


» 


i-nd you, this ſhall be the firft, 

Judge nat of. the preſ:znt Providences, by the conduR 
Serſ:, butt by, the eye of Faith, 'Faith will ſee that we ar 
then moſt Homies when we are moſt yilified , and re: 
proached, and #:t at-nogght for the fake of Chriff 3; and thi 
we are then moſt happy, when the Wcrld hath done its wal 
to make us m:\-rable. Faith will tell you, thar GOD is be 
very preſent help, when you ſzem quite to fail of Help ; and 
will thew you the Well of Water, that is near, when the wi 
Water in the Bottle is g_— What though you ſeem «© " 

: an 
his 


SB AaAPDO ©.9,. my 27> =. 5. $2. <=. My = >. Oc 


fit 


ave loſt Mjniſters,.- Husbands, Friends fer a Sezf0 > Faith 
will tell you, that tlftey are well beſtowed, and that it wil 
be both your, and their Adyantage, in the Day of Retr. 


bution, | | W [9 
Prethren, what are you for > Are you for the prcſ-nt Weri Wl » 
or for that to come > Arc you for your Tempecral enjoj-!? 


ments, cr do yeu ſzek for Glory, Honour, and. ImmortaliW 7? 
ty > If you are for this Werld, ' you haye made a yery impru- 
dent chcice, jn taking up the Profeflton of Godlineſs and 
cleaving to and owning the hated ways of the Lord z But 1! 
you are for Glory, and tor Eternity, then be of good Cheor,ll 
thefe things do make for us, You ate Witnetles how cftcn IN” 
have to} you of theſe things, and I can ſy with the - Apoitie, 
I believed therefore have I ſpoken, and therefore T.am n6- 
thing moyed with all thcſ2 things, nor with the things tb! 
do. yet further abide me. I believed, and therefore I told 
you, that you ſhould never be loſers by Feſws Chriff, Ne!) Ver 
| - GU - 


"2 EY. rp 
doTſay T told it you, You know the Lord Tcſvs Chriſt hath 
thewed you, that the Perf:cuted are doubly ble.ied ; that 
on {ſuch ſhould rejoice, and. leap for joy, becauſ: great is their 
{Reward in Heaven, Hath not God ſaid, that if we ſuffer 
-oMwith him we thall alſo Reign with bim ; and that theſe hght 
Maflictions work for us a weight of Glory > And if this be 
true, I pray yon, tell me whether GOD heth not dealt wel] 
with us in counting us worthy of this little Tribulation for 
his Name > Indeed the Sufferings is bur little ;. but verily the 
 Mkeward will not be little, I know whom I have truſted : 1 
am well aſfured the Glafle is turned up, and ever hour reck- 
oned of our -impriſ»nment, and every Scorn and Reproach 
of our Enemies is kept in Black and White, I believe, there- 
foredo.I ſpeak; GOD is infinitely tender of us, my Bre- 
thren, though a Puor and deſvicable Generation, I value 
not.the pop-gun threats ef a frowning World ; *tis well with 
vs, we are GODS Favourites, Come by Beloved ; let us 
fit down under his Shadow : Here is ſafety, and reft, if God 
be for us, who can be againſt us « Verily he Bottles all ovr 
Tears, and tells all our Wandrings.: He numbers. all our hairs, 
whcDever toucheth us ſhall not be Innocent, Know you 
not that we are the Apple of his Eye 2 Hath not he reproved 
the greateſt for his Peoples ſikes, frying, reproach not mine 
anointed > And fo we forget how he loved vs, Are not we 
bis Jewells > Doth he not own us for his Members, for his 
Chiidr2n > | o-” 

Ah what a Block doth Unbelief make of man > What, do 
you think that all this doth fignifie nothing > Clin you forget 
your Children > Will you ſafer your Jewells to lie in the 
Dirt, or make.ng reckoning of them whether they are loſt 2. 

Verily Iawrite not this. without ſhaming refle&ious upon 
My owa ſtupidity, What, Beloved of God, adopted by 
iſ God ! What, a Member of Chriſt Jeſus! A veſſel of Mer- 
\ &Y! Anhcir of Glory > What, and not yet ſvyallowed up in 
le, be f-af2 of Gods inhwite Jove ! Bluith, Oh my Soul, and be 
0-0 <nfounded before the moſt High, 8 cover thy face with thame. 
1: © I remember what the Heathen Sexeca writes, ctſcrving the 
vo expreflions of Gods loye to man in his common Providence ; 
Verum eft, uſu in delicis amamur, that is, it is a very txuth, 
col #- are beloved of God even as his darlings, 

' (e4) My 
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_ My Brethren, Have-Faith in God:. Believe his Promiſes : 
Walk in the ſenſe of his love, Comfort your ſelves in Gods 
Jove towards You, under all the hatred and envy of men, 
and the centradi&ion' of finners that You meet with; Be 
Rrong and of a good courage, God is for .You, Be aſſured 
that he that walketh upri tly, walketh ſurely : Forſake not 
the aſſembling of Tole. Elees together, Now ſee that You 

ak often to one ancther, and build up each other in 
the holy Faith, God knows TI cannot do for you, as I would; 

I would haye been larger to You, but I cannot, My mof 

.dear Loves I defire You to ſhare among you, I am greath 
Yours, The Peace that. paſſethall Underſtanding keep your 
Hearts and minds, Iam _- 


Yours to ſerve, you and for yu 
with all readineſs of mind, 


JOS. ALLEINE. 


From the Prifon at Fuclchefter, 
4 July 28th. 1665, 


LETTER XX]. 
: © [What do you more than others ? ] 


| To the moſt Dearly Beloved, the Servants in Taun- 
* ton, Grace and Peace. | 


Aft loving and entirely Beloved, 


4 M7 Ou are a great Joy to me, I know not what thanks 
| . to render to the Lord for you, when I hear of your 

'Conſtancy, and Fidelity, and Zeal, in adhering to him, and 
bis Ways, even in ſach a time as this, you are highly favour- 
ed, Bleſſed . be the Lord God of Iſrael, that he hath regard- 
ed the low Eſtates of his Servants: That he ſhould ever 
Indulge you as he hath, and Hoyer over you, even as the 
Eagle ſtirreth up hgr Neſt, and fluttereth over her Young, 
freadeth abroad her Wings, taketh them, beareth them on 
her Wings, for ſo hath the Lord your God dealt with You : 
He hath kept you as the Apple of his Eye, and fince the 
Streams-. of Cherith were dried up, yet to this day he hath 
not ſuffered the handful of Meal to waſt, ncr the Oyl in 
the Cruſ> to fail, but (though you have no certainty to truſt 
to) hath continually provided for you to the full, How 
ſhould T love and bleſs the Lord for this his great Grace to- 
wards you, while I live! Now I beſeech you my Brethren, 
that” you conſider the Kindneſs of the Lord ; for the Lord 
your God is he- that careth for you, and that you Tove the 
Lord your God, and fear him for ever, for he is your Lite, 
and 7 Length of your Daics, And as Fob had a holy fear 
of his Children, leaſt they thonld havye- offended : So my 
moſt dearly Beloved, I am jealous of you with a Godly jea- 
Joufie, - left any of you ſhould receive this Grace of God in 
ain, IT muſt not ceaſe to put you in mind, that God doth 
look for no ſmall matters from You, Remember my -_ 
cndcat- 
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endeared Charge, that the Lord doth Jook for fingular things 
from you, that there be not a barren Tree, nor a Dwatt 
Chriſtian among you ; where the Lord doth ftrow much, he 
Jooks to gather much ; and where. he ſoweth much, he ex- 
_ to reap-accordingly. Whoſe account my. Beloved, i; 

ike to be {> great as yours > O look about you, and think of 
the Maſter coming to Reckon with you for his Talents ; when 
he will expe& no ſmall. increaſe, Beloved, what can you 
do > How much are you grown > What ſpoil have you.made 
ypon your'Corguptions > What progreſs in Grace > 

Suppcſz Chriſt ſhould put that awakening Queſtion to you, 
What do you more than others > Beloved, God doth expet 
more of his People, than of-any others in the World beſides: 
And well he may, For © | 

Firſt, He hath beftowed more on them thaw on others : Noy 
where much is given, much ſhall be required ; Can you 
think of; that without trembling > He hath beſtowed *on them 
| Gngular Love more than on others ; dy only have I knouy 
of all the Families ons Earth, He hath a diſtinguithing Love 
and Favour for his People, and he 16oks that his Love ſhould 
be a conſtraining Argument to Obedience, - Again he hath 
Jaid out a ſingular care on his People, yacre than on others: 
He ours for no man, for nothing in all'the World, . in com- 
pariſ>n of them. He reproveth Kings for, their fakes, Hz 
will give Nations, and : Kingdomzs tor their Rarſome, So 
precious are they in his fight, and {> dearly Beloved, that 
he will give men for them, and People for their Lite, He 
withdraweth not his Eyes from the Righteous, he will not 
.indure them out of his fight, The Eyes of the Lord ar: 
upon the Righteous, and firit the Eye of his more accu: 
Ol ſ-rvation : God can wink at others as it were, and 0v*:- 
look what they do with little notice, but he hath a moſt cu- 
rious eye upon his People, he marketh their ſteps,an\l booketh 
their words, he wihiherd their Actions, and pondereth all 
their goings, And thould not they walk mor? cautjoul!y, 
and ctzarily, than any alive, that are under ſo exaR and cu- 
rious an Eye > Secondly the Eye of ſpecial Care, and Pro- 


retiov, Behold the Eye of the ord is upon them thar car | 


him, I will gaide. thze with mine Ey2: And ſhould not 
they be infiniceiy tender and careful how to pleaſ2 tize 1.41, 
Wile 
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who. have his ſingular Care laid out on them >. Inſhort, God 
hath beſtowed on them. ſingular Prjviledges more. than 
others : Theſe are a peculiar Treaſare to him above all Peo- 
ple, a Kingdome of Prieſts, an Holy Nation, a ſingular ſepa. 
rated People;—rthey dwell alone, they are diverſ> trom all 
Peopke :. When the whole World ſies in wickedneſs, theſe are 
Called and Chcſ:n, and Faithful, Waſhed and juſtified, 
and SanGtified in the Name of the Lord Jcſas, and by the 
irit of our Gcd, The reſt are the Refrſ: : Theſe the Jew. 
es: Thc{: are taken, and they are left, Shall not Geds 
Prieſts be Cloathed wi.h Righteoufaeſs, and ſhall not Princes 
Live above the yate of Peaſants? 
"Secondly, He hath intrufted them wwith more than others : 
Not onely with the Talents of his Grace (fcr the increaſe 
whereot they muſt give a ſtrict account) bur a:ſo with the 
ewel of his Glory, How tenderly ſhould they walk, that 
te entruſted with fach a Jewel > Remember, your Makers 
Glcry is bound up in yorr fruitful walking, 
Thirdly, He haih qualified them more than others, He hath 
put into them a Principle of Life, having quickned them to-- 
Fther with Chritt, He hath (et up a Light in their Minds, 
when others lic in Darkneſs, He hath given them other Aids, 
than others have, even his Spirit to help their Infirmities, 


when others lie like Veflels that are Windvound, 'and can; 


not ſtir. ; 

Fourthly, He hath provided for them other manncy of things 
this jor others, Thelz are the little Klock to whem it 
is his good pleaſare to give the Kingdom ; great are the 
preparations for them, The Father hath prepared the King- 
dome for them trom the Foundations of the Worid : The 
yon is gone to Heaven on purpoſ2 to | emo a piace for 
them : The Spirit is preparing them, and making th.m meer 
to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 1a Light : 
And thould theſe be like oiber People > 

Brethrzn beJoved, God and Men do expe you ſhon!d do 
more than others, ſ-2 that that you be indeed fiwgiildr, For 
"1, If you do no more fur God than cthers, he wili ao 
more againſt you then others : Tow onely have I known, there- 


T fore will T puniſh you, The barrn Tree in the Vinyard mult 


down, wh-rzas had he beea in th? Commoa te might haye 
kood 
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ftood muck” longer. God looked for Grapes from his Vine- 
yard, on which he had beſtowed ſuch "Care and Coſt mcre 
than crdinary, but when they bring forth wild Grapes, he 
will lay them waſte in a worſe manner than the Forreſt, 
When Chriſt came to the Figg-tree ſeeking Fruit, and met 
with none, he Curſt it from the Root, whereas had it been 
a Thorn or Bramble, it might have ſtood as before. 

2. If youdo no more than others, you muſt look for no 
more. than others : If you ſhould put off God with a common 
Obedience, you mil expe to be put off with common 
Mercies. - : | 

3. Exfept youdo more than others, God will be diſho- 
noured more by you . than others, 


« $1 opt. ing. <4 , 
” 


\ - 
\ 


I have been too Jong with you, but I am earneſtly deſi. 


xous you ſhould be ſ:nfible of Gods extraordinary ExpeCta- 
tions from you. And truly, as God looks for more from his 
own than others, ſo he looks for more from you than others, 
even of bis own, becauſ2 that he hath done more : See that 
you be ſhining Chriſtians, that you be ſtrong in the Grace 
of God : that you preſs toward the Mark, But I muſt con. 
clude ; 1 give my Loves among you all, being able to add no 
more, but that Iam 


, 


' T4Y Tours un fervent Lowe 
and Lonoings, 
JOS. ALLEINE, 


From the Priſon at Fuelchefter, 
Famuary 2, 1663. 
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LETTER XAIL | 
[Chriſtian Care, Faith, Self-denial. 1 


To the moſt Beloved People, the Servants of God in 
& Taunton, Salvation: ; 


7 Loſt endeared Chriſtzans, 


| T He reaſon why my Letters have not of late corn! ſo thick 
-& as formerly to you, is not becauſe I forger to loye you, 
:and to care for you ; but becauſe I have been bufily takerr up in 
other Labors of ſundry kinds for you. I am yours, and love to 
beſo, being ambitious not to have dominion over your faith, 
but to be 4 Aro of your Joy. Chriſts Officersare ſo your Ru- 
_ bers in the Lord, 'as yet to Preach not themſelyes, . but the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift,and themſelves your Servants for Jeſus ſake. 
I have no greater felicity under God, than to ſerve the good 
of Souls, Brethren beloved, How fares it with your Souls > 
Are they in Health > Do they proſper > I. wiſh your Tem= 
poral proſperity, It is a joy to me to hear when your Trade 
doth-Hlouriſh : But theſe are bur very little things if we look 
inte Eternity. Brethren, my' ambition for-you is, that you 
ſhould be Cedgrs among the Shrubs, that from you ſhould 
found out the Word of the Lord, and that in every place 
your Faith to God-ward ſhould be ſpread abroad, That 
Taunton ſhould be asa Field that the Lord hath blefſed : 
That you ſhould not onely have the Name, but the Spirit, 
Life, Power, Heat, Growth, Vigour of Chriſtianity among 
you, Let not Taunton onely have the Name to live, and be 
noted for the Profeſſion of Religion, bur ſee to it my Bre- 
thren, that the Kingdom of- God be with you : Oh that every 
one of your Souls might be a Iemple of God ! Oh that every 
one of your Families might be a Church of God ! _—_ 
| log 
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book to it, that-evety one that nameth th Name cf Chrift | 


among You.do depart from Iniquity, fecret as well as open, 
of the Heart as well as of the Life. Let no man , think that 
to make an cut-cry upon the Wickedneſs of the Times, and 
to be of the Profeſſing Party, will ſerve his turt 3 many go 
to Hell in the company of the wjſe Virgins. That no man 
may be a-Self-deceiwer, -let every man be a Self-Searcher, He 


that keeps no Day-Book in-his Shop; and no Aceount, no 


Record in his*Corſcjence, his Eftate and his Soul will thrive 
both alike) * Buloyed; I world that You ſhould femember 
whither You are 2 goivg, , If a. man be after a few Months 
to be Tranſported into another, Countrey, never to Return 
more, he will ſ:nd .over whatever he- can, and make the bei 
Proviſion that he may againſt he cemes into another Coun. 
trey, Pear Brethren, You are Strangers and Pilgrims here, 
and. haySbur'a'few Months abode in this Countrey, 1:e that 
you. Trafftique::much -with' Heaven, |Chriſt is ovr Common 
FaRor,::O {end: over to him what ns you cah, Give 
Alms plentifuliy/Pray continually, be much- in Meditation 


ant Confidezation'; Reckon* with your ſelves daily : Walk 


with God ci:Yout Callings : Do all the Duties of _ Re- 
lations as.untotGod': Live- not one day to your ſelves, but 
unto: Chriſt:: 'Set forth continually in his Name, ſo ſhall you 
be continually: Tranſporting Into another World, and laying 
up Trezſure: mifeaven': And O the blefſed Store that You 
ſhall'find-there-after a few Years diligence in ſuch-a holy 
Coutf::!-Beloyed; while You are here in this Wcrld, You 
are butlike a Merchants Ship in a ſtrange Port, the day for 
your Return :is #:t, and- You are to itay no longer then il! 
your Fraightciszeady.” Be wiſe, know your ſeaſon, improve 
your -time,. You are made or mar'd fcr ever, as You ſpecd 
in this one; Voyage. There is no returning again-to this Coun- 
trey to'mend:a bad Market, God will call in all his Talents, 
Time ſhall be-rio longer, Oh2come in,come and buy now while 


the Market is open, that You that want may have Grace, and 


You that baye may have it more abundantly, Go and plead 
with the-Lord Jcſus, that.he hath bid You come, buy and cat 
without Many,and without Price;that he hath counſe}led You 
to. come :byiy ;of him Gold, Raiment, and Eye-ſalve ; tell 
Hyun You axe come according to his call, and wait upon _ 

/ vi 
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for Grace, for Righteouſneſs, for Light and InſtruQion: Lay 
 Þf hold on his Werd,. plead ir, live you it ;_ he 4s werthy to 
be Believed, worthy to be Truſted, go out cf your ſelves 
to him, unlearn your ſelves, There is a threefoold Foot that 
Carnal-ſelf ſtands .upon, our own Wiſdome, our own Righte= 
ouſneſs, our own Serength, theſe three Feet muſt be Cur off, 


j 
| Wand we muſt learn to have no ſubſiſtence in our ſelves bur - 
) 


only in Chrift, and to ſtand only on his bottom, Study 

the excellent Leſſon of Self-denial, Self-annihilation, F4 

wie: Chriſtian is like a Vine that cannot ſtand of it ſelf, bur is 
* Muholly ſupported by the Prop it leans on, Ir is no ſmall 
 Wthing. to , oa our ſelves to be nothing, of no might, of no 
 Wyorth, of no undetftanding, nor reality ; to look. upon our 
| Wſclves as helpleſs, worthleſs, fooliſh empty ſhadows. - This 
holy Littleneſs is a great matter; when we find that all our 


» {Minyentory amounts to. nothing but Folly , Weakneſs, and 
 WBeggery ; when we ſet down our Selves for Cyphers , .gur 
| {Gain for loſs, our:Excellencies for very. Vanities, then we 
: all learn to 4iye like Believers, A true Saint is like a Glaſs 
1 Wuithour a Foot, that ſet him where you. will, is ready tofall 
' | | 


I way tillyou ſet him to a Prop : Let Chriſt be the only 


t 1d Nullified, and ſee all cemelineſs to be but as a withered 
| {Wlower, dead, dried, and paſt Recovery,ghen You will be put 
3 [Wupon: the happy neceflity of going our to Chriſt for all, 

! [The Meflengers haſte forcerh me Abruptly to end» here':' I 
/ Wan add no mere, by my Prayers to my Counſels;:and fo 
1 [commending you to God, and the Word of-his Grace, I reſt 

r effdiy | : | | +068 ; 

; WS | The fervent. Well-willer 
oy of your Souls, 

, 1 S + 
A > JOS. ALLEINE. 
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LETTER XXIIL - 


= * [Right Reaſons in Suffering. 


To' my dearly Beloved. the Flock, of Chriſt in Taur- 
a 07-2000 ton, Grave and.Peace : 


"**Afoft loving and: dearly Beloved, 


| 5G not what thanks to render to you, not to God for 
> log for all the -unexprefſable love: which L- have found 
in;you; toward me ;\ and not. terminatively : to: me, but to 
Chriſt in me 5: for Ibelieye .it is for his fake, fs T am a Mel. 
ſnger and Embaſſador»iof: his to'You, that.you have loved 
 na&anddone ſo:much every'way for me'z and-I think] may ſay 
of. Tanuton.as the Pſalmiſt of Ferwſalem, If I forget thee, li 
hy right hand forget her cunning, if I do not remember thee, | 
my tongue cleave ro ge roof of my mouth, I would not, ny 
dear Brethren, that You: ſhould be dejefted or diſcouraged 
At che Zate difappointments': For through rhe goodneſs ct 
Gbi-Eam not, bur: ratheri more ſatisfied than before : and 
_ this I: can-truly ſay, .nothing doth ſadden . me- more than to 
e ſo much ſadneſs in your faces, As on the contrary nuthing fe 
doth -tomfort me ſo:much, as to ſe your Chear and Cou- 
rage, "Therefore I. beſzech you, Brethren , faint not be- 
catſ2 iof my. Tribulation, nor of Gods delays, but ftreng- 
therf the hands, and the feeble knees, And the Lord bolſter 
up. your hands, as they did the hands of Muſes, that they may 
net -fall down till Iſrae}-do, prevail, Let us fear leſt there be 
ſome evil among us, that God being angry with us, doth ſcad 
this farther tryal upon us, Pray earneſtly. for me leſt the 
eof the moſt jealous God ſhould diſcern that in me which iſ 
ſhould render me unfit for the mercy You deſire, And {t 
erery one of you ſearch: his heart., and f-axch his houſ: by 


y 


(81) 
re if there be not .carſe there : Let. not theſe- diſappoint: 
nents .make you to be neye:theleſs in love with Prayers, but 
the 'more out cf love. with fin, Let us humble our ſelves, un- 
ler the mighty hand of God, and he ſhall exalt us in due 
ime. And for the Enemics of God, you muſt know alf5 
hat their foot ſhall ſlide in due time. Let the Servants cf 
od encourage themlclyes in their, God : for in the things 
therein they deal proudly, he is aboye them : Therefore 
ret not your fſelyes becauſe of evil-doers ; commit your 
auſe to him that judgeth righteouſly, Remember that you 
re” bid if you ſee oppreſlion of the poor, and violent per- 
enting. of Judgment and Juſtice in a Province, not to mar- 
eat the matter : Verily, there is a God that Judgeth in the 
arth + And you haye the liberty- of Appeals : Reſt in the 
ord, and wait patiently for him, and fret not your felyes 
cauſe of the men that bring wicked deyiſes to paſs : take 
&d that none of you do with Peter begin to fink, now you 
e the waters rough, and the winds boyiterous : theſe things 
uſt* not. weaken your Faith, nor cool your Zeal: for they 
great, Arguments for the ftrengthning of it, What clea- 
evidence can there be for the future Judgment and Per- 
ton' of the ungodly,” and Ccronation of the Juſt in ano= 
Wer life, than the moſt unjuſt proceedings that are here.upon 
' Wirth : Shall not the Judge of all the Earth fe right to be 
| Wone > We ſee here nothing but confuſion and diſorder, the 
| Wicked recciveth according to the work of the Righteous, and 
1 We Innocent according to the werk. of the Wicked, The 
 Wodly periſh and the Wicked flouriſh ; theſc do preſper, and 
; Wey do ſuffer, What ! Can it beeyer thus | No doubtleſs, 
- Were. muſt be a day when God will Judg the Werld in Righ< 
wſneſs, and re&ifie the preſent diſorders, and reverſe the 
tighteous Sentences that have been paſſed againit his Ser- 


1 Wants, * And this eyidence is ſo clear, that many of the Hea. 
7 Wen Philcſophers bave trom this very Argument ( I mean the 
f righteous iſ:zge of the Good) concluded that there muſt 
| 


taialy be Rewards and Punithments adjudged by Gcd 1 
other Wcrld, | 


Ct) 


"Re ef (82) 
_ "Not yet kf: your Zeal: Now is the time that the loye g 
many doth wax cold': bat IT. ble God it is not fo with you 
I am. fare your loye to. me is, as true Friends ſhould be 
like the Chimatys,” warmeſt in the Winter of Adverhty : anif 
F hope your love'to God is much more, and I would tha 
You ſhould abound yet more: and more. Where eife thou 
you beſtow 'your Loves > Love ye the Ird, ye his Saint 
and cling about bim- the faſter now ye ſ:e the Werld is fri 
ving to ſeparate you from him, How many are they th; 
go to knock off your fingers! O methinks, I ſ-e what tu 
ging there js, © The World is plucking , and the Dev] j 
plucking : Oh , © hold 'faft, I beſeech you ; hold fait , thy 
no man take your Crown, Let the Water that is fprink 
led, yea, rather poured upon your Love , make it to flan 
up the, more, Are-you not betrothed unto Criſt > (j 
Remember , Remember your Marriage-Covenant : Did y 
not 'take him for Richer for Poorer, for better for werl: 
Now: prove your loye to Chriſt to: have been a true Ca 
Jagal ove: in that you can 'loye him when moſt ſighted, dM 
Tpifed, undervalued , blafphemed among men, Now acquiiſf 
your felyes, not to have followed Chriſt fcr the Loa 
Now confute the Accuſzr of the Brethren, who may | 
” Yeady | to figgeſt of the beſt of You, as he did of 7 
Doth he ſerve the Lord for nought > And let it be feen thi 
 You' loved Chriſt and Holinefs purely for their own fake 
' that: You can love a naked Chriſt when there is no hope 
of worldly advantage, or premoting of- ſelf-intereſt in fol 

Jowing him, . 


Yet beware that none of you do ftick to the wayes 0 
Chriſt and Religion upon f> camal an Account as this, b 
cau{z this is the Way. that you have alrgady taken vp, at 
you count it a ſhame to recede from your Princigles : I a 
yery jealous left ſome Profeffors* ſhould miſs of their R! 
ward for this : Leaſt "they ſhould be accounted Turn-co 
and ;Hypocrites ;* therefore they will ſhew a ſroutncK; of fi 
rit in going on , .fince they have once begun , and can 
with honour retreat, Would you choſe holincts and firi&ne 
3t. it were to do again> Would you enter your ſelyes _ 
5p - 


(83) 

Gods poor people, if it were now firſt to do; Would you 
ave taken up the Profeſſion of Chriſt, though you had fore. 
bet all this that is come and ccming > This will do muches 
ridence your fincerity, But I forget that I am writing a Let- 
er, being xrone to paſs all bounds when I haye thus to do 
ith you, The Letd Gcd remember and reward you and your 
Labours of Love, The Eternal God be your Refuge, and pur 
der you his everlaſting Arms, The Peace of God that paſ-. - 

a all underflanding Keep your Hearts, Chriſts Legacy of 
oe I ay with you, and Reſt, with my dear afte&ions 
p You all : 


Tour Embaſſador 
52 8 onds, 
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; Nor yet Icf: your Zeal : Now is the time that the lore; 
many doth wax cold : but I .blefs God it is not fo with yay 
I am fure your love. to me is, as true Friends ſhould |» 
like the Chimats, warmeſt in the Winter of Adverfſity : an 
F hope your love' to God is much more, and I would th 
You ſhould abound yet” more. and more. Where elfe thou 
you beſtow 'your Loves > Love ye the Ird, ye his Saint 
and cling about bim. the faſter now ye {ze the Werld is ft 
ving to ſeparate you from him, How many are they th 
_ go to knock off your fingets! O methinks, I ſee what ty 
ging there js, * The World is plucking , and the Devil 
plucking : Oh , © hold faſt, I beſeech* you ; hold faſt , th 
no man take your Crown, Let the Water that is fprii 
ted, yea, rather poured upon your Love , make it to fm 

"the more, Areyou not betrilied unto Criſt > ( 


Remember , Remember your Marriage-Covenant : Did y 
Not [take him for Richer for Poorer, for better for werl: 
Now prove your love to Chriſt to: have beer a true Cy 
Jagal *love, in that you can 'love him when moſt ſlighted, 6 
Tpifed, undervalued , 'blafphemed among men, Now acq 
your ſelves, not to have foHowed Chriſt fer the Loan 


Now -confute the- Accuſzr of the Brethren, who may i 
Yeady to figgeſt of the beſt of You, as he did of 7 
Doth be ſerve the Lord for mought > And let it be feen ti 
| You: loved Chriſt and' Holinefs purely for their own fake 
' that: You can love a naked Chriſt when there is no hop 
_ of worldly advantage, or premoting of- ſelf-intereſt in t 
Jowing him, WES >" 


Yet beware that none of you do ſtick to the wayes | 
Chriſt and Religion upon {> carnal an Account as this, 
cavſ{z this is the Way. that you have alrgady taken up, 2 

ou count it a ſhame to recede from your Principles : I: 
yery jealous lett ſome Profeſfors* ſhould miſs of their R 
ward for this : Leaſt "they ſhould be accounted Turn-co 
and Hypocrites ;” therefore they will ſhew a ſtoutncK; of { 
rit in going on , .fince they have once begun , and can 
with honour retreat, Would you choſe holincfs and ftridni 
3. it were to do again> Would you enter your ſelyes = 
FP 


(83) 

» {ods poor people, if it were now firſt to do; Would you 
ye taken up the Profeſſion of Chriſt, though you had fore. 
fall this that is come and ecming > This will do muchwe 
nidence your fincerity, But T forger that I am writing a Let= 
t, being xrone to paſs all bounds when I have thus to do 

ith you, The Lctd Gcd remeinber and reward you and your 
abours of Love, The Eternal God be your Retuge, and pur 
nder you his everlaſting Arms, The Peace of God that paſ.. 

i all underſtanding Keep ycur Hearts, Chriſts Legacy of 


eace I leave with you, and Reſt, with my dear affe&ions 
You all : - 


Your Embaſſador 
#2 8 onds, 


Jos. ALLEINE! ' 
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LETTER, XXIV. 
12% * - tESuncel for Sutvation.]" 


Ro LIL 2d jt S Nb 52 a'8 4 * OP pH dY hos $ y . 
To the moſt Beloved, the Servants of Chrift in Tay 


[Ifoff trdeared Chriſtians, 
ME continual Solicitude for your State, will not ff: 
L me'to paſs in quiet one week without Writing to yi 
unleſs I am extraordinarily hindred. Your Sincerity, St 
faſtneſs, and Proficiency in the Grace of God, is the matt 
of my earneſt defire, and that which I ſhould account 
Felf happy in, I have a longing deſire to ſee the Faces of 
all . and (beſides mine ExpeQation) ſhall*( I truſt ) ſpe 
diff Fave t oh. yan to Tee you at the apptoaching il 
fizes, which I ſhall greatly rejoice in, notwithſtanding « 
coming may be otherwiſe attended with many ' Inconyei 
Encies, Tn the mean time I ſend you a few Priſon Co 
fels, As, | | 

I. 10.-improze for Eternity the Advantages of your pre 
Stare, Tho fo are at may Fr or a with Ws 
to the publick Ordinances, yet you have many wondrous ar 
moſt happy Priviledges, which Spiritual Wifdom would mai, 
no {ſmall improvement of, Oh what a Mercy have you tlie; 
you may ferve God while you-will in your Families ! This 
FREY be as much ty u-gwill with God in ſecret Prayahs 
and holy Meditation, a SeH-cxamination |! I befeech YFS 
conſider what a Bleſſing You have above others, that haylnge 
your Health, and a Competency of the Comforts of ti 
\ Life, and are free frdm thoſe continuat pains, or Heart-c 
Pg Cares, that 'orkexs axe diſabled by, from looking Y 
. c 


Z: > SG } 
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"Roy (85 ): 
xd and their Souk, as You may do. - Oh conſider; what - 
fed: Seed-time You have f.r Eternity | Now be wiſe -and- 
prove...your happy Seaſon, your day .of Grace, Prepare - 
r Death, . make all ſure : Preſs on towards the Mark, lay” 
in ſtore. for your ſelves a good Foundation againſt the - 
ne. to. come.” In. the Morning ſow your Secd, and in the 
ens withdraw not your Hand, Treaſure up much- in 
ay 0 :. What profit. js. it 'that you haye more than others ? 
te-Liberty,” mere Comfort,. mcre, Health, more. Wealth, 
others 2 -except. Youplove God .more, and. ſerye. him 
ter. than. others, Now ply your Work, and diſpatch your 
ilgels, To as that you, may haye nothing to trouble Yau - 
on-your Death-Beds, _ - | 


F 
ar 


2.0. Confider alſo the. Temptations , \aud. Diſadvantages of 
f State, Study. to know your own weaknefles, and'where: 
ur danger lies, that you may obviate Satan, and prevent 
un{Miſcarrying : | There is no Condition but hath - its Snares. 
that Y ou acquaint;yotr ſ:lves with his, Devices, leaſt You» 
gepuiled” by  him,, and caught: in ,, NeoTrap through your 
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F< ab 
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os 


K unwarjneſs,. You. that are well, proyided for in the: 


_ 


+ 
pp 


F 


, 


W= 


td,: had 'need to watch your. ſelves, leaſt You fall in love: 
preſent. things, leaſt you be lifted. up,. leaſt You truſt” 
+4 e-Carna] props, and: put confidence in the Creatures, 
WY ou warp, .and. decline, 'and baulk your duties through! 
nal fear, and the deſire of preſerving your Eſtates, .-You: 
at have little in the World, are not without your tempta- 
png. neither : Oh, take. heed.of prying prhers IE 
murmyrting and difcontent , of difidence and. diftruſt- 
nets; of vitng indire& means to help» your ſelves :. Be ſure 
ow make not | the. Worlds preſſures upon you, an excuſe 
am” your daily frving of God in,your Familics, and in ſe- 
ft Set. this down as your Rule, and unchangeeble Reſo 
tion .thar God and. your Souls and. your Families ſhall b& 
Wcked duly. and-continually: after, go' the werld 'whiclr - way 

$7 t A der what. fins your "Tempers,. Relations, 'Cal- 
ig, do. moſt expoſe you to, Be. not ſtrangers to yous 
9 Proye your elves upright in keeping from your Ini- | 
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: CP) | 

EY etwverſe oft with jour” Du8.- Brethren | we + 
gding. we arc Loing, 'the Grave waijteth"for us: Oh forgellf 
net” that - Corruption | your ' Father, and the Worm y» 
Mother , and your- Siſter, "Theſz are. your' poor © Kindr:ilif 
that you muſt ſhortly dwell with, when you come' to youli 

long Home : Remember the days of Darkncſs which hal 
' be many; Take evety da - Apa ſerious turns with Dai, 
_ Thigk where you ſhall be a 'few days and nights hence 
happy he that knew 'what to morrow meant for . 20, Year 
ther,” | Believe it, you will find it_no. little is to di 
: Len how are- , there how you ſhould recein 
the Sentence of ns ants Ee. you never within fight d 


Death > How did it look > > What did you with for moſta 

_ time > What did then trouble you moſt > Oh mark the 

EO to and live accordin gly. Flthn: ask your Hearts, Wiz 
thould this _ require my Soul > | 


Na erve your ' Gimeration with your might while you hn 
" u have' but 2 very little "time to. bring, God a 


ng. Nov of your Friends any 3 - NOW: up at 


eline, 


of! Teal live in the p and and 

lite time that You have'for thi 

| ne : work Yoo hive to do, | You are goilÞ 

witned. You ſhall not return, There's: no After-Game 1Þ" 

bePlaid. What!" But: one caſt for- Eternity, and will You! 
not "be caxcfull to throw that well p | 


- Moſt dearly Beloved , FT covet Hey your furtherance i 
Mortification , and - Growth in Grace, And Oh that 
could but repref:ne” Death to You, as ſhortly jt will thei.) 
n KY : Or could but open a Window into Eternity ſe 
You: How effe&ually would this do the work, Then tid 

ip Cripple would fli1 away his Crutches, and” betake hinW© 
TE 't0'-his Le 99s: Then *the Slothful would pluck his Ha 
dir of "his Ber -#nd ſhake off his Excuſ:s, and be Nighnſ® 
and Day at his work, ” Then the Laodicean would be recoe 
my lr benunicd frame ; then _ w__ have - Hal 
vitig in Retigion, no Taz wiſhing an complaining; but met 
pyould ply the « Oars to purpeſe, and ſweat A het work, 


(87) 
But. Oh unhappy man, how powerfully hath the Wor!d 
raj iiched thee ! How miſ: rably tath Sin unmanned" thee, 
Etiou ſhouldſt look no farther than thou canſt ſee,- an 
;by. taken up with preſent things, and __ ſo 1 mcmentous 
ancernments as are: before thee "a T F.;7 


& 
2 


Bur You my "4" EP life up your ſelves above the 
wi &s of Senſe”: May You be men fer Eternity , and 

Fit: like theſe that ſeek for 'GIry",” Honour 51 and 
Immortality,  T'.am;:.apt tobe: too; Jorg with You : I. com. 
nend You to Divine Grace : my deareit Loves among You, 
am 
Tours m” the NY AY the 


" Goſpel of our Lord Fw 
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LET.I ER XXYV. 
Fe the loving and-moſt Beloved People, the Servan 
RT of God'm Tautiton, Grace and Peace. 


; 4p We a+. gY 


Oo 4 P ; #' # 
+ oſt dearly Beloved, .. 
Wi) mY TEILY w..3 x J 1 1 . \ E be &. TY 


: though F am forced at the: prefent, to be at a diſtany 
Tk. fromYou-; 'yerrI:would not have.you ignorant, ti 

bros ' NETOS of _ h —_— fre 5 with me, an 
#He/-Eare' of your eterhal Welfare is always living upon m 
Heart, Therelops OS cloves Friends 7 dry Ton, an 
ceaſe notto ſtir you up by. way of remembrance , being j 
Jous for you with a Godly. jealoufie,. that no man take your 
 'Crown, ' My dearly Beloved,” I know you have many Exe 
mies,"and above all, -I fearyour bcfom Enemies : and as the 
Watchman - of the Loyd, I gjve you careful warning , a 
. exhoxt you all not to be high-minded, but fear. -Blefſed | 
the man that fearcth always, Look diligently, leſt any of yo 
fail of the Grace of God. You haye made much and lon 
;Profeſſion of the Name of Jeſus Chriſt: Oh, look to you 
Foundations, ſee upoii” whit "Ground"you "ftand: Look ty 
your finterity, You muſt eyexy one of you ſtand, ſhorty 
before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt , and be 'tried ,for your 
lives.: Oh, txy your ſelves throughly firſt, *Tis eafie to mi- 
ſtake Education for Regeneration, and common ConviQion 
ang Illumination for Converſion, and-a partia] Reformation 
"at external Obedience, for” true SanQification. Therefcre 
T beſzech you'every one, to examine whether you axe in the 
Baith, - Prove your own ſelves. Tell not me, you hope you 
are fincere, you hope you ſhall go to Heaven : Never putit 
off with Hopes, but pray, atid try, and ſearch, till you are able 
fofay, yea, and know you are palſed from Death to Life, ani 


tha 


(89) 
that you know yon have a Building, not made with: 
malin the Heavens.” © © 

Suppcſ: I ſhould ask you oneby-one, Where-are your Eg 
yidenees for Heaven > Could you make out your Claitn's' 'Catr 
you bring me Scripture-proof > Can you ſhew'me'ithe Marks 
of the Lord Jeſus > What mean you to live at Uncertainties > 
Brethren, it is 'an- intollerable Ignorance -foriamgbf yow in 
theſe dayes of glorious Light, not to be able tycell-the dis 
Miguiſhing Marks of a ſound Believer, Ard it is intolleras 
blÞ*carelefneſs of your everlaſting Welfare-jift yow do nor 
big" your-ſ:lves to” the Trial by! theſe Marks; What 'are 


”o, ks 
eter2 
"> 553 44 or Z ”Y * by of 

* *J$49 "cr 


gurhands fillet with Books, and your ears filleditwgthSer= 
Wibns; that tell you ſo' plainly from 'the woxd of: God, how 
you ſhall-know whether you are in Chriſt, 'and': ave you fill 
t/fcek > Oh;Rir- vp your own: elves,  Tdke lice; left 
& Promiſe being” left of entring into'tis Reſt ahyofripdu fal 
thort of it at laſt” by Vabelie ' You' are a'Piofelling .Peo- 
ple, you-pray, and you hear, and-you -run upon'1fins Ad- 
ntu r- Jeſus Chriſt : ' But, *O':Jook 'to your” finberity.” 
&k to your'-Principles;-Jook to'your Ends, elfe: you; may 


kf: all ac laſt Examine , * now onely what isbdune?;- but 


thence *ris done, Jook- to 'the Root, as: well as to*the Prujr. 
Bye, not onely your -Ations, but-your Aims! Remember 
lat” a ftri& and fyere Eye you aretunder. The ord Jeſns 


titakes ri& obſervation upon” allyour works: and wayes, '* He 


obferves' who of you be trujtful; and- who be barren and -un- 
profitable, He knows who of you be thriving, atd:. who be 
declining. He obſerves, who. be warm, and who lukewarm : 
rho | be ſound Chriſtians, and who'of you have onely a name 


. 6 
+6, 


'# 


ettirxn; -O backſliding, Chriſtians :- You have loſt-your fot- 
mer ConviRions, and Joſt your former AﬀeQtions," 'Yow are 
grown remils_in your watch, and your Zeal is turned into a 
fd * of indifferencie, and your diligence into negligence. 
Your Care is turned into Security,” and your tendernels inte 
Tenfleſsneſs; Oh, your caſe is dangerous. ' The Lord Jeſus 
"tath a' great Controverfie with you,” 'Oh, remember” whence 
gow. - | | you 
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png wed and repent; and'do your firſt-works, Streng- 
that remain, and are ready to: die. * Oh, rub 
and x crea your ſrooning Souls, and ply them with warm ay- 
ons-Aand: rouſing, confderations, till they recover their 
| rhoat: _ And now ye. from-the Lond,;that the backll; 

Hemlo heart ſhall be alled with his own wayes. | 
5 2 29 MENGINSS. ; 


og i gr fn wrees : : "Behold the Axe is "2 


ome, rutt, 
rid Tone ao 
| Py Profeſſor, 
how op wall you ra of in he rog ang cour 2:2 How long 
Fon. continue” in! an; nou pay- ang cuſtomary. Pro. 
eflious Weild' yoube the joy of our Lotd; 'why know ye, they | 
ahyiviog:Planc: & the Maſters, praiſe, and. his hearts de- W . 
E. 3 hiitians, puton, preſs towards the.iMark, be _ pf 
br QUE” Faith, Virtue;/-and -to Virtue, Knowledge, { &c, BZ 


A : #20 & you grow Extenit in being abundant in all ſorts i © 
t: gle works, -Be- wnlch, be br. oma :gentle , eaſily to if + 
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E * Be ſlow: ” anger , ſoon. apcorgiled, Be -pa-ifl + 
; tient! - the ye temperate & earful, y Not every. one 
4 | onehy:his;own cog, Dat oy, nnave of his -Neighbor.: . Think 4 
I at) gjobendugh to Jook.- to: your own Souls, bur watch for 0- 


_ 0s Fro for :them,” warn them, be kind to them, 
them, that by any means you may win a them, 
abc intel Souls, —- 


.c-Lahovi-2 grow intenſively, to do bees the chings that i > 

before, to be more feryent in Prayer, . mcre free and i © 

_ 8 in all the ways of the Lord, to hear with more profit, i - 

to examine your ſelves more thorowly, 97 ſes. Heaven. mcte 
Sequeutly than heretofoxe,. 


And you, Ocarnaland, Cod Profeſſors, that reckon yolir 
Llves wbein Chriſt, but -are not. new. Creatures; that becauſe © + 
you haye * the Lines opinion of the Godly, and are outwardly 
conformable the. wayes of Gcd, perſwade your ſelves 
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ou” are in a good condition, although your hearts have - 
Foto this top been renewed: O- * hx ſ- _ 

and be converted, What though we cannot dittingui the 

Tares from the Wheat >. Yet hs Lcrd. of the Harveſt, can. 

* 8 Chiiſt will find you out; and condemn yore for rotten and 

i unfound, unleſs you be Hundly renewed by repentance, and 
pertoally changed by converting Grace,-+ 437 « 


ww 24 


"Brethren I fervently wiſh your Salvation , and to this, 
| while T am able, I ſhall bend my ardent endeayours,. T am 
jow taking advice for my health, and hope 'in ſome few 
Yeeks:/to be. reſtored to. you, : In the: meantime" I:cam-" 
mend me to Your Prayers, and 79:19 the Graze of God, re- 
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m_ FOOD People, the Ser Uants «© f 
220% 6: Sep Taviiton, ant ! 


Gf: dh. Beloved, - 


" Longec to. hear of your Welfare , but by reafon of the 
A Cary nitting his Journeys, could not till now ob- 

tain my deſires, neither had I Opportunity till thedlaſt Week 
Þ. ax mic {=FPI you, . T' that cha to hear by Mr.” Ford, of Gods 
continual goodnefs towards you:;z he is your Shepherd, and 
therefore:it is that .you do not want. Meiyow have not a]- 

wayes, but he is ever with you, his Rod _ his ' Staff; ſhall 

es you ;.'Nay, more then all this, you may hence con. 
clude” comfortably for all times, yea, for the whole Etern!. 
ty..to come. Surely Goodneſs ad Mercy ſhall follow you 
al-the:days of your Lives, and yon: ſhall dwell in the Horſ: 
of the. Lord for ever. © 

In/this, my dear Brethren, in this rzjoyce , and again I 
w -xejoyre, that God is 'ingaged in fo near and-fo feet rc- 

lation to pom Doubtleſs your Souls ſhall Lodge in good- 
neſs, and be provided for carefully, and lie down in' everlaſt- 
In; o ſafcty, _ have the Almighty /X our Shepherd, Bletled 
| __ the Flock'of his Hands, and the Sheep of his Paſture, hap- 
Py is the People that is in ſuch aCaſe.- 

-Bqt who are Chrifts Sheep > 

” Not fl Profeflors, I beſzech you take heed how you reſt 
in Profeſſion, It is not Profeſſion, but Copverſ.04 that turns a 
Man from a SE » to a-Shcep, Let none of jou be deccived, 
nog 
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not" flatter your Telves, that becauſe you bear the 'Name of 
Chriſtians, and do many things,” and have eſcaped.the.open 
zroſs pollutions 'of the World, - therefore you are ſurely 2- 
mong the number of Chriſts true Sheep, All this youmay 
attain to, and 'yet be but waſhed Swine 3 here muſt be. an 
inwatd deep and thorow ad univerſal Change upon yaqur 
fatures, Diſpoſitions, Inclinations, or elſe you are not Chriſts 


In a- word,” If you will be put out of doubt whether you are 
his Sheep or not, you muſt trie it .by this certain'Mark that 
Chriſt ſets upon all his Sheep, 'even your Sanfification, you 
that will Rand to the trial, anſwer me truly and deliberately 
fo theſe Queſtions, Do you hate every fin as the Sheep doth 
the Mire > Do-you regatd no Iniquity in your Hearts > Do 
ou "ſtrive. againſt, and oppcſ? all Sin, though it may ſeem 
never fo neceſſaty, never ſo natural to you, or ;have you not 
on ſecret Haunts of evil > For. every Swine will-haye his 
(will. Do you abſtain from fin out of fear, or out of diſlike? 
Are You at peace withno fin, or do you not hide: fome Inj. 
poi as a ſweet morſe] under your Tongue > Is there not 

dme practice that You are not willing to know is a fin for 
fear you ſhould be forced to leave it > Do you boye the Com- 
mandment that forbids your fin, or do you not wiſh it out 
of the Bible, as that evil man wiſhed Gcd had neyer made 
the Seventh Commandment > Again , how do You ſtand af. 
fefted towards Holineſs > Do you love it > Do.you chooſe it 2 
-Do You hunger and thirlt after it, and defire it more than any 
*Temporal good > Have You choſen the way of Gods Pre- 
epts, and had rather live Holily than be allowed to live in 
r fins > Do Youin your very Hearts, prefer a Godly firi& 
Life in communion with and conformity to God, before the 
preateſ} preſperity of the World > Do You choſe Holineſs, 
not out of bare. neceſlity, becarſe You cannot go to Heaven. 
withour it, but out of love to it, and from a deep ſenſe thar 
(You have of the ſurpaſſing Excellency, and Lovelineſs, and 
\Beauty of it > If it be thus with You, Youare the Perſons that 
#he Lord Jeſus hath marked for his Sheep. 

"And now, Come ye Blefſed, all that haye this Mark upon 
\You, come and underſtand your happineſs; You are mark- 
& 2 for perferyaien, and let ir go how! jg" will wrijtithe 

| reſt, 


X 
”— < ee; l 2 . 
X 2  taa..! Sal H s e __ x. a +. 
rare + 7 AE NNN pens. 
- MO ena toon” 3. to OT 
Y . 1b FP, v0 " A oy, c 2 


ag Von n 2 7 RS STI 
y EOS; 


(98) + 
eſt ; this know, it ſhall go wel} with you that fear the Lotd, 
that fear before:him. You are the ſeparated Ones, the ſeal. 
ed Ones, C——_—_ the Angei hath ſet the Seal of the Living 
God:;-andifo you are whe ws unto God from among men, 
being the Firſt-firuits unto God, and unto the Lamb, and haye 
your Fathers Naine written in your Fcre-heads, - ,, 


Hear, O beloved Flock, I may give you the Salutation of 
the Angels, :Hail,. To are highly favoured of the Lord , Bleſſed 
are you. among: Men; though you ar2 but poor and deſpiſed, 
and like: little:.Benjamin among the thorſands of F«dah 3; You 
carty away the-the Bleſſing and the Priviledge from all the reſt, 
God. hath done: more for the leaſt of you than for the whole 
World of ' Mankind beſides, put all their-mercies together, 
Fear mot little Flock, , it -is your Fathers go0d pleaſure to giz 
-yow the Kingdom, Bleſſed are you of the Lord for yours ts tht 
Kingdeme of Hiaven, All:that the Scripture ſpeaks of that 
Kingdome: of Glory, that Kingdome of Peace, of Righteouſ. 
nefs, -that- Everlaſting -Kingdome, .It ſpeaks it.all to you, Be- 
hold -your- Inheritance, Seg that you believe, What knoy 
you not your -own ſelves > You are the Sons of God, Inhe. 
ritours of the-*Kingdom of Heaven , Joint Heirs with Chriſt 
the Lord of >Glory, ,Do you believe this > Take heed you 
make not God a Lyar : His Word is m_ you : Have you not 
-the Writings in your hands > Do I ſpeak any thing but what 
God hath / ſpoken > Shall I tell you of the thing which ſhall 
be hereafter > * Why thus it ſhall be, The Son of man ſhall 
come in his Glcry, and all his holy Angels with him : Then 
ſhall be fit upon the Throne of his Gloty, and he ſhall {c- 
parate you asi2 Shepherd divideth the Sheep from the Goats, 
and he ſhall ſet you at his own right hand, Then ſhall the 
King ſay, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdome 
prepared for yo 


Do you believe yet > Do you throughly believe > If 6, 
then 'my' wark is done, then I need not bid you Rejoyce, 
nor bid you be Thankful, onely believe, Do this and do all, 
Belienz and you will rejoxce with Joy unſpeakeable , and full 
of Glary . 'Betieve and you will be Fruitfull, and ſhew your 
| Faith by 'your works, Believe and you will Love, - for Re 
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worketh by love. In a word, keep theſe things upon your 
| Hearts by daily and lively Conſideration, and this will bring 
BB Heaven into your Souls, and ingage you to all manner of 
| holy Converſation , and Godlineſs, This will mortifie you 
| i to- the World , the grand Enemy which I adviſe, nay, T 

charge you to beware of, When Saul had gotten his King- 

dome, he left off raking Care for the Aﬀes, O Remember 
yours is the Kingdom : What are You the better that You 
| WW have all this in your Bibles, if you do not weigh it by fre- 
quent and ſerious Conſideration , and ponder theſe ſayings 

. in your Hearts, Beloved, I have written theſe things to you 
, WH that your joy may be full, And now PeacelT leave with you, 
WW I am Chrifts Embaſſador to you, an Embaflador of Peace; 
his Peace I pronounce ufto you : In his Name I bleſs you, 
Farewell in the Lord, I am | 


The fervent Well-willer 
5-4 | of your Souls, 
ME JOS. ALLEINE, 


Deviſes, 7une 29. 
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+; 'LOf the Second coming of Chriſt.] 


jp | | 4:41 25 " | | 
T's the Fiithfnl, and Beloved, the Servants of God is 
4.4914... Taunton, Grace and Peace, 


Loving and mo#t dearly Beloved, 


T oh” I! truſt my Bonds do preach to You, yet methinks 
. that doth not ſutfice me, but the Conſcience of my Dr 
ty, and the workings of my Heart towards You, are Kill 
calling upon me to ſtir You up. by way of Remembrance, 
natwithſtanding You kuow and be eſtabliſhed in the prcſ-nt 
;Fruth; TAfid. 1f Paul do call upon fo great an Evangeliſt as 
Timothy, to Remember that Feſus was raiſed from the dead &- 
cording to the Goſpel, why ſhould not I be often calling upon 
my ſi, and upon you, my deatly Beloved, to remember and 
meditate upon, and cloſely apply the great and weighty Truths 
of the Goſpel, which You have already received > And in truth, 
I perceive in my ſelf aud you another manner of heat and 
warmth in the intijting upon the p{aine/# Principles of Chri- 
Kianity, and the ſetting them home upon mine own heart and 
Fars, tran in” dwelling upon. any more ab#truſe Speculations, 
in the cleareſt handling of which, the Preacher may ſeem to 


cold. 

But now, my Brethren, I ſhall not with Pas! call upon 
You ſo much to remember the Refurre&ion of Chriſt, as the 
Reriiyn of Chriſt : Behold, He cometh ig the Clouds, and every 

' "Eye ſhall ſee him; Your Eyes -and mine Eyes: and all the 
Tribes of the Barth ſhall mourn becatſ> of him : But we 
{ball lift up our heads, becauſe the Day of our Redemption 
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be too much like the Winter nights, very bright, but very | 
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k 
fopguecemainly, . but the. Word of the on abideth for ever, 


the thing ! How near is the time | How Glorious will his Ap- 
pexthng be 1 | 
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Truth of his promiſes, | 
',And will he come > Tremble then ye Sinners, Triumph ye 
Saints, Clap your hands all ye that look for the Conſolation 
f Iſrael, O Sinners, where will you then appear > How will 
you look upon him whom-you have pierced > Whom you have 
perſecuted > Whoſe great Salvation you have negle&ed and 
leſpiſed > Wo untoYou that ever you were born, unlefs you 
lhould then be'found to be New-borg, | 

But you, O Children of the moſt high, how will you for- 
et your travel, and be melted into Joy, This is he in whom 
you haye believed ; whom having not] ſeen ye loved, Bur 
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:To the Faithſnl, and. Beloved, the Servants of God it 
42974... Taunton; Grace and Peace, 


Loving and moFt dearly Beloved, 


f by Ii truſt my Bonds do preach to You, yet methinks 

. that doth not ſuffice me, but the Conſcience of my Dr 

ty, and the workings of my Heart towards You, are fill 
calling upon: me to ſtir You up. by way of Remembrance, 
natwithſtanding You kuow and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
Truth! Afid.1f Paul do call upon ſo great an Evangeliſt as 
Timothy, to Remember that Feſus was raiſed from the dead &- 
cording to the Goſpel, why ſhould not I be often calling upon 
my ſr, and upon you, my deatly Beloved, to remember and 
meditate upon, and cloſely apply the great and weighty Truths 
of the Goſpel, which You have already received > And in truth, 
I perceive in my ſelf and you another manner of heat and 
warmth in the intitting upon the plaine/# Principles of Chri- 
Rianity, and the ſetting them home upon mine own heart ani Wy; 
Furs,"ttrin in” dwelling upon- any more abruſe Speculations, 
in the cleareſt handling of which, the Preacher may ſeem to 
<—" ap much like the Winter nights, very bright, but very er. 
cold, 

But now, my Brethren, I ſhall not with Paw! call upon 
You ſo much to remember the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, as the 
Refiirn of Chriſt : Behold, He cometh in the Clouds, and every Who 

' "Eye ſhall ſee him; Your Eyes and mine Eyes : and all the 
Tribes of the Earth ſhall mourn becaſ: of him: But we 
(ball if up our heads, becauſe the Day of ous Redemption 
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fraweth nigh : This is the Day I look for, and wait for, and 
haye Jaid up all my hopes in, If the Lord return nor, I pro- 
fcls my lelf undone, my Preaching is vain, and my ſufferir 
is yain, and the. Bottom in which I have intruſted all my 
hopes is for ever miſcarried, . But I know whom I have truſt- 
ed: We-are built upon the Foundations of that ſure Word, 
we ate not built upon the ſand of Mortality. Not do we run 
Jo-as uncertainly . but the. Word of the. Lord abideth for ever, 
upon which word do, we hope 3; How fully doth this word aſ- 
ſure, us that -this ſame Jeſus that is gone up into Heaven 
ſhall ſo return, and that he ſhall appear the Second time un- 
to Salyation, to them that look for hint, - Oh, how ſure is 
the ing | How near is the time ! How Glotious will his Ap- 
The thing is ſure, the Day is ſet; . God hath appointed a 
Day whetein he will judge the Wotld by that man whom he 
hah ordained ; The manner of it is revealed. , Behold the 
Lbrd cometh with ten thouſand of his Saints : The Attendants 
appointed.and nominated. The Son of Man ſhall come ins 
Gl, and all his holy Angels with him, The thing You 
& is cftabliſhed, and evety circumſtance is determined, How 
lyeet are the words that dropped ftom the pretious Lips of 
our departing Lord ! What Enefous Cordials hath he left us 
in his parting Sermons, and his laſt Prayer ! And yer of all 
the reit thcſe are the ſweeteſt, will come again and receive you 
7 "y ſelf, that where I am, there yow may be alſo, What 
need you any ftrther witneſs : You have heard hjm your 
ſelves, aſſuring you of his Return, Doubtleſs he cannot de- 


li 


ave you, ybu have not onely known, but ſ:en and felt the 


Truth of his promiſes. © | 
' ,And will he come >  Tremble then ye Sinners, Triumph ye 
Saints, Clap your hands all ye that look for the Conſolation 
f Iſrael, O Sinners, where will you then appear > How will 
you look upon him whom-you have pierced > Whom you have 
perſecuted > Whoſe great Salvation you have negle&ed and 
deſpiſed > Wo untoYou that ever you were born, unlefs you 
lhould then be'found to be New-born, | 
But you, O Children of the moſt high, how will you for- 
et your travel, and be melted into Joy, This is he in whom 
you have believed ; whomihaving not{ ſeen ye loyed, Bur 
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how will Love and Joy be working ({ifT may ſo ſpeak) wit 
pangs \unutterable when you -ſhall ſee him, and hear hj 
Feet Voice commending, applauding, approving of you, 
and owning you by Name before all, the World. Brethren, 
thus it mull be, the Lord hath ſpoken it, See that you ſtay. 
'ger not at the Promiſe, but give Glory to God by Belje. 
ving. | | 
| Again, The Time isnear, Tet a little while, and he that ſil 
come will come. Behold, I come quickly, faith he : And again, 
The Lord is at band : Sure You are;. that death cannot befx 
off, O Chriſtian, thou doſt not know but the next year, naj 
poſſibly the next week, thou mayeſt be in Heaven, Chil 
will not long endure thine abſence, but will have thee up t 
him 4ill the time of his General appearing ; when he will tak 
us up altogether, and ſo we ſhall be ever with the Lord, 

Soul, believeſt thou this > If thou doſt indeed, what te. 
mains but that thou ſhouldeſt live a Life of Love and Praiſ; 
ſtudying to do all the good thou canſt till thou come to He: 
yen'; and waiting all the days of thine appointed time til 
thy change ſhall come, O my Soul. look out and long, 0 
my Brethren, be you as the Mother of Siſera, looking out at th 
Windows, and watching at the Latices, ſaying, why are hi 
Chariot-wheels (o long a coming. Though the time till you 
ſhall ſee him be but very ſhort, yet love and longing makeit 
ſem tedious, | 

My Beloved, comfort your hearts with thefe Words : Look 
upon thtſe Gas as the greateſt reallities, and let your affeGi. 
ons be anſwerable to your expefations. T wopld nor har 
told you theſe things, unleſs I had believed them : for its 
for this that I am bouud with this Chain. The Bleſſing 
of the Holy Trinjty be upon You, I am yours and will be, The 
God of Peace be with you, I Reſt, 


I 


Your Embaſſader in Bonds, 


_—_ JOS. ALLEINE- 
From the Priſon at Fuel- | 
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far 


ay Tobi moſt endeared Friends, the Serungits of Bal i 
Taunton, Salvation : ; 


Mof dearly Beloved, - 


% AEthinks my Breſts ate not eafie, unleſs To let them 
LVL forth unto you.. Mqthings there is ſomethink fill to 
do, and my Weeks woak is not ended, unleſs I haye given 
my Soul vent, and imparted fomething to the Beloyed flock 
that I have left behind. And Oh, that my Letters in my ab- 
rl ence _ be ufcful to you | *Afſuredly it is my joy to ſerve 
MF You, and my Love to you is without diflimulation : witneſs 
Wy twice loſt Liberties, and my impaired Health, all which 


I might have preſerved, had it not been for my readineſs to 
of fainitter to. you | | | 
1.0 But whar do I fpeak of my Love > It is the Serſ2 of the 
infinite Love of God your Father that I would bave to dwel 
50 vpon you., Forget me, fo you.remember him, Let me be v- 
no q little, fo he be very lovely in your Eyes, Let him. be 2: i: 


je Bucker that goes up, though I be as the Bucket that g-+: 
'down, Bury me, fo that you do but ſet the Lord always ve- 
fore you, Let my name be written in the duſt, (> his Nane 
be written deep upon all your Souls. | 

5 O Lord, I am thy Seryant, truly I am thy ſ:rvant, Clori- 


fie thine own Name þy me, and thou ſhalt have my hand © 
it, that I will be content to be hid in obſcurity, and to —_ 
pear through the overcoming. luſtre and brizhtneſs of thy 
Glo : f : : ; ' $1 R 
"Brethren, underſtand mine Office, I Preach not wmyh'ss, 
| (gs 3) "on 


. 


(10979 - 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and my ſelf your Seryant for Je: 
. us ſake, ' Give him your hearts, and I have my Errand. ] 


arm but the” Friend ofthe Brideprooha”, and my Buſineſs is, 
bat to give you to underſtand his Love, and to gain your 
hearts unto him. He-is an- Objet worthy of my Commen- 
dations, and of your affe&ions, His Loye is worth the wri. 
zing of, and worth the thinking of, and worth the ſpeaking 
of, O my Brethren, never forget, I befeech you , how he 
Joyeth You, He'is.in heaven, and Youare on eat.h ; he i; 
in-Gloty and you in Rags ; he is in the ſhining Throne, and 
you. in Jitry...Eleſh, and yet he loyeth you.,. His heart is in. 
Anitely tender of you; even now while he is at the right hand 
| of the Majeſty on High. How+feelingly doth he cry out at 
the hurt of his poor Members cn Earth > Saul, Saul, wh 
perſecute$t thou me! Oh, of what quick Senf< is the Senſe of 
our dear Lord unto us ! when we are touched on Earth he 


feels it in, Heaven. FAT, 


- Brethren, Chriſt is real inall that he ſpeaks unto yon: He 
3s/not like a flouriſhing Lover, who fills up his Letters with 
Rhetorick, and. hath more caxe. of the drefs" of his Speech, 
than of the Truth, - Who evey gave Demonſtration of the e- 
allity of his Love at ſo dear a rate as Chriſt hath done > Men 
do not uſe todie injeſt.: Who. will impoveriſh himſelf to 

>enrich his Friend > and diveſt himſelf of his honour to ad. 
vance him > and debaſe- himſelf to admiration below . his own 
depree to contra affinity with him? and all this:but to make 
him believe that he loves him, ;, 


Brethren, poſſeſs your very hearts with this, that Chriſt 
love doth go out with infinite -dearnefs towards you, Even 
now while he is in all his Glory, he earneſtly remember 
you {ijl], , This is the High Prieſt that now is entzed 
into the Holy of Holies, doth bear your names particular, 
remembring every poor believer by name. He bears your 
names,but where? upon his Breſt-plate, upon his Heart, ſaith 
the Text, Exad. 28. 29, . Ah Chriſtian® I may ſalute you as 


the Ange}did ary, Hail you that are highly favoured : 
Bleſſed are you among men, *Siire your Lot is fallen in an bappy 
Dry att place; 


« 


Jet, _ yY Fy fan} Th. Si ans od aunibrmoes os ceo... OO 
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place; Whatin the Boſom 'of Chriſt > yea; and yerily you 
;, | may believe; 'and doubt nor,” I may apply that of Gabriel, 0 
ir ll Davtiel,” thoy art greatly beloved, unto you ;* you are beloved 
1 || indeed; to have your Names written upon the very -heart of 
# C Sex 1 he A Glory. : 2 of& ef \ , 
wa "RS Namebe wigten then - on! your hearts, Do nor 
mite Ris Name in the'Sand, when he hath'written yours up- 
; 0394s'Brefff Do nat forget him who hath taken ſuch care; 
ile he 'ts,, he may never forget you, having. record- 
x Nanies not onely on his Book; but'of'his / Fleſh, and 
Ju <33-3 Seal upon his *Heart,''-He hath 'yon upon his 
1 Gift why > Yar a'memorial before the-Lord continu- 
allyafo Gith the Text: Beloved,” your Lord is fofar'from for- 
ing you in all his Greatneſs Pe Glory, that he is gone 
haven, on:purpoſe, there to.preſent you before the Lord, 
mat you may be alwaies.in remembrance before him, O- Be= 
loyed, *Glory, yea, and Triumph in his Love. Doubtleſs it 
muſt go well with us. Who ſhall condemn > It-is Chriſt that 
(bd; apiiroſe again, and is now making Intesceſſion, His 
rc. MI Intereſt is potent, He is alwaies preſent, Que Agvocateris 
en {never out of Court,, Never did Cauſe miſcarry jn his hand. 
to Ml Truſt you ſafely in him, Happy is that man for whom he 
4. WW ſhall undertake to ſpeal; 


ike Oh, the Riches of Chriſts. Love ! Hedid not think it. e- 
nough to die for You, His Loye and care doth not end with 
his natural Life on Earth, but he ever liveth to make Inter= 

iſs WW ceſſion for us. His Love is like his Life, ever, ever ; Know- 

rn {ing io Ferhiſſion in degree, ncp intermiſſion of time, no ceſ- 
er ſation of working , but is ever, eyer, in motion towards 
red US | | | 


f 


our M0 But when ſhall T end, If I fuffer my Soul to run out its. 
3th Kong my runnirig Pen to enlarge according to de- 

| of this boundleſs Field of Divine Love > If the 
1 : Pens of all the .Wopld were imployed to write Volumes of 
py Loye, if the Tooguee of all the living were exerciſed in no- 
e ; Nobing clfe bur wa] 


— 


ing of this love 3 It all the Hearts thar 
; (83) be 


(102) 
were made up..of Love:; and al} the Powers and affe. 
Fiona the micht were turned Into.one, to wit -: nay 
ove, yet this were no leſs than infinitely too lire. _— 
' CQnceive,: ox; to'expreſs the groat "of Chyiſts Lo 


O my jk Belo ma your Souls be foiled U 
ate Lon rhink 1 ; 


as you - can 


Turcinthe Fonds wo 0 "F 
ſas 


Jos. ALLEINE 
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LETTER XXIX. 
ve p [Warning 20 Profeſſors of their Danger.? 


kf. FP 7H | ; | # . 
+ Ta the moſt | Beloved People, the Servants of God »: 
to 4A re Taunton, Salvation: © | 


tf Moſt dear Friends, 


i A Y top Joy:is, that my Beloved is mine and I am his : 
&Y.L. but,next to that I have no Joy fo great as that You 
axe. mine and I am yours, and You are Chriſts, My Rela. 
tion to Chriſt is aboys all ;. He is my Life and my Peace, my 
Riches, and. my Righteouſneſs : He is my Hope and my 
Strength, and mine Inheritance, and my Rejoycing :.In him 
will }, pleaſe myſelf for ever,, and in him will I glory. I e- 
ſeem. my ſelf moſt Happy. and Rich, and fafe in him, though 
of my. ſelf T am nothing. In him I may boaſt without Pride, 
and glory. without Vagity. . Here is no danger of being over= 
ek pleaſed'; neither can the Chriſtian exceed his Bounds in 
oyeryaluing his own Riches, and Happineſs th Chriſt, Tam 
creatly pleaſed with the Lot that is fallen to me: The Lord 
Fach ealt bountifully with me, and none ſhall top this my 
copttdence, of boaſting in Chriſt, But as my Lot in him is a- 
bove all,ſo I will aſure. You, it is no ſmall content to me, that 
my. Lot is fallen with You. And though many difficulties have 
Glen to my Lot among: You. ( for I have broken my health 
and loſt my Liberty once and again, for Your ſakes) yet 
.none-of theſe things move me, I wiſh nothing more then 
to fpend and to be ſpent upon the ſervice of your Faith, I 
blels the Lord for it-as an invaluable Mercy, that ever he 
called me to be an Embaſſadour of the Lord Jeſus Chrift to 
You-wards, In this Ration I defire to approyg my ſelf ts 

Fes: A097 a 
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| him, and that T am withdrawn. from my Work for a ſeafon, 3 


my Work among You. You may not think thatT have fc. 
gotten You, and conſulted my owneaſe and pleaſure : but j 
God profper my Intentions, I ſhall be found to haye bee 
daily ferving You in this Retirement, I will affure You, 
am very tend of preſerving all that little ſtrength that Gul 
doth add to me entirely for Your ſakes ; being refolved no 
ſo much as once to broach the Veſſel till T draw forth to You, 
I bleſs the Lord, I am in great tranquility here jn this Tow, 
and walk up and down the Corporation without any* Queſj: 
oning me, Onehy it hath pleaſed the Lord to add to my Af. 
fliction fince my coming, by taking away my dear Father, the 
day of whoſe glorious Tranſlation 'wag; the day after my ar. 
 Tiving here, But I blefs the Lord, I do believe and expe 
the return of the Redeemer with all hjs Saints, and the mo 
 gloffous ReſurreQion of my own dead Body with all Belie. 
vers: and this makes me to reſt in Hope, and fills me with 
unſpeakable more Joy than the death of my ſelf 'or any other 
'Saint can with grief.. And now I make it my bufirieſs tobe 
endred ſerviceable to you ; anddo by thjs, return You ny 
hearty thanks for your earneſt Prayers and 'Interceffiors to 
God in my behalf, for it is he that muſt do the Cure: I ſem 
| to myſelfto be ritired to this place, as a Veſſel rent and 
ſhatter'd and torn in the Service, that is come to recruit in 
the Harbour : And hete I amas it wefe rigging, and repair- 
388, and Vidtualling.to put forth again in the Service ; which 
T thall do with the firſt Wind, as foon as I am ready. What 
Is my life unleſs I am ferviceable > And though I muſt for the 
ny forbear my wonted Labour,yet I ſhall not ceafe to ex- 
rt You, and call upon you while I am abſent from You, 
to ſtand faſt, and to grow up in your holy Faith, . 

Be warned, my dearly Beloved, that You fall not upon 
thoſe dangerous Rocks upon which fo many Profeffors have 
Re Wa... TITTY 

There are three Things which I befeech you carefully to 
hat” - * | of. chge- __ 

Firſt, Left while Chrift is in your mouths, the werld run away 
avith your hearts : There is many a ſeeming Profeflor that 
will be fouhd a meer Idolater > Many a Soul goes down . 


[_ 
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MH in this 3% the mid8 of hibProfeſſion; and- Hewes dif. 
cerns-it till it he roo late, Remember, I beſeech You that 
the 0en, the Farin, Wife, Merchandize, all of then lawful 
Comforts, did 58 effettually keep mien from a found and fa- 
Ying cloſing wich” Clrriſt, as* rhe” vIkeſt liſts 'of the worſt of 
"men. Whareyer.You' find your hearts vety much'þ fed itt 
andjn love with, among thicſe edtthly Comforts; {eta nar 
upon. that thing, 'and remember thar there lies your; greateſt 
"danger. What you loye moſtFou'muſt fear molt 3 And think 
often with,your ſ-lves, This, . it_any thing, 'is hke'to'be-my 
Tine, Oh, wh multiruges of Profelſors ue /periſh{6r ever, 
by the f:cret hand of this mortal 'Enemy,-I mean the oyer- 
'valuing- of Eatthly things, «The. hearers. Fottpared' tothe 
thoxny Ground, did not openly. fall away and call of their 
Profeſlion, as the ſtony ground did ; but while others Withered 
away, the blade of Profeſfion was as-green and freſh as 'eyer ; 
"Mmd:yet their inordinate affeion to the things of this life, did 
Feretly undy W at __ rw do rig? Profs IT: 
(while they pleaſe themſelves in their eſtates, while they dely 
Be Roch i ever Chilea, fo ele Wiſes) in he 
abitations and poſſeſſions ;, that theſe be the things that are 
Iike to undy them for ever. How little is that Sctiptyrg thought 
&f,. which ſpeaks ſo dreadfully 'to worldly Profeffors-; Love 
wet the world, for if any nian love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him, Are there not many among us, who though 
ey do keep up Prayer, and” other holy Duties; yet t S 
'ftrength and _ of their heapts goeth. out after earthly 
things > And theſe are their chief Care and their chief Joy. 


. 


Such muſt know, and they are none of Chriſts, and they 


were better to underſtand it now, and ſceF t> be renewed 
by Repentance, then hereafter when there ſhall be no place 
for Repentance. . 

Secondly, Left while iniquity doth abound, your love to Chriff 
doth wax cold, Remember what an Abomination Laodices was 
to Chriſt, becauſe ſhe grew ſ> luke-warm; and what a contro- 
yerfie he had with Epheſus, a ſound Church, becauſe ſhe did 
tat Macken and grow more remiſs in her love, A Frientl is born 
for Adverſity ; and now is the time, if you will proye the fin- 
cerity of your loye and friendſhip to Jeſus Chriſt,by followin 
fim zealouſly, reſolyedly, fully, now he is moſt rejefted an 
eppoſcd, ” Thirdly, 


rs think of this, - 


od 
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fbow: 8 Bk oy Brethren Wivig I alſo, nor i 
= boy Trot ofefpr think al 


Sex born. tk, Ha xercile of Reli Pl 
= keep, on; Pr 2yi "hearing all 
yer not er, Many as a 
ke n6s Oak it ike the, Here in the Mill, 


tis; bur yet i466 forth when he fir 
Sponge £it,oft das in th the Sj gd Religion, 0 


t ,in * Trading. in the World, where- Fang, keep on in 
7 Trading fiill,. till for want of care and caution, .and examining 
their accopnty whether : forward or backward, the 
tc LO. look to it my Brethren, that 
none of, You 766 in in, in che doing of ties,, but examine what 
comes:of of chew... Otherwiſe. 3, ou. may Trade your ſely 
; .Po ſo.you hear 'and pray your ſelves int 
t, and deſperate ſecurity, and formality, Thi 
ep Cale of Brees Laodicea, who kept up the 
of. 0 and verily thought that all wa 
od Ko The” Zakk > DN weriten.” and that ſhe” was in- 
; fpiritual Goods,and in a gaining way: but when her 
vers of up.at laſt, all comes to nothing, and ends 
is, yor I 26d nakedneſs, "Moſt dear Bre- 
ire I wit 1 and pray for the proſperity of you. all : bur a- 
boveall, 1, val, your 5 Sou outs proſperity with which, after my 
dear Foves to. Y ving already etccoded "the 
unds' of an Epiſtle, T commend You to the living God, 
Remaaing | 


* Tow fervent well wiſher and Em- 
: baſſador in Chriſt. 


"JAS. ALLEINE. 
Deviſes, 7une 22. 


I666. 


BE EFPESSSDS5 5 R185 RR 0p} ... 


- FI % _—_—_— oy 
w he « — 
_ x 
P a. TY 


(397) 


iy n | LETT 1 & AXX. 
Fi wy | EariAemiration! of theLove of God. x 


fo 7 thei loving ad moſt Dearty Beloved, "the Serum 
of God i a AY Salvation: 


£ & | = 
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pal kim. 2, Par it is my Fa leaſur yet to! "he 
te in-a total diſability. T5 Bt : <P 
anto him my. Nat: ſhall prey ſub 


) i and running over > And. hall I complain- 7 Far oe it 


1 70 « rhough T may notmurmur, methinks I may mourn a 
little, and fit-down nd wiſh, OifI may not hbaye a Tongue 
to: ſpeak, would I: had but Hands to Write, that I might 
from my Pen drop ſome; heayerily, Councels to my Beloved 
People, Methinks my. feeble Fingers do even Itch to Write 
unto. you, but: it.cannot be, alas my Right-hand ſeems to have 
forgot her cunning, and hath: much ado with trembling to 
Ifethe Bread -unto my\Mouth, Do you think you ſhould 
have had fo little.to ſhew, under my Hand, to bear witneſs of 
my Care' for you, and Love to you. if God had not ſhook 

Pen as it were out of my Hand > But all that hedoth is 
one well, and _— and therefore I ſubmit, I have pur- 


poſe 


Bubbotnirat . <6 - +0wre + 
% 


wh --+ 


poſed to borrow Hands wherewith to Write unto my Beloyedlifþ 
But where ſhall I begin, or when ſhould I end? If I thin] 
to ſpeak of the Mercies of ,G wards me, or mine enlarg Wir: 
ed affe&ions towards you, methinks I feel already how firaj 
os Paper is like to be, and how infignificant my Expref 
ons W 


$%-— 40 woe 4 
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the hand of the Lord had touched me, and though my long K 
Sickneſs was almoſt incredible Expenſive to me', yet _ | 
| ** Sup- 


! 1 


dmninj! ex abundant cau 


pplies did;not 3 little, lighten;my Burthen; - + .....-.  : .... 
"Anc GEL ut it Jail, yet.;E do not mindit leaſt, thas 
ſow have been, {o,ready in, zetyrning . Praiſes to God in ny 
balk, your T hankigiving, to) God, my dear Brethren; de 
1 [c, ro ms. of my giving thanks  unte! 
SPIT! ; on 3. af 6 ' ts 
And now my Heart methinks.is big to tell You a little of 
7 Loue to You, ſurely You are dear unto me ;_ but thou 
be ſweet to tell the Story, of Love, yet in this I will reſtrain 


Sy ſelf, ; For I fear leaſt as the Wiſe man. ſaith of the begin= 


ing of firife, fo I ſhould find of the beginning of Love, that 
i like the letting forth of the Water ; and, the rather I do 


Widear, becauſe I bope- you have better Teſtimonies than 


Jords, to bear Witneſs hereih unto You, TS 
Bur if I ſing the Song of Loye, O let Divine Love-overcar- 


5 
Wh the Praiſe ;; I found my ſelf in iraights. when I began to 


ak of the natural Loye between my dear People, and gn un= 
vrthy Miniſter of Chriſt 'tothem; and it ſeemed that all thar 


co laye ſaid was wuch too little, but now I haye to ſpeak of 


Love God, it ſeems to. be by far too much,, 
'O infinite Love never to 97 ane mare but ever to 


Admired, Magnified, and Adored fevers Creature! O 


tmy Heart be filled, Jet my Mouth filled, let my Pa. 
rs be filled, ever ever filled. with the thankful Commemo.. 
ation of this matchleſs Love. O turn your Eyes from other 


Wbjets! O Bury mein Reagents. and let my Love be 


Ike bk wa 
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d more mentioned nor had in' remembrance among You, 
that You may be throughly, poſſeſſed and inflamed with 
te Love of God, - This, my Beloved, this is that Love 
qtich is ever to be Commended, and Extolled by You, See 
alt your Souls with joy, and be raviſhed with rich con= 
ment in this Divine Love : Take your daily walk, and, 
iſe your ſelyes in the Field of Love: Drink, O Friends, yza 
tink abundantly, O Beloved, fear no excefs, O that your 
bouls may be drencht and © drowned in the Love of Chritt, 
W'You can every one ſay with the raviſht Spouſe, I am fick, 
f Love, Marvel not that I wander here, and ſeem to for- 
tt the bounds of a Letter, this Loye obligeth me, Yea, 12- 
ter conſiraineth me. Who it all the Earth ſhould admire 


| Fat You ftudie this Love: 61 = Souls with wonder, and 


and 


—_— 
and commend this Love if I'ſfiould not + I feel it, I wall 
KR, the ſweet Savonr thereof :Reviveth my Soul" it 36 Light 
mine Eyes, and Lite co mine Heart the warm Beams of thi 

efſcd Sun, -O'how have they Comtforted me, Raviſhed, x 
efreſhed'm> both in Body arid Soul } My beriumbed Link 
my withered Hands, my feeble Knees, my Bones quite nakef” 


of Fleſh do yet again Revive through the Quickning, Heallif 
Ing, and Raiſing influence of vine. Grace and Love. Noi 
tay own Hands can feed. me, and” my own feet can bear mf 
pe Appetite is quick, my' Sleep comfortable, and God 


xleaſed to giveſome increaſe coptinually' though by inſcnſibM. 
Free 5 And ſhall not I praife' that” 'Toye...and Grace thai 4 
hath done all this for me > Hs "What is this-to al-I have 
tell You > My Heart is enlarged,” tnit I'to}d You Paper cou 
not hold what T have to ſpeak"of the Goodneſs of the Alllfþ 
Gracious *God, ih 'which I live, ©T am forced: to end, lei 
you ſhould novbear my length. *My dearly Beloved, I {: 
my Heart unto You, divide my'Love amongſt 'you' all, a 
particularly tenflex it to your Reverend and Faithfull Pafſto 
whoſe Preſence with you, andPainfulneſs, and Warchfuln 
over you, and'Zeal and, Courapt for you in ſo dangerous 
- time, is matrer-of my greg 3 and Thankſgivings unt 
God, The Gtace' of our Lord Jeſus be with you all. F: 
you well in the Lord, Iremain” © | 


2, rl | "1 
Towr upworchy Miniſter and f, þ 
| vere Well wiſher tn the Lord x 
_- JOS. ALLEINKR 
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LET TERXXXI 


Fo "the moſt endeared People 1 the Inhabitans s of 
= - ' Taunton, Satoarion; (hh 


Aft dearly Beloved and longed for, 
' "1 For and Crown, | 


A Y Hearts defixe and Prayer for you is, that you may 
LY .L be faved. This is that which I have been Prayingand 
Wing, and Preaching for theſe many Tears 3 ahd this: is 
end of my ' Venturing, and Suffering, and Writing at this 
reſent time. - God that knoweth all things, he knoweth that 
lis is my Wiſh; ' Oh that I could but. come at their: Souls ! 
nd, that this is the Prize and the Gain that I Run for, that 
might win Souls, I ſeek not other Gifts, give me 'your 
ſearts, let me but part between your fins and You; Ciffer 
but to ſave You ;. give me leave to carry you over to Jeſas 
brig, and I will not ask you any more, I will ſerve « You 
ladly, I will ſufer for You thankfully, ſo I may but ſave 
Mov. Do not wonder why I follow you ſo preſſingly, why 
call upon you ſo frequently ; let netmy importunity be 
tieyous to You, all this is but to ſave You. Chriſt did not 
think his Blood, and ſhall I bethink my Breath, or Ink, 
bo: dear in order to your Salvation > What pitic is it, that 
fy of You ſhould miſcarry at laſt, under the power of Igno- 
ce, or by a prophane Negligence, or -a iorma]- and lifeleſs 
rofeſlion of ftri& Godlineſs, 
Beloved, I am' afraid of You leſt (as to many of You} 
W have run in vain, IT cannot but-moſt thankfully acknow- 
ds, that (conſidering the Paucity of thoſe that are ſavedy 
Mere are not afew of You who are the Joy of your Miniſters, 
1d the Glory of Chriſt, But it:cagnort be diſſembled, *thar 
r the greater number give little ground to Hope, ' that they 
p are 


reat 6 
1 off Swine, the Keep 


Repentance > Behold, be Randeth at the Door aud knocket 
O man wilt thou keep Jeſus at the door,and Iodge Barraba iff 
thy Boſome> and prefer thy cruel Luſts before thy Compal 
fionate Lord > .Olthis melting love to finners ! He calle 
after them, 1ſa. 55. 1. He weepeth over them, Luke 19. 41; 
42, Hecrieth to them, Proy. 1; 21,.22,.23. How long 1 

, ſimple ones, will you' loye ſimplicity \ Will you not be made; 
clean > When ſhall it once be >. Why will you die > Turn yol 
at my Reproof : Behold, I wil pour out: my Spirit upon you 
Sinner, art thou not yet melted > Oh come in at his loving 

Calls, 'Come out from thy ſins : Touch the Scepter of Gra 
and live: Why thouldelt thou be:daſhed in pieces by hiyf 


Iro ; 


| 1 . wn = 
ton Rod > Kiſs the Son : Why ſhouldſt thou periſh in the 
yay > Set up Jeſus as thy King, leſt he count thee for his 
Enemy, becauſe thou wouldſt not that he ſhould Reign over. 
ee, and fo thou be . called forth and flain before him, Oh 
bw dreadful will this Caſe be, to periſh under the pitiful 
Eyes of his Mercy, and to die by the hand of a Sayiour ! 
Oh double hell, to have thy Redeemer become thine Exe- 
tioner ! And the hand that was fo long ſtretched. forth to 
Were thee, to be now ſtretched forth to ſlay thee ! And the 
Wactciful heaxt of Chriſt himſelf hardned againſt thee, ſo as 
that ke ſhould call thee forth, and with his'own band hew thee 
ces, (as Samuel did Agag before the Lord.) | 
'BuE I have been roo too long in prefacing to what I in- 
ded forthwith to have fallen upon : Indeed I am apt to run 
tin matters that do fo neatly touch 'upon your greateſt 
Loncernments. PIT | q} 
* Beloved, I deſpair of ever bringing You to Salvation, with. 
kt Sand&ifhcation : Or poſſeſling Y ou with Happincf, with- 
WE perſwading You to holineſs, God knows I have not the 
alt hope ever to fee one: of your Faces in'Heaven, except 
Jou be Converted and SanQified, and. Exerciſe your ſ-lyes. 
hto Godlineſs, This is that I drive at. Tb:f:ech You ttudy 
further Perfonal Godiinefs, and Family Godlinefs, | 
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I x. Perſonal Godlineſs, Let it be your firft care to ſet up 
aAriſt in your Hearts, See that you make all your weoridly 
ttereſts to ſtoop to him, that You be entircly and unr.f r- 
dly devoted unto him, If you wilfully, and Ueliberatcly; 
d: ordinarily harbour any fin, You are undone, See that. 
ou unfeignedly take the Laws of Chriſt, as the rule of your 
eds, thoughts, and aQtions ; and ſubje& your whele 
kn, members and mind faithfully to him, Tf You have 
true reſpe& to all Gods Commandments, you are ſound 

-M hearr, Oh ſtudy to get the image and impreſs of Chriſt 
pon you within, Begin with .your hearts, elſe you 

could without a foundation, Labour to get a ſaving change 
thin, .or elſe all external performances will be to no pur- 

- 9. And then ſtudy to ſhew forth the power of godlincſs 
WÞ the life, Let piety. be your firſt and great buſineſs, *Tis 
[+ higheſt point of Juſtice, to gre God his due, Beware 

OD ROOM: =: that 
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- that none of you be a Prayerlcſs.perſon': for that is a moſt] , 
certain' diſcovery of a Chriſtleſs, and agraceleſs perſon, o 
one that is a very ſtranger to the fear of God, Suffer no 
your Bibles to gather duſt. See that you converſe dayly wi: 
the Word, That man can never lay claim to Blefſedneſ; 
whoſe delight is not in the law of the Lord. Let meditati 
on and ſelf-examination be your daily exerciſe, elſe the 
Papiſts, yea the Pagans, will condemn us, That. the ſhort 
queſtions, which I have given you as a help toſelf-examina 
tion, may:bedayly. 2, by you, is the matter of my paſ 
'Konare requeſt finto:you. It ever you come to any growtl 
In holineſs, without the conſtant uſe of this practice, Ian 
grofly deceived, And therefore I would beſeech, yea,. eve: 
Charge you, by the Lord, that you would daily examine yo 
+" by theſe queſtions, till you have found a better help 
this duty, | 

— But <3 without Charity, is but the half of chriſtiani 
or rather impious hypocrifie, We may not divide the Table 
See therefore that you do juſtly, and love mercy , and k 
Equity, and Charity run like an even thred,: throughout 
your dealings.. . Be you. temperate inall things, and Jet Chaſe, 
ſity, and Ska | be your undividel1 companions. Lani 
truth and Purity, Seriouſneſs and modeſty, Heavenlineſs an 
gravity be the conſtant ornaments of your ſpeech. Let paticnc 
and humility, ſunplicity. and fincerity ſhine our in all the pariſh, 
of your conyerſations. See that you forget and forgive wrong 
and requite, them. with kindneſs as you would be found chilffear 
dren of the moſt high, Be merciful in your Cerſures, aifhhar 
put the moſt favourable conftrution upon our BrethreMylo 
carriage that their ations will reaſonably bear, Be lj 
in promiſing, pun&ual in fulhlling, Let meekneſs and inngih 
cency,, Aﬀablencſs, Yieldingneſs, and Curtefie, comme 
your converſations toall men, Let none of your: Relatiofflly 
want that love and loyalty, that reverence and duty, that tian 
derneſs, care, . and vigilancy , which their ſeveral. placWors 
and capacities call. for. This is throughout godlincls. flthy” 
charge you before the moſt high God, that none of you hey, 
found a ſwearer, or alyar, a lover of evil company, cr|{gjn 
ſcoffer, or malicious, or covetous , cr a drunkard, or 
glutton, unrighteous in his dealing, unclean in his liviag x; 
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or a quarxeller, ox a thief, or backbiter, ora railer : forT de- 
cy unto you. from the living God, that deſixution ant 
nation is the end of all ſuch, Prev. 13. 20. Fam. 5. 12s 

Rev.21.8, 1 Cor.6.9,10, Gal.5.19,20,21. 

; 2, Family Godlineſs, He that. hath ſet. up Chrift in his 

JW heart, will be ſure to ſtudy, to ſet. him up.in his bouſe, . Ler 
eery family with you be a Chriſtian Charch ; every houſe, 
about: of Prayer ; every. houſhold, a houſhold of taith, Let 
erery houſholder ſay, with Foſhvia, I, and my houſe will ſerve 
the Lord, and refolvewith David, Pal. 121, 2, 1 will walk 

uh my houſe, with a perfe& heart, - Let me preſs upcn 
yua few duties, which I have been leng harping upon, but 
Abs (I ſpeak it to your ſhame) with many (too too many) of 

Wu; to little purpoſe in neal, 


"Wl. Firſt, Let Religion be in your families, not as a matter by, 
Wie by, (to be minded at leiſure, when the wecrid will giv 2 you 
= ave)*at the ſtandivg buſinefs of the houſe. .. Let them haye 

"your prayers as duly as their meals, is there any of your fami- 

ties,” but have time for their taking food, > wretched man ! 

Manſt thou find time to eat in; and not time to Pray in > 


Secondly, Settle it upon your Hearts, that your Souls ate 
bound up inthe Souls of your Family, - They are commijited 
onto you, and (if they be loſt through your negle) will be 
Required at your hands, Sirs, if you do not, you ſha}l know 
that the. charge of Souls is a heavy charge , and that the 
Blood of Souk is a heayy guilt, O man, halt thov a charge. 
if Souls to anfwer fot, and doſt thou not yet beſtir thy ſelf 
lor them, that their Blood be not found in thy Skirts > Wilt. 
bou do no more for immortal Souls, than thor wilt de fer 
by Beaſts, that periſh > What doſt thou do fer thy children, 
ind Seryants > Thou. provideſt Meat and Drink fcr them, 
precable to their Natures, and doſt thou, nut, the ſame for 
thy Beaſts > Thou giveſt them Medicines, and cheriſheſt 
Mem when they be Sick, and doſt thou not ſo much for thy 
, wine > More particulazly. 
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ol 1; Let the folemn Reading of the Woid,Iſo.34.16.Fob.5.31 
Chz) and 


_ - _— | 
and finging of Pſalms, be your Family Exerciſes, Pſa). 118. 
is, See Chrift /acrgs with his Famuly, viz. his Diſciples, 
Mani. 26, 30, Luke'g.'18, 


2, Let every perſon in your Families be duly called to ay ac- 
count of their profiting by the word heard or read, as they be 
about doing your 099 Buſineſſes, This is a Duty of conſequence 7 
unſpeakable, and would be a means to bring thoſe under i 
your charge, to remember and profit by what they recive. Sec If 6 
Chriſts Example in calling his Family to an account. Aat.16, Wt: 
tr.12.15. | 
' 33. Often take and account of the Souls nuder your care con-) 
ering their Spiritual eſtates, Herein'you muſt be Followen M1, 
of Chriſt, Mat, 13.10, 36, 51. Mark, 4.10, 11, Make en-Mth 
 Quiry into their conditions, infiſt much upon the-'finfulneſs MN 

and miſery of their natural eſtate , and upon the neceſlitys. 
of Regeneration and Converſion in crder to their Salvati- 
on, Admoniſh them gravely of tlieir fins, incouragegbegin- 
nings, Follow them earneſtly, and let them have no' quiet 
for You, till You ſee themin a Gving change. © This is a 
duty of high conſequence. but (Tam afraid) fearfully negle&-Mbr 
ed by ſome that are Godly. Doth not'Conſcierice fo: Thoul 

art the man > EN Ws. 


4. Look to the frift ſanfifying of the Sabbath, by all of yur 
Houſholds, pr por = = wo Many oor Feld fon 

little time elſe. O improve but your Sabbath-days as dili- 
gently in Jabouring for knowledge, and doing your Makers 
work, as You do the other days in doing yorr own work, andiſoy 
Z doubt not, but you may come'to ſome proficiencie. 


5. Let the Moywing and Evening Sacrifice of ſolemn Prayer 
be daily offered up in all your Families, Pſal. 93, 1,2, Exod.zoh 
8, Ink, 1. 9,10, Beware they be not found among that} 
amilies that call not upon Gods Name ; for why ſhould ther: 
be wrath from the Lord upon your Families > Fer, 10. 25 
O miſerable Families withour "God in 'the World, that arg 
without Family Prayer ! What have You fo many Family 
ſivs, Family wants, Family.Mercies, what and yet no Fant his 
n TRELS. DV Lads $4 ray ben 
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Prayers > How do You pray with all Prayer aud Supplication, 
if You do not with Family Prayer > Say not, I have n6 
time; What haſt thou all thy time on purpoſe to ſerve God, 
and ſave thy Soul, and is this that for which thou canſt find 
no time, Fiad but a heart, and I will find time, Pinch out 
of yopr meals and ſleep, rather then want for Prayer, Say 
not my buſineſs will not give leave, This is thy greateſt buſt- 
nefs, to ſave thyſelf, and the Souls committed to thee, Be- 
fides a'whet will be no let. Ina word, the Bleſſing of all is 
, Mito be got by Prayer, Fer, 29. 11,12. 2 Sam. 7. 29, And what 

is thy buſineſs without Gods Bleſſing > Say not, , I am not a- 
- WW ble. Uſe thy one Talent, and Gcd will increafe it, At25 
rs; Oc, Helps are to be had till thou art berter able, Bur if 
- Wihere be no other remedy, thou mart join with thine abler 

Neighbour, God hath ſpecial regard to joint Prayer, Fam. 
$.14.10 19. 4fs 12,5,10 12. 2 Cor,1,11, and therefore You 
muſt improve Fatnily advantages for the performing of it. 
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6, Put every one in your Families upon private Prayer. Ob- 
ſve whether they do perform jt,, Get them the help of a 
bem, if they need it, till they are able to go without, Di- 
rR them how to Pray, by minding them of their fins, wants, _ 
nd mercies, the materials of Prayer, This was the praCtice 
i Fohn, ana of Jeſus, Luk,11,1,2, 


FF 7. Set up Catechizing in your Families, at the leaſt once 
ery week, It was my parting, dying requeſt, that you would 
Wt up and maintain this duty in your families, Have you 
lone it all accordingly > Cannot your corſ-iences witneſs, 
annot your families witneſs you have not > Well, IT thought 
Ty parting words would have done ſomething with you : I 
loped the fervent requeſt of a dying Miniſter, would ' haye 
tvailed for ſuch a ſmall matter with you. What, 
Wo this day without ſolema catechizing in your houſes? Ah, 
What a diſcouragzment to your teacher is this > Brethren, 
hall T yer prevail with you > Will you reje& me now alſo ? 
lt me perſivade you, before you take off your eyes from 
1b {2 lines, to re olve to fet upon the conſtant exeriſ- of 
Ui duty, Surely I hate done and fuffcred more for you 
wen this comes to : wil you deny me 2? I bcfcech you, let 

(hz) - me 
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me find, if ever God dobring me again to viſit your houſes, 
that the words of a ſuffering Miniſter have ſome power wiih 
you. I have ſent youan help on purpcſe : what ſhall all ny 
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pans be but ſpeaking in the wind > and all my pains p 
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but labourin | 
Almighties = hag That you ſhould teach theſe things dil. 
gently to. your children, and talk, of them as you fit in your hoy 
ſes, Ic, Deut.6.6,7, 8. 9.aud4. 9, 10. and 11. 18; 19, 26, 
and train them up in the way they ſhould go, Prov.2:2.6.the Mat 
gin. Hath God Jo commended Abraham, that he would teachWin 
bis children- and houſbold, Gen, 18, 19. and that he had (oi 
many infirufed ſervants, Gen.14.14. the Margin ant given 
fach a promiſ: to him thexeupon,-and will not you put info 
a ſhare, neither inthe praiſe, nor the promiſe > Hath - Chiilſli 
honourcd catechizing with his preſence, Luke 2. 46, and wil 
not you own it with your praQiſe 2 Say not, they are car: 
lefs, and will not Jeam, What have you your Authority 
for, ifnot to-uſe jt for God, and the good of their ſouls Mpi 
Youwill call them up, and force them todo your work ; andifſ 
ſhould you not, at leaſt be as*:ealous* in putting them uponſſſui; 
Gods work 2 Say not, theyare dull and are not capable, I 
they be dull, God requires of you the more pains and pati 
ence, but ſo dull as they arg, you will make them learn ho 
to work ; and can they not learn as well how to live ! Al , 
they capaple of the myſteries of your trade, and are they noff 
capable of the plain principles of Religion > well as ever youlſ 
would ſee the growth of Religion, -the cure of ignorance, thall; 
remedy of prophaneſs, the downtal.' of error, fulf] you ny 
Joy in going through with this duty. E- * -*7 
| Ihavebeen too long already, and yet I am afraid my [ct 
ter will be ended before my: work be done, how loath am Ii 
to leave you , before *I have prevailed with you'to ſet to tha 
work, to which you. are here dire&ted, will you paſs yout 
promiſe, will you give me.your hands 2. Oh that you would 
you . cannot do me a greater pleaſure, Ask what you will of 
me ; See jf I will not do as much for you, Oh that you 
Families. might be a joy to me, as that twice noþle Ladies 
to Fohn. ; who profeſſes he had. no went cf then to find 
her children walking. in the truth | Beloved why ſhould yo 
ngt give the hand one to another, and mutually engage cac 
* | RI wh ” a m 


in the fire > Beloved yau have no dread of the 
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wother, for more yigorous and diligent endeavours, in pro- 
motin —_— godlineſs, I muſt tell you, God looks for 
more than ordinary from: you, in ſuch a day as this, He ex- 
pets that you ſhould do, both in your hearts, and in your 

uſes, ſomewhat more than ever, under theſe his Extraor- 
linary diſpetiſations, - My moſt dearly beloved mine own 
bowels in the Lord, will you fatisfie the lougings.of a travel. 


o.Mling Miniſter > Will you anſwer the Calls of Divine Provi- 


dence > Would you remove the Incumbent, or prevent.tl e 


\Minpending Calamities > Would you plant Nurſeries for the 


hurch of God>Would you that God ſhould build your Hou- 


ſs,. and bleſs your Subſtance > would you that your Chil. 


\Miren . ſhould bleſs you. > that Your Father ſhould bleſs 


You > Oh, then ſer up Piety in your Families as ever you 
jo8ld be bleſſed, or be a bleſſing, let your Hearts and your 


eMhHouſes be the Temples of the living God, in which his wor- 


ſhip (according to all the forementioned direQions ) may be, 
Ni conſtancy reyerently performed, Pardon my prolixity, 


and importunity in fo earneſt purſuing of You ; I am yet 
Witaid I have done too ſoon, and ſhall end without my Errand, 


The Lord God perſwade you, To him I turn me, for I am 
ell aFfured, he can prevail with you ; 


, 
s 


'$; Father of Spirits, that hath ſet me over thy 


Flockto watch for their Souls, as one that muſ? 


Mrive 42 account. I have long ſtudied thy Will, and 


woht in thy Name, and do unfeignedly bleſs thee; 


What any have believed my Report. 1 have given unto 


Whey: the Words which thou gaveſt me, and they have 


Jreceived them. 1have manifeſted thy Name unto them, 


d they have kept thy Word. And now I am no more 
wth them, but I come unto thee: Holy Father keep 
bem through thin: own Name; for tbey are thine, As 


Wy have kept the Word of thy Patience, ſo keep thou 


NC 


C 
i 


em in the hour of Temptation. They are but a flock, 


< ntle and a helpleſs flock. bur thou art their Shep= 


(h 4 ) heard, 
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heard, ſuffer them not to want. Do thou feedthey fi 
 . and fold them. Let thy Rod and thy Staff compar * 
them, and let net the Beaſts of prey fall npoz them, wolf } 
the ſpoiling of their Souls. © - Ft 


But what ſhall I do for them that will not be gatherlf © 
ed. TI havecalled after them, but they would not an 
ſwer; I bave charged them in thy Name , but th 
-would not bear ; 1 have ſtudied to ſpeak perſwaſruelyt 
them, but Tcannot prevail. Then 1 ſaid, Thave li 
boured in vain; IT have Spent my Ftrength for nought 
and m vain, yet I cannot gwve them over, much leſs mi 
give thee over. Lord perſwade Japhet,to dwell nth 
Tents of Shemh. Lord, compel them to come in, and ll 

the hands of mercy upon them, as thou didſt on lingrin. 
Lot, and bring them forth, that they may eſcape ji 
their lives and not be conſumed. Lord, 7 pray the 
open thesr eyes that they may ſee, and lay hold upon thei 
hearts by thy Omnipotent Grace. Do thou turn then 
ard they ſhall be turned + O bring back, the miſerah|, 
Eaptives,and ſuffer not the Enemy of Mankind to driv 
away the moſt of the flock before mine eyes, and to derii 
the fruitleſs endeavours of thy Laborers, and boaſt ove 
them, that he can ds more with them, though he ſe 
to rume them, than all the beſeechings, counſels, ani 
charges of thy Servants that ſeek to ſave them. Lord 
sf I could find out any thing that would pierce them, tha 
would make its way into their hearts, thou kaoweſ?! 
world uſe it. But Ihave been many years pleading th 
Cauſe in vain. O let not theſe endeavers alſo be lift 
| O God, find out every ignorant, every prophane ſin 
every prayerleſs Soul, and every prayerleſs family, an, 


CON- 


| | (121) 
convince them of their miſerable condition, while with- 
10 out thee in the- world. Set thy Image upon their Souls, 


toll ſet up thy Worſhip im their Families. Let not pride, 


jgnorancey or ſlothfulneſs, keep them in negleft of the 
means of Knowledge. Let thine eyes be over the place 
of my deſires for good, from one cnd of the gear to the 
other end thercof. Let every Houſe therein be a Sems- 
nary of Religion, and let thoſe that caſt their eyes upon 
Wl theſe lines, find thee ſliding mby rhe ſecret influence of 
thy Grace into their thearts, and irreſiſtably engaging 
them to do thy pleaſure. Amen, Amen. 
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LETTER XXXII, 
THe that endureth to the end ſhall be faved.] 


To the Loving and Well-Beloved the Servants of 
_ Chriſt :# Huntington, Grace and Peace: 


 2ft dear Chriftians, 


I Do thankfully acknowledge, both to God, and You, that 
A I am many ways obliged to love, and ſerve you : and 
ſurely, when the Lord ſhall turn our Captivity, I will 
( through his Grace ) endeayour to ſhew my ſelf thankful, 
. Wherein I may, unto You, I am the more ſenſible of your 
at love, becauſe I 6annot be infenfible, how little I have 
. Ceferved ſuch a Mercy, and how little I have been. able to 

do, to oblige You; Able, I ſay, for I am ſure, I have becn 
willing to be much more ſerviceable to you : But now, Letters 
and Prayers are all that I have for you; of theſe I ſhall be ready 
©o be [wy Your love to me hath been very bountiful : 
I may not forget the liberal Supplies that you have ſent, ma- 
ny of you, even out of your poverty to me ; and not to me 
only, but to the whole Family of my Brethren, and Fellow- 
Priſoners, who do all bleſs you, and ſend by theſe with me, 
their thankful reſpe&s unto you, I fervently pray , and do 
not doubt to ſpeed, that you may reap in Grace and Glory, 
what you have ſown to us in bounty, Verily, there is a re- 
ward for the Righteous, Ah, how ſure is it | And how great 
and how nearis it > Comeon, my dear Brethren, and Fel- 
Jow-Travellers. Stir up your ſelves, and ſet to your race, 
See that you loiter not, but ſpeed apace in your holy Courſe, 
What tire by the way, or think of looking back, when Hea- 
ven is the prize > God forbid, To him that ſoweth " 

- 0h 7” | ; ouſn 
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opſneſs there ſha}] be a ſure reward, What though jt ſhould 
cem Now > As long as it is ſ>ſure, and ſo great , never be 
difcouraged : In the end you ſhall reap, i you faint not, 
Wait but a while, and you ſhall have a blefſed Harveſt. The 
Lord ſpeaks to the Chriſtian, as he to bis Credito? in ano. 
ther Caſ2, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all, Oh now for Faith and Patience ! How ſafely, how ſweet. 
ly would theſe carry us to our Home and Harbour, througb 
al difficulties, Brethren beloved, be ye followers of them, 
who through Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes, Ir is 
want of Patience that undoes the world, ' Patience, I mean, 
rot ſo much in the bearing the inflicted evil, as jn waiting for 
the Ueferred good, If the Reward of Religion would be pre- 
ntly in hand, who would not be Religious > Who but the 
deceitful world count it doubtful and dittant ; and they are 
all for ſ:mething in hand, and fo take up with a prefent feli- 
cy. The Lord deals alt upon truſt, and upon that account 
s but little dealtwith, You muſt have Patience,and be content 
to plow and ſow, and wait for the return of all at the Harveſt, 
when this life is ended, They that like not Religion upon 
thcſ2 terms, may ſee where they can mend their Markets, But 
you, my Brethren, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, abounding in the 
work of the Lord, tor as much as you know your Jabofir ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord, Wait a little, there is but 2 ſhort 
life between you, and the bleſſed inheritance of the endleſs 
Glory. Ah wretched unbelievers ! Hcow worthy are you to be 
ſhut for ever'out of the Kingdom, that did ſo undervalue all 
the Glory, that God had promiſ:d, as not to count it ſuffici- 
ent to pay them for a little waiting > Beloved, lifc up your 
Eyes and behold your Inheritance, the good Land that is be. 
yond the Fordan, and that goodly Mountain, The Promiſes 
rea Map of Heaven, Do but view it believingly and confi- 
derately, as it is darkly drawn there, and tell me, what think 
you of that worthy portion, that goodly Heritage ? Will not 
all this make you amends for your ſtay > Why then act like 
Believers, Never bethink the pains, nor expences of Religi- 
on, Let no man'fear he ſhall ccme off a loſer. What though 
You are much'upon ttc ſending hand > I might tell you, 
God isteforehand with yu however : but I would have you 


principally to'look forward, Ir is much that God hath _— 
+ out 
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ut] .uppn;You ; but who can tell what he hath [laid uy 
for them that fear him > And will you miſs of all, for wane 
of Patience > God forbid, Behold the Husbandman waiter 
for the precious fruits of the Earth, and hath long patience Was 
till he receive the early and later rain, Be ye alſo patien W 
ſtabliſh your hearts, fcr the coming of the Lord drawethiſe 
nigh. What, ſhall the Husbandman have more patience forWri 
the Fruits of the Earth, than you for the pretious fruits iii 
our Faith > The Husbandman hath no ſuch certainty as you; 
he bath but a probability of an harveſt, and yet ke hath pati 
ence; -he is content to yenture, He is at great pains, and 
much coſt, he is till laying out, and hath nothing coming in 
and yet. he is. content to wait for his reimburſement, till 
the Corn: be grown, But your harveſt is moſt ſure, as ſure] 
as the irrevocable Decree, the infallible Promiſe, the immu. 
table Oath of a God, a God that cannot lie, that knows nofffff - 
place for Repentance, can make it. Again, the Husband.iſ * 
man hath no ach increaſe to.look for as you, Oh, if he werelff 
but ſure, that every Corfi would bear a Crown, with what «x 
ultation-and joy, rather than patience, would he go through” 
all his coſt and-labour, Why, Brethren, ſuch is a Believers 
increaſe, - Every Grain ſhall produce a Crown ; and every 
Tear ſhall bring forth a Pearl ; and eyery minute in pains ori 
Prayers, an age of Joy and Glory* Beſides, the Husband-ſ 
man hath long patience, and will not you have alittle pati- 
ence ? It is not long patience that God doth expe&@ of you: 
for behold, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, Will theſ 
Garriſon yield when relief is at hand > Or the Merchant fit”. 
down and give up his hopes, when within:ght of the Har- 
bour > Or will the Husbandman deſpond, and give up all for 
lot, when he ſees the fields even white for the Harveſt> Or iſ '< 
ſhall he do more for a crop of Corn, than you will do forſſ©. 
a crop of Glory > Farbe it, Behold the Judge is even at © 
Door. The Lord is at hand, He cometh quickly, and his 
zeward is with him, He comes with the Crown in his hand, 
to T:t upen the head of patience, Therefore caſt not away 
your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward, 
The Priſoners of' the Lord, your Brethren in the Paticnce of 
Jeſus, can tell you, it is good ſeffering for ſuch a Maſter, We ſ: 
muſt tel} you, as they ſaid to our Lord in anothes caſe, He 
| is 
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; worthy for whom you ſhould do this, God is beyond mea- 
xe gracious to us here, He ſhines bright into our prifon, 
lefled be his Namc. He waters us from heayen, and earth. 
s,we truſt, you forgot not the pcor Priſoners, when you pray, 
we would that many thankſzivings; ſhould ' abound in our 
half, And Prayer being the onely Key that can open our 
Priſons, we truſt that you will, not ſla nor let your hands 
x heavy, but pray and not faint : and doubrlefs Prayer will 
pit, But IT am apt to paſs the bounds of a Letter, yet I pro- 
wemy (if now an caſte pardon for ſo loving a treipaſs. With 
y dear Loves to you all, I commend you to Gcd, and the 
\ Word of his Grace. Though I haye done writing , yet not 
|ſWraying. I will promiſe, where my Letter ends, my Prayers 
al begin, Farewell, dear Brethren : Fare you well in the 
lord, I am 


An unworthy Embaſſador of Jeſus 


re .. T.5 - 15... 


:- JOS. ALLEINE. 
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LETTER XXXIL.- 


[ For Perſeverance. J fn - | 


To m7 dear Friends the Servants of Chriſt 6 Luppit | 


Beloved Chriſtians, 


| Aving taken up a Reſolution to Write to, and to endeſ 
. 4 vour to confirm'all the Places, .where I have gone vc 
and down Preaching the Kingdom of God, You were by n 
means to be omitted, . You were the People that were |: 
upon my Heart, _—_— my taking up, and had I not beef 
made a Priſoner, I think I had ina few houss after-the tin 
of my Apprehenfion been'with you, Now I can no way buff 
by Prayers, Letters, and Councels' vifit you ; and fo hi 
ſent theſe, to let you know, that you are. upon my .Hearſ's 
and that your We)fare is dear unto me, I bleſs the Lord 
hear that his Work doth not ceafs among you, It is thi 
Joy of our Bonds, Beloved, to hear that the Word is noffckr: 
und, and that Satan hath not his defign upon the PeopIſWre 
of God, who doubtleſs intended by theſe Sufferings to haj 
ſtruck Terrour into them, and to have made their Hand 
weak. _Know, dear Chriſtians, that the Bonds of the Gd 
l are not tedious through Grace unto vs, that Chriſt is us T 
er worth a ſuffering for, that there is really enough i 
Religion to defray all our Charges, and to quit all the Co 
and Expence You can be atin or upon it ; That you maſſ* 
Build upon it that you can never be loſers by Jeſus Chriff®8: 
that Chriſts Priſon is better than the Worlds Paradiſe, thif® 
the Divine Attributes are alone an All-ſufficient Livelihood 
that the Influences of Heaven, and Shines of Gods County} 
nance are ſufficient to lighten the dazkſomeſt Pungeon, ani 


(127) 


to-Perfume and Sweeten the noiſomeſt Priſon toa poor Belie! 
ver ; that if Youcan bring Faith and Patience, and the A- 
ſurance of the Divine Favour with You to a Priſon, you will 
live comfortable in ſpight of Earth and Heil. Theſe are Truths 
that the Priſoners of Chriſt can in a meaſure Seal unto ; and 
[ would have you to be more ſoundly affured of, and efta- 
bliſhed in, Brethren, we are of the ſame mind in a Priſon, 
that we were of in the Pulpit z that there is no Life to a Life 
of Holineſs; that Chriſt, and his Yoak, and his Croſs,are wor- 
\Mihy of all acceptation ; that it is the beſt, and wiſeſt, and 
| Tieſ and painfulleſt courſe in the World . to ſtick clcſe to 
Chriſt and his Ways, and to adhere to them in all hazards, 
Come on, Beloved Chriſtians, come on, ſlack not your pace, 
but give dilligence to. the full afſwance of Hope unto the end, 
and bz ye followers of them who through Faith and Patience 
Minherit the Promiſes, Strengthen the Hands that hang down, 
Wand the feeble Knees, If you faint in the day of ps uy wag 
:Wjour ftrengrh is ſmall, Chear up, my Brethren, look what a 
Crown, what a Kingdom here is 3 What ſay you > Is not 
ere a worthy Portion, a goodly Heritage > Were it not pi- 
tyto loſe all this for want of Diligence and Patience? Come, 
lear Chriſtians, and fellow Travellers, T pray You, let us 
ut on : Pluck up the weary Limbs, our Home is within 
Wight. Lift up your Eyes from the Piſga of the Promiſes : 
pu may ſee the Land of Reſt, Will any of you think of 
returning into Egypt > God forbid : A little patience, and 
MCkriſt will come. Behold, the Husbandman waiteth for the 
recious fruits of the Earth, and hath Jong patience till he 
ive the early and later Rain : Beye allo patient, ſtabliſte 
jour Hearts, for the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh. He 
W not a Chriſtian indeed, that cannot bg content to tarry for 
is Preferment in another World, Caſt upon it, my Bre- 
Wren, that your Kingdom {s not of this World ; that here 
ou muſt have Tribulations, and that all is well as long as we - 
ate ſecured for Eternity, Exhort one another daily : Strive 
ifÞogerher in Prayer, unite your ſtrength therein, and pull a 
hin : Mercy will come ſooner or later, howeyer we will be 
xFontent to wait till the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ih how ſurely will he come ! He will render Tribulation te 
nem that trouble us, and to us that axe troubled, reſt _ 
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Kin, Onely believe and wait : What not watch with him one 
hbur > Why the Judg is eyen at the door ! And how bleſſed 
Will you be if you do but continue and hold faſt till he come i} 
Watch therefore, and ſtand faſt, quityou like men, be Ze: 
bous, and let your hearts be ſtrong : God is your Friend, and 
you may truſt him, He is able to bear you out, and bear yo 
Up Faint not therefore, but be tedfaſt, unmoyeable, abound. 
Ing in the works of the Lord, ' Speak often one to anothe 
_ to Love, and to good Works, Let the Bay of Oppo. 
ton againſt Godlineſs, make the Torrent of your Zeal bead | 


Syer with the more violence, But it's time to end, I havgþ 
betn bold to call upon you, you ſee ; and to ſtir you up 4 
way of Remembrance, May the' Spirit of the moſt -high Godfiff * 
Excite you, encourage you,' enflame you : May theſ- poof: © 
Lines be ſome quickning to you: may the Good-will of hir - 
that dwelt in the Buſh dwell with you, My dear Loves to yo Fe 
- 8, Pray for the Priſoners, Farewel dear Brethren, farcue 'M 
K the Lord, -I am | oi 
T. | : p 
Tours in the Bonds of thdff 1 

| walk Fa 

Lord 7eſas, 

6 ; fee. 51 ol 

JOS. ALLEINE by 

$ | | led 
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EFETFTER XXXExyY.- 
To a Back-ſliding Fellow-Student. 


bp Sir, - 
A / Hom this will find you, or when, or where, I know 
Pla not 3 but I have ſhor this arrow at a venture., Once 
\you were an Aﬀociare with me .in Corprs Chriſt? , where 1 
[remember your blameleſs Converſation, and your zealous. af- 
"feRion for , and adheſion ro the ways and people. of God. 
"May you be ſtill found in the tame paths of Holineſs, with- 
out which no-.man ſhall ſee God, The vows of God are np- 
an me (which, I confeſs, I have been too flack to Pay.) that 
I would put you in remembrance, and 1n all Brotherly,ten- 
derneſs adviſe you,to remember from whence you are fajlen, 
I was informed,; before your leaying of Ergland,of many un- 
happy miſcarriages, Which the great reproach of your holy. 
proteflion,. you had been too manifeſtly guilty of. Iam not 
without ſome hope , that the Lord may have fince rccal- 
led you , and brought, you back to himſelf : and yer, rot 
without more fear, left, if the power of eorruption were {> 
ſtrong, as to precipitate you with ſach violence , at ivcn 3 
time as that was, and in ſuch a place'as E122, as Oxon 
where you had ſo many encouragements, 2nd !{iQUcernents, 
examples, and faithful friengly, warebtui oMfervyer von may 
now much more be cartied aw ay,in {actin 3 BLiCC, 2nd ANIONS 
luch Company ; as now you may be i'i*cly ro be in Sir, T 
beſeech you ro' be aſſured , that nothing aut che conſe; 


CICTEY 
of my duty hath engaged me , now you tare been {5 me- 
Wy years 2 ſtranger to me, and are at fo {©#n7 12d 


miles diſtance from me, to wrire notwithſtand ns © on, 
And Tbeſeech you, bear a littie with me. Ts it wit or 7,7 
you have begun in the Spirir, to end in the Hieſh ? v- 

jun well , who hath hindred you ? T remember your 3.1 
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walkings , your holy converſe, your many tears : will you 
loſe the things that you have wrought ? have you found our 
another a nearer way to Heaven ? do you hope to get in ar 
the wide Gate, in the broad way ? need I to:mind you, thar 
it had been better for you never to have: known the way of 
life, then after you have known ir ,. to turn aſide from the 
Holy Commandment ? can you ever enter into Gods Hill, 
without you be of clean hands,and a pure heart? I know, you 
are nor ignotant, That ſtrait zs the gate, and narrow zs the way 
that leadeth unto life , and few there be that find it : and will 
you yet doas the moſt , and decline the way of ſtrigneſs, 
and holy felf-deniahand give the fleſh the reins? whar, when 
God, that cannor lie, hath ſaid, *1f you l:ve after the fleſh, you 
ſhall die Do you not know that you do in vain name the 
name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , except you depart from ini- 
quity ?-I am ſure you knowit: OhSir, conſider it, improve 
it. Oh ! have you for learnt Chriſt, as ro think, thar the way 
of Carnal liberty and loofneſs,, the way of evilcompany and 
fleſblineſs, is the way to eternal life? I am not for tying up 
' Salyation to this, or that Opinion : but certainly, let men be 
of whar opinion they will, without ftridtneſs, (clf-denial, and 
holy diligence, they cannor be'faved, Mat.:16. 42. Mat. 11, 
12.'1 Pet, 1. 15,.16. Once you could ſay with David, 1 am 
a companion fo all them that fear thee : \s it ſo now? O Sir, 
lernort the wicked entice you. Hath not God ſaid, 4 Com 
panion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, Prov. 13. 20. That you muſt 
forſake the fooliſh, if youdefite to live, Prov. 9. 6. Sir, I 
have no more hopes ever to meet you more on Earth : 0 
that I might meet you in Heaven! ler us tread the ſame path 
of Holineſs, and then we ſhall doubtleſs meer, there. Bur 
ſurely you muſt deeply, and timely repent of , and return 
from your grievous back-flidings , or elſe I deſire never to 
meer in your Heaven. But why ſhould nor we, that have ſo 
often mer in ſerious and holy Prayer together, we that have 
{o often metat the Lords Table rogerher, we that have fo of- 
ren cat rogether,and faſted rogerher,meet iri glory together ? 
T beſeech you dear Sir, if the Lord hath nor already ſmitten 
you to the duſt, and broken you,and reduced to the ways of 
holineſs, now confider your ways, and turn your feet to his 
Teſtimonies, Oh remember that, The back-ſtider zn heart ſhat 
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be flled with his own ways. God hath faid ir, and who ſhall 
reverſe it? If any man draw back, my Soul ſhall have no plea-' 
ſire #n bim. And once again, when the righteous turyeth away 
from hrs righteouſneſs, and committeth 1ntquity, ſhall hz live ? 
tr bis treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſea; ſhall he not die ? T know 
Prayers can reach you, though at fo vaſt a diftance; I ſhall 
add ro:them cheſe Counſels, and commir'you to God , re- 
taining | | | 


Yotr real Friena i" Crift, 


Fuelohaſter, May 18th: 
EE 1664. 
| 
deans " 
, 
| 
p g : ; POFY Te + : 
| LETTER XXXV. 
| 
[_ Good Counſel to his Wife. 
1 Bt - 
| 1) moſt dear Theodoſta, | = 
Hou ſeemeſt ro haye been long from me : Ler nothitiy 
BE & any longerdetain thee, bur my Sifters neceltity, or Fa- 
? WW thers Authoriry. Iam very ſorry that thou ſhouleſt lofe rwo 
- Woacraments, I am in a comfortable ſtate of health, throug); 
4 Divine goodneſs, to which be glory for ever. Sce thar thou 
* love and admire that Fountain of our life, and prace: ant, 
? be ever mindfnl thar *tis all thy buſineſs ro love, ard {© :v-, 
- and praiſe thy Creator and Redeemer. T hive no cher ! 
; fineſs but this to write to rhee about : Bur this is all ent? - 
fineſs, Whar be uſe to call buſinefs is tit vaniny and 


; 
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tme,and ſome by matter in compariſon of this. Remember 
and forger not that 'tis thy chief end ro glorifie God;and en- 
joy him for ever, Learn well that Leflon, and know that 
it is the one thing neceſſary. Every morning remember thac 
thy ſerving and plcafing of God,is the-whole buſineſs of that 
day,and therefore ſer out accordingly with an expreſs deſign 
and intention to pleaſe God in thy eating, drinking, viſiting, 
converfing, calling, and duties of thy Relations throughout 
rhe day. My moſt dear hearr,- I have nothing in the worid 


that doth concern thee, or me ſo much to write of to thee, 


as this is. Oh that thou mayſt be ſtill be laying up in Heaven! 
ſtill furthering rhy account ; ſtifpadding to the heap,and en- 
creafing thy glorious reward | nothing is done for God, but 
thou ſhalt hear of ir again. Whatever is not done for God,is 
bur ſo much loſt. Thoſe things which others do being led by 
their natural affeRions and deſires, thoſe things do thou do 
with holy Aims, for ſpiritual ends, and then God willpurt it 
on the account, as ſo much done for him. $So it is my dearef?, 
God keeps a true account, See that thou believe it, and fo 
plow in hope, and ſowe in hope, pray and hear with an eyc 
' to the ſurereward. Let thy hopes be ftrong and lively, ane 
then thy hands will be ſtrong,and thy reſolutions and affe8;. 
ons will be ſtrong.My time is very precious,and I would r::: 
loſe any inch of ir.See thou.to ir,that mytime im writing tl: 
Letter be not loft time, Love God the more, and ſet th:;:+ 
heart the ſtraighter towards him,and do but pratice this ore 
thing, in every ſolemn a&ion to look ro thy ends,and ther i 
have got well, and thou better by theſe Counſels, My dear: 
elt, 1 loye thee in truth and tenderneſs, Hur my love fagnifies 
little, unleſs it ſerve thine Eternal good, 


TIre# thine own- 


JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
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LETTER, XXXVI. 


[To his Wife, Deſires after Heaven. ] 
My Dear Heart, 


Y heart is now a little art reſt trowrire to thee, TI haye 

'Þ been theſe rhree days much diſturbed, and ſet our of 
frame. Strong ſolicitations I have had from ſeveral hands, 
to accept very honourable prefermenr in ſeveral kinds, ſome 
friends making a Journey on purpc ſc to pr opound ir , bur I 
have not found the invitations (thovgh I confeſs very konour- 
ble, and ſuch as are or will be ſuddenly embraced by men of 
far greater worth and eminency) to ſuit with the inclinations 
of my -own heart , as I was confident they would nor with 
thine. Thave ſenr away my friends fatisficd with the reaſons 
of my refuſal, and am now ready with joy to fay with David, 
Soul return unto thy reft, Bur alas, that ſuch things ſhould di- 
ſturb me, IT would live above this lower region, that no paſ- 
ſapes or providence wharſuever might pur me out of frame, 
nor diſquiet my ſoul, and unfertle me from my defircd ref. 
f would have my heart fixed upon God,fo as no occurrences” 
might diſturb my tranquility, but IT mighthbe ſtill in the fame 
quiet and-even frame, Well, though Tam apr to be unfettled, 
and quickly ſet off the hinges, vert merhinks I am like a Bird 
our of rhe neſt, T am never queer till T am in my old way of 
Communion with God, like the needle in the Compals that 
is reſtleſs, till it- be rarned towards the the Pole. FE can ſay 
through grace with the Church, with my ſoul have, 1 defired 
thee in the nighr, and with my Spirit within me have ITloupght 
thee early, my heart is early and late with God, and *tis the 
bufineſs and delight of my life to ſeek him. Bnr alas, how lone 
ſhall T be a ſeeking ? how long ſhall ! ſpend my days in witt- 
ing and defiring, when my glorified Bre:hren lpend theirs iri 
rejoycing and enjoying ? Iook as the poor impriſyned captive 
fghs under the burdenſome cop of his Trons, and can oneiy 
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peawthrough rhe Grafe,and think of,and long for the ſweet- 
neſs of thar liberty which he ſees others enjoy : ſuch me- 
-chinks-is my condition :/I can only. look through the.Grate 
of this Priſon my fleſh, I ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Facos, 
fitting down in the Kingdom. of God , bur alaſs, I my ſelf 
muſt ſtand wirhour longing, ſtriving, fighting, running, pray= 
Ing, waiting, for whar they are enjoying, Oh happy,thrice 
happy 'pouls! when ſhall theſe Ferrers of mine be. knocked 
off ? when ſhall I be ſer ar liberty from this Priſon of my 
body ? you are cloted with glory, when I am clothed with 
duſt, I dwell in fleſh, in a Houſe of Clay, when you dwell 
with God in a Houſe not made with hands, eternal in che 
Heavens. I muſt be continually clog'd with the cumberſome 
burden of this Dung-hill Body, thar had irnor a ſoul dywel- 
ling in it like Salr as it were to preſerve,it would ſoon turn 
ro putrefagion and corruptien , and be as odious and loath- 
ſome as the filthieſt Carrion, when you have put on incor- 
ruption and immortaliey, What continual moleſtation am] 
ſubje& to by reaſon of this fleſh?whar pains doth it coſt me to 
keep this earthen Veſſel from breaking,it muſt be fed, ir muſt 
be clothed, it muſt be exerciſed, recreated, and which is worſt 
of all cheriſhed with time-deyouring ſleep, fo thar T live but 
lirtle of the ſhort time I have alotted me here ;: but oh bleſ- 
ſed ſouls, you are ſwallowed up of immortality and life, your 
race is run, and you have received your Crown. How cau- 
tious muſt I be to keep me from dangers , how apt am I to 
/ be troubled with the cares and fears of this life, moleſting my 
ſelf with the- thoughts of what I ſhall eat, and whar I ſhall 
put on, and wherewithal I ſhall provide for my ſelf and mine; 
when your ſouls are taken with nothing but God, and Chriſt, 
and *ris your work: to be ſtill contemplating, and admiring 


that loye that redeemed you from all this. Alas, how amT ; 


encompaſt with infirmities ; and ſtill carry about me Death 
in my boſome, what pains and coſt muſt I be ar to repair the 
rotten and ruinous building of this earthly Tabernacle, which 
when I havedone Iam ſure will ſhortly fall abour my ears; 
when you are got far above mortality , and are made equal 
with the Angels. , Oh I groan earneſtly to be clothed upon 
with my houſe which is from Heaven, being willing rather to 
be abſent from the Body, and- preſent with the Lord : ah, 
; whe! 
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when ſhall T come and appear before him. When ſhall I re- 
ceive the Purchaſe of my Saviour, the fruir of my prayers, 
the harveſt of ny labours, the end of my Faith, the Salya- 
tion of my ſoul? Alas, what do There ? this is not my reſting 
place, My creature is in Heaven,and my heart is in Heaven, 
Oh whcn ſhail I be where my heartis? woe is me that I ſo- 
jour in 2eſech, and dwell in the Tents of K2dar. Oh that 7 
had wings like a Dove, that I might flie away and be at reſt, 
Then would I haftea my eſcape from the windy ſtorm and 
tereſt, and be our of the reach of fears, diſturbances, and -/ 
dij:rations, How long ſhall T live at ſuch a diftance from 


.. my God, at ſuch a diftanee from my Countrey ? Alas, how 


can I be merry , how can I ſing the Lords Song ina ſtrange 
Land3 no, Iwill hang my Harp upon the Willows , and fit 
down and weep when I remember $707. But yet my fleſh 
ſhall reſt in hope, and I will daily bathe my ſoul in the ſweer 
thoughts. of my bleſſed home. will rejoyce in hopes of what 
I do not yer enjzoy,and conrent my {elf wirh the taſte of what 
I ſhail ſhortly have my fall of, Bur ſtay this Pen runnot be- 
yond thy Commiſſion. Alas, now I receive what I have 


gorren, I perceive I have ſer down what I would be rather 
than what Iam, and wrote more of my dears heart than my 


own penning, rather a Copy for my ſelf, than a Copy of my 
ſelf. Well, I thank God I have got ſome hear by it for all, 
the Lord grant thou mayſt get a thouſand times more. The 
Lord grant the requeſt I daily pour out before him,and make 
us helps and fu therances to each others ſoul, thar we may 
quicken and promote and forward one anorher in his ways. 
Help me by thy Prayers as thou doft always. The God of all 
peace and comfort be with thee my {weert love, Farewel, 


T hine beyond Expreſſion, 


Foſeph Aleine. 
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LETTER} XXXVI1,. 
[ God isa ſatisfying Portion. 


My moſt dear Pylades, 
H*: not my right-hand long fince forgot ker cunning, and 
- 4 the Almighty ſhook the Yen our of my hand, I ſhould 
long ere this have been writing to thee : bur it. is a wonder of 
Divine Power and goodneſs that my ſoul had not before this 
rime dwelt in filence, and that death had nor pur the long 
peried to all my Writing and Converſe, WG 2, 

O my- Pylades, whar ſhall I fay unto thee now T begin to 
write, where ſhall I begin,when ſhajl T end. ? methinks I am 
as" .a full-Bortle: quire inverted , where the forward preſſing 
of rtie overhaſly Liquor makes the evacuation more flow, 
= my thoughts are lke a thronging croud flicking in the 

OOr, 

Long 1s the Song of Love that Ihave to tell thee, Irejoice 
in the conftancie of thy Love , thar the waters ot ſo long 2 
filence,and fo grear a diſtance have not yet quenched ir, bur 
thy defires are towards me, and thy hearr is with me, though 
Providence hath' hindred me from thy much defired Compa- 
mY. I will aſlure thee it hath been a pleaſure to my heart a 
good part of this ſummer. ro hope that I ſhould come one halt 
of the way to give thee a meeting ; but ſuch is my weakneſs 
hitherto , thar TI am forced to put off thoſe hopes till the 
- Spring, when, if God give me ſtrength toride, -I intend to 

- thee before mine own Home. I thank thee for all the 
dear expreſlions of thy fervent love : Methinks I ſee it, and 
feel how it runs thtough all the Veins of every. Letter, nay, 
every Line 3 Inceded not ſo chargeable a Teſtimony as thy 
golden Token,with which þ was ſomething diſpleaſed, becauſc 
I thought thou needeſt more than my ſelf : but the love there- 
by expreſſed is moſt dearly welcome to me. What thou 
raikeft of Retribution, and cf Juſtice doth not fo well reliſh 
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with me, becauſe che: Phraſes ſeem improper to the love pro- 
felt between us, I never looked for any return from thee bur 
love, which is the paying of all thy Debts: my expences have 
indeed been vaſt and almoſt incredible; bur (urely goodne(s 
and mercy hath followed me, and do follow me in every 
place, and in every -change of my condition; ſo thar as to 
remporals I have lack of nothing,and as for ſpirituals I abound 
and ſuperabound, and the ſtreams of my comforts have been 
full and -ruuning over 3 the joy of the Lord hath been my 
ſtrength at weakeſt , and in the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, his comforts haye refreſh'd my Sou], I have fourd 
God a ſatisfying portion ro me, and have fat down under 
his ſhadow with full delights, and his fruit is moſt {weer ro 
my taſte: he is my ſtrength and my Song, for I will rake of 
him, and write of him with perperual pleaſure. Through 
grace, I can ſay, methinks Iam now in my Element, fince I 
have begun to make mention of kim, Tam rich in him , and 
happy in him, and my ſoul faith unto hima with Davida, Theu 
haſt made me moſt blefied for evermore , and happy is the 
| hour thar ever x was born to be made partaker of fo bliſsſu] 
a Treaſure, ſo endleſs a felicity,' ſo Angelical Prerogatives, as 
I have in him 3 O ſweerare his converſes, how deÞghtful it is 
co triumph in his Love ! 
Suffer me to be free with thee,where ſhould I pour out my 
Soul, if nor into thy boſom? did the poor woman call upon 
| her friends and neighbours to rejoyce together with her art 
the finding of a loſt Groat ? and ſtall not I tell to thee the 
keeper of the ſacrers of my Scul,and the friend of my inmoſt 
boſom, whar a friend is the Lord ro me,thouyli an wnworthy 
ſinner , ſhall not I runand tell thee whar a treaſure I have 
found. And here methinks the ſtory of the Lepers comes nct 
unaptly ro my mind, who ſaid one to another when they had 
eat and drunk,and carried away filver ard goild,and ray ment, 
and went and hid ir, we do not wil!, this dayis a day of good 
tidings and we hold our peace, Tr is fir that I ſhould be clearh- 
ed with ſhame ; I acknowledve before God, who trieth the 
hearts, I am unworthy, everlaſtingly unworthy, bur it 1s nor 
fir that he ſhould late his praiſe, nay rarker, let him be the 
more ador'd, and mapnifi'd, and admir'd for ever and ever, 
and ler my Secrets fay, Amer. Bicts the Lord, O = foul 
lets. 
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bleſs.the Lord , © my Friend, let us exakt his Name toge- 
ther, he 1s my ſolace in my ſolitude, he is my ſtanding com- 
forrer, my tried friend my ſure refuge, my fafe retreat, he is 
my Paradiſe , he.is my Heaven ; and my heart is at reſt in 
him: and I will fit and fing under his ſhadow, as a Bird a- 
mong rhe Branches ;z and whither ſhould 1 go burunto him ? 
Shall T leave the fatneſs of the Olive, and ſweetneſs of rhe 
Fig-tree,and of the Vine, and go and put my truſt under the 
ſhadow of the Bramble? No,I have made my everlaſting 
Choice : this is my reſt for ever , he is my Well-beloved in 
whom Iam well pleaſed.Suffer me to boaſt a lictle here,I may 
Glory without vanity, and Ican praite him without end or 
meaſure , bur I have nothing to ſay ef my ſelt: I find rhou 
doft overvalue me, and magnifie me above my meaſure; ſet 
the Crown upon the head of Chriſt,ler nothing be great wit; 
thee but him, give him the glory : bur thy love pleaſeth me, 
only I have this exception, that thou art in love with thine 
own Idol, as Auſtin ſomewhere ſpeaks to a friend of his that 
did too much magnifie him, and magnifieſt a Creature of 
thine own fancie,and not thy poor Oreſtes : God that knowerh 
all things, knowerh my poverty, how little, how low ,»and 
how mean [ am, and how ſhort I come of the attainments of 
the Saints, who yet do themſelves come ſo exceedingly ſhorr 
of the Rule that God hath ſer before us : Ioften think of the 
Complaint of the devout Morfier | I feel my ſelf very poor 
this ' week, and very defeQive in the loye of God; if you 
would know wherein you may pleaſure me, love God more; 
that whar is wanting in me , may be made up in the abun- 
dance of your love : | inrthis,my Pylades, in this rhou mayeſt 
moſt highly pleaſure me 3 love God a little the berter, praiſe 
him a little the more for my ſake 3 ler me have this to pleaſe 
my ſelf in, that God is a little the better loved for me , and 
that T have blowed up, if it be but one flaſh, nay, bur one 
ſpark of Divine Love in the boſom of my deareſt friend ro- 
wards him. 

Bur why, my Pylades, why 1s thy ſtile towards me chang- 
ed ? why haft thou loſt the old and wonted ſtrain of our 
former pleaſing familiarity ? this T could nor bur obſerve with 
ſome diſguſt, is it becauſe thy hearris changed 3 bur this is a 
queſtion in which I cannot ask any reſoſution ; I am = 
T q C 
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fied and at reſt m thy love, bur what this alterations means, 
I know not 3 art thou willing by degrees to grow ſtrange ; 
. ir cannor be, thou leeſt howeyer that I cannor change my 
yOiICe, 

Buſides, I find ſome jealous paſſages in thy laſt lines unto 
us 5 bur caft i,cu think that B. can be pur into the ballance 
againſt my old Friend, my own, my Covenant Tylades,or can 
a friend of words come into any competition or compariſon 
with thine experienced loye ? I cannot entertain the 
thoughts of this withour ſome diſdain. | 

Bur thy needful cautions are acceptable ro me, Idefireto 
foreſee and provide for manifold changes and ſtorms z I know 
I am not yer inthe Harbor 3 O pray with me thatI enter not 
into Temptarion, for 7am very weak in Spirit , as well as in 
body, God knowerh. Bur there is no end with me, ſomewhere 
or other I muſt break off, and thou wilt ſay it is time to ſhur 
up 3 for once onely know, that IT am thy daily Orator, and 
will be whileft I am: and yer once more TI muſt have room 
to add my thankful acknowledgement of thine and thy coſt- 
ly kindneſs 3 and ſo -with our moſt dear affe&ions to you 
both, I commend you to the God of love; ſtill abiding. 

# | 


Thy faff and ſure 


Orelites. 
Rath,OfRob. 13. 1668. - 
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"LETTER /XXXVILT. 
[To a perſon of Quality to be conſtant. 


Aoft Hononred Str, * | 

Any charges have paſſed over both yon and my ſelf, 

M fince my laſt Writing to you, but 1 am glad to hear 
that in thar great change of your condition, you have made 
ſo wie and happy a cheice. Mine unfeigned defireto God is 
for your Temporal and Sprritual proſperity ; and thar the 
bleſſings of both Worlds may be heaped up upon you. YetT 
ſhould deſire you nor to expe tod much here,nor to count 
ir a trange thing, if you meet with diſappointments. tt is 
enough if you have the Lord for. your portion, and Heaven 
for yoar Inheritance , though the World ſhould nor anſwer 
your expeRations. I doubt nor bur you will be likely,as wel! 
we,to meer with manifold remprations : the Lord make you, 
when you' have done all tro ſtand. Hold outa while in faith, 
patience, and felf-denial,and you ſhall be as ſure as God can 
= make you of the Crown. Now ariſe agd ſhine,and hold forth 
the power of holineſs in all your colferſe. We have lived 

5 in times when Religion was the way to credit and eſteem, 
- and rhen it was more difficult to diſcern the ſincerity of ones 
profeſſion , becauſe men might be drawn to it upon worldly 
ends. Bur now is the rime when God will prove us, if we 
will appear for him , and own his ways , when they are the 
common ſcorn of rhe World. Oh Sir, think ir nor hard if 
God do call you forth ro own him in ſucha time as this, when 
fore of your rank and quality will bear you company : bur 
look upon it as a ſpecial advancage to prove your fincerity, 
and your fidelity ro the Lord your Maker. The holy ane 
blefſed life of that noble Marqueſs Galeacrys, T ſhould muet: 
commend to your reading and Imitation. Courr nor the 
world nor its prefzrmenrs , Moſes his (elf-denying choice, 
which the World would. have branded for unparallec 
folly, when he volungarily lefr all the Court-preferments ard 
leaſures, the wiſeſt Judge commenids for the greateſt Wi- 
dom. If Religion will maxe you vile.refolve with that Roya! 
Worthy, that you will-be' yer more vile, Remember who ac- 
counter 
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counted the reproaches of Chriſt greater riches , than the 
Treaſures of Egypt. Verily it is a greater honour to you to 
be vilified for Chriſt , than to be dignified with the higheſt 
Titles that the greateſt on Earth can confer : and to be calÞ'd 
Puritan, or Phanatiqae, for the bold and conſtant owning of 
the power of Chriſtianity, than to have whole Pages filled up 
with the honourable offices and marks of Digniry,thar carth- 
ly Princes can beſtow. Now then js your time to ge! the true 
honour, Few of your places and dignity, wi} take this way 
to get it : But he thar can bur uſe the proſpeRive of Faith, 
and look as far as the approaching Judgment , will eaſily fee 
the vanity of the -worlds riches and flattering preferments, 
and the everlaſting glory. and honour wherewit: the difpiſed 
Saints ſhall-ſurely be Crowned. Fix your eyes and Medita- 
tions here, and that will ſet you above the worlds temptations, 
when by irs offers or threarnings it would make you to warp, 
and to ler-go' your hold-faſt of Eternal life. Now is the 
time for you ro make Heaven ſure , and when that is Gone, 
you arc prepared for the worſt that can come. T defire you 
ro accept of my ſervice and reſpedts, and my Wivcs,whrich I 
do hereby preſent unto you , and to your moſt deſerving 
yoak-fellow, whom I unfeignedly-honour though I never ſaw 
her , not ſo much for her noble blood , which yer calis for 
great reſpe&s, as for her far more noble qualifications , and 
. priviledges of her ſecond birth. Pardon my boldneſs with 
you in troubling you ſo long, I am Sir, 


Your moſt Obliaged Friend, 
and Servart, 


Feb. 26. 16631. 
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' LETTER, XXXVII. 


Dear Couxzin, | I -- 

rw I have been in the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
though IT have had more than one foot in the Grave,and 

have been in deaths often, yer the love and remembrance of 
you, ever liveth on my heart : I have long had neither feet 
to walk nor hands to write, yet I have borrowed harids as you 
ſee, rather than I would ftay ariy longer from warning and 
admoniſhing of you. Dear Couzin, that ſoul of yours, thar 
precious immortal ſoul 1s of no light value with 'me ! I pray 
ard for'its. Salvation : I have a Godly fear for you, leſt your 


ſoul ſhould mifcarry in a crowd of worldly buſineſs, and of 


earthly cares, Ah; my dear Niece, it comforts me that you 
are ſo ſerled for this. world, and are in want of nothing , I 
bleſs the Lord for this , but me thinks this doth nor ſarisfie 
me. Oh, tharI could be ſure':'thar you were once ſafe ſctled 
in Chriſt ; though you are;] truſt comfortably furniſhed with 
earthly things, yer in this you are bur half provided for : 
have you a Treaſure in Heaven ? have you laid hold on erer- 
nal life ? have you made ſure work for everlaſting ? have you 
paſt rhe ſtraits of the New-Birth ? do your bear upon you 
rhe marks of the Lord Jeſus ? 

If you ſhall paſs by a ſumptuous Fabrick,and a great Lord- 
ſhip,and ſhould lay claim to all as your inheritance, and pleaſe 
your ſelf with the hopes of enjoying all this; when you had 
nothing to ſhew, no Writing, no Evidence to produce, as 4 
_ ground for any ſuch hope, would nor every one ſay,this were 
a piece of ſtrange vanity and imprudence 3 much grearer fol- 
iy is 1rro promiſe our ſelves a part in Paradiſe, and reſt ſatis- 

ed in a tneer perſwafion that we are the Heirs of Heaven, 
when we cannot prove our Title from the Book of God,nor 
produce from within our ſelyes , the ſure and certain marks 
of the children of Goa. | 

Ah; Dear Couzin, Rouze up your (c!t make any" 
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deal plainly and freely with your ſoul, fay within your ſelf, T 
have hopes for Heaven; bur where are my grounds and my 
Evidences ? do I not build without a foundation ? do I yen- 
rare my Salyation upon meer uncertainties ? What have 7, 
what do I more than others ? I pray, Thear, Tread, bur may 
not a meer Hypocrite do all this? Irun not with others into 
the wretched pradice of Lying, and,Couzening, Whoredom, 
and the like ; but whar is this more than a Pharifee p71ay haye 
to fay for himſelf? can I-prove by Scripture my claim to 
Heaven ? can produce Chapter and Verſe to juſtifie my ſelf? 
Oh Courzin, fear, leaſt a Promiſe being left of entring in- 
to reſt, you ſhould by any miſtakes, or ſelf-deccits fa}l ſhort 
through unbelief; fear leſt you ſhould rake Counters of gold, 
or ſome common workings for ſaving Grace. Oh, there is a 
world of counterfeit Eoin going, multitudes periſh by miſ- 
take, and wake in Hell, whileſt they dreamt they were in 
Heaven : the temprer is very ſubrile, and will ſure deceive if 
he can : your heart is deceitful aboye all things,and is willing 
to cheat you if itcan. Therefore-am-T engaged ſo earneſtly 
rocall upon you, as one thar watcherh-for your foul, to ariſe 
ſpeedily and ro ſer roundly ro your Work. Oh;confider your 


danger, and work our your Salvation with fear and trem- 


bling : away with theſe lazie Prayers, away wirh theſe cold 
and heartleſs Profeſſions, away with this drowſie , liveleſs, 
liftleſs Religion; beſtir your ſelf ro purpoſe for your Soul 
before ir be roo late, Search your Conſcience as with Candles, 
be jealous of your ſelf ; confider, now is yovr time , what 
you do you muſt do quickly, the patience of Ged is waiting, 
Chriſt is knocking, the Spirir of Gcd is ſtriving,and geath is 
at the door : Oh now take your opportunity, ani rake heed 


leſt a ſlothful heart , and the cares of thus world ,. or a pre- 


ſumpruous confidence thar all is well and ſafe aiready, ſhould 
at laſt ſhur you our of the Ringdom of God, 

7 cannot write diftin&ly to your Hnsband, but 1 bcſeech 
you to call upon him ro ſer his heart to rcheſe Counſels which 7 
have written to youzl earneſtly entreat him to make Eeligion 
his buſineſs, and ro look hcedfully to it, rthar the gain of rhe 
world prove not the loſs of his ſoul. 1 defire him that Cloſer 
and Family Prayers , ard <*&ly Catechefing of his a 

| 1old, 
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hold, azd ſtri& ſandifying of the Sabbath; and reading of the 
Scriptures, finging of Pſalms, repeating of-Sermons,and diti- 
gent arrendance upon ;/powerful Preaching may be his conti- 
nual exerciſes; that ſa-his houſe may be a little Church,and 
God may delight ro dwell in his Family : pray give me to 
underitand whar ts done ef theſe things, for I have a zeal for 
your welfare,and that you and your Houſhould ſhould ſerve 
the Lord, that you may enter into his reſt ; and carry chil- 
dren, and ſervants, and friends, and all to Heaven with you. 
As.to my own eftare,I have loft all my Limbs,and abour this 
twdlve Months uſeleſs , and been again and again under the 
ſentence of death ; but was brought in a-Horſe-litter to Bath, 
where God hath wonderfully reſtored me; ſo; that T can feed 
my ſelf, and go alone, and ſpeak with alittle more freedom. 
Oh, love the Lord, praiſe the Lord for me; 'notwithſianding 

A continue weak, _ have nor ſtrength to write, yet T could 
not tell how to die in filence from you ; but have made uſe 
of a friendly hand to ſend theſe counſels and<calls afrer you, 
which-I beſcech you: to ;accept inthe fear of God)for it is not 
unlike that they may be'my laſt ro you thatever you may Tre- 
ceive : I now commend youto the Lord,and with mine own 
and my'dear Wives loye to you both, Reſt, 


Tour loving and careful unklt, 
TOS. ALLEINE. 


Of, Als 1668. 
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LETTER XXXYV. 


(T he Concernments of our Souls elp& 
\...-, tally to'be regarded.) 


— 


" Dear conſis, | 


FO U may think you are forgorten with mezbecauſe 
| you have nor heard ſolong atime from me z.. bur 
this may ler you know, That though God hath raked 
away your Father, and ſuffered your Merher ro be helps 
leſs ro you ; yer you have one friend on carth thar cas 
reth for you, The welfare of your immortal ſoul is dear 
to-mes and is rhe matter of my follicitdus cace and prayer, 
Dear Confit, Methinks I fecl a godly jealoufic of you 
within my heart, leſt you ſhould loſe your ſoul amongſt 
4 croud of worldly cares and buſineſs, Oh remember 
the ſtory of him in the Book of the Kings, who relates 
thar he had a Soldier commieted ro his keeping, upon 
condirien that he ſhould loſe his life if he did ler him go 4 
But while thy ſervant went hither and thither, the man 
eſcaped. Bur the King replies preſencly, Ever ſo ſhall 
thy judgment be ; thy life ſhall go for his life. Ah Con- 
fin, rake earneſt heed, leſt while you are going hither 
and thither, minding many things, rofled in a hurry of 
norldly affairs, rhe enemy run nor away with your ſoul. 
Oh beware that rhe world dorh ner ſecterly ſteal away 
your heart. Confidergthar whareyer your buſineſs be,you 
maſt and will have an caring rimes and a ſleeping time; 
Oh ,be as ſollicicous every day ro keep your praying 
times; which arc a thouſand times more neceflary than 
arimero eat in, or ſleep. Be ſure chat there doth nor a 
morning or” evening paſs oyer your head , in which you 
have nor perfumed your cloſer with ſolemn and fervenc 
prayer; And take heed , if you love your ſalvation, 
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leſt Satan beguile you with- rhe bare ourward performs 
ance of-duries, znd-ettward as of Religion. ' 5ce ro ir, 
that you do ne« ll in a worldly Religion z to give God 
| your kneeg, Whils. the Warld' caries away your heart, 
You may p!25 hea ry, and Itads and all re uw Puryole, cx. 
cep: your yery Soul be cmployed and engaged in theſe lf - 
enifls adgche lifgs vigours:! and ftrengrhcof. yur, afte= | 
ions be fo 0.89 o. after God in them; ,..1t rherctoce' WI © 
: you will have brift and Heaven, fee thac'you renounce i. 
the world, You muſt caſt oyerboard your worldly hopes, 
and take up' with God, with a naked Chriſt, as. your 
whole happincſs, borkh for this life, and thar which is to 
COME, |, There .is-no; hopes of yeur ſalvation,” withtu4 
ſound merrificarion tocheworld 3 you muſt be mortificd 
£9, your, worldly - cxpeRarions; look norfor niuch from 
the-wortd.y premiſc not. your ſelf much from the world; 
{cek not great things for your ſelf : ſayunta Gods, So I gy 
may have.thee fer my; portion, and thy. Kingdopa for my fifa 
inbericanges.give. or deny me whar thou'wilt, poverty ſh 
or riches, atly thing. or nothing, I will be.contenredſha 
with my Lor, Say unto;your.; foul , So, I; may; bur havead 
Chriſt, ſo I'may bug carry ir for che athet;world, .ler this ke 
world go which way ir will « -muſtbeiconverred or conrJihed: 
demncd,.'I:muſt be born, again or clſe weuld I had nei 
ver been born : bur. of -this preſent world rhere is nofffiqu: 
ſuch neccſfiry.; I may be poor, and. yer happy - bur woſſhau 
to me.;f :| remain unſanRitied ; I muſt'haye: grace, orfipy 
perith for eyer, © Dear. Confitts, if I lives you ſhalb find meho'ra 
a fri:ad, zo-your worldly proſperity ;. bur wberber I liven 
or die,, I charge. you by the Lords, that you; be-infinitelyſſMpe; 
render, of your immortal Souls everlaſting concernments.ſny.; 
Will you- nor ſpin a. fair thread of its, if; while you areas 
purſuing after cartbly things, you loſe your ſoul it th(hmf 
chreng ? 'While I live, L ſhall pray ane care for youhne'f: 
Farewel inche Lord, Iam | 


= 
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Your truly [aving and careful uncles 
JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
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|| [Godly Counſel]; 


? 


"Dear Couſin, | 
| ”T HE welcom tidings of your ſafe arrival br. Buys 
A: :badoes, is come 'ro-:my ears; as:alfo the news of 
| Whour cleape from a perilloas fickneſs,for which bleſs rhe 
| Lord; 'and defire to be: thankful with you s for-E am 
} 

I 


; hot: withour a care for your well-beingy"bur do look upon 
wy del as cally concerned in you, I have conſidered; 
har Ged bath berefc you of a careful Father, and thar 


y hour Mother cakes bur lircle care for 'you;3- ſo that your 
d Faye none nearer than my ſelf ro watch for. your: ſoul 
1ehod-to charge and admonaſh- you in the Lord; and to 
is Make 'carc:'of- you, Bur yer, Dear Couſin, be nor diſcoura- 


ied:-by theſe things, bur look ro Heaven, flie unto Je=- 
ys» ; Put. away every known fin, ſer upon the conſcien- 

jqps performance of. cyery known duty ; make Chriſt 
dur choice, embrace him upon his own terms:;; deliver 
yourſelf, body and ſoul, ro him ; ſee thar you have 
So-refirves nor limicarions in your choice of him; give 
Swgour very hear ; caſt away your worldly Ropes and 
tpetaridns, niake Religion your yery buſineſs. O Cous 
Soz.rhcſe things do, and you ſhall be ſure of a Friend in 
Meaven to take the careof you; and, if I may be any 
Smforc xo you, you ſhall nor fail, while I live, rohave 
friend on earth ro rake care for you. You are gone 
rfrom-mezeven ro the ucrermoſt parts of theearth z but 
have-ſenrt theſe Letters ro call even thirher after you ; 
, Not onely ro call, bur ro cry in your ears, O whar is 
e to become of your ſoul | Where is thar immorcgl 
ul of yours like to be Jodged for ever? amongſt De- 
{ls or amongſt Angels ? upon a bed of Flames, orin 
(k 3) rhe 


bo 


, (148) 
che joys of Paradiſe > Dear Couſin, go afide by your ſelf 
in ſecret, retire from the noiſe of the world, and ſay ts 
- your ſelf, Ob;,my ſoul ! whether art thou going ? donotl 


hnow in bart that I muſt be converted ior cons 
demned *th 44: be / indie os cat never be ſaved ? 
Oh my ſoul ! whar ſeckeft thou ? whar defigns do I drive 
ar? what is my 'chief carc ? which way do I bend my 
courſe ? Is ir for this world, or for the world re come? 
Do I firſt ſeek rhe kingdom of heaven, and the rightc. 
enſneſs thereof 2 Do I think Heaven will drop into my 
mourh ? that glory and immortaliry will be gerten with 8 
a wer; finger, *wich cold prayers, and heartleſs wiſhes, 
while-.ahe 'world carries the :main of my heart? Dol 
ehiok'ro be crowned; and;yer-never fight ? ro per the race, 
and gevet run? to enter ar; the-ſtrair gates and never 
ſtrive 2:ro overcome Prinicipaliries and Powers, and ne- 
verwtceftlc2 :Noy no ; ſay within your ſelf, Oh my ſoul; 
euhetlay þy che hopes of Heaven for ever, or elfe rouſef 
- vprhy ſelf; pyr forth thy ſtrength in ſeeking afrer Godliſh 
a<d glorys either lay by thy worldly hopes, or thy hop 
of: ibpmortaliry ;- away: with: thy. fins, or theu' muſt leelifi 
Chriſt ;gafor.cver.; think"nor ro have' Chrſt and thellfi 
. world tqo, th ſerve God and Mammony it cannor be « | 
thou follow the world as thy chief deſire and delight; if 
thou liveafrer the: fleſh, rhou muſt die,count upon ir, rh 
Lord hath ſpoken ir, and all che world can never reyerlsflh 
k, Thus reaſon the cafe with your own ſoul, and give not 
xeſt ro yourſelf night nor dayztill you are gorrenoff fron 
the worldy- broken off from the wilful praftice of every 
known. fin, and gotten ſafe into Chriſs Dear Couſin, ih 
charge yeu--by.che Lord, ro obſerve theſe: things ; praf 
over them weep over them, read them again and again 
de not: paſs. them over'as flight and Grdinaty things 
your ſoul is-ar ſtake it is your ſalvation-is concerned i 
theta z' think 'not Tam in jeſt with you, Ah Couſin, 
travel-in; birth wich you, cill Chriſt be formed in you 
Why ſhould you-die > Oh repent and live, lay hold on 
cgrnal life,win Chriſt, and you win all. O be thankful : 
the Lords char now yeu are farherlce's and friendlels, ye 
yau have ene Remembcrancer ro warn you to flic fromihW: 
| | WIAL 


BE” (149) 
wrath to come. God forbid thar I ſhould find you ar laſt 
is the place, of Torments, for your nor. cmbracing the 
godly Counſels, To concludes in ſhort, 1 charge you as 
a Miniſters as a Briend, as a Facher ro yous; Take heed 
of cheſe'rliree things : : 


x. Leſt the gain of the world prove the loſs of your 
ce! 2. Left the ſnare of evil company withdraw you from 
tee Gods and: (o prove jour final ruine. 
my - 36 _ 4 lofty and a worldly heart ſhould thruſt you 
"6 Woue of che Kingdom of Heaven. Ts 
" zGod abhors thar rhe proud ſhould come near him 2 Qh 


labour, whatever you do, for an humble hearr' be lirtley 
be vile in your own eyes; ſeek nor after great things ; 

poor in ſpirit; withour this, Heaven will be no place 
r you, God will.beno'friend ro you. Deir Coufin,your 
lor'is fallen, as I fear, in a place of great wickedneſs, 
where your ſoul is in much danger, where your rempra» 
tions are many, and your helps for Heaven bur few ; 
mere godly examples are rare, and many will entice you 
Sto fin and vaniry. O ! if you love me, or love your foul, 
lok abour you, confider.your danger, fear left you ſhould 
\Smiſcarry for ever by worldly loſs' and vain company, 
Snhich proves to ſo many the fearful cauſe of rheir crer= 
Sral'perdirion, I can but warn you, and pray for you : 
[bur rhough you. have none to overſee you, remember the 
: 00ftri& and ſcyere iye of God is upon 'you, to obſerve ali 
your ations, 'and thar he will ſurely bring all your pra- 
tices into his Judgment. ' Your Aunt, with my ſelf, come 
mend our dear love royou; and I commend you to the 


- 


Le dy and remaing 


Your leving and careful uncles 
SAueuſt x93 7 : 
1668, JOSEPH ALLEINE. 
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Deer Conſens, Wa | 
vec] nay eecanibilyicge vel higy ND hs 5g DYE x | 
'S. Hough you are removed farifram\ meg, euawEimy bf « 
\ 1.5 figbrigndibr Scas/a5 agrezs gulf atefixeftecyrix; | 
you and me ;z yer my prayers: 4 low:you:adduiny out iff 
wiſhes fot your prefect; and\cverlaſirig;welfavels/ Like: the ff 
pings of & Dovescitake ſpeedy fhphw :+1:look wpen wy ON ! 
| (elf, ngw; Ged hath removed my-Beorher, robe ibabc | 
ram va Fatherto: you, yedandaf:e Mother rgagdgr l | 

, know jou Haveber lice belp frompbet.. -- Lo©'etoy © cf 
| - - My dear Neeecs my beartnis carefhl far:you; and Wt 
rherefoxe- I canner coaſeg:whilerd am; Inbeing! io: this i 1 
world, 6 warn and admenifh yous 25.my ehildrenzrand to 1 
call upog:yoll.in the name.of the:Erernal Godtogwaken lf d 
your ſelveswithall:godly fear and holy: diligenecs left i 2 
by.any ;meansyou ſhould come hort of theglory:of God. i p 
.  Lerws mind yan; dear: Couſins, of: the dangrrouſff y 
. Place. yawſtand ins had Jopk-abaun your with: bling, I v 
Methinks } ſee Saran watching for/yaur fouls;asxbe-Draff c 
gondithfor the:ſced of che: Woman,” whicing'rodevour fff © 
 it-as ſoon asthe-thould be deliveredo Know you nor, tha fff a 
you muſt wreſtle with: Principalities/ahd Powers? Mc: C 
«hinks 1 ſto cemptarions ſurromnding you; pad batrapucr-IfÞ c 
irig youzns the enemy abour-the wally of the. rreaghbron i k 
party within youz I mean camal affc@Qions and: catrup: iff 
tions, complotting how to deliver up the eaſtle. Kno«fſ a 
you notyrhat:yout. fiethly luſts dv war againſt your ſouls? a 
and that your own hearrs are nor true to you, . tar deceit-jif C 
ful abbye 41] things? Lord, har need have you to beſtirſi p 
your ſelves,and to flie unto Jeſus ! ro diſtruſt your ſclves,ſſſ e 
and to truſt onely in him and his righreouſneſs ! Oh] tl 
work out your ſalvation with fear and trembling - Doſſ k 

yourever-think ro eſcape theſe mighty enemies, to con: 
guer the powery and ayoid the plots and ſnares of rho'g bt 

; Potent 


g. 


( EFL ) 


adverſarics, without gioſt painful diigerice 2@ 


all theſe! dings ſhall be:added!; you have Gods ſure 


promiſe for ir : If the Lord give me to live and proſper, 
you ſhall ſce and know, that I am nor a fricnd only in 
words to you 3 but howeyer that ſhall be, ſee that you 
embrace the Counſels of God from me. Oh make ſur= 
of Heaven berimes, walk humbly with God, beware of 
a proud heart and a lofty ſpirit z abhor your ſelves, clſe 
God will nor accept you ? be diſpleaſed with your ſclves, 
ft God wilt net be plexfed with you 3 condemn your 
ſelves, that God may acquir you. The leven of pride 
will ſowr the whole lump, and mar all your Profefſion 
and Religion, and render your Perſons, and Prayers, 
and a'), an abvmination rorhe Lord, if ir prevail in you. 
Oh therefore be nor high-minded, bu: fear z and by 
grayerand'warchfulneſs reſtrain and root up this wrerch- 
ed corruprton of pride, which is a fin ſo natural ro you, 
that you had need to uſe an infinite care and caution to 

keep ir under. 
As ro my ſelf, theſe may acquaint you, That I have 
been ofcen ar che very gates of death : | haye lot all wy 
{k 4) limbs 


ay.co heaven for help; warchiand. pray ; fear; leſt: a 
praniiſe. being lefr' of entriag;-.inco reſt; 'cirher of--you 
ſhauid/cemeſhorr of iro 1 Ho! 
| :;My-dear'Neects, you. have many de watch for your 
ſouls,'ro- devour rhem ;_ bur 1 doubr;tao fews excepr:my 
ſel{y'do warch for your ſouls; to Saye.them': theibtore: 1: 
look upon-my ſelf, who am:nowaiporr rhe. niatter your: 
enly-Monirot, to be the niore concerned to:awaken:my 
ſelf-to:your help, and ro look: afref you; andicio watch 
foryous; leſt ' by/atvy -means/yor :thould miſearry: by. the 
dicerrs and teniprarions wherewich you are encompatfed; 
I would not have you over-careful for. the. rhipge:ofrhis 
life, though I commend your laudable care and dili- 
—_— you may nor be burdenſom ro any man ; bur 
commend to you a betrer and. mbre neceflary care, and 
thar is that which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of,the Virgins care ; 
The nmemarried (ſaih he): careth for the things of the 
Lord, Ah, ler this be your care; ſcek firſt rhe King- 
dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs rhereof, and then 


— ——— —_— _ 


(52) 
ſimbs 3 but prayer hath redecmed me from my extremi- 
ties» and God harh bleſſed the uſe of rhe Bath rome. Oh 
praiſe the Lord, praiſe. him. for my ſake, and give glory 
to the God of my life, Love him, honour :and glorifie 
him, whoſe favour and 'friendſhip hath filled my ſoul 
wigh.comfort, and given a reſurreQion ro my body. I car 
now walk alones and feed my ſelf, bur am alrogerher un- 
able wn-> rite, which-is the:reaſon why theſe come ro you 
in another hand, Dear Couſins, you may think me teo 
tedious ; bur you muft. pardon mes if 1 erre-in-my love 
and zeal for your welfare: . And now I ſhall treſpaſs ne 
more, :bue with my own and dear Wifes love'to-you, 1 


commend you to God, and ret «+ 


Toxr loving and 
Loren careful wneltz . 


G4 


- JOSEPH ALLEINE; 
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LETTER XXXVIL, 


{Do all in reference to God and his 
5 . a 


Deer. Friend, 


Have reveived yours of rhe 19tþ of September, bur 


J ir.came to me-in the time of my ſickneſs, in which I 


was much a ſtranger co writing 3 it continued upon me 
five Months, and to this day ſo much, weakacſ remains 
in my arms,- that T am nor:able ro pyroff or on my own 
clothes. Your Letter was exreeding- welcom to me,, not 
only as reyiving the remembrance of eur old friendſhip, 
bur alſo, a8 bringing me. news of ſeme-ſpiricual good, 
thar.- you-:received by ime.,: which is the beſt ridings 
That L-can receive 2 for whar do I live for, bur to be uſe. 
ful co ſouls in my generation ? I defire ro know no other 
buſineſs than ro pleaſe and honour my Gods and ſerve 
my .gencrarion- in. thax ſhort allowance of time that L 
have heres: before I'go hence, and' be ſeen no more, 
Shall I commend to yau-che- Lefſon that 1 am abouc ro 
learn ? Bur why ſhould Ldoubr of your acceprances who 
have ſo readily embraced me in all our.converſes ? 
The Lefſon is, To be, entirely devoted munto the Lord, 
#bat 1 may be able to ſay after the Apoſile, Tome to lyue 
is Chrift,. 1 would not be ſerving God onely for a day 
inthe weeky or an hour or two in the day z bur eve- 
ry day, .and all.the'day; -I am ambitious ro come 
up towards thar of our -Lord and Maſter, To do at= 
ways thoſe things that pleaſe God. I plainly ice, 
char ſelf-ſecking is ſelf-undoing z and that then we 
do promote our ſelves beſt, when we pleaſe God 
moſt, 1 find, rhat when I have done all, if God be nar 
EO D plcaicd 


AW". ww Al 


(154) 


pleaſed, I have done nothing ; and if I can bur approve 
my ſclf ro God, my work is done ; I reckon I do not live 
thar time I donor live unto God, *! 


 Lamfaj off ſo ma! ur om. ays, and 
ſo many $\ my life | Ac ag it Mane 


lived unco my ſelf. I find no enemy ſe dangerous as 
ſelf ; and Ochar.oghers might rake warning by my hurt 
O rhar-l had BYe8Avally ano GhAAUchek at evliday, 
and every hour that. Ifave:{pfar, been found upon my 
Account at thar grear day of our'appearing before God : 
then I had been rich indeed, in treaſure laid up rhere, 
whicher I am apace removing z then 1 kat: beenfeyery 
day and hour. adding ro. the heap, and encreaſing' the 
reward *WMich" God bf q mens woah —_ 
even tothe meatieſt work chats UdAt to- him, Co0A24: 2.4 
L verily pereviveL amian (eternal daſetby iRtihgimore; 
as for Gol p2*&v! whit" is done to'winy felf, is Toft 37 But: 
vii 108 fofl 6k, i done forvever, and ſhall revive 
snevelfintevicd; Verilyy Fihere be anorher World 
ro comePiahSign' teechial Niget @fcet* rhis ſhore Lifez* it 3s 
our onely'Valdbrireo be reteving] Hd, 45 H were, rrad(s 

ncing and cdſportivprwhatWe'tan, from htfte, In- 


-, 


 drhatCulntiey to Which we #re- ſhorrly ro be idibved, 


char whit Were how doings we my be reaping theFruic 
of for ever fore, The' world® think themſelves wiſe 
bur T wHl'-pawh my ſoul ' upon irs” rhar this is "the rrue 
*Wellzlet ns be wholly ſwallowed up in the eoficerns of 
Religion,and4eriow no other irir6reſt bur Jeſus Chtifts, T 
cannot ſay, I have already arrained; bur this is that- my 


heart is ſer'to learn, That in'all chat I do,whether ſacred 


or civil ations; ſtill I mayBedvibg bur one wotk, and 
driving on onedefign, Thet God may be pleaſed by mie, anit 
be glorifeed in me-;'thir not onely my praying, preactiing, 
alms, &c, may be found npon'my account jy biit evetrmy 
earing, drinking, ſleeping, viſits, diſcourſes, becauſe they 
arc all done as unto God. Toovfren'do I rake # wrong 
$in, and miſs my: mark 5 buc'T will cell you whar' be 
the Rules 1 ſer my falf, and do firialy impoſe upon 


my ſelf from-day te day « Never to tie down, bat in tht 


Name 


(235) 
Namt' ef God yor barely.forcnarural tefreſhment jbur 
thar a wearied ſervant of 'Chriſt way. be; reg vitell 2! aiald 
firred'to ſerve him bercer the next days; Never 50;4/Þ:70p 
bur with this.reſplation, #tih + eith go; forth this dayiu 
the Name of God, and will make Religion myvenfindſas 
aud ſpend the'iday for Eternity. | Never. td gyter>wpon 
my calling, but firſt thinking, 1 will do theſe things: as 
#nto God; "becauſe he TtquirecheHcle things avmpobands 
wiche placeand: ſtariorr he: hrarh pur / mas intoo 106qver 00 
fit down to the Table, but reſolving, 1Wiglinotionteidt vg 
to pleaſe my appetite , but to ſtrengthen my ſelf for my 
Maſters worh. Never to make a Viſit, but upon ſome 
boly deſign, ic/olving: to; legue ſomething of God where 
T £03 and in every cqmpany to leave ſome good ſavour 
behind; This is that which I have been for ſome time 
a learning, ari'any” prefinl hard after; and if I ftrive 
not to walk by theſe Rules, ler rhis Paper be a witneſs 
againſt rake! 1 11 

- 1 amnor now in my former Publick Capacity, ſuch 
things being required of me to ſay and ſubſcribe, as 1 
caþld by nd mangfyiddiro,QNfthour open lying and diſo 
ſembling with God and Men : Yer, that I am unuſe- 
ful; 1 cannor ſay; bur rather think, thar poſſibly L 
may be of more uſe than heretofore. 1 thank rhe Lord, 
I have not known what it is tro want a Tongue to 
ſpeak, bur in my fickneſs; nor a People ro hear 3 
bur ſo, as that we both follow rhe things that make for 

cact, 

, perceive. you are. otherwiſe. perſwaded. in ſome 
things, than I am : bur however, I ruſt we meer in 
our end, Since you are in, may it be your whole ſtu- 
dy to gain ſouls, and to build them up in holineſs, 
which 1s with roo many the leaſt of their cares, One 
dury ( miſerably negleQed)) I ſhall be bold ro com- 
mend2vyvu from my own experience, and that is, the 
viſiting your whole Flock from houſe to houſe, and 
enquiring into their ſpirirpal eſtates particularly , and 
dealing plainly and truly with them abour their conver- 
ficn ro God 2 ro the uſcfulneſs of this great works I can 
fer my Probatum eſt, 
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"And Itrir be ſeens however others aim ar the Fleece, 


you cim ac the Flock ; and thar you have indecd Curam 
You ſee how free I am with you; bur I know your 


1 


x happ' Yoke-fellow s ſaſure het 
and; and acer: rho unſcigned Reſpeds 
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LETTER XXXIX; 
PRISON-COMFORTS. 
[To a Miniſter in Priſon} 


Worthy Sits 


Owe you a Letter, and more than a Lerter, for yo 

particular reſpe&s ro me, your brotherly ſymparhy; 
your multiplied and earneſt prayers, your renderneſs of 
my health, your welcom Jewel in M. Rutbs Lerters, 
from which I craft my ſoul and others may reap no ſmall 
bencfir. Much more do 1 owe you for your eemmon re» 
ſp:&s to the people of my deſires ; and nor only ro themg 
bur to the whole Church of God; in all whoſe con» 
cernments) 1 ſec, you are concerned. Your ihdefatigable 
labqurs with us, we do with all thapkfulneſs accepr, as 
the undoubred evidence of your great love * For all 
which, may he require you, who will ſhortly ſay, Inaſ- 
murh as thor didft it unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethrens 
 thoudidſt it unto me. . 

It was bur a little afcer my releaſe from my own cons 
finemenr, bur I heard of yours ; and now write to you, as 
one that hath caken a higher degree rhan ever, and more 
eruly honourable, being commenced Priſoner of Chriſt, 
] was once affcRed with rhe PiRure of a devour man,te 
whom a voice came dawn from Heavenſayings Quid vis 
feri pro te? To which he anſwered, Nibit domine nifs 
pati ac contemni prote. Undoubredly, Sir, ir is our real 
glory to be throughout conformed ro Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
only in his ſanQiry, bur in his ſufferings. Pau! counted 
all things bur dung for this,thar he might win ——_— 

an 


and know the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and be made 
conformable to his death, I doubt nor bur your conſo- 
: do mae more then fipermound incall 

| y_ | rn for him ; Yer ler me add ' on2 Cor- 
ial, Th you haye . e '\ſ}toa romiſes 
come in Rye AR wy kh. before an, all 
3s Promiſes to ſuffering Saints, in which they have = 
iomnecdgpr O ro ſqingſuf 
Nm I's Ye. ACE fat ous 1 hat 


hath gotten ſuch a number of exceeding great and pre- 


cious Profiles? ;Afir af ate worlddb fo rejoyce 
when Kell ER Neo ee Big | Gould 
not you much more, that haye ſuch a Treaſure of Pro- 
miſes fallen ro you ? f #39 065 64] 

L can tell zoulicle good of my ſelf ; bur this Ifcan tell 
yoWe The -the, Promiles of- God were: neyes ſo. ſwear) ip 
xb1s. td m6,.a5-in-and finee my impriſoned ſtare, O 


_ the; bouemicls: Richgs.of the Covenagr, of Grace ! Ir 


þ 1 gene? Þhaye lerſugh a-Treaſure lic by'ſo long, 
2nd hays made. {o little. uſe. of ir... Never did my ſoul 


know;3he-Heaven of a Bgligvers life, till] learng to live 


2 life of. praiſe, and: by. more frequent conſideration r6 
ſer cunſpe;kable, riches of rhe Divine Promiſes, 
r,whichy bra ſt,. yhrough grace, I. am made an heir. I 
verily. pergciyes char all nur work were done. ar once, if 
we cautd-buy prevail with.,our ſelves and others to live 
like Bel;evcis 5:ro, rell all 'the world by our.courfe and 
carriage; thar there b5:ſuch; pleaſanrneſs in;Chrifts wars, 
ſuch beaury in haineſs, ſuch reward roobedirnce, as we 
profcls.te b;lieve. : May ours-and\ our peoples:converſa- 
tions bur-preach.chis: aloud ro the world, Thar. there is 
a real xy, in what God hath, promiſed; That -Heaven is 
er ye verraring for.;- Thar the ſufferings of the pre- 
j}Me-3re nor worthy to be. compared wich ehe glory 
whith &131l-be revealed in-us ! "| 
\; Feria. Sirs is is-bug,2-vyery litcle while that Priſons 
ſhaſl. hold-uz,, - or! that, we, ſhall dwell in dirty fleſh» 
Porpbyry -xdlls- us: of. Photanus , that he was' aſhamed 
to-ſe, himfelf in..the; Body 3 to ſee a divine and 
jomogel Soul 'in a; priion- of Fleſh, (forſo they beld 
INS re 


(159) | 
che body te be 3) burthe worſt ſhackles are thoſe of fin. 
Well they muſt ſhowly off all rogerther z our Lord dork 
not lang intend us.fori this Jower Region; Surely he is 
te/prepare 2 place'for.us : Douhelels it:is, ſo; yea, 
and:he' will come again,: and receive:usto himſelf,  thar 
where he'is, we may be alſo, And wharhave we to do, 
bur to believe, and waity and loye, and long, and look 
eutfor hig:comings iniwhich is.all our hope ?-*T will 
be time cnough:forus 10 be) preferred then. We know 
beforehand who ſhall-then be uppermoſt, Our Lord 
- hathiſhewed us where: our place ſhall: be, even ar his 
own righr' hand ; and whar he will ſay ro us, Come ye .. 
;&-c,, Surely .we ſhall ſand in his. Judgmenr 2 
He: hath promiſed te ftarid our Friend ; Ler us look for 
the joyfal day : As ſure as there is a Gods this day will 
come ,- and then- ir: ſhall: go well with+us, ; Whar: if 
Bands and Baniſhments abide us for a:ſeafor?. This' is 
nothing but what our Lord hath rold us, The world- ſhall 
regoyce, 'buti ye ſhall wetp: and lament}: You: ſhall be 
* ſorrowſudl , but. your ſorrow ſhall be: turned into - joys 
Oh, how reviving are-his words !: 1 will ſee. yeo# again, 
and: your beart ſhall rejoyte, and your joy. no man taketh 
from: you. | T7; | 
IE-rhar miſcrable wrerth leapt chearfully off the Lad- 
der, ſaying, I ſhall be: a' Queen in Hell : With whar 
Joy ſhould we do and ſuffer for God, who have his Truth 
in pawns that we ſhall be Crown'd:in Heaven ? Ve- 
rily, :they are wonderful - Preparations that are making 
for us; The Lord prepare us apace, 8nd make us mecr 
ro. be: Partakers,, It was the higheſt Cormencation 
thar ever that Worthy RF. Baxter received, which: fell 
from che Pen of his fcoffing Adverfary- Tilenus , who 
faich of him, ToramPuritaniſmum totus ſpirat. Oh that 
this may be true of us and ours, 
Ler your rue yoke-fellow, and ' my: Chriſtian 
Friends with you in the Bonds of the Goſpel, have wy, 
hearry Commendations + And theſe Counſels, 1 pray 
| you, give them from me , far the improving of their 
preſent ſtare, 


1, 79 


bo. hn <L 
Aa 
- D_— —_— 
1 


and diſroteſee, more throughty thyn ever unte Rolineſt; 


Brethten,'i would: teach yos the Ecflon that. 1 .relfvive 
ro {carn: with yoir Thar: your minds and rongyes: may. 
as naturally'ruryor; the things of: Heaven) .as. ochers on 
che rhings of: thisworld. Whiz Gould ir notibe! chus f 
1 am ſure God 'and Heaven das well deferve: ro be 

ought "on, and /ralked- of _ as froch and vanicy 
can deſerve of: the world. ' There arc many that have 
in" 4 grez meaſure {carne this:lefſori, and why'fhould 
nor we'be ſome of 'rhem ? Whar if it be:hard ar ficſt # 


'Byery thing isſo ro 4 beginner. Befidess : is not ours 3 


Religion 'of -[clf:denial 2 Further, if we do: bur force 
our ſelves z while to holy ; and Heavenly 
Nifcourſe,/ ir will grow habitual co:.us, and then ir- will 
Be moſt naural; familiar, and heavenly fweer,, Oh 
what gainers-will you be > -if- you do bur learn chis 
on $7 56 my Af ary Jos PRIVS hae: 

 Verilyy it's the ſhame of Religion,thar Chriſtians are 
founlike rhemfetves, unltfs upon'cheir knees, Sirs;- our 


>» 
> 
b 


\ Jives af language ſhould tell the: world what we areg 


and whicther we are going. - Chriftians, ler litlethings 
content you in the worſd, bur aſpire afcer grear:things int 
the grace of God. ' Many real Chriſtians do litle-rhink 


-whar high” fidines of Holineſs they might grow up tos 


even in this life, with pains and Ailigence. Sirs, be 
you men of great deſigns : Think ic nor. enough if you 
have wherewith ro bear your charges'ro Heayen; bur 
aſpire with an hely ambirion ro be grear in the Courr of 
Heaven» Favourites of rhe moſt-High, of tall growth; 
grear experience, ſingular cottimunion 5 that you may 
burn and ſhine in your places, and: convince the world ; 
that you may ſavour of Heayen whiere ever you come, and 
char there may be an even-ſpun-thred of Holincfs, run- 
wing threuth: your: whole courſt, - *Tisthe diſgrace of 
Profeffton, thar there is fo 1ittle'd:ference ro be ſeen 
in the ordinary :coverſation ef Believers from other 
men * Is ir nota ſhawes char when we are in company 
with others, this ſhould be all rhe d:ffcrence rhar is rd be 


fcen, oncly that we will not curſe and ſweal, as do the 


worſt, 
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 +oorft of men? \Ekriſtians, 'ifs you wilt honour the. Go* 
| fpel, bring forth your Religion our.of your Cloſers (the 
world 'can't- ſee whar youtto 'there:) into your Shaps , 
Trades, 'Vidys;:&c"! and etemplifie the rules of Religion 
in! che management of ajl your. Relations, and in yoiir 
;ordinary-canverſe; '.Ler theres be. ny Place or Company 
that you come intog inwhich you do not! drop ſommerhirig 
-of Gbd 7: This wilt be the þlory of Religion,” 'ahd we ſhall 
.never-cqnvinee the World 'tilt we come to this, -May you 
come:my Biechren | oue of your Priſons with! your” faces 
#hining, having' your minds" feaſoried;, and your tongues 
kipt. wich 'Holineſs « ''May your” mouths: be as #:Well of 
tbiſe, : from 'Wwhende may fidw: the Holy Streams of ! Edify- 
ang -Diſcourſe2:*. May' you ever remember; as you are fir- 
ting in-your: Houſes; © gotfip''by the Way; > tymg down, 
xg up" hav" ie" Lond" "Goth ren require: of you, Der 
yet oor 7 To ooo gnormunntegy woy h 
116. Fo iimprove: theiy /preſedt' retirements from the world, 
for':the fedthewg of thevr- ſpriituat ' eftates, ' Tis 'a: common 
conplaiet among Chriftiand , -- Thar they wane Aſſii- 
gance: 0>Oh, "if ady of you thar 'wanred 'Aflurance 'when 
ou came to Priſon, my :carry'Yar bleſſing ont , what 
banks gdiners would you be: Now you are called 
more than ever to ſelf-fearching. Now bring your Graces 
to the Touchſtones; Be:much in Self Obſervation. See 
whar your hearrs*do with moſt-love and delighr , go out 
unto : what are your greateſt hopes, and your chiet de- 
ſigns. :S$6> whether God's: Intreft bet uppermoſt in you : 
rove. this; and prove alk." *Reft-not in probable hopes. 
Think not that is-eno hy that you ean ſay, you hope 
*ris well. God lodkes for extraordinary things from you 
under ſuch preal helps, ſugh extraordinary Diſpenſations, 
Be Teftieſ* ri1l' you' can i ſay, that You, know *tis 
well ? that you know you are pafled from Death to 
Lye, | | 
Think not that this is a priviledge that only a few may 


y expe&t. Obſerve bur thefe three things : 


T. To acquaint your ſelves throughly with the conditions 
of Che) bd tabe heed of laying the marks of Solvation et- 


ther too_bigh or too low, 


C l) 2. TO 


( 262 ) 

2. To be much in obſervingtbe frame, and bent, and work- 
ings of your own hearts... - | 7 3 | | 
_ - $+ To univerſally. conſcientious, and to-be conftant in even 
and cloſe walkings, and then Idoabt nor 'but you- will grow 
up ſpecdily ro. a ſerrled aſſurance, and:know and' feel. that 

ce of God that paſſeth all-underſtanding :and this will 
- be ſomewhat worth your carrying our of Priſon, ; 
4 + Bur I return co your. (elf. But: what ſhall I fay ? Ihave 
more need to receive from you, . than' abilirie to-give;z on- 
ly I will-tell: you my wiſhes for you : I wifh that your bo- 
& ' may proſper, .as yotr ſoul alſo proſpereth, - 3 wiſh, Thar 
you may ſee-the travel of your Soul 3. that you may find 
yur: Pewfe thriving under. your hands in all: manner of 

ly converſation” andogedlineſs, that whoſoever converſes 
with'them, may ſce-and hear by them, tbat God is in 
them of a Truth, I wiſh moerenlirganens from your bonds, 
and your enlargement in them : t your Priſon may be 
bur the Lanthorn through which your Graces, Experi 
ces, .Communion, and'Prifon-artainments, may ſhine moft 
brightly ro all beholders. . I wiſh your Priſon may be 2 
Paradice- of Peace, and a P4tmos of Divine diſcoyeries, 


*. 


Lord Feſus ſet to thy Amen, I am 


SIR, 


= Touy unworthy Brother and Companion 
ii the Kingdom and Patience 
f FT ESUS: 


Jos. ALLEINE. |: 


Jan. 10. 1664. 


LETTER: 


common ſtock of Praiſes , 44 many Thanksgivings 
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LETTE Rf XL. 


[ Dire@ions to the Mi niſters of Somerſetſoire and 
V:ji/orre, forthe inſtruQting of Families by way 


of Catcchiſing. ] . 


S 1R, 


HIS Letter cometh to you, like the men of Macedg- 

na, to- Paul, .crying' to you, Come aud help us. O 
hew inſufficient do we find our ſelves for the Praiſes 
of GOD! What Reaſon have we to call upon our 
ſelves, and: to call upon, all. our Friends! and yet we 
foreſee that all will be roo. little a Sacrifice art laft, and 
£00 ſlender a rerurn to the moſt High God, who hath 
made us ſuch- wonders of - Mercy, and ſuch fignat inſtan- 
ces of his\Divine Power and Rich Grace. You are not 
ignorant'of our. Eſtae ,, how; the Sentence of Death 
had. paſſed! upon, us 3 how our. Fleſh and our” Hearts 
failed, and: Friends and Phyficians gave up their Hopes : 


'Bur God,'; that -raifed rhe Dead); was pleaſed-ro-make us 


the Monuments -of his wondrous Mercy. O that the 
fame God''would make. us-: the. ſpecial | inſtrumems - of 
his Praiſe and: Glory. 'Of a , Truth Sir, we perceive 
eur Hearts are too little, our - Tongues gre too fhort, 


'our Expreſſions are too low, . cither- ro conceive of ut- 
'ter "what we owe to the Great, God. O help { 'help! 
Bleſs the Lord, © our Souls :. Bleſs the Lord , O our 
Friends : O that all that have Wyeſtled wich God for: 
'us, Might joyn Hand in Hand to make ſome ſuirable 


returns tro the God of our lives, and- may bring in 
every one his Sacrifice, and all. contribute ro make one 


l2 ) - . May 
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may abound ro God on,our behalfs. O what hath Prayer 
done for us ! while we live we muſt Honour Prayer, and 
admire: the Pow Ay fagpal Boa owe _——_ and our 
Ives to Prayer. ;Q that.a gc crop of praiſe may grow 
up unto God as' Tos for his Merci Ain the A of 
Prayers, and ſhowers of tears, may procure ſheaves of joy 
and: Songs'sf deliverguces; ts of 1 en OK | 


o 
I 4.5 


"Y e134 0 Oh Taro tn ney) CER OG ; 

But' O what, ſhall we render ?. wherewithall ſhall we 
come before the Lord , or bow + our ſelves" to the Moſt 
High Gpd ? O where ſhall we find a fitting facrifice ?. Ve- 
rily we will give our ſelves and our All to him. Bur alas, 
what, -are we, and whar is this little that we eall:our- AU ? 


us whergin, we may ſhew bir love-ro Hitt? wherein we 
may "pleaſe and ſerve Him ?Qithariybur would ! 


< 


thar, we, might do ſorne' fingi 
tat ng by Fs nor” common things: thar fre hath done for 


US, . 

boi a Io celebrating” his*-loving 'kindnefs. ' O how ir 
plenegh your ve Hearts to 'think' that” God: ſhould 
be..Loyed; and  Hono 


the ' kindlmg Par 
the; Hearts * of his*Childreh towards him ! Sir, 
Yowcahnot pleaſure us! in inything To- much as -in. this, 
To lave and admire God ;'and ſpread'his Praiſe more and 
more 3 chat what- is * wanting through 'our weakneſs, may 
be, made tip in_your abundance, Bur 'we have. need to 
crave. your. pardon for-pur length 3 bur the love of Chriſt 
conſtraineth; us, and'we hope you will paſs by an error of 

JOE vi + 4-upn es 6 A 
While |, we. have” been! devifing what! to:ido - for- our 
God, we tliought we could: no way | betrer. ſerve _ 
| - than 


oo» fÞ tmns \ kw VV) 'Y 


a 


= 1 3% 
dan by provoking-ſuch! as: you ate;to. {et up his! great 


Natne with; us... We love: and . Honour you, not;.onely. 
as you are a Member, bur a Miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus-our' 


LORD, and therefore deſerve to be doubly dear un- 
ro 115-2 And becaule: we. could think, wf Ao, more plea- 
fing a Sacrifice of Thanksgiving , we haye ſtirred up.our 
ſelves. and Friends with us, to ſend to you'a Propher 
in 'the Namie, 'of a: Yropher', this poor Token of Leve, 
which thongh but #riafl', yer we truſt. will be a (weet 
ftyour' unro' God; and! will be accepted:-with you , being. 
out” two Mites caſt into God's Yreafury. Eur look nor 
upon your felt as obliged ro us. hereby. ; but pur ir. 'tipon 
the Account of Chriſt, ro whoſe precious Name we dedi- 
cate ir, and from whom ( although he be ſo much already 
befote hand with-itty yer} we cxpee a recompence at the 
Reſarre&ion of the: zuſt. - +; fog | $9.9 


And being further defirous ro promote the work of God 


mr our low ati flerider: Capacities,. we haye-been bold; to 


ovoke your ſelf ; with other our. Fachers and Brethren 

the Mmiſtry, to ſer; abour that neceſſary 'and much neg- 
leXea work of Catechifing ; not a lirtle pleafing our ſelves 
in the ſweer hope, that by your means we may be inſtru-+ 
mental to ſpread the ſweet ſayour of the knowledg of our 
God', in every place: and being: well perſwaded. of your 
readineſs to forward fo bleſſed a work, we have ſtirred 
up our ſelves and gur Friends ro expend a conſiderable. 
Sum of Money to furniſh Miniſters with Catechiſms , a 
hundred” whereof we: have ſent unto you, beſecching you 
ro uſe yeur beſt prudence and urmoſt diligence for the 
ſpreading of them, and for others improvement by rhem, 
x go our labour and charge in ſo good-a work, prove nor 
ar laſt of no effe&; | | | | 
Sir, we ſhall humbly propoſe unto: you , but not impoſe 
upon you. Bur let us be bold with you in Ghrift, tolay 
our requeſts before you as touching this concernment, 
they being indeed what judicious friends and brethren 
have: rhought, fir eo -propound, 


Is That 


| t- 
| | 


(166) = YE 
/ «8:5 That the People be publikely and privately inftrug- 


19./Thar theſe Carechifins be- freely given to all that will 
promiſe to uſe them, - IRE p | 
W117 LITE | | 
--$-"'Thar you woul& be: pleaſed ro acquaint your ſelf with 
all-the Schools that are within yout Verge 5 and thar you 
| | do your | utmoſt to engage the Teachers thereof 
ex reachtheir Scholars this Catechiſm ; and thar you would 
futnifk all their Scholars that arc capable and willing to 


- 


” 
k 


R . | ; | 
4- That you will endeavour fiom -honſe ro houſe to en- 
gage the Maſter or Miftris of every Family, for the torwar- 
ding of chis work. 


$» Thar you will -appoint ſer-times/, wherein to take. an 
Account of the. proftciency of all ſuch as have promiſed 
to Learn; and that; if ir may be; they may be engaged 
to Learn weekly a proportion, according to their Capaci- 


ties, -:. - 


- 6.” That you would favour us ſo far, as to let us know 
5 ſpetdilie as you may, of the receic of theſe Lines; and, 
if we may * my ſofar upon you, we pray you to indulge 
us ſome aſſurance under your Hand, Thar you'will ro your 
Power . promote this happy defign,. and that, by our Lady- 
day _ you will acquaint Mr.. Berzard what progreſs is 
mMmzqae, | 4 


- Sir, our Souls will even travel in Birch for the ſuc. 
cels' of this undertaking z and therefore: we -requeſt 
you for the love of God, and by the reſpe& which we 
are perſwaded you bare to us, that you will labour te 
comfort and encourage us in oar endeavours for Gad, 
which you can no way in the World do fo well, as 
by letting us ſee, that there is ſome Bleſſed Fruit of 


our: coſt and paines 5 and that we have not run in 
| yain, 


k 


( 167 b . Mi 
vain, ner lahoured in vain. If there be any of theſe Cx- 
ve + The remaining in your hands that you cannot dif 
poſe of by our Ladj-day, be pleaſed to ſend them to 
Mr. Barnard, or to Mr. Rofiter in Taunton. If you ſhould 
need any more, give ,us ſpeedy notice, and you fhall 
not fail ro be furniſhed with what number you defire. 

_ Thus npon the bended knees of our thankful ſoul. 
we commend our poor facrifices, together with your 7g 
re the eternal God, and remain, 


i o'% 


 Chriſfts drvored Sevants; 2 
- and jour Friends. 
J OS: BERNARD, 

"7-9 and A: 
'P J OS. ALLIENE: 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


© Acrilegious Deſertion . of, the Holy Aniftery 
rebuk NT prenchin of the Go- 


. 
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ſpe! Vindicated, againſt the Reaſoning of a Con- 
fiderit Queſtidniſt, in a Book called \' Toleration 
Fed 0, be Ws ], With Counſel to the No»- 
F200 ya | Petitioh to the Pios Conformiſe. 
' By one ivbar is Conſecrated to the Sacred 
Mijiltery; 3nd is teſplved not to be a wilful 


eſerter of it, 1in truſt that any undertakers, 
- cau juſtifie him for ſuch deſertion at the Judg- 
ment of God; till he know better bow thoſe 
can come off themſelves; who are unfaithful 
Paſtors. or unjuſt Silencers of others. 
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Rev. 14, 13. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : Tea, ſaith the Spirit, that 
they may reſt from their Labowrs, and their works | 
| dofollowthem. 
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Luke 23. 28. | 


Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep #0t for me, but weep 
for your Selves, and for your Children. 


| Har SubJe& firrer for this ſad Occafion , then a 
| Theam of Weeping?what Language can we bet» 
rer ſpeak, or more agreeable ro the dark Provis 
| dence thar we are under, then Sighs, and Cries 
Ind Lamentations ? How mercifn! was God to bim, whoa he 
ach raken ro himſelf , and how ſevere to us in this Stroke ? 
nd.Oh what hard and ſtupid hearts have we ? Should we be 
oinſcnfible of Gods heavy Indignationz and our irreparable 
Lols, as ro give him juſt Occaſion ro complain, as in Fe 
miah, F. 2. 1have ſmitten them and they have not grieved. 
ſou of this Congregation have reaſon ro fir down in birrers= 
eſs, becauſe the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with you, 
(nd ro cry our. as ſomerimes ou did, over Eliſha, 2 Kings 
2. 14. My Father, my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael and the 
or ſemen thereof: And as Rache!, once ro weep, and hardly ro 
e'comforted, becauſe he is nor And for my par I ſhall 
ke up David's Lamentation over Jonathan , with David's 
ffc&ions, 2 Sam. 1,26, 1am diſtreſſed for thee,my Brovhers 
try pleaſant haſt thou been unto me. 
| But mc thinks I ever-hear him who being dead,yer ſpeak- 
th, calling upon us in our Saviours Words,eep not for me. 
z for my own part, I have reſt for Labour, Joy for Sorrow, 
ace for Tronbley Eaſe for Pain z Ifee! no aking Bones, 
falling Firs, no ſtrained Sinews, no Diſtortions, no Con- 
ufions in the Grave. Andfor whit I find in Heaven you 
all know when you come thicher. My refreſhing rime is 
me , God hath now wiped clean away every Tear from my 
yes 3 and every drop of Sweat from my Face, and every ſade 
4 3 ihough 
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thought from-my heart 5 And therefore I forbid yout rears for 
me, Weep not for me. Bur if your ſwelling Paſſions pwſt have 
vent, Conſider whoſe rhe Loſs is: Alas, it is 20t mine, bur 
yours 3 andrheretore , turn the Scream inte the right Chan. 
nel, Weep not for me, but weep for your ſelves and for your 
Childrens | 
Theſe were our Saviours. words ſormerimes » in which he 
puts a ſtop upon the ſorrow and the tears of thoſe, who. 
wept reo much evcnar the Death of Chriſt himſclf, Dead 
he was in Law already » condemned by Pilate, delivered to 
the Xoman Band, to guard him to the Place of Execution, 
Such riagical appearances are uſually atcended with a Multi» 
rude of Lookers on y and by how much the greater, and more 
remarkable che perſon is a is to ſuffer, ſo much rhe grea- 
ger is the Concourſe. And hence it was that ſuch a heap 
people followed Chriſt, on whom the eyes of the whole Na-fſ? 
tion of che Jews were fixed, thongh with diffcrent affeRions ;Þ : 
Some to {ccure him from a reſcue, fome ro mock him andf 
deride hi 3- ſome to gaze upon the Priſoner and obſeryc his 
carriage in bis dead Marchy and ſome ro ſee the Execution; 
Among the reſt, there were a ſorr of People that bewailed® 
his Dearh, of whom ir is obſerved thar they expreſt rheight! 
riet in tcars. I make no queſtion there were en thar wepr 
4 becauſe women uſually have moifter brains , and le? 
command- upon their paſſions , and ſo are more inclinable t 
vent their forrow in a flood of tears then men, eſpecially 
becauſe their paſſions are nor much regarded neither ; fo tha 
there was no fear or danger though they were free and opt 
i their ſorrow. Hence it is that there is No notice taken of 
any other tcars bur theirs, in the Verſe before the Text, and 
that our Saviour rurns himſclf,and direRs his Speech to the 
"ir the words thac have been read , Paughters of Feruſeli 
weep wot for me, but for yorr ſelves, andfor your (bildren. 
Now in this Specch of Jeſus Chriſt we have eſpecially rob 
conſidered ewo things, a prohibition, and a. permiſſion. I 
the firſt place we have the prohibition of our Saviour i 
which he forbiddeth them ro weep, Daughters of Ferwſales 
weep not for me. And-in the {ccond place we have his permiſ 
on in which he alloweth them ro weep 3 but weep for yo - 
jetves, ad for your Childica, And yer you ſee he _ | 
of 


b, 


the firſt, 


(59 

here command and forbid rhe ſame rhings in the ſame refpeQs 
bur in relation toa diverſe obje&. In relation to him/ef he 
forbiddeth rhem ro'weep, Weep not for me. In relation t6 
themſelves,he allowerh them to weep, but weep for your ſelves, 

and for your Children, | 

The total final and irreparable ryine of Feruſalew was nea 
Jr hand, our Saviour had ic in his eye when he ſpake theſe 
words, Wie wept apace for this himſelf bur a little while be- 
fore , as you may ſee, Lyfe 19, 41; He beb'{d the City and 
wepr over it, Firſt he beholds ir with his eye , and then his 
eye affe&s his heart, Wo and alas! ſaith he, ( while ina 
pang of holy pity and compaſſhon, the tears come flowing 
down his cheeks) If thou hadft bnown even thou at leaft in this 
thy day the things which belong unto thy pr ace,but now they are 
bid from thine eyes. And therefore he allowerth them to weep 
for this , who are to have a ſhare and portion in that dread= 
i] deſolarion, But for himſelf, who willingly ſubmirced to 
the dearth which he was leading to, and all rhe other circum= 


Mfiances of his paſſion ; who was beloved of him who had av= 
. pointed and deſigned him ro ir, who was God as well as 


Man; and therefore able to endare ir, and ro overcome ic 
too 5 and who was ſhortly ro be reſcued from the jaws of 
feath , and ſo rriumphantly ro enter into Glory 2: He forbid= 
deth them co weep, Beep not fo me, but weep for your ſelt gs , 
nfo, al 


 'Sorhar the purpoſe of our Saviour is not wholly ro ups 
reſt , bur ro reRifie their ſorrow, They wept for him cue 
of a child th kind of piry, bt they wepr nor for their hn3, 


Mnor rhe unleen calamiries chat were abour ro come upon 


them, And therefore Chriſt endeavours ro withdraw their 
ſorrow from the wrong, and tix it en the right abje&t, And 
tothis end he (ſhews them why they ſh1/d ner weep, and 
why they ſhould. Weep not for me, but for your ſelves.aul fov 
our Children. Ywo Obſcrvacions lie befcre us inthe Texr, 


MThe f6rſt, That it 3s not unlawful nov unfit ſymerimes toexpreſs 


our grief in tears. The ſecond » That we ave very oubjet tn 
niſplace our grief, and tomiftage the ground and objeft of 
our ſorrow, I hall ſpeak to theſe in order, beginning with 


DoF. Tha 
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Dot, Thar it is not unlawful nor unfic ſomerimes to cx- 
preſs our grief in tears. T9, | 

We have our Saviours warrant for it in the Textzweep for 
your ſelves, and for vour children, There weep and weep on, 
How often are we called upon to weep in Scripture? Oh 
whar a cloud of weepers ſhall we find there, who arc all wit- 
neſſes to this great truth! And ſome of them the wiſeft and 
the bolieſt mentioned in the Book of God, without excepti- 
,.on: Our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, the holy Oney and the Wil- 
dom of God, was a very great Weeper, - He was 4. mai of 
ſorrows, not of afew, bt many ſorrows, 1/a, 53. 3. You 
Rever read he laughed in all his Story, bur you find he wept 


ofren. , In the days of his ficfh he offered up fs ong eries audi 


fears to God, Heb: 5. 7, He wept tor his beloyed Lazarus, 

Toba 13.35. 4ndif wedo the like on this oceafion, we have 

a grear Example in our cyc.. He melred over poor tindons 

4% pn with many tears, who had oyer-pals'd the day of 
er gracious Viſitation, Eo _ 


Look up ard down among the poor aflited and diſtreficd}ſ 


People of the Lord,and you ſhall find thar tears have been as 
ordinary with them, as their daily food, Thou feedeft them, 
faith Aſaph, Þſal. 80.5. Wirh the bread of tears, and giveſt 
them tears to drizxþ., Tears were both their Mecar and Drink, 
and it ſeems they had their fill of this Dier. This was ihe 
Legacy our Saviour left ro his Diſciples, ys ſhall we'p, John 
I6.22,' It is obſerved of the Saints, racy ſow in tears,they 
go'forih weeping, bearing precious Seed Pfal, ) 26. 5. Th: x 
rime of ſowing ,' is a time of werfivg They ſow in ſhow ry 
weather, in a rainy rime, the Secd they ſow moſt common» 
ly is ſteep'd in rears.* Mine cye (ſaith huly David ,) is cone 
ſ«med with grief, Plal 6 9. © He wept ſo much thar he was 
ſhriveled up co nothing like a bottle in a ſmoak,as his own ex- 

preflion is, Plal. 119 83. '* f * ALE 
' Youſee then-ir is not «#/2wful, nor 12fit ſometimes to cx- 
preſs our grief in tears. Bur you will ask mc what theſe rims 
are; I willtell yeu in a word. Sinning times, and Suffiing 
. times, arc wecping times, © A word or two of thele in orde:s 
IT, Sinning times, arc weeping times.* And'thar whether 

they be ſinning times with others , or our ſt/ves, 

1. Sinnipg times with others, muſt be ſorcowing times, 
jay Witt 
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(7) 
With us. Our Saviours Bowels rowld within him, when he 
look'd about, and ſaw the hardneſs of the Peoples hearts, 
Mark 3. 5. Rivers of waters run down mine eyes ( ſaith holy 
Devid to the Lord, Pals 119. 136. ) becauſe men heep a0? thy 
Law, If they will not hear ſairh 7eremiab, Chap. 13.17. 
My ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for their pride, and mine eyes 
ſhall weep ſore and run dewn with tears. My Soul and Eye 
ſhall weep rogether, You ſhall obſerve that thoſe «hom God 
appointed ro be marked and fingled our for preſervation, in 
a-common deſolation, were ſuch as (ebed and cried for the 
abominations of Jeruſalem, Ezes. 9g. 4. Theydid noronly 
keep themſelycs from the abominarions of the rime and place 


' on which the Providence of God had caſt chem, bur they 


mourned for them in others, They were noc meer abſtainers, 
bur rhey were mourners, weepW too, and fo were ſnatched 
as fire-brands our of the burnings » and ſer as monuments of 
the Mercy of God. | 
Brethren, if you deftie to be preſerved,in crimes of conmon 


 deſolation, when the judgments of the Lord arc abroad up- 


on the earch z and on the places of your habiation, and to' 
be ſafe in the day of hu azger, work your hearts ro-this creme 


per, while orher men are ſinning, be you monrning ; While 


others are committ ng horrible abominations z te you lamen=- |. 
ting and vewailing them, fphing and crying for thoſe abo- 
Minations, That when God comes to viſit, he may find the 
Hghs breathing from your heares » the drops 1nanu g doun 


your checks » and all about you wet with tears, 
_ 2. And as ſinning times with others,fo 8:7 own funing times 
ef; ecially, muſt be our weeping times. Though Dav'd vere 


a good many yet he was a great ſinner , and ſo he was a great 
w'eper, In P/al. 6.6. We find him even drown«d in tears. 
Al the night long ( \aith he) I make my Bed io ſwim, and wa- 
ter my Couch with my tears, An Hyperbolical exprefiinn of 
unmeaſurable weping, So, Mary Magdalen had much tor. 
given her, and thereupon fhe loved much, and wept much 
Yea the-made a bath of tears, in which ſhe waſhed the feer 
of Chriſt, Lube 5. 37, Iris obſerved of the people of the 
Zews , thar when they had ſurveyed their monſt:ous fins , 
they drew forth water ( our of the Fountains of cheir guilty 


eyes) and poured jt before the Lord, 1 Sam. 9. 6, When once 
A 4 | thor 


id 
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their hard 3nd; reckic hearrs were ſmitten with remorſe, they 
melced into rears. They wepe by Buckets, not by Drops. Is 
Is 2 woeful frame of heart, when men: canfin y. but cannot 

2. As finning times are weep'ng rimes, ſo ſuffering times 
are weeping rimes. And that whether chey be ſuffering runes 
wah bers of ear ſelves... oC... | 

1.. S. ering rimes. with athers , moſt be ſorrowing times 
with us.. We muſt w:ep with them that weep... The Holy 
Ghoſt himſelf rakes notice of ir, as-remarkable, in Nebemi- 
ah,Chap. 1. 4- . that when be h.a. d of the diftrefics of -his 
Brerhrcng, he ſat down ( as one aſtonicd ) av1 wept and 
mourned certain dajes, . And Feremiah crierh our .in ſuch a 
eaſe , Ob that my head were waters (nothing elſe ) and mine 
Eyes 4 fount 112 of tears , ( bib eycs one four tain ) that 1 
might weep day and night ( wig out ceſſation ) for the ſla'n of 
the Daughters of my Peop'e.. Ir is our duty, to remember thim 
that are in Bonds, 45 bound w thth:m, and ihim that are Di- 
fireſſed, and broken ad undone, as if we 6. ſelves were bro- 
. &:u and unduyne. wth them, Oh let.nox it b: ſaid of any of 
us» that we [Wim in pleaſures, while our, Brethren ſwim in 
zeari,., Thai we haye lain upon our colly Beds,and ſtretch: 
ed our ſelves upon our Couches, - that .ne have caten rae 
La nvs out of thz Floc's, and che Calves our of the Sta!l,thar 
we have chan:ed tothe Vol and invented Inſtruments of 
Muſick to our {clves, that we drink Wize in bowls, but arc 
ot grieved for the affli 4:05 of 7o;eph, Amo$.6.. 43 5» 6. 

2» And,as when others. arc afflicted, ſo when we our ſelves 
are ſo.., it is a proper time to weep. The Ffeor diſtreſſed 
Church draws up a Cat ilog';e of all her rroublcs > Lamenta- 
ftions'1.12, &*c, And thca concludeth.at the 16, Verſe, for 
theſe things I mesp,mine cy%, mine wyroarunnth down with wa- 
fer. Yea, the complains that ſhe had wepe fo mucn, that 
ber ey2s did fail with trars, Lim. 2. 11. 1 might give othcr 

. , F . . 
Scripiu res, where 10 ſill hnd them flowing abundantly an 
Fuch cccifions, Bur this may, ſatisfie ro ſnew you, that it is 
z0t unlawful nor unfit, ſometimes ts expreſs our grief-1n tears, 
And hat thoſe weeping . times are { Times. of ſinning, and 
Limes of ſuffering, cicher with 8: bers, or with cur ſelves, 
_ &/e 1. They are miſtaken then, who think itan _— 
- an 
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(9) 
and unmanly thing to weep, ro drop a rear at any timey as if 
2: argned feebleneſs of mind, and imbecillity of {pirir. How 
many daring Gallants are there in the world, who deſpiſe 
Go..s mourners, and look on ſuch as weep, for the abominatis 
#xs, or the de/o/atjons of the times, as a company of poor 
weak low Souls, And yer Hezchiab wept, and David wept , 
even till he drowned himſelf in tears; who notwithſtanding 
was as gallant and as brave a man as eyer lived. ' The wiſc 
man tells us, char th:re is a time to weeps Ecleſ. 3.'4 4nd 
where ſaith he of mourning thou art mad, 'and of 'florrow,. 
Whar is it that thou doeſt ? As he doth of joy and langhter, 
Where do you find a bleſſing poured our on laughter, as you 
do on tears and mourning ? There are bur nine Bearitudes * 
and this is one, Bleſſed are they that mourn, for thry ſh1ll be 


_ Comforted, Mar, 5 4. 4nd therefore they deceive themſclyes 


who ſcorn mourners, and labour ro pur on that 4pathie and 
Idolence, which is fo much commended by the Stoichs : 
Who rhink it is their Patience, and inſuperable Fortitude of 
mind, to be diſquiered with nothing, neither fins, nor ſuffer- 
ings, ſo far at leaſty as ro ſhed rears, Their Parience is it ? 
No, *cis their {.nſl:ſnefs...L have ſmirten them and they have 
Not grieved, ſaith God, of hardned 1/rae!, Jer. 5.3. Ir is nor 
Patience bur Stupidity, thar he bewailerh there in that people 

Uſe 2, Whar (hall werhink of thoſe who have no time for 
t:ars, or ſorrows : They ſpend their days in mirtth, and plea- 
4:.re, and chaſe away all thoughts from rheir hearts, be the 
eccaſion whar it will , or whar ir cans Theſc arc merry men 
indeed, I with they.weuld bur ſadly Jay ro' heart theſe few 
Coaſidera:ions, and | ſhall paſs on to the thi:d Ute, 

I, Itis afcobſhthng, tomeltaway in mirth and laughs 
rer, eſpecially ar ſuch a cime , when there is nothing .upon 
every fide but c1uſe of ſorrow. No queſtion rhey conceive) 
Ir is their wiſdome to be lively ſtill, however matters go, and 
ro drive away ſorrow from their hearts, Bur whar ſaith So- 
lomon, the wiſeſt man thag ever lived, Ecc'ef, 9. 4 The w'ſe 
mans heart us in the hznſe of mg” ning If his body be not 


g there, yer his heart ar leaſt, is there. Bur on the other fide , 


the heart of Foils 3s in the houſe of m'rth. You know they 
vſe to paint Fools lavghing, and wiſe mens with a ſerious 
Erave compoſed look, And ſurely there is ſomething in irs 

| bur 


FE 


(10) . 
but che Fool /harh not the wic to pick ir out; | 
' 2. - Asitis a fooliſh thing, ſoiris 2 ſinful thing, rs 
give our ſelves to mirth and laughter, when God callerh us 
"xo forrow, It is a fin which God doth hardly ( if ac all for- 
give ) we find that he hath ſealed the Commirrers of ir up 
ro wtach ,' and bound the guilt of this Iniquity upon their 
fouls never to be removed again, That is a damning ſentence 
which we find, I/2, 22. 12. They were formidable Tudg- | 
ments which the Lord had threarned, and aRually inflied 
en the Jews:* And thereupon he looked they (ſhould haye 
carried and demeaned themſelves.like Mourners, like men 
char were extreamly ſenfible ot his diſpleaſure , and much 
affected with his hand upon them. Bur they deſpiſed and 
flighced all , and gave themſelves ro mirch and pleaſures and 
frazger:d ina braving ways And what was the event and 
iflue of it ; Szr2ly this in'qui'y ſhall not be purged from youtill 
—_  ” 3 PE IE FE ty, 
3. Andas ir is a fooliſh, and a finfi I thing, ſo it is a dax- 
gerous th'ng. There is a fearful woz denounced to ſuch as 
taugh ; for they ſhall mourn. The Lord will one day win 
rheir vain and fooliſh mirch, to weeping and lamentarion. Ic 
will be'Gall and Wormwood' in the latter end. '' They thar 
arc alwaies makinf mer y » and never grieve at the diſtreſs 
of the church, they ſhall go captive with the fi #, as God de - 
nounceth, Ames 6, 7 Whoever eſcape they ſhall be lure ro 
have their porcion. ' The Lord will ſer them if che Front to 
undergo the ſharpeſt brunt, and rhe moſt fierce encounter 
, of his V-ngeance. And though they bear it out a while, re 
Lord will ſurely meet with them another day , when they 
ſhall have their portion there, where rhere is zothing elſe bur 
Weeping and wailing, and gzafhhing of teeth; They thar do 
norhing «lſe but 1avgh in this world, ſhall do nothing elſc but 
w:ed in char ro come, ' And all their carnal joy will prove 
crachiing of th,yus under apots ſoon in and ſoon out, and 
-Alaſhes of Lightning before Ecernal fire. 
: W/e 3. And therefore in the third place, fince there are 
ximes to gricve, and ro expreſgour grief in rears,ler this be 
a Caveat tows not toloek for too much joy in this world, Let 
us not Caſt coo much upon it , leſt we be diſappointed and 
deceived, Ir's that we arc very aptto cozen and dclude our 


{.lyes 
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ſelves abour, when we are on a merry pin, and flouriſh in 
x proſpcrons eftare , ir is our manner to conclude thar we 
ſhall never have a ſtorm again, and rhart this bappy time will 
never end. And ſo we tun upon a double inconvenience g 
we grow remiſs in making prepararions for a time of ſorrow; 
and when it comes upon us unexpeRed ir curs the deeper, 
and diſquiers us the niore, How often ſhall you hear ir from 
che mouths of ſome, when any.heavy Croſs befals them, alas 
they never dream'd of rhis, ow never Jook'd ro ſee this 
doleful day: The weaker and unwifer they. Did they not 
know whar they ates born to trouble, ar the ſpaiks fly upward, 
fo that they have a-natural'rendency roit > Thar they are 
wandring in a vale of zears ; in which they muſt look our for 
many ſtorms; Ir was a pretty Speech of Seneca, Dolor ov» 
woluptas inhicem cedunt , bretier voluptas ; Joy and ſorrow 
bave ſtill their rurns and entercourſes here , but Joy ( moſt 
commonly ) hath rhe ſpeedieſt diſpatch. And therefore in 
the midſt of Joy , ler us be wiſcly caſting npon times of ſor- 
row, and making preparation and povifion for them. And 
chat you may nor fainr either in the ſence and feeling , or in 
the apprehenſion and expeation of them; 1 (hall drop down 
a few Cordials, '* | 

' 1, "The times of teays and ſorrow, are better for us then the 
times of mirth and laughte», And hence ſaith $9/omon,in the 
fore-alledged Scriptures, Eccleſe. 9.2, It is better togo to the 
houſe of mourning then 16 the houſe of feaſting 1s it not a more 
pleaſing. good, bur is ic a more prop!able good 5 though it be 


nor more delightful, yer it is more beneficial ro be where 


there arc rears and lamintations , then to be where there js 
nothing 'elſe bur Jaughrer. 4ad thar upon theſe rwo Ac- 
COUunte, 

I. Times of grief and rears, prepare for grace, They fir 
us forthe work of holineſs upon our ſouls. They ſettle us, 
and fix us, and make ns capable of good impreflicns. When 
there is nothing elſe bur mirth ,* we have light and forhy 
ſpirits, ovr fancies roves our thoughts and our imaginations 
wander + Burt when the Lord preſenterh nothing, elſe before 
our eyes bur rears and lJamentarions , this calleth home our 
thoughts Ir renders us unto our ſelves, and makcs us fir 
for holy motions, We ſec it by experience z 4hat che very 
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- men; who when they are upon a merry pins are. ſenfleſs and * 
"incapable of any goodrhey have {ach yain and fooliſh hearrs: 
'when rhey are broughc into a melting. frame, then they are 
'L mild andrame as Lambs, chen they are pliable ang flexible, 
|  \andrraRable ; ſo rhar a lirtle child may lead them. . If you 
viſit them ; if yott counſel and adviſe them for their good , 
Then you ſhall have rhtir ears; and. hearts roo, | 
2. Andas the times of pricf and tears prepare for grace , 
| fo they increaſe and furtber Dare. * Grace will ſpring and. 
F grow the more. for fuch ſhowers as theſe are. . Ic proſp:rs 
 berrerin x mill ang, marred 'chen in a dry and baryen {oyl , 
AnJ if you ſearch rhe ſacred Story, you will find the greateft 
22epers ro have been the greareſt Saints, As David, Peter 
yea, our Saviour Chrift himſelf, * Indeed this precious Seed 
delighrs ro have ſuch dews as rhgſe ;. che Seed of. Prayer, of 
Rep:nrance,' yea, 'thar ltnmorral Sced, the Word of 'God , 
doth beſt when ir is ſown in tears' When we repent in rears, 
ear hearts releac and melt moſt.” When: we preach and pray 
in tears, we move our ſelves and others moſt ; —-$;j vis me 
ftere, dolendum eft Primum ipſi tibi. This Secd whey ir is 
warred rhus ſprings up thefaſter', and bringeth forth the 
mann oe. 7 ot 4 
- 2. Theſe rimes of grief and rears w3l! end at laft , and 14 
3n joy. Touſhul weep (ſaich Chriſt ro his Apoſtles , ) bur 
your ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy, They that ſow in tears ſhall 
reap It joy; and he that goes forth weeping, bearing precious 
Seed, fhl doubtleſs come ag1in with rejoycing, briuging his 
24ves With bim, There is no doubr, ne queſtion ro be'made 
of char, and therefore ir is bound with an Afleverarion , 
which rakes away all ſcruple from ir, he ſhall dotbtleſs come 
2gaiin with rejovcing, bringing his ſheaves with him. ' It is 
the cuſtome, eyery where to have goo | chear, and ta be merry . 
when they reap. So it was among the Jews, as you may lee 
Dent. 16. 13,14. And therefore this is uſed in Scriprure 
ro expre(s the greateſt joy, Iſa. 9. 3. They (hall regoyce before 
thee accoding to the joy of harveF. So,chough the Chriſtian, 
ſows in rainy weather, in a weeping time, all ſhall be ſweer, 
2nd calm, and fir, when the reaping time comes. He ſhall 
ft down with Abraham, and Iſaac, an4 Jacob, inthe King- 
am of Heaven, feeding on rhe hidden Manna, and a 
() 
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of the pure and Ccyſtal River of Water of Life , proceeds. 
ing fromthe Throne of God , andef the Lamb, and there, 
they ſhall be merry all ropgecher; When once he comes xa 
God's immediate preſence, he ſhall haye joy, full 7oy, yea, the 
fulneſs of joy, Pſal, 16. laſt, In his preſence is fulneſs of 
Joy, and pleaſures for evermore. 
5 The joy that 2 to come will pay for all. It will be ſuchs 

plentiful and overflowing, that it will make a full amends 
for all your preſent tears and ſorrow ; Ir will quite overcome 
the ſenſe, and the remembrance of them. Ajas, our trouble 
here is nothing, in compariſon, it is alight and cafic Bur= 
then. Our affli&jon is bur ſhorryir conrinues bur a moments 
bur the cime is drawing nigh.y when this little light ſorrow g 
ſhall be wholly ſwallowed up in endleſs and unurcerable joy, 
Thi ſhort affliftion which lafteth but a moment, ſhall endn 
everlaſiing aud unmixed pleaſures, 2 Cor. 4. 17. It worketh 
for us, a far more, excccding and eternal weight of glory 2 
Oh whattranſporting comfort is there many times, in reap= 
ing the firſt fruits of the Spirit that we are ready to cry our » 
if che firit fruits be ſoſweer, whar will the Harveſt be? 1f 
the ear#eft be ſo great, whar will the Poſſeſſion be ? When we 
(hall be filled and fſatisficd » with the delights that heaven 
viclds to all crernity, I could ſay as Peter once, It # good ts 


be here, let us build Tabernagles bere, Bur 1 muſt baſten to 
another Obſeryativn. 


DoF.2e Thar we are very ſubje& ro miſplace our grief,and 
to miſtake the Ground and Obj.& of our ſorrow. 

So did theſe Daughters of Feruſalem you ſee, they wept 
where they ſhould not, and they wept not where they ſhould, 
And therefore Chriſt CorreQs their Sorrow in the Texr ; 
Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep aot for me, but weep for your 
ſetves, and for your Children, A great parr of the fin, and 
corruption tht: hath inyaded humane nature , conbſts in 
the diſorder and diſtemper of our paſſions and affc&ions ; 
& lies cſpecially in rwo things, either when we miſs the right 
6b;ef, or iranſgreſs the juſjt meaſure ; When they are eirher 
ill placed, or ill projortiened : When we miſtake in either of 
thems When we are troubled where we ſhculd not, or roo 
much rroubled where we ſhowld 3 ve are much ro be _— 

negs 


» 
” 


.. _ 


ned $ And both of theſe weare very ſubje& re. The firſt is 
pertinent to our'purpoſe, we are excreamly apt 18 grieve aud 
ro be troubled where 1pe ſhould not, Ir is no wonder that we 
find Eſa faulcy here, miſtaken:in the objeR of his ſorrow £ 
He ſought Repentance, and ſought it carefully with tears; as 
you may ſcey Heb, 13. 19. Bur whar Repentance did he ſeek 
with rears ? Alas he mifſed his mark, he ſoughr nothis own, 


bur his Fatheys Repentance ; feign he would have his Father 
ro Repent of his pouring our the bleſſing on his younger bro- 


ther Facob, and conſequently ro revoke ir; and to call irback- | 


apain: But when he ſaw that was nor ro be done, and heard 
his Farher ſay,  Ebeve bleſſed him, and he ſhall be bleſſed, be 
lifted up bis voice and wept, Gens 2.7. 38. Yea rhe Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of our Saviour Chrift himſelf miſtook in this, 


thac they miſapplyed their forrow,, They were excreamly 


grieved and troubled rhar Chriſt was ready todeparty and ro 
withdraw his fleſhly preſence from them ; Whereas he tells 
rhem plainly, It is expedient for you that 1 go away, John.16: 


7. Ir is nor only expedient foy me , but ir is expedient for 


you 2? ſa that here” was no real cauſe of grief and forrow, And 
hence our Saviour purs a ſtep upon ir, John 14. 1. Let not 
yorr bearts be troubled, q d. 1 fce thar you miſplace your 
gri:f, Come'it muſt not be ſo; I will not have it to be ſo, 
ler nor your hearts be troubled, - | 
- Poor Merry was greatly ar a loſs in this particular,ſheftood 
beſides the ſepulcher of Chriſt Weeping, John 11. 20. Why 
whar's the matrer ? The Body of the Lord is gone. Had ſhe 
found him dead there, ir ſeems (he had becn very well con- 
revt 2 Sothar her grief and ſorrow was in deed (alrhough 
ſhe did nor underſtand ir, and intend ir ſo ) that Chriſt was 
Riſcn. She ſhould have wept over an anbelieving beart,(char 
doubted of rhe Reſutre&ion of her Saviour ) and nor over 
an empty Grave, from which his Body was deliver'd ; God 
having /eoſed the pains of Death, becauſe it was ot poſſible 
that be ſhould be bolden of it, As 2. 24. | 
I mighr add other inſtances, bur rheſe may ſarisfic to clear 
che poinr ; Thar we are very ſubje& ro miſplace our gricf 3 
2nd to miſtake rhe ground and objeR of our ſorrow £ And 
there are two eſpecial cauſes of ir. wiz, Eicher becauſe our 
wBderſlanding is mi”ed, or our Aﬀeftions are miſtaid. p 
Real. To 
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Reaſ; 22 Sometimes we are very ſubje& ro miſplace our 
grief, becauſe our underſtauding is miſled. - We do nor Judg 
arighr of that» which is indeed the only, sr the greateſt 


cauſe of rrouble. Sorne apprehend their rears are ficrer to 


be ſpent on their Affliftions , then their ſins ; They ſee no 
grear hurt ## fin, bur they feel much in Aflition z Afiair 
on isa grievous thing ro them ; bur corruption is not ſo. 
There is a principle in Nature which makes a wan averſe 
from penal evil, bur there is none ar all , thar maketh bim 
averſe from ſinful evil ; ſorhar a man needs nothing elſe bur 
Nature to make him ſenfible of penal evils of Afﬀflictions , 
but he needs more then Nature, ro make him ſen fible of fin ; 
And hence'it is, becauſe the greater parc of men have noe 
ching elſe bur Nature ig them , that they are ſo exceedingly 
affeed with the one, and ſo regardleſs of the other. 

Now theſe affections follow apprehenſions,as they always doy 
They are miſtaken in their judgments, and ſo they miſapply 
their paſſions + They look upon their fins as ſmall marrters , 
bur they amplifie rheir troubles and afli&ions, as he in rhe 
Poet, I am ren times, rwenty times , an hundred rimes mif2- 
rable; And hence = weep for their affliions and will 
gor be comforted 3 while they have nor. a tear to ſpend vpon 
their fins ; And this in probability was 1/7aelg caſe, Ter, 30. 
I5. They were extreamly troubled ar the miſeries /thar 
were upon them, bye they were little troubl'd ar their fins ; 
They cryed becauſe of their AfliRions ; they did nor only 
figh and'mourn and grieve and weep, but more then ſo they 
cry daloud z which ſhews extremity of ſorrow 3 Bur we hear 
nething of any ſorrow for their fins. And therefore God 
comes in and interruprs them , why. what's. the matter with 
youy can you tell why you take on in this faſhion 2 I#hy crieſt 
thou for th'ne aff! ton ? thy ſorvow is incurable, for the mul» 
83tude of thine - Iniquitie : becauſe thy ſins are increaſed 

And ſo for perl evils, they miſtake there gooz They 
think that Temporal! Judgments, are greater and heavier then 
' ſpiritual pudgments : They take the bodily plague, ro be worſe 

then the plagne of the heart;a famine of Corn,chen the famine 
of the word ,, and ſo they grieve more for the one, then for 
che other ; and they had rather loſe their Saviowr; then their 
Hozs ; Thar is the firſt reaſon then, why we miſplace our 
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Erief, Bzcauſe out underſtanding is willed... + 7 
'- 2. Thi ſecond is, Becauſe our Affedtion is miſled; T mean 
our love 3: for love is the commander. of .our other paſſions 2 
Iris the firſt and great wheel of che:ſouly, rhar carries all the 
reſt abour,'and governs them as ir pleaſerh. Love is the. 
ftrongeſt of the paſſions and AﬀeQions, and rherefore.all the. 
reſt yicld ro ir z and are greatly ſway'd by it : And by this 
means ir comes to paſs, that if we miſplace our Loves we ate 
in danger to milplace ear ſorrow : For. we. ſhall furcly grieve. 
for-thar moſt » which :we love beſt, . wherher it be, beſt or 
| Nor, - Oh what a deal of vain unnecefſary ſorrow , dema» 
ny throw themſclves into , by miſapplying this Aﬀetion ! 
Their love is ſerled where it ſhould nor be or ir is ſtronger. 
then ir ought to be y ro ſucha friend, ra ſuch a comfort , to 


ſuch.a rehation, and when;they find a diſappointment by rhe | 


removall g of the change of rhar:which chey have fer their 
hearts roo much upon, their grief is\anſwerable ro rheir love. 
Strong fte&onsfclpecially when. they miſcarry in the objx& 
of them ) do caſt men into ſtrong AfliQions. yas 


q — . 


+ Oh how was David overeome with the death'of Abſalom !- 
though yer indeed, the cutting of him off,, was.a great and, 
fignal mercy, to hiwſclf, and to his people. And therefore 
Joab even rareshimfor it; 2. Sem. 19.5, and following verſes, 
Saith he,Thou haſt ſham'd this day the faces of all thy ſervants 
who bave ſav/ thy tife , and the life of. thy. Sens, and of thy 
Datehrers, and thyWrves: Since thou haft lov'd thine Enemics, 
aud bated thy Friends , and haſt declar'd thi day, that thou, 
regerdeſt neither Princes nor Servants : And 1 perceive that if- 
Abſalom had lived, and all we bad died this day, it would, 
have pleaſed thce well. You ſee the reaſon of his immoderate 
and overflowing ſorrow for him, was his inordinate AﬀeRion, 
to him : Which was ſo out of- meaſure grear , taat when. ha 
hcard the news, his paſſion wreughr, and he was haſting 
ro aroom togiye it vent. Bur alas » he cannot hoid ill he 
come thither, bur diſcharges at the ſtairs as he/is going up , 

2 Sam. 18.33. He wept as be went and ſaid, O my Sox AD- 

filow” Sor Abſalom,would God T hid died for thee, O Ab- 

ſalom, my Son, my Sou, You f:e then both that , and why, 
- are lo ready ro miſplace our grief ,- and ro miſapply out 

rroWw. . +» | 
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&/e. The application of rhe point ſhall be for Caution, and 
Direfion, both together 3; To watch cur hearts againſt ir » 
that ſo we lay not our our tears amiſs : Be circumſpe&ihar 
you do nor miſplace-your grief, and that you do nor miſtake 
the ground and obje& of your ſorrow; like theſe poor Daugh- 


rers of Jeruſalem, .who wept where they ſhould nor, and 


wept nor where they ſhould, Oh what a deal of egricf do 


ſome men waſte away, when there is no cauſe at all ! How 
do many men rake on , when they are croſt 


ip proſecution 
of. their luſts , and hindred in their ſins, wh is in deed & 
great mercy 2 Oh whar floods of tears do ſome men pour 
out upon a perry flight occaſion, ata trifling accident ! 


Beloved, tears it they beſhed arighr,are preeious things 3 _ 


God pats them - mp his Bottle, as if they were of grezt va- 

e Jay them out on nothing 2 How will 
they. weep, 2rd grievey at any diſappointment in their ſmall 
affairs, any miſcarriage in their buſineſs, any lile perry 
loſs, any unkindneſs from their friends , or neighbonrs, any 
affront or proyccarion in the leaſt degree; nay if chey be 
butcroſled in their wills , though ir be beſt indeed they 


ſhould : Ail their ſorrow is beſtowed on little trifling incon- 


ſiderable things, Why , my beloved, have ye not other 
manner of things then theſe ro prieve for > whar think you 
of your own ſins, wich all their bloody aggravarions ? whag 
think you ef the horrible Abominations, and woful deſolations 
of the Land? And of all the wrarh of God, that hath been 
lately mani'cſted and reveal'd from Heaven againſt us, more 
ways then I am able e> exprefs? 1 might be very large in 
hewing you particvlatly and diſtinaly,boch whar you ſhould, 
and whar you ſh31la not grieve forz-and giving you direRions 
from the word of God abour it. Bur becauſe the time ſpends, 
and I would nor be prevented of that which I have princi- 
pally in my eye, 1 ſhall paſs oyer many orter rhings thar fo 
' may apply my ſelf ro the occaſion. 

Methinks I ſee rhe clords gather, 2nd return afrer rhe 
Rain ; And our of queſtion many of you are come hither 
with 2 ſufficient ſc ck of ſorrow ; your hearts are full of gritfs 
and your ſouls ſull of trouble, and your bottles full of tears, 
brim full, You have drawn warer , and ate ready to pour it 
ur before the Lord this day, work {hall be ro guide you, 
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(18) 
and dire& you { wirh our Savieur. in the Text ) how ta he- 
Row theſe tears , and how ro ſpend this ſorrow , thar you 
way not weep in vain, T ſay to you as Chriſt doth to the 
Daughters of 7eruſalem(with a little alteration) weep not for 
bim, ' whom the Lord hath raken from you, bur weep for your 
ſelves, and for your Children. 
' 3. Weep not for bim, 1 know the loſs of ſuch an Able; 
Faithful, Painful, zealous Miniſter of Chriſt as he was, 
'oughr'to be '$ mach bewaiied g Men of ſuch hidden worth 
as he had tn I'm, and cf ſuch publick uſe and ſervice in the 
Chutrch, ſhould not be raked vp in their- Graves z withour 
rear'y and lamentations: Foaſh a wicked King wept for a 
good Prophet, and that with very great atfe&ion, 2 Kings 
13. 14. He wept over bis face and ſaid, My Father,my Father 
the Chariots of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof. And if you 
mark the carriage of the Saints z when ſuch as he ( 1 mean 
our dear and worthy Brother ) have been r:ken from them, 
3t would warrant all the rears you have to ſp2nd on this oc- 
cafion, | In the firſt of Kings 13. 36, You find a Prophet 
burying a Prophet, ard melting over him when he Inter'd ft 
him ; Hg laid bis Cartaſein the Grave aud mourned over bim, || 
and ſaid alafs my Brother | How ſolemnly did Iſrael lamenr [We 
the dearh of Samir! , and made their grief as remarkable and 
publick as their loſs, 1 Sam. 25+ I. It is obſerved of Stephen JEt 
thar he was Carried by devout men toby burial with great 1a- 
mentation, Ats $8.2. And God forbid rhar ſach an one as 
we have loſt, ſhould dic away » asif he were #8t deſpred ; 
that he would ſteal into his Grave y asif there were no no+- 
rice raken of his Dearth, No my Beloved, weep, and weep Þ## 
on ; fir down and weep rill you can weep no more z yer ſtill 
I ſay, weep not for bim. 

Your loſs is unaccomptable indeed, and rime perhaps will 
ſhew it rv be greater then as yer you ſee, Burrell me my| I. 
B:loved, w he @ loſer any way? Nay, is he nor an infinieofu 
gainer ? Is not this beſt of all for h:#z ? Indeed ro have con-f\2d 
tinued in the Hleſh was better for you ; as the Apoſtle ſtares theÞ th 
caſe, whin he was ſtrained » Phil, 1:24. Bur for him ic Cc 
was far better to be diſſolved and to be with Chyift, Now heprav 
enjoys a {111 deliverance from all Corruptions,all Temptations,ſþ be 
all Aﬀ:@ uns; A full return 0 ail his Prayers,and ——— ore 
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afrer God and Chriſt, in which he was rragſported, when h© 
was drawing near his Glory : A full reward of all his cirinf 
and inceſlent Labours. Oh blefled foul! You know a Voic® 
from Heaven hath ſaid, Bleſſed are the dead that die in the 

Lord, for they reft from their Labours, and their works follow 

them. Therefore I ſay weep nor foc him. 

There is one thing I muſt confeſs that makes this Providence 
the ſadder ro us: You know ir is the Propher Davids Pray- 
> fer, Pſal. 103.24. 0 my God tate me not away in the miſt of 
© | my dates, The Lord indeed hath raken him away in che midſt 
2 [&f his days, and in the midſt of his Miniſtry. Bur is he gone 
e [to Heaven too ſoon ? Too ſoon indeed for you , bur not for 
r him. Is he gor home to his Fathers houſe roo ſoon ? Is he 
u {with God, and Chriſt, and Angels, and glorified Saints too 
n ſoon? Whar,doth he wiſh that he were back again whhh you? 
1, [Hatb he his everlaſting Reſt roo ſoon? His glorious Recom- 
:- pence roo ſoon ? Brethren , he wrought a pace you know 
et [while he had ſtrength , and finiſhed the wok that God had 
d [given him to do berime, So rhar ir is no wonder thoagh he 
s, [Path bis wagescarly, , ſooner then ſuch dull heavy Slugs as 
ar fe are. His life was ſhort indeed , though filled vp with 
race and Duty, and God hath made bur an exchange of an 
en fEcernal one forir, He was a bu»nivg and a ſhining light, 
urning with enflamed Aﬀecions, till che Oyl was ſpent,2n4 
hining in an exemplary Converſation. Bur this Lamp is 267 
; pxtinguiſhed, bur only lighted up, to flame and ſhine in a 
nore glorious place. And there he (h3ll faine forth as the 
un, for ever and ever, Sohar | may ſay Qtill, weep not for 
VM. 

2, Bur you wil ask me, For whom ſhall we weep then ? 
iltÞ anſwer, for your ſelves , and for your Children. 
my| 1. Weep for your ſelves. The Lord you ſechath made a 
ice oful breach upon you, as ir is ſaid of #3z32h, 154m 6,8. 
»n- ad rhar your hearts remain unbroken »' they are unſurable 
theÞþ this heavy diſpenſation. God hath remoy'd his holy faich- 
a icÞl ſervantgnot into 8 blind corner, burinio a dab pic. The 
'hefjrave hath newly (ſhut her mouth upon him, he is gons hence 
15 Þ be no more in this world : You ſhall behold hinnos no 
nesre in the Land of che Living: Your eyes ſhall ſze your 
£ crſcacher here no more for: ever : You ſhall now be no more 
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enlightened with his clear inftrufions:No more enliven'd with 
his zealous Exhortarions : No more quichned with his fer- 
vent Prayers:No more warym'd with his heavenly Diſcourſes: 
No more chear'd with his {weer Conſolations: No more 
guided by his holy Example. The Lord hath made him up 
among bis Jewels, becauſe indeed we were not worthy of 
Tuch a precious Gemme as he was : He hath in anger and 
diſpleaſure pluckr away one of our Pillars, as if he meant 
the Houſe ſhould fall. And ſhall we be inſenfible of ſuch a 
ſtroke ? Shall we have rears enough to waſte upon our perry 
Loffes,and nor ro have a tear to ſpend on this Ineſtimable and 
Irreparable one ? Brethren , you are allow'd to weep here, 
though nor for him, yer for your ſelves ; And that eſpecially 
in two reſpets | | 
I. For the fins that you have doxe, for they have made rhis 
fad work. They are therrue and real cauſe of all your Lo\- 
ſes, They are your fins that hinder good things that they 
come nor toyou ; , or tahe them quite away when they are| 
come. -If God carry you a fide into a Wilderneſs and fivip 
you naþed there of any. mercy 5 as if he meant to laſh you 
19 the purpoſe ; Tour waits and your deingt bave procured you|: 
theſe thing? ; ſuth is your wick:dneſs,Believe it,you have ſin- 
ned' fome way or other, againſt rhe Mercy which the Lord 
rakes from you : They are our {ins again the Ordinances off 
the Lord, that cauſe the Lord-to take away our Ordinances 
from us. They are our fins againft the Ainiſters of Chriſi 
( in that capacity as Miniſters ) that provoke him to remov 
our Miniſters from us; yea many rimes ro take away rh 
Candleſtick and Light rogerher, You may take up rhe La 
mentation of the Church this day 3: The Crown 3s faln from 01! 
heads ; wo to us for we have ſinned. They are our fins tha 
Weaken and Impair and Kill our Miniſters , who are indec: 
'the, Churches Crown, and the glory of Chriſt, 
Somerimes we overvalae them, and then we kill chem wit! 
kindneſs, Somerimes we undervalue them , and rhen we ki 
rhem with negle& , and mabe them do their worh with grie{ 
Sometimes we arc untiatable, and unthankful, and untruir 
ful ; and Go4 calls away his Workmen our of rhe Vineya!i 
thar will yield no berrer Fruit. Nay ſomerimes we decline 
and groxy remiſs , and cold, and flat, we loſe our love 
Go 


(21) 
God and Chriſt, and then he rakes away our Beloved com< 
forts from vs; And ler me tell you, ſome of you have back- 
flidden grievouſly, and ſenfibly abared of your former Zeal 
and Holineſs, and ſtri&neſs in the Waies of God: Yea, fin= 
ned ſcandalouſly ro the diſhonour of Religion and the Goſe 
pel : This grieved our dear Brother,who will grieve no more 
now 3 I had it from his Mouth and Pen » how tenderly he 
rook ſome late miſcarriages, and how near they went to him : 
Theſe chings brought him low among you,who was low enough 
before z and made him to bewai! many who have manifeſtly 


| fruned, and h1ve ag: repented, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor, 


12.21.Oh how it wounded himgafrer ſo many Labours and ſo 
many Suff-rings, for your eſtabliſhment and confirmarion ; 
ro {ce ſuch declinations and backſlidings- He _mighr have 
ſaid with the Apoſtle,z Theſ.3.8. Now I live if you ſtand faſt 
in the Lord, if not 1 die ; and dead he is. | 
Oh my dear Friends, What have your fins done ? Whar 
harh your barrennels, and your unfruirfulneſs, and your back- 
fliding done ? 1 know you lov'd him with a very high aftcRi- 
on, and have made it to appear in m3ny outward declarati- 
ons to your great praiſe; Bur the beſt way ro ſhew your 
love ro the true Miniſters of Chriſt, ho fecþ not yours, but 
you ; who ſeek nor profit and applauſe, bur Fruir ; is to bear 
their Juſt reproofs 2nd ro be amended by them z to hear and 
obey them in their regular dire&ions 3 to fallow all rheir good 
Examples ; For the Miniſters of Chriſt are Samplers ro the 
flock, and Samplers muſt be wrought afrer. And in a word, 
to bring them in the rerurn of all their Labours, in Holineſs 
and holy Walking z that they may ſee the trave! of their ſonls 
and be ſatisfied, Nothing bur this will ſatishe chem, and 
make rhem do their work with Foy. 1 know you lov'd bim, 
as there was cauſe enough you ſhould ; bur ſay in truths have 
jou Improv'd hin ? I am afſur'drhar many of you (a con» 


| ſiderable number ) have Improv'd him to the utmoſt of your. 


power. Thar you have made the 'moſt you could, of his 
Indefatigable and Iinceflsnr pains among yov; Thar you 
have gather*d up the very Fragments of the Bread of Life, 


. and pick'd. up the very Crums, thar nothing might be loſt, 


Thar you have eyed his exemplary Converſation, and walk- 
ed according to your pattern. And this I make no q eftion 
- 
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is no ſmall comfort ro yo1 in this doleful®day/- Bur have you 
a]l done this? Are there mo ſecret Stirches ar the Hearrs of 
any of you, upon this confideration? He fpent bis Frength 
indeed among you» he waſtzd and conſumed himſelf, rhac 
you might flouriſh: Bur cell mee, have there been anſwera- 
ble Fruits among you, of Holineſs and Obedience > When 
he Fed you, have you proſper'd ? *He got a poor lean wie 
rher'd Body, chart yo mighr have fat Souls. And are you 
all fat. and well liking * Oh wharlean Souls haveſome of 
yo: who hare arrended on his Miniſtry , eyen to hisdying 
day : How hath your rich anJ far Paſture been caſt away up- 
on you? So that our Brother might have ſaid ( in reference 
ro many ) as the Propher did y I have (put my firength in 
viin, However he # glorious with his God, Bur I amvery 
much afraid char many of you will find this holy wit- 
#:s who isnow'alcended, 'Wirnefling againſt you, when the 


day of rrial comes; 
:ar Friends : Be nor offended if I rell you, thar your 


fins have had a ſtcoke in the Sickneſs, and the Weakneſs, and 
the death of your deſervedly 'beloved Miniſter, | They were 
our fins thar killed Chriſt ; He w:s b?ui[ed for eur iniquities, 
and broken for our ſins. He bare our fins in bis Body ont the Tree, 
And ſo they are our fins thar kill the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
You have often ſeen your Sviour flain before you, by and 
for your ſins. Now you have ſcen a holy* Miniſter of his, 


| flain by che ſame hands. And yer your fins live ſtill ro do 


more ſuch work, and the Eord knows where ir will end, 
There is no Execution done upon them, who have done ſuch 


| dreadful Execution in our view. Oh ler your hearts break 


and your Tears rnn down , till your Luſts be broken , mor- 
tified, and dzſtroy2d or elle they will break*you,'and de- 
ſtroy you. If you have any love ro Chriſt, 'ro the Miniſters 
cf Criſt, or ro your Selves, you may ſee cauſ: enough ro 
weep » thouzh not for our deceaſed Brother ; yer for yo. 
ſelves , andfor your fins. Thar's the firſt thing thens' weep 
fo» the ſins that you bave done. SE” 
2+ For the Fudgments that now you may be like to ſuffer. 
T2 this our Saviour referrerh in rhe Text, weep for your ſelves 
awd for your childres;Thar is,for the extremity of Wrath and 
rercely V-n72ance » That 15a"0Uut ro coms on you _ 
chem. 


(23) 
rhem. Even ſo ſay I ro you my Brethren, with the Apoſtle; 
Fares $; 1. Gotonow, weep and bowl, for your miſeries that 
ſhall come upon you. Oh ler not that complaint of the Propher, 
Iſaiah 59. t. Be renewed againſt you,The Righteous periſheth 
and noman lazetb it to heart, and merciful men are taken away, 
none conſidering that the Righteous is taþen away fromthe evil 
Yo come, Our dear Brother now deceaſed was a Righteous 
man, yea a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, The Lord you ſee 
hath taken him away ; Oh wharcvil is ro come ! When ſuch 
as he are hous'd » what dreadful ſtorms may there be 
like ro fall? Brethren, rhe holy Miniſters of God , are the 
peoples Life-guard, The Chariots of Iſrael and the Horſemen 
thereof, 2 Kings 13.14. They are anointed Cherubs that Co- 


ver. They are a Shelter and a Covering from the Storm, 


and from the Rain, Sometimes they are called Shepherds ; 
and the buſineſs of a Shepherd is to keep and ſave the Flock, 
Sometimes they are called 4nge{s ; and Angels are the Guar- 
dians of the Lords people - They Guard, and Cover, and 
ProreR a People, | 

'- Now this they do while they infiruft them ſo ro walk, thar 
wrath may nor come upon them while they 1ntercede with 
God, and ſtand up inthe breach, ro keep our the Indigna- 
rion that is flowing in vpon it. A praying Miniſter ( and 
ſuch a one have you loſt ) one thar bare you on his Hearr 
continually before the Lord ( as 4aren did the names of If- 


74el on his Breaſt-plate ) I ſay a praying Miniſter , is a Pro- , 


re&ion to the People. Its true, the fervent Prayers of the 
meaneſt Saint, are an Inc:edible defence to any place, ro 
ſave it from the Frokes of God, And therefore even they 
are tiled Interceſſors, Iſa, $9.1 6. Becauſe they mediate with 
God wherrhe is Angry , and by their zealous Stpplications 
hold his hands. Bur yer however, thorh ir be a certain 
trurh that God hath much reſpe& ro the Petiticns of his 
weakeſt Servantsyca though perhaps ſome private Chriſtians 
may Excel a holy Miniſter ip Prayer; yet God hath more 
repard to the Intreaties of his faichful Miniſters, who have a 
ſpecial Charge, and commiſſion ro be his Remembrancers for 
the good of thar People, which he commitreth to their 
charge 3 and their Petitions are of more avail and power 
with God both ro Procyre his Bleflings, and avert his Judg- 
| meats, 


ments. Moſes and Aaron among the Pricſtxgand Samuel amons 
them that call on. bis Name « They called uti the. Lord, and be 
en{wered them, Pſal. 99. 6. Why doubtleſys ſo he heard the 
Prayers of his orher Saints, Bur thele his holy Prieſts and 
Prophets had the Ear of God ( as ſpecial. Favourires have 


their Princes Ears ) and could be Heard and Anſwered, when 


others were denied Acceſs and Audience. And this is nor 
obſcurely Inriwared in that Proreftation of the Lord to 1/- 
Yael, concerning their approaching Deſolation, £xeþ.14. 14. 
Though theſe three men, Naah, Danicl, aud Job were in it, 
they ſhould deliver but their own ſouls. By which, he inſinu- 
atecs: that when the abſolute Decree is once gone forch, ir 
' can by no means be revok'd ; ſo he ſuggeſts withal, rhat if 
It had bcen fcaſible, theſe holy Proph: rs would. have done it 
( 9. d..) were thoſe three men. in Iſrae!, they would pur me 
© it hard, and try me ſhrewdly. co forbear the Land, I 
ſhould be hardly able ro deny them. He ſaid he would deſtroy 
ther, bad not Moſes food before him in the breach, to turn a= 


way bis wrath, Pſal. 106.23. Oh how did Moſes ſtand a- 


painſt him, and bind the Hands of the Almighty ,. when he 
was abour.to ſtrike. So thaethe Lord intreats and HQlarrers. 
with hin to let 6178 aloxe, Exod. 32. 10, While ſuch as Mo- 
ſes axe. Interceflors for a People » God forbears, he holds his 
Hands,and reſtrains his Indignarien ; as he that means to- 


ſtrike, ablerves what ſtrength rhere will be likely ro oppoſe - 


him: And when he looks and ſecs, rthar there is no Interceſ- 
ſor,cthen he-goes on with his deſign, T '/a, $9.16. Then bis Arm. 
brings. Salvation to bim, and be puts on the Garments of 
Pengeance. - he 

; Brerhrens you are in greater danger then you are aware, 
by the removal of your Praying Miniſter ; For you have loſt 
one Inrerceflor, if any breach ſhould happen berween God 
and you.. Yea, you have loſt your Covering, if a ſtorm of 
Wrath ſhould fall. So tharir may be ſaid of you, as ir was 
onceof Iſrael! when Moſes was aWay,that you are nahed; And 
what, are you in Leodicca's caſe indeed > Do you et hnow 
that you are naked? Are you naked and arc you nor afraid ? 
Are you naked and nor aſhamed ? This would become a 
ſtate of Innocence indeed; in which ir was obſerved of 
Adam and his Wife, that they were both naked; and were not 
| #ſhamed, 
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wh anjed, Gen? 3; 53 


arid dangers as rhe Deſt of you are in? Do you nor find 


| Fr gene uncovered? Haye you rio ſenſe and feeling of it ?- | 


pecially acſuch 2time as this, when the Judgmetirs of che 
Lecd arc abroad upon the Earths upon che Laiid, upoti this 


very place in which you live; more waics then | am ablero 


expreſs.” Ales, alas; you are uncovered, whether you know. 
It yea of no. Andiit is perhaps ſome mercy, that you are 
nor quite uncovered, Here ſpend your Tears, atid you ſhall 
nor miſplace your ſorrow, Thar is the firſt branch of Dire- 
Rionz Weep for your ſelves : For the (tz that you have doney 
and forthe Zudgments char you may be like ro ſuffer: 
{ 3. There is aſecond yer behinds and I have dons, Weep 
For your Children, Weep nor far nie, faith Chrift, bur weep 
for your felves, andfor your Children. Aid why for chem ? 
Becauſe their Children were to bear a ſhare, and ſuffer with 
zhem' in the wrath that was abut to come upon them , as 
you may ſees Luke, 29. 43. For the days ſhall come upon 
Saviour J char thine enemies ſhall caſt 2 
:French abour rhee , and compaſs thee round, and keep thee 
In on every fide,and (hall lay thee caven with the ground, and 
#by Children with thee; Brethren, if you have any Tears lefr, 
drop a few upoti your Children: You are not able to foreſee 
whar miſcries your little ones may be reſetycd for + And ve- 


 xily their danger is inctcaſcd as well as yours, by this txokeg 


For you, have loſt a Cetechiſer, a5 well as a Preacher z you 
know what Care and pains he took, and what a Gift and Fa- 
culry be had in inſtilling holy Knowledg into your Childreng 
aRd your liccle ones, while he had liberty in Publick, and 
Krengrh wich opportunity in Private. Herook a very grear 
delight ro camper with chem,and ro tole them on to the 
Waics of God by all the micatis char he was able ro deviſe; 
Je was his very laſt defign C As he was alwaies full of holy 
ProjeRs ) to rake ſome Courſe, rhar Children might be more 
zenecall Prigcipled in the Grounds and Fundamentals of 
eligiony then theyare. And 1 am very 'well affured, thar 


many of your Children , have ſuch Liquor poured ineo them 


by his means» chac chey will xeliſh'of it as long as they have 
adaycolive, and i may be bleſs the Lord and him for ir » 
© all ireraiey And thergfore you have canſc enough to 

weep 


will ic ſuit wich ſuch'a ſtate of (itt * 


- 
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| bleſſed end indeed; + Remember him. to 


Life, that walking in the holy 4) whe he' did,” Yo! "May ar” 


Fog” 


weep that you have loſt 0 Miniſter, chat was #t 994 aft uh 
Thach, nor your ſever only, but your Children roo, ani Þrabt' iN: 
them know the way of the Lord, Noito fced the: ve only," 


. 


 byzgo lead the Lopbe.poo y fad vo bear them, Jar his Yoſorn, vf WE 
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a3rhe,cxpreſſion is, 1/2. 46. .1t. Ihavedone with the Dis 


peRtions, Weep for your ſelves, and foryour, Children," > 

. And now for che cloſe of all,1 ſay again, Wetp nor for himy 

his ſorraw certainly , is furifed into, Foy and therefore fo-let/ 

yours be alſo, Kc hath receiv'd thar Bletſed Senterice, ell 
done, good and faithful Servant ,, enter mto' thy Maſters '7oy;\. | 
d .lec me. ll you (1 ſpeak ir ppon good affurante' He |; 


. went Triumphanzly ro Glory : 4# Entrance pas\Minltridtb' 


” 
1 


bim abundantly into the Hequenly Kingltom ks ic drew, nexE- 
er Heayen ( cill his diſcaſe prevaijed Agpivl bi reaſoh He 
grew 311 more [Heavehily, ,. When Grace'and Glory Werel. | - 
abour ro Joyn, Giace iii hun was moſtGloridis,'' Ob With | 
what Exraſic, | and Raviſhments of Spuiz did ig” fAle"#Way | 
3oco the Boſom.of , is Saviour 1! TE 
" Thave bur one word j0'add, and'ir is thar of 'rhe' Apoſtte,. 
Hep. 13, Remember bin that bad fomerimes kno Meden | 
hs bath ſpoken to you the word of .the Lofd, whoſe Patt 70 
ow, - conſidering the end of bis converſa(jon And thar was2 
hed Eo ae a AG gr a 
thit was excmplaiy 3g.him ,, whecher, conecra mg, Faith, Je 


Laſt come ro the Happy End and Place whete he is. ©, 
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